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COLLEGE & ARMY ROTC 


BUILDING 
SUCCESSFUL FUTURES 


THE SPORTING NEws and Army ROTC salute today’s top college 
performers who are leaders in sports and in the ROTC program. 
Congratulations to the student athletes in this week’s issue. 


Ohio native Steve Fox is an Army ROTC scholarship cadet at Marshall 
University and a defensive end for the football team. He has helped the 
Thundering Herd win two Mid-American Conference championships and two 
Motor City Bowls. He is a criminal justice major with a triple minor in Spanish, mil- 
itary science and psychology and is a member of the All-MAC Academic Honor 
Roll Team with a 4.0 GPA. Steve belongs to the MU Campus Watch, American 
Criminal Justice Association and Phi Eta Sigma National Honor Society. He just 
completed the U.S. Army Airborne School and would like to become an AH-64D 
Apache Longbow helicopter pilot. 


Andrea Riley is an Army ROTC cadet at West Virginia University and a 
member of the school’s volleyball team. In high school, she received a combined 
seven all-Potomac Valley Conference team medals in volleyball, basketball and track. 
She was team MVP four times, named top senior athlete and was all-state 
in track. She was a member of the ROTC Ranger Challenge team and received 
a scholarship from the Army National Guard. She contracted as an Army ROTC 
cadet after finishing basic training and advanced individual training. Andrea has a 
dual major in biology and multidisciplinary studies and plans to pursue a 
master’s degree in education. 


Army ROTC cadet Jermaine Simpson is a junior at Virginia State 
University and a defensive tackle for the Trojans. He received many honors as 
a high school football star, including defensive player of the year, all-district and 
all-area defense, Richmond all-metro defense, all-region defense, all-state AAA, 
and he was the team captain. He was selected to serve as battalion 
commander of his high school Junior ROTC unit. And now in Senior ROTC, he is 
a member of the Pershing Rifles drill team and color guard. He is looking 
forward to a career as an officer in the Army’s Military Police Corps. 
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scratch the Surface of a Leader 
And You're Likely to Find ROTC. 
fae 4 


Every leader has it. Confi 


you to master it. We take the classroom 
€ management, teamwork and split-second 
decision making. These are the job skills companies are looking for. And Army ROTC is the 


credential that tells employ sy | m... Enroll for up to two years without obligation. 
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See a Different Game 


Cover story 


Insider 


Tom Dienhart on the most 


26 ) 
appealing underdog—Notre Dame. 


NFL 


32 | 


Th tmess is back 
Scouting the nation ae 


With players making brief stays, 
| coaches are challenged to get 
the best out of recruits early. 


Jon Gruden and Rich Gannon 
have the Raiders soaring. Plus, 
Paul Attner on the Saints’ revival. 


36 


© | Insider 
| lig ae Dan Pompei addresses the 
Making NCAA Tournament question: Are the Jets for real? 
predictions in March is easy. 
We're taking a shot now. 41 
| Team reports 
| Instant pressure 
Freshman Chris Duhon is ready NHL. | 


| for Duke’s experiment at point. 56 | 

What if RE \ 
Eric Lindros had gone somewhere 
besides Philadelphia? Plus, Larry 


Conference previews 
Wigge on Scott Young's hot start. i 


A Florida recruit’s first-person 
account on being a top prospect. 


Time to pay 
The price of this year’s free-agent 
class might reach $1 billion. 
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High noon in the West GS: 
The Blazers still aren't strong Insider 
enough for the Lakers. Ken Rosenthal on why Manny 
Ramirez isn’t worth $18 million. 
15 
Insider oS 
Dave D'Alessandro says Patrick Team reports 


Ewing is a good fit in Seattle. 
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for total sports fans. your ule. 


It’s a die-hard fan’s dream come true. With Sports iN DEMAND you 


get to see more of the teams you love, in more of the games they play. 
All from the best seats in the house-yours. 


Available in select markets. Call your local cable company for details. 
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Follow the bouncing ball 


Nowhere has the landscape 
in sports changed as much 
over the last few years as 
college basketball. The days of 
patiently waiting for a player 
to develop are long gone, 


insider, Mike DeCourcy, 

writes, “Coaches want to talk 
as little as possible about the 
freshmen they’ve watched 
making—what else?—freshman 
mistakes. These are the kind of 


We provide a guide to how 
March Madness will shape up, 
by projects editor Kyle Veltrop, 
and a look inside the life of 
one of the nation’s top recruits, 
power forward David Lee, 
who has committed to Florida. 


replaced now by the days of mistakes that are cured with 

the biggest stars stopping time. But who has time? Throughout the season, staff 

briefly on the college scene There’s no telling whether writer Luciana Chavez will ; 

before rolling on to the NBA. players will decide to move on keep an eye on the mid-major 
That’s why “instant impact” from college after one season, programs while taking you 

is the theme of our college two or a full four years, so a inside the recruiting process, 

basketball preview, which certain pressure develops to which scout Stephen Wacaser 

starts on page 70. “We're get as much from them as will update for you on a 

looking at newcomers who'll possible while they’re around.” weekly basis at 

need to have an immediate You will get to read even sportingnews.com/cbasketball. 

impact on their teams,” says more of Mike’s great work in It's a package that gets you 

senior editor Anna M. Jones, our magazine and at plenty ready for the action. 

who had the guiding hand in sportingnews.com now that he 

shaping this preview. “They has joined our staff as a full- 

grab our attention right away time writer. You get a taste of . 

because they have to fill a his depth of knowledge on 

specific void on their teams— almost every page of this “a | | 

and because no one knows preview, from his scouting 

how long they'll be around.” report to his views in our E-mail John Rawlings at 
As our college basketball conference breakdowns. jrawlings@sportingnews.com 
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PHOTO SALES 


Prints of photos from 
current issues of TSN 
are available for $25 
each. Credit card 

orders only. For more 


HOW TO CONTACT US 


To subscribe to The Sporting News: 
call 800-777-6785. 


For subscription/delivery problems: 
call 800-777-6785 or e-mail at information or to place 
sporting@neodata.com. an order, call 314-991- 


To purchase a TSN yearbook: 6608. 
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To reach the TSN Archives: HISTORICAL PHOTOS 600,000 images dating to the 
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To order a back issue of TSN: 
call 314-993-7740. 


TSN sells prints of historical 
photos from our archives. Prices 
start at $50, depending on the 


early 1900s, there is no catalog. 
For information or to order, call 
314-991-6608. 
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A Time to fire up 
the Hot Stove 


With superstars Alex 
Rodriguez, Manny 
Ramirez and 
Mike Hampton 
available this 
winter, this 
could be the 
richest free- 
agent class in 
baseball history. 
Keep track of all the 

latest rumors in TSN's Hot 


Stove League. You'll get daily. 


updates on who is going 


where and get the answers to 
your biggest questions. Go to 


sportingnews.com/baseball. 


=~, Keep an eye on 
the NFL Draft 


Who is the prize of NFL 
scouts’ eyes? Ole Miss RB 
Deuce McAllister, Michigan 
RB Anthony Thomas or 
Florida State DE Jamal 


Reynolds? What about Drew 
Brees, Roland Seymour and 
Santana Moss, whose stock 


is rising fast? TSN's Dan 
Pompei and Gary Horton, 
after consulting with scouts, 
coaches and front-office 
personnel, analyze more 


than 200 seniors and provide 


positional rankings, mock 
drafts updated weekly and 
much more. Go to 
sportingnews.com/nfl/draft. 


EY Who will stop 
Shaq’s attack? 


The NBA is back, and there 


are plenty of question marks 


surrounding this season. 


Will Miami disappoint without 


Mourning? Will the young 
Clippers surprise? Who 
will be the top rookie? 

Will Shaq repeat as MVP? 
And will anyone be able 
to stop the Lakers? E-mail 
your predictions to 
fans@sportingnews.com. 


Sportingnews.com 


AOL keyword: TSN 


ni Proud partners with 
=z YaHOoo! 


NBC" Sports 
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Voice of the Fan 
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Choice voice 


‘Who would've thought 

the Yankees would win the World 
Series with only a $112 million 
payroll? The only drama for me 
was seeing if any more bats 
would get broken.’ 


—Nate Winkleman 
Lakeville, Ohio 
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Small-market shaft 


So Commissioner Stern has decided to make an 
example of the Minnesota Timberwolves by taking 
away five first-round draft choices. One has to 
wonder if the same type of penalty would be used to 
jeopardize the future of one of the NBA's big media- 
market teams. 

Jerry Hjelmstad 
Bismarck, N.D. 


Kudos for Kindred 


Often, when THE SPORTING NEWS arrives in my 
mailbox I think to myself, “Why do I keep my 
subscription?” But inevitably there is a trade rumor, 
quote or article that keeps me coming back. 
However, more and more there is one reason to keep 
THE SPORTING NEwS, and that is Dave Kindred. More 
than once I’ve been so moved by his articles that I’ve 
ripped them out and posted them on the fridge. 
Kindred is what sports journalism is all about. You 
are lucky to have him as a contributing writer and 
we are lucky to have his words make our weekly 
magazine experience so satisfying. _ 

Timothy J. Connell 
Troy, N.Y. 


Give Green a hand 


I really think that we as sports fans should applaud 
the wonderful coaching job that Dennis Green of the 
Minnesota Vikings has done. This team wasn’t 
expected to be near the top right now, but it boasts a 
7-1 record and is on top of the NFC Central. Although 
the Vikings haven't been scoring 40 points a game like 
the high-powered Rams, Green has them fired up and 
ready for their games, and he finds a way to win. 
Green also knows what to look for in a draft. He has 
picked Randy Moss, a future Hall of Famer, and 
Daunte Culpepper, who so far has been excellent. 

Pete Marjamaa 
Menahga, Minn. 


Steer clear of South Bend 


It will be a travesty if Notre Dame gets selected to a 
BCS bowl game. The Irish’s schedule was very 
deceiving as Michigan State, Stanford, West Virginia, 
Boston College and USC are all subpar teams. The 
only good teams they have played are Nebraska and 
Purdue. So while they continue to get “lucky” against 
teams like Air Force, it is clear that they are really not 
all that good at all. Hopefully, the BCS sees this 
without Irish-colored glasses. 

Howard Friedfeld 
Stamford, Conn. 
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Just past the midpoint of the NFL season, the 
grades are in—ABC’s “Monday Night Football” gets 
a first-half F from several readers for its addition of 
Dennis Miller to the announcing team. 

“| am on a one-man crusade to get the obnoxious 
Dennis Miller out of the ‘Monday Night Football’ 
broadcast booth,” writes Paul Hrisoulas of Atlanta, 
Texas. “Does the commissioner have a rule that 
there must be three announcers in the booth, or is it 
in the Constitution of the United States? | say dump 
Miller at this midseason point and just go with Dan 
Fouts and Al Michaels. Miller is not—1 repeat—is 
not a sports announcer.” 

Hrisoulas’ crusade certainly isn’t one-man. If the 
network decided to bench Miller, that would be just 
fine with Aaron Branch of Plattsburgh, N.Y. 

“| don’t care for the new format that ABC has 
instituted for this new season of ‘Monday Night 
Football,’ especially the addition of Dennis Miller,” 
Branch writes. “Raise your hand if you hope that 
they get rid of him and go back to someone who 
knows something about football.” 

The comedian’s frequently esoteric comments 
have baffled many, including Tom Holstein of 
Limerick, Pa., who has a bit of advice for Miller. 

“Dennis Miller, defined’? So that’s what the so- 
called analyst is trying to tell us,” Holstein writes. 
“Have you ever heard John Madden, Mr. Miller?” 


Culpepper 


Got a comment? THe Srorrinc News 
would love to hear from you. Write Voice of the Fan, 
10176 Corporate Square Drive, Suite 200, St. Louis, 
MO 63132, fax your message to us at 314-997-0765, 
or send us electronic mail at tsnmail@sportingnews.com. 
Be sure to include your name and city with your e-mail. 
THE SPORTING NEWS reserves the right to edit letters for 
brevity and content. 
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Relive all of the defining moments leading up to the 
14th ever Subway World Series! Follow both the Yankees 
and the Mets from spring training through the regular 
season, Division and Championship Series to the rivalry 
of the World Series and the glorious Yankees’ victory. 


Capture the excitement of this historic event to enjoy for 
years to come in this special full-color commemorative 
book from The Sporting News and Major League Baseball. 
Filled with spectacular photos and insightful commentary. 
Foreword by Mayor Rudy Giuliani. 


Large 9” x 11-1/4” size, 152 pages 


Hardbound, item #658 Regularly $2995 


= - You pay just $19.95! s 510.00! (Available late-November) 
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LESLIE HARRIS FOR TSN 


SEND OUT THE CLOWN: With Mike DuBose ejected from the big tent, the search begins for a new ringleader in the Tide's gridiron circus. 


Hey, didn’t you used 
to be Petr Svoboda? 

Yo, Cowboy fans, 
‘00 playing time or not, 
read between the (of- 
fensive) lines: Kiss yer 
achy-breaky QB adios. 
Troy Boy wants to play 
for postseason berths 
and champeenships, 
and you got no shot this 
year ... or next. What in 


the name-o-Johnny U. in 


a Chargers uniform’s 
left to play for? 

®@ Yes, oh, yes, buzz 
on the Sooner Schooner 
is that hittin’ rankings 
Pick 3 (No. 10 Texas, 
No. 2 K-State, No. 1 Ne- 
braska) won't pay off 
unless OU wins the Big 
12 title in K.C. over 
North Division champ 
TBD. Whispers one 
player to a cyberscribe: 
“It's a pisser.” 

@ Fresh from the Ru- 
morama, conveniently 
located in a lobby bar 
on Amelia Island, F-L- 
A: This winter's fear- 
some foursome for, 
ahem, “accelerated free 


| 


agency” are Sammy 
Sosa, Jason Kendall, 
Jeromy Burnitz and 
Johnny Damon. 

® Nods-n-winks all 
around (no exceptions, 
Mr. Stern) at Joe Smith’s 
signing because you-n- 
Fly know that the NBA 
salcap world has spun— 
and will resume spin- 
ning—on this axis: 
Agree to play in short- 
term pain, and you'll 
make it up as soon as 
cap-space law allows. 
Pssst, you'll just never 
see the ink on paper. 

@ Fly’s Top 5 or “The 
point is to follow an un- 


‘New Jersey is every 
Cincinnatian’s favorite 
team. Oscar Robertson 
is the King, but this guy 
is the Prince of Wales.’ 

Cincinnati mayor Charlie Luken on 
Nets rookie (and former Bearcat) 
Kenyon Martin after New Jersey 

visited for an NBA exhibition game. 


written Cota conduct”: 
1. Joseph Forte; 2. 
Ronald Curry; 3. Brian 
Morrison; 4. Jonathan 
Holmes; 5. Adam Boone. 
@ Everyone this side- 


: o-any Bama berg knew 
: DuBozo the Clown was 
: dead-n-buried by Tusca- 
: losers. Prime ‘vine: A.D. 


Mal Moore's early-off- 


3 season speed dial’ll be 


sssmokin’: 1. Tommy 
Bowden: 2. Butch Davis: 
3. Frank Beamer; 4. Mike 
Bellotti; 5. Bob Stoops. 

@ The Spies say Pee 


Wee Bowa’s notorious 


case-o-short fuse has 
been in remission, but 


2 wait until he sees how 


soft this team is (note to 
Jake Abreu: Fire in the 
hole!). Color of Skip’s 
fanny will best be de- 
scribed as “Philbert 
red.” 

® Nope, no way 
Nolan Richardson 
would attach fellow 
$EC coach’s name to 
his media-day cryp- 
togram about “outlaw 
Jesse James.” Neither 


: will Fly, although ... 


“Billy the Kid” would be 
a more apropos outlaw 
reference point. 

@ ‘yin’ on the ol’ 
mailbag and, hey-yo, 
what's this from NFL 
veep George Young? 
Letter to all 31 teams 
about their no-longer- 
voluntary six-player 
commitment to NFL Eu- 
rope. The better to 
vine-ripen low-hanging 
talent fruit away from 


: Vince McMahon's XFL 


meat hooks. 

@ Finally, speaking of 
ripe fruit, buzz is Eric 
Lindros’ post-concussive 
melon is thisclose to 
bein’ declared NHL- 
worthy. He’s skatin’ 
three times a week, and 


3 the Rangers-n-Leafs’re 


ready to talk trade with 
the Fly’s fave team. The 
Spies’ spin: He won't go 
to the high bidder; he'll 
go to Toronto. 


Take a swat at Fly 
every day at 
sportingnews.com. 


NFL owners’ meetings, They 
ignored the climate and awarded 
the 2006 Super Bowl to Detroit. One 
concession: Instead of the Lombardi 
Trophy, the winner will get the Really 
Gray Cup. 


Penn State. Faculty senators’ 

“no-booing” resolution is so out 
of touch with reality they've been 
offered jobs on Joe Paterno’s staff. 


Pat Riley. His 1,000 coaching 
victories have taken 19 seasons. 
That's 200 in “Clipper years.” 


& Baseball’s G.M. meetings. It’s 
where the groundwork was laid 
for who gets to lose next year’s 
World Series to the Yankees. 


‘Tony Twist v. Todd McFarlane.’ A 

judge overturned a $24.5 million 
award to the former for the latter’s 
use of a thinly veiled name 
(“Antonio Twistelli”) of a mobster in 
the “Spawn” comic book series. 
Next on the court docket: “Brashear 
v. McSorley, Disney, et al.” for the 
unauthorized use of “Donald, duck!” 


WS yy 
November 8, 1978 


It was an NBA game that began 
in early November but wasn’t 
decided until late March. The 
New Jersey Nets were playing the 
Philadelphia ——<—<—= 
76ers when an 
official pinned 
three technical 
fouls on Nets 
coach Kevin 
Loughery and 
player Bernard 
King. Later, the 
league office 
ruled the offi- 
cial had erred 
and ordered 
the game re- 
played. It was— 
on March 23, 
1979—but in 
the meantime, 
on February 7, Philadelphia had 
traded Ralph Simpson to New 
Jersey for Eric Money and Harvey 
Catchings. The three wound up 
finishing the game as members of 
the teams they originally had 
opposed. 

The 76ers won, 137-133. 


Five 


Simpson 
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~ Saying “I'm full” ~ 
to Grandma- ~~ 
not an option. 


When Grandma cooks for her boys, there won't be a dry skillet 
left in the house. To say, “No thanks, Grandma, I’m full” 

is not acceptable. What beverage can see a man through this 
trial by kindness? Miller High Life Light. Good to know 

there’s also a light way to live...the High Life. 


= 
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Portland’s collection of All-Star big men hasn't helped 
the Blazers close the gap on Shaquille 0’Neal and the Lakers 


By Luciana Chavez Photos by Bob Leverone 


hat brick the Trail Blazers 
threw up in Game 7 of the 
Western Conference finals last 
season landed with a thud. 

The one they threw up in last 
week's season opener, again against 
the Lakers, at least had something 
to break its fall. It was, after all, 
only the first game of the season. 

Portland should find some com- 
fort in that, though early returns and the Lakers’ 
96-86 victory at the Rose Garden show the 
Blazers have work to do. Until further notice, all 
roads to the 2001 NBA title still run through Los 
Angeles, 

“I don’t think we think any differently about the 
Lakers (after the opener),” Portland guard Damon 
Stoudamire says. “We know they're champions, 
and in order for us to get to where we want to get 
we're going to have to go through them. That’s 
the one constant for both teams regardless of who 
is adding players.” 

Both teams not only tinkered with their rosters 
in the offseason, they tinkered specifically with 
the other team in mind. The opener was a chance 
to throw everything into the pool and see what 
would float. 

Last season, it was Portland that did the best 
job neutralizing the Lakers’ Shaquille O’Neal. The 
Blazers threw a wave of power forwards and cen- 
ters at him and shamelessly sent the free-throw 
challenged O'Neal to the line. 

Of course, all that hacking on Shaq requires 
bodies to spare, which is why Portland spent time 
and plenty of money shipping out Brian Grant 
and Jermaine O'Neal and bringing in proven All- 
Stars Dale Davis and Shawn Kemp. The Lakers 
countered by adding power forward Horace Grant 
to replace the committee that attempted to man 
the position last season. 

“It’s obvious (the Blazers) want more strength 
up in front and they got it with two All-Stars,” 
Lakers coach Phil Jackson says. “It’s going to 
combat the injury to Arvydas Sabonis and help 
give them some stability as the season goes on.” 

Without the 7-3, 300-pound Sabonis, on in- 
jured reserve with a sore knee, and without the 
help defense of Scottie Pippen, who missed most 
of the game with an ankle injury, Davis and Kemp 
did little to slow Shaq in the opener. Total 
damage: 36 points, 11 rebounds, 5 assists and 4 
blocks. 

Davis and Kemp, meanwhile, combined for 6 
points on 3-of-13 shooting, 8 rebounds, an assist 
and 9 fouls. 

Still, the season isn’t one game—or even the two 
the Blazers lost out of the gate. In their minds, 
they just need to win that Game 7 if it comes up 
again next spring. 

That means getting the most out of the five or 
six roster spots devoted specifically to dealing 
with Shaq. Portland coach Mike Dunleavy says 
the Blazers aren't above continuing to send him to 


HEAVY BURDEN: Kemp will need to play better. 


the line to take him out of his comfort zone. 

That’s why Portland spent the summer looking 
for ways to improve and expand on their Shaq 
philosophy. This season, the Blazers will attempt 
to attack O'Neal more on offense with Sabonis, 
Rasheed Wallace, Kemp and Davis. Defensively, 
Antonio Harvey and Will Perdue may find min- 
utes because they have fouls to give—Harvey was 
whistled three times in four minutes in the 
opener. 

Opening night aside, Kemp and Davis are an 
upgrade over Brian Grant, who was publicly man- 
handled by O’Neal in that Western Conference fi- 
nals battle last summer. The trick is getting both 
enough minutes playing with Wallace, the Blazers’ 
third power forward with an All-Star pedigree. 

Davis is not the scoring threat Grant was, but 
Davis is big and strong. He can play both power 
forward and center while adding big-time re- 
bounding, defense and another six fouls. 

Kemp adds much more scoring and offensive 
versatility, even if his game has slipped below the 
rim since his Reign Man days in Seattle. He still 
can post up and take defenders off the dribble 
without giving up the possibility of shooting a 20- 
foot jumper. He’s a much more difficult defensive 
responsibility for Shaq than Grant, Davis or 
Sabonis. 

Also, drawing fouls has always been part of 
Kemp's game. The Blazers did not do a good job 
getting to the line last season, and Kemp hopes to 
follow Wallace’s lead in attacking Shaq offensively 


A high-pressure lab 


Isaiah Rider is sitting in the petri dish this 
season. A successful experiment will mix the 
Lakers guard, one of the most talented, 
emotionally volatile, problematic NBA players in 
recent years, with the defending NBA champions 
to yield another title. An unsuccessful result will 
find the Lakers dumping Rider down the sink. 

“| don’t think this is a crossroads,” Rider says. 
“But | think | need to take advantage of this 
opportunity. Only a dumb man wouldn't.” 

True, but a smart man on a short leash doesn’t 
have a large margin for error. Rider is on a short 
leash. That was obvious in the Lakers’ opener at 
Portland. After playing well and hitting a big 3- 
pointer in the fourth quarter, Rider was assessed a 
technical foul for taunting Portland guard Bonzi 
Wells. 

Lakers coach Phil Jackson promptly pulled 
Rider aside for a lecture. Still, Jackson, who has 
had success rehabilitating NBA question marks 
(see Dennis Rodman), is taking the high road on 
Rider and his potential for off-court shenanigans. 

“(Isaiah) is a 28-year old man now. It’s time for 
him to take responsibility,” Jackson says. “That's 
the reason he came to us—because he made that 
plea to us that he’s ready to take some 
professional responsibility about his job. We 
haven’t had that problem. We don’t anticipate that 
right now.” 

No one with any basketball sense disputes 
Rider’s offensive skills. The Lakers brought him in 
to replace the scoring of Glen Rice, but Rider 
brings more versatility than Rice ever showed in 
Los Angeles. If Rider starts at shooting guard 
down the road, Kobe Bryant could move to a more 
comfortable small forward position. 

In the opener, Rider came off the bench and 
showed how important a third option he can be, 
finishing with 13 points, 
five rebounds and three 
assists in 26 minutes. 
He nailed three shots on 
kick-out passes from 
Shaquille O’Neal in the 
second quarter to spark 
a run, and he'll continue 
getting those wide-open 
looks with 0’Neal 
clogging up the paint 
and Bryant on the wing. 

“He’s going to be 
able to pick his spots a 
little bit more,” says 
Bryant. “Right now he 
doesn’t know where his 
little gaps are. (The offense) is very difficult, and 
it’s going to take some time.” 

Even if it takes time, the Lakers weren’t 
cheated when they signed Rider, who has 
averaged 18.1 points, 4.1 rebounds and 2.9 
assists in his career, for the blue-light special 
salary of $736,000, only $250,000 of which is 
guaranteed. Los Angeles has minimized its risk 
and put the onus on Rider to behave. 

“If J.R. comes out (and) does the right things 
for them, he could help the Lakers,” says Portland 
point guard Damon Stoudamire of his former 
teammate. “He’s obviously a talented ballplayer. 
It’s just like us; they won without him. But if he 
does what he’s capable of doing, he’ll help them 
out.” —L.C. 
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to wear him down. 

“Il think with Rasheed, 
Dale and myself trying to 
battle with Shaq, we have 
to do it on offense,” says 
Kemp. “Maybe taking him 
one-on-one off the dribble 
more. There are a couple of 
things I’m going to try.” 

In the opener, Kemp 
couldn’t tempt O'Neal to 
follow him outside and 
didn’t look like much of a 
quick, off-the-dribble threat. 
These are areas that Kemp 
needs to improve to help 
this team against not only 
Los Angeles, but other big 
man-heavy teams in the 
Western Conference. He 
scored 21 points with 7 re- 
bounds in the Blazers’ 
second game, but Portland 
still lost by 26 to the Suns. 

Despite the offseason 
shuffling, Portland has some 
kinks to work out before it 


faces the Lakers again December 13 in Portland and 
on Christmas Day in Los Angeles. 

The Lakers will prepare for those meetings 
knowing they will need much more from Kobe 
Bryant than the 14 points and 7 turnovers he gave 
them in the opener. But after seeing Horace Grant 
play solid stretches defensively against Wallace, they 
feel good about their changes. 

Portland, on the other hand, has to get healthy and 
more aggressive before the two teams meet for 


THE NEED FOR ’SHEED: Wallace scored 26 points. 


Shaq is a beast.” 


 «@ 
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Rounds 2 and 3. 

“Game 7 is definitely in 
the past for us,” says 
Pippen. “But we have to re- 
alize they are the world 
champs, and they still have 
to defend themselves and 
their title. We want to 
gauge ourselves against the 
best.” 

Until then, both teams 
will be doing the dance 
against the rest of the 
league, eyeballing each 
other from across the alley, 
looking for a fight but 
waiting for the right time to 
throw down. 

The two best teams in 
the NBA? Yes, they are, 
and Round 1 went to Los 
Angeles. While Portland 
decides how best to get 
around O’Neal, Isaiah 
Rider, the former Blazer, 
best sums up Portland's sit- 
uation. 


“They’re tough, and they're going to be tougher 
(at full strength),” Rider says. “But until they get a 
Sabonis with Shaq’s ability, it’s not going to do it. 


For now, Portland looks a step further away from 
taming that beast, instead of a step closer. TSN 


Luciana Chavez covers basketball for THE 
SPORTING NEws. E-mail her at 
Ichavez@sportingnews.com. 


SLOW START: 
Stoudamire and 
Bryant struggled 

in the opener, 

but Shaq picked up 
the slack for Kobe. 


it’s early, but ... 


Portland’s opener against the Lakers 
uncovered some of the Trail Blazers’ 
flaws. Five other things around the league 
that were revealed during the first week of 
the season: 

1, The Bucks aren’t that good. 
Milwaukee may not be good enough to be 
the trendy pick to win the Eastern 
Conference. The Bucks followed up an 
understandable opening-night defeat in 
Dallas with an embarrassing loss in 
Houston. The Rockets, who were blasted 
by Minnesota a night earlier, scored at 

least 30 points in three of the quarters and 
shot 50 percent against Milwaukee. So 
much for the Bucks’ emphasis on defense. 

2. Centers still are scarce. If 
Shaquille O’Neal, Dikembe Mutombo, 
David Robinson and possibly Patrick 
Ewing and Vlade Divac are the only 
legitimate starting centers in the league, 
early returns didn’t provide evidence 
anyone else will crack this club. Three 
nominees gave a snapshot of things to 
come on opening night. Former No. 1 
overall pick Michael Olowokandi (0 points, 
5 fouls, 6 turnovers in 17 minutes), 
recovering foot-fracture victim Zydrunas 
\igauskas (0 points, 5 fouls, 2 turnovers in 
12 minutes) and former chairman of the 
club Hakeem Olajuwon (4 points in 18 
minutes) won’t be making anyone talk 
about the resurgence of the center this 
season. 

3. Orlando needs both halves of its 
1-2 punch. Grant Hill’s aching ankle was 
a cause of concern for the Magic during 
the offseason, and the team’s collapse in 
the home opener against Miami with Hill 


_ sitting out was a dose of reality that Tracy 


McGrady can’t carry the team by himself. 
As good as McGrady is—32 points, 12 
rebounds and 4 assists in the previous 
game with Hill playing—he needs the 
threat of Hill to open his path to the 
basket. If Hill isn’t on the floor, don’t count 
the Magic among the top teams in the 
East. 

4. Danny Fortson might be the new 
round mound of rebound. It’s hard to 
believe Celtics coach Rick Pitino couldn’t 
find a spot for Fortson. He was shipped to 
Golden State in the offseason, opened the 
season with 18 points and 18 rebounds 
against Phoenix and finished with 16 
points and 17 rebounds against Denver. 
Fortson (6-7, 260) won't be confused with 
Dennis Rodman when it comes to jumping 
ability and athleticism, but he drops 
anchor to box out better than almost 
anyone, and he might just put up 
Rodmanesque numbers this season. 

J. ie Pace iaptors and 
Blazers aren’t as good as expected. 
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unless you believe someone is ready to 
knock off the Lakers. Even the Jazz—the 
first team to beat the Lakers this 
season—would have a difficult time 
making that argument. —Dan Graf 
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Ewing a role player? 
That’s OK with him, Sonics 
atrick Ewing can’t dunk anymore with his right hand. Got a 


problem with that? He doesn’t. He also runs from rim to rim 
like he’s got a motor home on his back. 


Just a minor inconve- 
nience. 

Oh, and there’s also the likeli- 
hood he won't be able to practice 
on any day after a game this year, 
a potentiality that would make Jeff 
Van Gundy do a spit take with his 
Diet Coke. 

But this is Patrick now, take him 
or leave him, and the Sonics are 
perfectly willing to take the 38- 
year-old center and all his imper- 
fections. They have no other 
choice at this point. And, barring 
the occasional physical meltdown 
that has befallen him in the recent 
past, they just might get away with 
it. 

The dunking thing is interesting, 
anyway. It tells us Ewing has 
learned the fine art of self-preser- 
vation, something in addition to 
those 16 ice bags he attaches to 
each joint after every game. “I lay 
it up—it’s still two points,” he says. 
“Basketball is a game of adjust- 
ments. So I’ve just made adjust- 
ments and try to do other things.” 
He often repeated the past two 
years that he wishes he had his 
younger body and his older brain. 
The body he carries around now 
has more than 42,000 minutes of 
NBA mileage on it—only a hand- 
ful of centers can make that claim. 
But until we are given a good rea- 
son otherwise, it’s time we put 
aside that reality. 

“I don’t have many aches and 
pains,” Ewing lies. “Every now 
and then | might, but for the most 
part, it’s not like I’m constantly 
(hurting). Even though I get 
banged and bumped a lot in the NBA, it’s not foot- 
ball.” 

Lest you forget, this is not an acquisition the 
Sonics made only for performance numbers. They 
didn’t get Ewing so he could carry the team the 
way he carried all of New York’s hopes on his 
shoulders the past 15 years. This wasn’t a move 
they made to observe Flaunt Your Relic Month. 

Some moves you make for chemistry, and if he 
can match up a little better with the bigger guys 
they grow out West, all the better. Ewing, for all his 
liabilities and creaky joints, gives Seattle a pres- 
ence only a resume with 100-plus playoff games 
can provide. He gives the Sonics a few more favor- 
able whistles a game they wouldn't otherwise get. 
He gives the Sonics a solid effort from tap to 
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MR. ADAPTABLE: Ewing can’t do everything he used to, but so what? Layups count just as much as 
slam dunks. The Sonics need size and playoff smarts, both of which Ewing has by the bushel. 


buzzer. He, as coach Paul Westphal likes to put it, 
“gives us credibility.” 

One reason is size. The Sonics now have one of 
the biggest starting units in the league. They go 
7-0, 6-11, and 6-10 across the front with Ewing, 
Vin Baker and the ever-frightening Rashard Lewis. 
They have a 6-5 shooting guard in their wonder- 
ful rookie, Desmond Mason. And point guard Gary 
Payton always has played bigger than his size— 
when he posts up, he’s more efficient at 6-4 than 
most 6-8 types. 

Put this team in the East, and it would win 62 
games. But out West, it needs to develop some 
chemistry, and soon. 

That's what Ewing can do just by using his new 
brain to accomplish those things his old body can 
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no longer do. 


First, let’s dispel a misconception about him: He 
is very much a team player, always has been, and 
he is perfectly willing to defer to those he under- 
stands must carry the team. The notion he didn't 
blend with Latrell Sprewell and Allan Houston in 
New York was rubbish: That was the rhetoric of 
players who sought excuses and a convenient 
escape hatch for a head coach who no longer had 
the stomach to douse media-manufactured con- 
flicts. 

Ewing won't have such problems in Seattle. The 
proof is how the Sonics already 
have responded to him, and they 
do it not because he is entitled to 
an extended honeymoon period, 
but because they already recog- 
nize he is a willing role player. 

The most important impact has 
been on Baker: “It makes a 
tremendous difference having 
Patrick out there,” Baker says. “It 
gives me a legitimate center to 
play with for the first time in my 
career. I don’t have to worry just 
about scoring points and defend- 
ing centers.” 

Maybe Baker still is not the All- 
Star he was three years ago. But 
his quickness has returned, he’s 
defending with passion again and 
he’s using his entire offensive 
repertoire again. Ewing’s numbers 
are nothing to get excited about, 
either: He had two points and 12 
rebounds in his first game against 
Vancouver, then 11 and eight in a 
win over Denver. 

“Whether my game has slowed 
down is not the point,” Ewing 
says. “The question is, am I still 
effective? If I’m still effective, then 
that’s the bottom line. Naturally, 
I'm not the same athlete that | was 
when I first came in the league. 
But I still think I got a lot left. 
Certain parts of my game are a lot 
better.” 

Maybe he exaggerates, but he’s 
trying to get to the real point: This 
is one player whose influence 
won't be measured by the num- 
bers in a box score every night 
anymore. Keep in mind this is a 
team with a young rotation and 
one that could have a long shelf 
life. Half its players have come from the last three 
drafts. Mason and Lewis are the keepers, but 
Ruben Patterson, Shammond Williams and Jelani 
McCoy also can play. 

They all will learn from the eloquence of Ewing's 
example. They'll see why it’s important to show up 
every night. They'll understand why sacrifice is one 
of the most crucial elements to a team. And they'll 
appreciate having one of the 50 greatest players on 
their side, even if he wasn’t what he was, even when 
the most valuable lesson he can give is knowing 
when to lay the ball up instead of dunking. ‘TSN 
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Dave D'Alessandro covers the NBA for the 
Newark (N.J.) Star-Ledger. E-mail him at 
daved@sportingnews.com 
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Philadelphia PG Allen Iverson might 
be the only player in the league who 
can be hot while shooting only 36.4 
percent in his team’s first three games. 
lverson ‘always has gaudy scoring 
stats—he averaged 26 points in those 
games—but now his team is winning. 
That's because of another stat: his 6 
assists per game. If lverson continues 
to remember he has teammates, the 
76ers could be dangerous. 


The Hawks are making a case to be 
the NBA's worst team, and SG- Jim 
Jackson Is leading the way. Jackson 
followed a 4-for-20 night in the opener 
with a 5-for-17 outing in his second 
game. With C Dikembe Mutombo 
out and PG Jason Terry struggling, 
the Hawks have no choice but to turn 
to Jackson, who is seven years 
removed from scoring a freakish 
25.7 ppg for the Mavericks. 


Tn TOs 
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Fantasy team owners love The 
Glove. Seattle PG Gary Payton 
began the season with 27 points, 14 
rebounds and 10 assists and followed 
that game with 35, 4 and 10. Payton 
is too old to be touted as the next 
Michael Jordan, but he controls 
the game as no one has since 
Jordan. Payton spends more time 
with the ball in his hands than any 
player in the NBA. 


Antonio McDyess, PF. Billed as 
brimming with confidence after win- 
ning Olympic gold, McDyess didn’t 
have enough confidence in his sore 
back to make a single offensive move 
in the Nuggets’ first victory of the 
season against the Warriors. A meek 
McDyess went scoreless for 17 min- 
utes before pulling himself out at 
halftime. Right about now, his medal 
isn't doing the Nuggets much good. 


SEE A’ DIFFERENT aE 


The fehl to include Cleveland's Andre Miller among 
the leaque’s top point guards might be a bit prema- 


SG Isaiah Rider's taunting technical during the 
Lakers’ opening-night win against Portland gave 


ture. Miller almost exclusively depends on drives to the — Rider-bashers early ammunition. In this rare in- 


basket to score points and create shots for others. But 
until he develops an outside shot, he'll be ineffective 


stance, Rider is off the hook. When he turned to 
SG Bonzi Wells, pulled back his jersey and 


when the driving lanes are cut off, and his playing time pointed to his bare chest, he was merely joking with 
will be spotty. It’s difficult convincing anyone you're 

the next big thing when you're splitting minutes with 
foumeytien Bimbo Coles. 


a friend—not stepping on an enemy. He was more 
or less Wells’ mentor (at least on the court) when 
the two played together in Portland. 


MATCHUP. OFATHEWEEK 


This will be an early-season litmus test for the argument the 
Western Conference has all the best teams. Utah has aged its 
way into the middle of the playoff pack in the West, but it still 
might be better than Miami, which might be the best team in 


FRIDAY 


the East. The West started the season 5-1 in interconference | 
games, with the only loss coming in double-overtime. If the Jazz is better than the Heat, there’s no telling how 
much better the Lakers, Blazers or Spurs will be when it comes time to beat the East in June. To be better in 
November, the Jazz will rely on the John Stockton-Karl Malone combination that has powered the team 
for the last decade and a half. At ages 38 and 37, both are off to their best start in several seasons. 


NUMBERSIGAME 


35: Shots taken by SG Jerry Stackhouse in the 
Pistons’ opening-night win against Toronto. 

1,110: The number Miami PF A.C. Green's con- 
secutive games played streak would have stopped 
at had the Heat not scooped him up just before the 
regular season started and played him on opening 


night against Orlando. 


15: Consecutive games the Nuggets have lost at 
Seattle’s Key Arena, dating to 1992-93. 

61.2: Percentage of the Lakers’ points scored by SF 
Kobe Bryant and C Shaquille 0’Neal in the first 
two games, up from 51.8 percent last season. 

213: Consecutive games in which SF Kevin Gar- 
nett had scored in double figures through Saturday. 


SL AYWIE 


“| thought they Knew something about basketball. | 

thought they knew something about the business side. 

... How many times have they let free agents slip away?” 
—Eddie Jones after being booed by Charlotte fans 


ay Dan Gra 
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“| haven't been happy with the way we've been re- 
sponding. It's totally my fault. We just need to be 
pushed harder and worked harder." 

—WMike Dunleavy, after the Blazers started 0-2 


There was talk about how PF Joe Smith’s Larry Bird rights have 
reverted to Philadelphia now that David Stern has voided Smith's 
last three Minnesota contracts. It was a moot point: The Sixers 
are not interested in Smith, whom they couldn’t dump fast 
enough after the 1997-98 season, and they wouldn't want to 
give him a big deal that subjects them to the luxury tax. ... PF 
P.J. Brown acknowledges that the Charlie Ward midget-toss back 
in ’97 still haunts him and that it caused him to play passively 
for two years. “You don’t want to be remembered first as the one 
who flipped a guy,” says Brown, the former Heat forward. “It’s 
nothing I can change. I wish I could take it back, but I can't.” ... 
If there is lingering doubt about Rick Pitino’s long-term plans, 
consider that Celtics assistant coaches were given mere one-year 
contracts this summer (save for Jim O’Brien, who got two years), 
which is unusual for a team that is supposedly building for the 
future. ... Golden parachute of the year goes to PG Cory 
Alexander, who was bought out of his Denver contract for 
$7.5 million. It was a surprise move from the team’s thrifty new 
owner, Stan Kroenke, but it was a mistake Dan Issel had tried to 
hide since making it during his first go-round as general 
manager. Bucks coach 
George Karl thinks everyone 
has learned a lesson from the 
Smith-Glen Taylor pact. “Now I 
know why we have a shred- 
der,” he says. “I’ve never used 
a shredder, but ...” ... PG Ron 
Harper treated the Lakers’ ring 
ceremony like it’s an annual 
event—which it is, for guys like 
him. “If I see anybody with 
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tears in their eyes, I’m going to 


DIL 


slap them in their head,” he 
said. “You can be happy and not shed any tears. Soap operas, 
you can cry. Over a ring, you cry?”... First impressions always 
weigh heaviest in the mind. Just ask Suns G/F Mario Elie what 
he thought as he watched Blazers PF Shawn Kemp for the first 
time this season: “I saw No. 40 looking like he’s wearing a size 
triple-X shorts,” Elie says. ... Orlando’s future seems limitless with 
SG Tracy McGrady and SF Grant Hill, but PG Darrell Armstrong 
admits he’s struggling with a reduced role. He used to be the 
fuel to the Magic, but now, “I've been sitting back, trying to see 
what they are going to do, instead of being aggressive 
immediately and helping them,” he says. “I’m settling for letting 
Tracy carry the load instead of helping him carry it. That’s not 
me. That's got to change.” 
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Sean Stewart 


From the Comer. 


For Riley, the work never ends 


It has been said that image is everything, 
and often Pat Riley’s true gifts as a coach have 


That's the kind of 
preparation that breeds 
success—whatever a 
Heat player sees on the 


been disguised by that very concept. He’s the court from an opponent 
guy in the Armani armor with the perfect hair. 3 he probably has seen 
He's Mr. Intensity, slapping his hands together, 3 hundreds of times in 
imploring his players to step up their play. i practice or on videotape. 
But the true measure of Riley’s coaching = A look at the record 
acumen, and the reason he is arguably the best & book shows Riley is 


NBA coach ever, is more basic, more easily 
defined. 

The reason Riley is so good was explained to 
me recently by an NBA insider, who says, “he 
simply outworks everybody, cares more than 
everybody, studies more than everybody.” 

Riley wants it—to win—more than any coach 
in NBA history. It is the kind of Michael Jordan- 
esque, single-mindedness that produces the 
incredible numbers that pepper Riley’s coaching 
resume: a .697 career winning percentage, 

1,000 wins, four NBA titles (eight Finals 
appearances), 16 division titles in 18 seasons, 16 
50-win seasons, seven 60-win seasons and an 
NBA record 155 playoff victories. 

An example of Riley’s work ethic and the 
Heat’s unmatched ability to scout was 
illustrated in training camp. New guy Eddie 
Jones was working in a drill when Riley 
stopped it and asked Jones what he was going 
to do next. Jones appeared puzzled. Riley then 
told Jones exactly what he was going to do: 
drive baseline, because the Heat’s scouting 
reports said that was what Jones did 80 
percent of the time in that situation. 


TSN’s 
Power Poll 


one OF 11 coaches to win multiple NBA titles. 
Of that group, discussion of the best of the 
bunch can be boiled down to Red Auerbach, 
Riley and Lakers coach Phil Jackson. Each 
benefited from having superlative talent. And, 
if you go by titles alone, Auerbach and Jackson 
are a notch above Riley. 

But consider: Riley has been named NBA 
Coach of the Year three times—in 1990, 1993 
and 1997—each with a different team. For as 
much as Riley’s stubbornness—like refusing to 
double-team and taking a Sinatra-like “My 
Way” approach to coaching—can be cited as a 
weakness, he has been willing to adjust his 
coaching style to the personnel he has. 

Coaching in any sport is about adjustments, 
and Riley has proved—in 18 impressive 
seasons—that he has no peer in that department. 


TSN’s NBA Insider, Dave D'Alessandro, and 
Ira Winderman, who covers the Heat for the Fort 
Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel and THE SPORTING 
NEWS, contributed to this column. Sean Stewart ts 
NBA projects editor for THE SPORTING NEWS. 
E-mail him at sstewart@sportingnews.com. 


Rk. Team W-L Comment 
1. San Antonio 3-0 _ Better than the Lakers? For now, maybe, but let's see how Robinson's back holds up. 
2. Utah 3-0 Better than the Lakers? For one night, at least. Malone and Stockton look like new. 
3. LA. Lakers 2-1 A No.3 ranking gives the Lakers something other than Rider to work on. 
4. Philadelphia 4-0 Memo to Knicks: Sometimes standing pat (or with Pat) in the offseason off. 
5. Miami 1-2 No Zo, but still plenty of go. The Heat has work to do, but the pieces are there for Riley. 
6. Seattle 1-2 _ The Sonics flatlined in Vancouver, but don't blame Payton. He's the best there is. 
7. New York 2-1 Who gets traded first? Tough to say, but another 29-point loss to Philly may not be tolerated. 
8. Sacramento 2-2 A three-game swing through the underbelly of the East does wonders for a rankina. 


9. Portland 1-2 Slowstarters beware: the ll's punishment is swift and severe. 
10. Phoenix 2-1 Kidd loses the blond hair and shakes off last season's slump. He’s back to '98-'99 form. 
11. Charlotte 3-1 Mashburn to Heat: Maybe these 30 points will make you miss me. 
12. Dallas 2-1 The leaque’s most pampered team (thank you, Mark Cuban) may be the most improved. 
13. Milwaukee 1-2 _Texas two-step in which the Bucks were decimated in Dallas and hammered in Houston. 
14. Minnesota 2-1 What's that on your back, KG? Can you really carry that team for five years? 
15. Boston 2-1 __ Maybe Pitino won't have to go back to college after all. 
16. Vancouver 2-1 _ The difference between the Clippers and Lakers? The Grizzlies found out in their first loss. 
17. Cleveland 3-0 _ This could be the high-water mark, Cleveland fans. 
18. Indiana 1-2 Check back when Rose takes off his cast and O'Neal and Bender shave for the first time. 
19. Orlando 2-2 _ Dynamic when both Hill and McGrady play. That might not be often. 
20. Houston 1-2 Francis’ game disappeared in the early going. Check Moochie's hair. 
21. Denver 1-2 Speaking of hair, Moochie has nothing on Nuggets forward Davis. 
22. Toronto 1-3 _ Carter the next Jordan? Jordan knew when to pass the ball. 
23. New Jersey 1-2 Will someone other than Marbury please stand up? 
24. Golden State 1-2 The Warriors are better than they were last season. Really. 
25. Detroit 1-3 _Stack’'s house will be built with bricks if he can't beat the double-teams. 
26. Washington 1-3 Strickland: Underachieving and in trouble with the law. What a find. 
27. Chicago 0-3 Worst use of a headband qoes to Fizer. Didn't he used to look mean in college? 
28. Atlanta 0-3 _ They're pushing the Clippers. Hard. 
29. LA. Clippers 1-3 At least now they're fun to watch. 


Through last Saturday's games. TSN's Power Poll is determined by TSN editors. Comments by Dan Graf. 
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WOUNDED BIRDS: The season 
could not have started any 
worse for new coach Lon 
Kruger. Injuries decimated the 
roster, leaving the team 
without all-star C Dikembe Mutombo, PF Lorenzen 
Wright, SG Dion Glover and F Cal Bowdler. In addition, 
the team is hurting at point guard, where it has no 
direction. Jason Terry has not been the type of starter 
Kruger wants at the position—one with a pass-first 
mentality. Actually, Terry is not shooting much, either, 
so the real problem is that he isn’t doing much of 
anything. He is willing but not yet able to be a creative 
ball distributor or floor general. The play of his backup, 
Larry Robinson, has been up and down. ... G.M. Pete 
Babcock says he needs to help Kruger by providing a 


marquee player. To do so, Babcock would have to trade : 


Mutombo, who will be a free agent at the end of the 
season. As such, the rumors of Mutombo being traded 
to New York for SG Allan Houston and C Marcus 
Camby have resurfaced. As the Hawks continue to 
struggle, the likelihood of a move happening increases. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The Hawks have to create a 
more up-tempo pace of play to create easy scoring 
opportunities. When play slows, they inevitably are 
limited to perimeter jump shots. And for a crooked 
shooting team like the Hawks, that’s not good. Getting 
layups or dunks would elevate their confidence, which 
could make shooting jumpers easier. —Curtis Bunn 
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MONSTER MASHBURN: Making the most of it in Charlotte. 


the first two games, the club displayed 
promising signs that it had put 
problems finishing games into the past. 
Players such as PG Randy Brown and 
G/F Bryant Stith were acquired in the 
offseason to help remedy the situation. The question 
now becomes how well can the team sustain its 
energy when it loses. The answer might rest with the 
role players. While SG Paul Pierce and PF Antoine 
Walker are the go-to guys, the supporting cast made 
the difference in the first two contests. ... When 
C Vitaly Potapenko unveiled his more muscled 
physique in camp, there was concern the extra bulk 
would not be beneficial. It’s unclear if added heft is a 
factor, but it’s clear he’s struggling. Potapenko hasn't 
come up with many rebounds and has difficulty 
making layups under pressure. He’s the hardest 
worker on the team, but the practice effort hasn't 
produced results in games. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: When the team can keep up a 
quick pace, it wears down opponents and is more 
successful. Coach Rick Pitino has made an effort to get 
everyone involved every night. Only three players saw 
less than 10 minutes of court time against Toronto. 
Another trend has Pitino inserting Brown for key 
minutes to change the pace of the game and inspire 
defensive hustle. Defensively, there has been a world of 
difference from last season. —Shira Springer 


Charlotte 
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MASHBURN LEADS THE WAY: As SF Jamal Mashburn goes, so go the 

SS =—72> Hornets—at least that’s the way it looks so far. Mashburn has made 
AG Sy /-) it clear he is looking to establish himself as a major offensive threat, 
WaVarHte—’ and he is making the most of the freedom he’s getting in coach 
7 Paul Silas’ offense. Moreover, he’s doing a little bit of everything 
offensively. Critics say he has gone away from his post-up game and stayed outside 
too much in recent years, but Mashburn now is posting up and driving as well as 
taking jumpers. ... The bench has not played as well as expected. Silas mostly has 
used an eight-man rotation, with SF Eddie Robinson, SG Eldridge Recasner and either 
PF Otis Thorpe or C Jamaal Magloire coming off the bench. Silas says the second unit, 
particularly Robinson, has been slow to pick up his new offense. It also hurts that the 
team hasn't gotten much from SG Hersey Hawkins yet. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The offense is a takeoff of the motion offense or passing game, 
but Silas has worked it so the team also can call plays out of the same basic set. Most 
teams will call plays or run motion, but they won't do both. Silas thinks the scheme is 
good because the team won't waste time getting players into position each time he 
wants to run a set play. It also guarantees he'll get movement in the offense, yet still 
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LINEUP CHANGE: The team is tinkering with starting PF Elton Brand at 
center so it can play rookie SF Marcus Fizer in the power forward 
spot he played in college. Brand scored 20 points and grabbed 11 
rebounds as the center against the Nets. The Bulls may use Brand in 
the middle frequently until one of the team’s four centers gets in 
sufficient shape and learns enough of the triangle offense to start. ... If 
this season’s Bulls are better than last year’s team, their first two games didn’t show it. 
The Bulls ended the first week ranked 28th of 29 in scoring, averaging 81.5 points. ... 
PG Khalid El-Amin, the shortest player drafted last summer at 5-10, is the first 
second-round pick to start for the club since Sam Worthen 20 years ago. El-Amin 
earned the nod by outplaying the other three point guards in the preseason. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: This is probably the most mysterious season in team history 
because every player is a question mark except for Brand. Ten new players, including 
seven rookies, are on the roster. With the top free agents rejecting the team, its 
rebuilding is pretty much restricted to draft picks, which can slow improvement. 
When the Bulls started rounding into form for their championship runs in the '90s, 
Michael Jordan frequently expressed a preference that the Bulls concentrate on 


be able to get the ball to who he wants, where he wants, if he wants. —/ohn Delong 


Cleveland 
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¢ OFF TO A GOOD START: When coach Randy 


Nya, ~Wittman decided to start Clarence 
e\rx@am Weatherspoon at power forward it caused 
quite a stir. After all, Robert Traylor had 
CAVS outplayed Weatherspoon in the preseason 
and seemed better suited for the role. But 
Weatherspoon has proven to be a dogged defender 
and all-out hustle player. He and SG Matt Harpring 
combine to give the team two players of that ilk. They 
aren't afraid to dive on the floor and mix it up, and 
they find a way to get under opponents’ skin. Wittman 
says Weatherspoon thrives in the team’s defensive 
concept. ... It's going to take time for C Zydrunas 
Ilgauskas to round into form. Every once in a while he 
shows flashes of his former self, but he mostly looks 
like he hasn't played for two years, because he hasn't. 
Nothing will get his timing back except for hard work— 
thankfully, that’s something he’s willing to do. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: SF Lamond Murray is quickly 
becoming the team’s go-to player. In the team’s first 
two wins, he had key baskets and was the Cavaliers’ 
leading scorer in both games. With a wide array of 
moves, Murray is difficult to defend. He is long and has 
bulk, which means he can score in the paint. But his 
perimeter skills are also top-shelf. It all adds up to a 
handful for anyone chasing him around the court. He is 
starting to assert himself in Cleveland, and it is coming 
at a time when it’s needed. —Bob Finnan 
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bringing in veteran help because rookies take so long to develop. —Lacy /. Banks 


HEART ISN'T ENOUGH: SG Jerry 
Stackhouse took on the national 
WGA prognosticators who have picked 
the Pistons to finish at the bottom 
of the East, putting a 44-point hurt 
on Toronto. But losses to Boston 
and Sacramento proved that heart and hustle can’t beat 
fatigue and a lack of talent. Stackhouse is struggling to 
find teammates when he is double-teamed—which is all 
of the time. He also is finding it difficult to get lanes to 
the basket, which means he is not getting to the free- 
throw line. Two problems: The lack of a perimeter 
game is allowing opponents to clog the lane, and the 
Pistons have not been patient enough or moved the 
ball and their bodies crisply enough in the half-court 
offense to open lanes. ... PG Dana Barros (back) is 
running and shooting and doing some drill work. The 
team hopes he can be activated early in December. 
The Pistons need Barros’ perimeter shooting. And with 
PG Mateen Cleaves struggling, they could use a veteran 
in the backcourt behind PG Chucky Atkins. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Nobody expected this to be a 
great half-court team. But the Pistons are frighteningly 
out of sync. The team is struggling to find cohesiveness 
on offense. It had 23 turnovers in Boston and 25 
against Sacramento. We will know in a couple of weeks 
if the sloppy play is a function of a the team taking 
time to jell or a lack of talent. —Chris McCosky 


ROUGH ADJUSTMENT: SF Austin Croshere 
is still adapting to the move from power 
forward. He averaged 14 points in the 
first two games, but hit just 1-of-6 3- 
pointers. He’s also having to defend 
smaller and quicker players, and in 
doing so got burned by Dallas’ Greg Buckner last week. 
He said afterward that he hadn’t read the scouting 
report on Buckner and should have played off the 
Maverick to prevent drives to the basket. ... Prominent 
among the team’s early problems was the performance 
of its young players, namely PFs Jermaine O’Neal and 
Al Harrington and SF Jonathan Bender. So far, all have 
displayed both their potential and their inexperience, 
The team’s success is likely to mirror theirs. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: In the last three seasons, the 
Pacers were sometimes criticized for being too 
predictable and stubborn with their defensive 
approach—playing it straight, with no double-teams or 
switching. They also moved their big men away from 
the basket to help defend pick-and-rolls. Now they are 
scrambling more. They appear to have the ability to 
play this way, but the results have been chaotic. Help 
in the lane is coming too late, and players are failing to 
recover in time to pick up open shooters outside. They 
have had success preventing opponents’ primary 
scorers from doing too much damage but have been 
hurt by secondary threats. —Mark Montieth 


SQUARE PEG, ROUND HOLE: Anthony 
Mason continues to play somewhat out 
of position at small forward, but his 
bulky build (6-8, 270) helps a lineup 
that was smallish even when C Alonzo 
Mourning was available. But Mason has 
yet to appear settled into the system, and has been 
dreadful on offense in the early going. ... PF Brian 
Grant has been active beneath the glass, far more so 
than his predecessor, P.J. Brown. Grant's offensive 
game hardly is polished, but he makes up for that with 
hustle. ... SG Eddie Jones found his stroke in the 
season-opening victory over Orlando and also showed 
that even under the strict discipline of coach Pat Riley's 
system, he still could create the opportunities that 
helped him lead the league in steals last season. Foul 
trouble, however, could limit his effectiveness. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Riley has taken a different tack 
to the way team captains are selected. A year ago, 
former Heat players Jamal Mashburn and Voshon 
Lenard conspired against PG Tim Hardaway to instead 
have veteran Otis Thorpe selected as one of the team’s 
three captains. While Riley was disappointed in the 
result of the election, he allowed the vote to stand. This 
season, even with Mashburn and Lenard gone, Riley 
opted to choose the three captains himself. But with 
two of his selections—Mourning (kidney) and G/F Dan 
Majerle (hamstring)—sidelined, that leaves Hardaway as 
the lone on-court captain. —Ira Winderman 


New York 
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IS SPREWELL THE FRANCHISE? With big trade rumors all over the 
place, the bigger issue at stake is this: Are the Knicks willing to 
make SF Latrell Sprewell the franchise’s centerpiece? Nearly three 
years after the infamous choking incident of P.J. Carlesimo, 
Sprewell remains as enigmatic as ever. Sprewell not only is an All- 
Star caliber player, he works hard in practice, he is dedicated to 


OUT OF TOUCH: Before the regular season, 
SF Glenn Robinson said the Bucks better 
understood coach George Karl's 
defensive concepts and would be much 
r improved at that end. Then the team 

i} ( © went out and looked lost without the 

p) y ball. After the first two games, Karl was 
critical of the team’s defensive effort, 
especially that of the Core Four—Robinson, SG Ray 
Allen, PG Sam Cassell and SF Tim Thomas. Fans may 
be able to take heart in the fact the players resolved to 
pick up their efforts immediately. The team did show 
last season that once it became focused it could play 
excellent basketball. Maybe the Bucks have learned 
their lesson early this season. ... Jason Caffey started at 
power forward in the season opener but played only 
seven minutes. Darvin Ham started the second game, 
while Caffey came off the bench. Both showed some 
potential for providing an inside presence, but neither 
was a major factor because Milwaukee had to battle 
from behind in both games. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Last season’s squad had a 
tendency to play poorly against teams it didn’t perceive 
to be top contenders. Teams usually prefer for the 
starting point guard to be the player to rev up the team 
in those cases, but Cassell hasn’t done it in two seasons 
in Milwaukee. C Ervin Johnson is respected, but is not 
likely to be an outspoken captain. So Karl needs to 
instill a killer instinct in his team. —Gregg Hoffman 
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NEWCOMERS GET THE GALL: The progress 
may be slow as the team tries to adapt 
to new coach Byron Scoti’s system 
without four of the top nine players. 

PF Keith Van Horn, SG Kerry Kittles, 
F/C Jamie Feick and SG Lucious Harris 
are injured, which has robbed the Nets 
of depth. The opening-night lineup included top draft 
pick SF Kenyon Martin and SG Stephen Jackson, a free 
agent who was given little chance of making the team 
when camp began. Scott also used C Evan Eschmeyer, 
who appeared in 31 games last season and started five. 
... Scott has preached the importance of defense, and 
the Nets held opponents to 41 percent shooting while 
forcing 39 turnovers in the first week. ... Eschmeyer 
has been a dynamo on the boards, putting together 
back-to-back career highs with 11 rebounds on 
opening night and 13 in the second game. He only 
attempted one shot in the opener, though—a problem 
Scott asked him to correct. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Scott challenged PG Stephon 
Marbury to turn up his intensity late in camp. 
Marbury whined about the unimportance of 
exhibition games and said he'd be ready when the 
season started. He was wrong. But after a woeful 
opening game in which he missed 14 of 17 shots and 
looked like a lost soul in the team’s new offense, he 
kept his promise to improve by scoring 33 points in 
the second game. —Don Burke 


HILL NEEDS A REST: SF Grant Hill is not nearly 100 percent healthy, 
and it is genuinely a distraction. He wants to be a contributor, but 
until he can be counted on to play every quarter of every game, or 
something close to that, he needs to step aside. Coach Doc Rivers’ 
instincts tell him to put Hill on the shelf until he can run and jump 
for 48 minutes, but team doctors advise just the opposite. They say that giving Hill a 


winning, and club insiders tout his charitable efforts. Yet he routinely shows up to 
games after the team deadline and arrived only 20 minutes before a preseason game. 
There are signs the team is dedicated to Sprewell, but purists might wonder how far a 
team can be led by a player who doesn't set the best example across the board. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Power forwards are shrinking, and coach Jeff Van Gundy is 
using that fact to help solve a major minutes problem. After initially expecting to use 
Sprewell and SG Allan Houston in the backcourt alongside Glen Rice at his usual 
small-forward spot to get the “Dynamic Trio” in the game at the same time, Van 
Gundy realized that against certain teams, he could instead move Rice to power 
forward. That gives him a deadly offensive trio, plus a point guard to take care of the 
ball. Don’t be surprised if Rice plays there on a semi-regular basis. Adding another 
midsized player might make the games more entertaining. —/ohn Brennan 


week or two off will push the rehab process backward, not forward. ... You would like 
your center to dominate at least one area of the floor, but John Amaechi and Michael 
Doleac haven't done it. Their shots aren't falling. That leaves defense and rebounding, 
areas where they are average at best. One or the other needs to find the range with 
his jump shot or this will be a real problem spot. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The Magic started every game last year searching for the hot 
hand, which meant getting everyone involved. This season, they go exclusively to 
SG Tracy McGrady or Hill, which leaves four guys standing around waiting for 
something to happen. That has created a stagnant offense, resulting in a poor 
shooting percentage and low output. Neither Hill nor McGrady can pull off the 
isolation act every time down the floor. The Magic have to do something with their 
sets to get the other players moving and more involved in the plays. —Bill Fay 
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Philadelphia 
SNOW IS HOT: PG Eric Snow has 
#4) been superb at both ends of the 

<< floor, distributing the ball with 
==) efficiency to the open man and 
~ running the break. He also has 
consistently knocked down his midrange jumper or 
driven strong to the hole to prevent teams from 
doubling on SG Allen Iverson or SF Toni Kukoc. Plus, 
he frustrated SG Tracy McGrady into taking a swipe at 
him, getting McGrady ejected at a critical stage of the 
Orlando game. ... PG Pepe Sanchez became the first 
native of Argentina to play in an NBA game when he 
played two minutes in New York, handing out two 
assists. The next day, Sanchez was a national hero and 
on the cover of every newspaper in his homeland. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The game plan at least in the 
early going is to pound the ball inside to big men and 
take advantage of the mismatches. In the opener, the 
Knicks had no one big enough to challenge C Theo 
Ratliff, resulting in several easy baskets. When 

C Marcus Camby guarded Kukoc, the quicker Kukoc 
easily went around him for layups. Toronto had its 
hands full more so with PF Tyrone Hill than Ratliff. 
Even little-used C Nazr Mohammed was effective in his 
brief stint. Finally, against Orlando, it was more of the 
same, as the Sixers gave every indication they'll be a 
team this year that tries to exploit its advantages, both 
large and small. —Jon Marks 
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CLIPPED WINGS: Tracy McGrady, where 
are you? The Raptors no longer have 
a “co-pilot,” to use PF Charles 
Oakley's words, to complement 

SG Vince Carter. The team hoped 

SF Corliss Williamson would inject 
life into the offense, but he has struggled to find his 
niche. ... A real bright spot in the midst of the team’s 
first 0-3 start has been the performance of rookie 

G/F Morris Peterson, who already has earned the sixth 
man role. If Williamson doesn’t step up soon, Peterson 
could start. He has shown a fine medium-to-long-range 
outside shot, knows where he’s supposed to be in the 
offense, and has good instincts and court sense. ... 

PG Mark Jackson is generating assists in a way the 
Raptors have never seen before from the point 
position—he had 12 in each of his first three games— 
but he’s turning the ball over too often, which is 
negating the good he’s doing with his passing. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Carter gives the Raptors 
unquestioned production offensively, but now that he 
has shifted to shooting guard, he has to be aware of his 
role as a helper in the backcourt. Carter turned the ball 
over nine times in three games against eight assists, 
which suggests he’s not yet comfortable in the role of 
guard. Carter is full of creative ideas, and when they 
work, something spectacular often results. However, 
those same ideas are often high-risk. —Craig Daniels 


JONES HURTING: PF Popeye Jones 
had surgery on his fractured left 
A index finger and will be out at least 
two months. C Calvin Booth, 
SG Laron Profit or rookie SF Mike 
Smith would be activated if they were healthy. With a 
shortage of true small forwards, don’t be shocked to 
see the rookie get some playing time. For now, 
PFs Michael Smith and Gerard King will get Jones’ 
minutes. Jones hopes he will not be out for a long time 
since he could be out of the rotation by the time he 
returns. ... SF Felipe Lopez, with his athleticism, ball- 
handling and defensive prowess, has given the team an 
element it hasn’t had. Only 6-6, Lopez handled himself 
well against SGs Tracy McGrady and Jamal Mashburn 
and SF Latrell Sprewell. Lopez is scoring when needed 
and has taken the burden off PG Rod Strickland by 
occasionally bringing the ball up court. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Center is the team’s biggest area 
of concern. Jahidi White and Obinna Ekezie, the first 
center off the bench, have shown flashes of nice work, 
especially on offense. However, both seem to be lost at 
times, especially Ekezie on defense. They combined for 
7 rebounds and 1 block in the first three games. 
Scoring wasn’t any better, with White getting 5.7 ppg 
and Ekezie with 2.3 ppg. Coach Leonard Hamilton is 
preaching consistency with the big men, and it may be 
awhile before these raw players deliver. —Steve Wyche 
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ones. Nowitzki’s defense and rebounding are improving. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: In the win over Indiana, coach Don Nelson didn't hesitate to 
use four guards and Nowitzki at crunch time. Nelson also demonstrated that while 
G/F Michael Finley is his go-to-guy on most nights, he'll call another player's number 
if he likes that matchup better. With the bigger but slower Austin Croshere guarding 
SG Greg Buckner while Croshere was saddled with five fouls, Nelson called plays for 
Buckner on three straight possessions, resulting in three Buckner baskets. Finley 


insists he has no problems with such strategy. —Ken Sins 


Golden State 
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OFF THE MARK: SG Larry Hughes has 
not yet found his groove. Why? 

__ Coach Dave Cowens is encouraging 
him to take the ball all the way to 
the basket, but Hughes is unable to 

draw fouls with any regularity. His 
jumper has not been accurate either, 
meaning Hughes does not have one part of his arsenal 
that he can count on. Something has to give because 
the Warriors are not going to win a lot of games if he 
continues to shoot 33 percent from the field and 
finishes with as many turnovers as field goals. ... 

PG Vonteego Cummings gave the team a nice lift 
against Denver last week in place of Mookie Blaylock. 
The performance was important for Cummings, who 
was subpar through the preseason and needed a 
confidence boost. His play was exactly what the team 
wanted: simultaneously aggressive and under control. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Antawn Jamison'’s situation is a 
challenging one. He plays small forward but has the 
game of a power forward. He likes to operate inside, 
but the team has C Erick Dampier and PF Danny 
Fortson in the paint. Jamison is being asked to roam 
the perimeter and handle the ball, but those aren't his 
strengths. Can Cowens placate Jamison? He must try. 
Jamison has a habit of getting down on himself when 
things are not going right. It would behoove Cowens to 
run a few sets inside for Jamison. —Brad Weinstein 


L.A. Clippers 
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HE HAS MILES TO GO: First-year coach 
Alvin Gentry has made a commitment 
to start rookie Darius Miles at shooting 
guard, where the plentiful playing time 
should help Miles’ development. But 
the drawback of having Miles learn on the job is he's 
going to have his problems against stronger and more 
experienced players. Shooting guards who know how 
to move without the ball will have a field day against 
Miles until he gains enough court savvy and strength to 
shut them down. ... After missing most of last season 
with an ankle injury, PF Brian Skinner still is showing 
signs of rust. His lack of aggressiveness may cut his 
playing time because the Western Conference is loaded 
with talented players at the position. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The easiest way for the Clippers 
to win this season is to get teams to play an up-tempo 
game. Gentry knows this, but he hasn’t been able to 
introduce the type of defensive tricks he wants to use 
in that area because of the team’s inexperience and 
youth. He says he has to get his players to understand 
the basic principles of one-on-one defense before he 
can expand his system. Until that happens, Gentry will 
try to keep things simple because he believes young 
players such as Miles, SF Lamar Odom, SG Quentin 
Richardson, PG Keyon Dooling and, in particular, 

G/F Corey Maggette have the potential to become 
solid one-on-one defenders. —Lonnie White 
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LAETTNER HAVING TROUBLE: C Christian Laettner is struggling to fit 
into the offense. The team is used to having Shawn Bradley on the 
floor for defense, and rebounding and integrating Laettner’s 
offensive abilities into the mix will take time. Laettner started the 
opener, but Bradley was more effective so Bradley got the Game 2 
start. Bradley had an inspired effort in the first two games. His 
contract is up at the end of the season, and he’s making it clear he 
wants to stay in Dallas, ...With PF Gary Trent (leg) out, SF Dirk Nowitzki inherited the 
four spot, where he's a good fit. Nowitzki creates matchup problems: He is quick 
enough to drive on the bulkier power forwards, and he can shoot over the shorter 


great shape physically. Pack’s game is full throttle, all the time, 
and until he gets more familiar with his teammates, the miscues 
will continue. He has always had a problem with turnovers, but 
so far he hasn't been able to do the things that make the team 
forget about his turnovers. Give him time. ... The team is better 
off in the blocks this year thanks to the signing of veteran C Terry Davis, Davis won't 
make much difference on offense, but his ability to come in and bang with big centers 
and power forwards will make a difference over the long haul. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Last season, the Nuggets ran most of the plays designed for 


their shooting guard by isolating him on the wing. Ron Mercer could create a jumper 


UNEASY RIDER: Two games into the 
zes season, the Lakers were up to 
their eyeballs in the camera- 
grabbing antics of SG Isaiah Rider. 
He has played well on the court 
but has been his normal self off of 
it. The problem is the team may not like the way it 
looks without him. He is averaging 11.5 points coming 
off the bench and might start soon. The Lakers are 
thinner than all the other good teams in the West. For 
them, keeping Rider with the program is a necessity. So 
far, it looks like anything but a slam dunk. ... Aside 
from his struggles at the foul line, C Shaquille 0’Neal 
remains the ultimate weapon inside. He averaged 35 
points and 13 rebounds in his first two games. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Coach Phil Jackson, who ran a 
two-star system in Chicago and is running a similar one 
in L.A., will tell you this is just how things are in the 
salary-cap age. The problem now is that one of his 
stars, O'Neal, is a low-post player only, which puts him 
in the heart of the defense. There he can be be double- 
teamed if the opponent is daring enough to turn loose 
one or two of his teammates, as the Blazers did to good 
effect in last spring's Western Conference finals. 

PF Horace Grant can make open jump shots, but with 
SF Rick Fox struggling and PG Ron Harper a minor 
figure on offense, expect opponents to leave them soon 
and swarm all over O’Neal. —Mark Heisler 


DILIP VISHWANAT / TSN 


from just about anywhere, and occasionally he could get to the bucket. It's a new 
season, and a new shooting guard. Tariq Abdul-Wahad doesn’t have much range on 
the perimeter, so the Nuggets post him up and let him back down smaller defenders. 
But Abdul-Wahad isn’t finishing. He gets to the basket, but he’s often out of control, 
and he has blown a ton of layups. His strength is rebounding, playing defense and 
getting to the bucket. For him to be effective, he must finish when he gets to the hole. 
He showed signs of improvement against the Warriors. —Michael BeDan 


LIGHTEN UP, FRANCIS: PF Steve 

Francis is finding out what life as a 
marked man is all about. Francis was 
sensational last season but appears to 
be struggling somewhat with his shot 
in the early going. After two games, 


: Francis was averaging just 13.5 points and shooting just 


36 percent from the floor. He was averaging 7.5 assists, 
though. Francis was just pressing. Nothing to worry 
about. ... The temptation is to crucify coach Rudy 


Tomjanvovich for having his team come out so flat in 
: the season opener, but it was the first time he had 
: PF Maurice Taylor, C Hakeem Olajuwon and 


SG Shandon Anderson on the floor together. ... SF Walt 
Williams must be feeling good, because he’s certainly 
looking good. Williams averaged 18 points, 9 rebounds 
and 2.5 blocks in the team’s first two games. The 
Wheezer is back to being the Wizard. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The loss of C Kelvin Cato (ankle) 
will force the Rockets to play Jason Collier, their first- 
round pick in the June draft. Olajuwon can't carry the 
load alone inside, so someone is going to have to step 
up. PF Carlos Rogers is too skinny, so Collier might 
have to be the one. No, he’s not ready, but the team 
might as well toss him in and see what it has. Collier 
played three uneventful minutes against Minnesota in 
the season opener, finishing with zero points and zero 
rebounds. —Michael Murphy 
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CENTER OF ATTENTION: C Rasho Nes- 
terovic has come along as billed by 
the coaching staff. He’s bigger, 
stronger and more aggressive than 
last season. He had a double-double 
in the opener at Houston before 
coming back to earth at San Antonio. He has shown 
improved footwork around the basket and a good 
sense of rebounding position. Dean Garrett also has 
been a nice surprise. If that keeps up, the center posi- 
tion will be much less of a concern. ... SF Wally Szcezer- 
biak needs to lend more scoring assistance. The sec- 
ond-year player must step up and work harder for 
shots to take pressure off of his teammates. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The Timberwolves always have 
been undersized. With the loss of PF Joe Smith, that 
fact is even clearer. They simply don’t have the size up 
front to play a board-banging game, but there are other 
ways to go. The crucial component for the 
Timberwolves is basic ball movement. When they 
swing the ball well, the offense clicks. It can be a thing 
of beauty when it works; they pass around the 
perimeter, being patient, waiting for the defense to 
collapse and double-team. Then it’s simply a matter of 
getting the ball to the open man, regardless of whether 
he’s under the hoop, on the baseline or out on the 
perimeter. This game can be extremely simple, and 
when the team moves the ball, it is. —/ohn Millea 
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Phoenix 
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gqey NICE ADDITION: SG Tony Delk showed in the win over Portland last week 
eV J)¢ why the Suns are so high on him. Delk can come off the bench to play 
the point for Jason Kidd or play off the ball alongside Kidd. Delk’s 
shooting over four seasons (.407) has not been reliable, but the Suns 
think he will hit more shots when given the chance to play off the ball 
and get spot-up opportunities, Delk hit five of six 3-pointers against the Blazers. ... 

SF Shawn Marion is emerging as a potential star. He still makes rookie-like mistakes at 
times but then does something jaw-droppingly good. He’s hitting midrange jump shots 
with regularity, and with his quickness and explosiveness, that makes him scary. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: A concern for the club is finding enough scoring in the starting 
lineup until SG Penny Hardaway and PF Tom Gugliotta return from injuries. The 
team’s primary option is PF Clifford Robinson, and Marion has been excellent at small 
forward. But with Chris Dudley at center, Mario Elie at shooting guard and Kidd at the 
point, there isn’t a lot of firepower in the starting five. That means the Suns have to 

be particularly focused on defense early in games and produce some points by 

forcing turnovers and converting them into fast breaks. And when there is a lull on 
offense, coach Scott Skiles has to be quick to go to his bench for Delk and SF Rodney 


PROT EEE EOE HEHE TEE EE TETHER HEHE EHE EERE EERE EE EE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE HEE HEE EEE EERE HEHEHE EEE HEE EE EERE EE EE EEE THEE EEE E TEE HEHEHE RSE SHEE ES 


A DIFFICULT BEGINNING: After waltzing through the preseason, the team 
was unable to keep up when the pace and competition intensified in 


the regular season. That led to the Blazers’ first 0-2 start since 1995. 
Coach Mike Dunleavy took the blame, saying he should have worked 
his players harder in October. This is a team that needs some success 


to rediscover its swagger. The Blazers will win games, of course, but 
beating up on lesser teams might not cure everything. Already, some players seem 
frustrated with the system, the rotation and maybe even with each other. ... With 
backup Greg Anthony (ankle) and SF Scottie Pippen (hand, ankle) nagged by injuries, 
PG Damon Stoudamire has had the ball more than he did at times last season. He is 
doing his best to beat opponents off the dribble, draw the defense and pass to open 
shooters. But only SG Steve Smith is a 3-point, spot-up threat. The offense has 
bogged down a lot, too, forcing Stoudamire to create shots, and he has not shot well. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The officials are making it almost impossible for defenders to 
stop players who are quick off the dribble. Guards and even forwards are slashing to 
the basket for scores or drawing the defense, then finding open shooters in the 

corners or along the baseline. The Blazers don’t have enough shooters or penetrators 


Rogers, two of the team’s best scorers. —Bob Young 


Sacramento 
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CHRISTIE CAN'T SHOOT: SG Doug Christie 

/ has been downright awful shooting the 
ball. He’s obviously pressing to impress 
his new team and has ended up 
depressing it instead. Christie has been 
relatively solid at the defensive end but 
must make the high percentage of open 
shots he’s been getting and missing to have a big 
impact. ... If the productivity of C Viade Divac was 
critical, the club would be in trouble. Divac was terrible 
in the first week, but he is a notorious slow starter. The 
Kings need Divac to regain form to be a power team in 
the West. ... SF Predrag Stojakovic has been shooting 
the ball very well and creating shots off the dribble for 
himself and teammates. At times in his career, he has 
been a reluctant offensive performer, but not now. 
When the Kings move the ball, he is a better player. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The Kings have improved but 
can be even better by challenging shots. There are 
times when they do not put their hands up to challenge 
shots. A couple of their veterans, SG Jon Barry, 

PF Chris Webber and G/F Nick Anderson fail to do it 
because of their personal disdain for an opponent's 
perimeter shooting ability. But by slacking off in this 
area, they make bad shooters a little better. What 
makes a good defense is that it never gives up an easy 
shot attempt when it can be avoided. The Kings need 
to remember that. —Marty McNeal 
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BREAKING IN THE ROOKIE: When rookie 
SG Desmond Mason made his debut in 
the season opener, the Grizzlies went 
out of their way to go at him. Things 
won't get easier for Mason, who 
earned the starting job over Brent 
Barry during preseason. Mason has shown signs of the 
talent that has many calling him this year’s rookie 
sleeper. But he is bound to have some inconsistent 
games along the way. ... When PF Vin Baker spun last 
season, his defender would still be there because 
Baker’s moves were lumbering. This season, a skinny 
Vinny has regained the quickness that made him a 
perennial All-Star. Baker has been impressive on 
defense, blocking shots and even dunk attempts. He 
didn't have a breakout game early, but there is no 
question he is a better player than last season. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: A bigger lineup will alter the 
way the Sonics play defense. They still will trap, but 
their rotations have changed markedly. Instead of 
having the center move to the corner as part of the 
trap, Patrick Ewing will be near the paint in case a 
team beats the scheme. Ewing often used this defensive 
tactic with the Knicks. During camp, the Sonics had to 
adjust from having every player on the floor participate 
in the trap. Although 38-year-old Ewing can’t keep up 
with quicker big men on the perimeter, he remains an 
excellent shot blocker. —Nunyo Demasio 
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BIBBY’S BREAKOUT: The point man is showing decisiveness. 
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SUPER STARTER: Coach Jerry Sloan 
talked in the preseason about 
bringing SF Bryon Russell off the 
bench as a super sixth man but has 
instead continued to start him—with 
good results. Russell averaged 18.5 points in Utah's 
first two games while playing solid defensively. ... Utah 
finally has joined the many teams that use the injured 
list as a tool to stash an extra player or two with 
dubious “injuries.” To get down to the required 12-man 
roster, the Jazz placed SF Scott Padgett on the list 
along with PG John Crotty, who is recovering from 
knee surgery. Padgett, however, isn’t hurt—except for 
maybe his pride. He was beaten out by veteran SF 
David Benoit—who was out of pro basketball last 
season—for the final roster spot. But because Padgett 
has two guaranteed seasons on his contract, the team 
chose to put him on the list instead of cutting him. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Sloan has been exploring the 
options his talented roster provides. Danny Manning, 

for instance, has already been used as a power 

forward, center and small forward. Donyell Marshall 
can play both forward spots. Even Russell is getting 
into the act. In the past, he has played power forward 
when the Jazz went small, but he also will see some 
time at shooting guard this year. The result? Sloan has 
plenty of versatility and, perhaps, the most talented and 
deepest team he’s ever coached. —Loren Jorgensen 


to take advantage of this change. —Steve Brandon 


San Antonio 
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—————— GOOD ROTATION: The bench might 
BAN ANTONIC be the area where the Spurs 

= =) have improved the most. C Malik 
Rose did an admirable job filling 
in for David Robinson. 
PG Antonio Daniels’ game has matured enough to 
allow PG Avery Johnson (hamstring) to take his time 
coming back from his injury. SF Danny Ferry’s shooting 
off the bench also has been a welcome addition. ... 
Coach Gregg Popovich has handled his rotation well. 
With Robinson looking stiff against Minnesota, 
Popovich didn’t hesitate to turn to Rose. His toughest 
chore may be finding minutes for SGs Terry Porter and 
Steve Kerr if Derek Anderson continues to play well. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Anderson adds a dimension the 
team hasn’t had in the past. In previous years, PF Tim 
Duncan and Robinson found winning difficult when 
their perimeter help disappeared. That shouldn't be the 
case this season. As the season progresses, Duncan and 
Robinson should feel even more comfortable playing 
with Anderson. Anderson already has flashed 
frequently to the basket so one of the big men could 
hit him in stride with a pass. Anderson has almost 
made SF Sean Elliott an afterthought on offense. Elhott 
will knock down the occasional 3-pointer and score in 
transition, but he’s probably not going to see too many 
shots. This may allow Elliott to conserve his energy for 
defense, where he’s needed most. —/ohnny Ludden 


Vancouver 
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ON THE RISE: PG Mike Bibby is 

} playing like the breakout player 
many had predicted him to be this 
season. His most notable 
improvement has come in how 
decisively he is running the team. 
When a man is open, Bibby finds him, but most of all, 
he knows when he has to shoot, and he is as smooth as 
they come. ... First-year coach Sidney Lowe is leaning 
heavily on his starters. Through the first two games, 
none played fewer than 30 minutes, yet there were just 
two 40-plus-minute players. ... While it is still early, 
something of a rotation has become established with 
Grant Long and Stromile Swift backing up the forward 
spots, Ike Austin backing up center, Kevin Edwards the 
shooting guard and Damon Jones the point guard. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The influence of SG Michael 
Dickerson on a game doesn’t always have to come on 
the offensive end, as he showed in the team’s season- 
opening win over Seattle. Dickerson started the game 
5-for-7 from the floor, then went into a 2-for-17 funk 
heading into the fourth quarter. Yet in the first four 
minutes of the fourth, he managed two steals, blocked 
a Gary Payton shot, grabbed a rebound, hit a 13-foot 
jumper and dished out assists on two of Austin’s four 
game-breaking field goals. Dickerson’s defense helped 
the team turn a tied game into a seven-point lead en 
route to a six-point victory. —Howard Tsumura 
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Miami can play for the national championship only if it beats 
the BCS computer. The Hurricanes made their case by thrashing 
Virginia Tech, giving them victories over teams once ranked 

No. 1 and No. 2. By Tom Dienhart / Photos by Bob Leverone 


en Dorsey looked relaxed sitting 
on a plastic chair in a back room 
of the Orange Bowl. Still wearing 
his football pants, with his grass- 
stained left leg crossed over his 
grass-stained right leg, Dorsey 
was talking on the phone. Min- 
utes earlier, he had come off the 
field after leading Miami to victory over Virginia 
Tech. As Dorsey rambled on about gaining re- 
spect, you couldn't help but notice he was sitting 
under a picture of Bernie Kosar, whose arm is 
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BY LAND AND BY AIR: Jackson (21) ground up the Hokies for 145 yards and one touchdown, and Moss got 


cocked, ready to sling one of his famous sidearm 
passes. 

It's tempting to make the comparison. It’s 
convenient to make the comparison. It’s right to 
make the comparison. Fran Curci, George Mira 
and Jim Kelly were good, but Kosar is the 
quarterback who put the Hurricanes on the map 
with the school’s first national title in 1983. 
Behind Dorsey, Miami has the chance to be a 
champion again. 

Eight long, dark seasons have passed since the 
Hurricanes last won it all. After dominating the 
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things going early, taking a pass 42 yards for a score and later breaking loose for an 80-yard TD reception. 
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Hokies last Saturday, Miami is in good position to 
play for the national championship. The 41-21 
victory was complete and thorough in every way. 

“We now have guys who can make these kind 
of games happen,” Miami coach Butch Davis says. 

Alas, the rankings spit out by the Bowl 
Championship Series computer will have the final 
say on which teams play in the title game January 
3 in the Orange Bowl. There's a chance the Canes 
may not make it even if they win out against 
Pittsburgh, Syracuse and Boston College. It will be 
difficult for Miami to pass Florida State in the BCS 
standings, even though the Hurricanes beat the 
Seminoles. If you figure FSU for one spot, the 
winner of the Big 12 title game, likely Nebraska vs. 
Oklahoma, could snag the second. 

Before that, though, two games will significantly 
shape the BCS picture: Nebraska at Kansas State 
on Saturday and Florida at Florida State on 
November 18. It’s enough to make a Miami fan 
want to re-boot the BCS computer daily in hopes 
of producing a different result. Even Davis can't 
figure it out. 

“I don’t know,” Davis says. “I feel we are three 
games from doing what we want to accomplish. 
We have to win if we want to be in the hunt.” 

If only it were that simple for a team that has 
beaten a team ranked No. 1 (Florida State) and 
No. 2 (Virginia Tech) in the nation. Still, Davis isn't 
concerned with BCS mathematics. Why should he 
be? He’s in the midst of a great rebuilding project. 


e dark days of defeats—31-6 to East Car- 
olina, 47-0 to Florida State, 21-17 to Pitts- 
burgh, 31-8 to UCLA—are over. Indeed, 
Miami’s 1995-97 teams were handicapped 
by severe scholarship limits that wrecked the pro- 
gram’s depth. During that period, Miami posted a 
22-12 record—good for many schools, but it left 
Miami feeling like Temple. Now, Miami appears 
poised to make the first decade of the new millen- 
nium its decade. Could it be the 1980s all over 
again? 

The win over Florida State earlier this season 
made the Virginia Tech game the biggest in the 
Davis era. No doubt there will be a place in the 
back of Miami’s media guide to commemorate the 
victory over Tech—alongside the 10-9 triumph 
over the Seminoles in 1980. That victory signaled 
the start of a run in which Miami became the king 
of college football. Though that dominance carried 
into the early 1990s, Miami found itself in exile 
for the rest of that decade. The Hurricanes were a 
king who'd been kicked from his castle. 

Davis deserves the credit, but you'll get a big, ol’ 
aw-shucks shrug of the shoulders from him if you 
try to praise him. His mandate was to clean up the 
mess left by Dennis Erickson that included a Pell 
Grant scandal. Davis could have bolted when 
times turned tough, like n 1997 when Miami 
went 5-6. NFL teams waved wads of money at 
him, and colleges whispered sweet nothings in his 
ear. But Davis kept saying no. Now his patience 
and loyalty could be rewarded with a trip to the 
national title game. 

During the mid-90s depression, many criticized 
Davis for Miami's generic offense. Under Erickson, 
Miami was noted for wide-open play-calling. Have 
Gino Torretta throw it up and let Horace Copeland 
get it. Though the two coaches’ offensive 
philosophiesdiffer, the biggest change was a lack of 
talent and depth. At one point under Davis, 
scholarships dipped below 60 because of sanctions. 
The NCAA allows for 85. Now that the ‘Canes’ 
roster again is fortified and wins are blowing in like 
a gentle South Florida breeze, no one is complaining 
about the power attack Davis operates. 
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Watching Davis’ Hurricanes 
causes flashbacks to Jimmy John- 
son’s Hurricanes. That makes 
sense because Davis learned as 
an assistant to Johnson at 
Oklahoma State (1979-83), 
Miami (1984-88) and with the 
Dallas Cowboys (1989-94). Take 
away Davis’ visor and give him a 
case of a mousse and a comb, 
and you have Johnson. 

Time and again against Virginia 
Tech, Miami pounded away with 
the running game. In their five 
previous meetings with Virginia 
Tech—all losses—the Hurricanes 
had been pounded by the Hokies. 
Miami was the physically superior 
team on a day when it turned in 
its most commanding performance 
since a 22-0 win over Nebraska in 
the Orange Bowl that clinched the 
1991 national championship. 
James Jackson slashed 28 times 
for 145 yards and a touchdown. 
Najeh Davenport rammed three 
times for 57 yards and a score. All 
that running made Dorsey more 
effective. 

Unlike the spread offense that 
uses passes to set up the run, 


can win big games. Virginia Tech, with Vick hurting, is a wounded team. 


23 passing for 283 yards. 

Though Dorsey’s completion 
percentage didn’t draw raves, his 
poise and savvy did. No one knew 
what to expect from Dorsey when 
Kenny Kelly, the starter last year. 
decided to give up football to focus 
on his pro baseball career. Could 
Dorsey handle it? Sure, he started 
three times as a true freshman in 
1999 when Kelly was hurt, but 
knowing you're the man and being 
the man are different. Dorsey was 
on the hot seat. This was the season 
Miami wanted to be Miami again. 
Everything was in place but the 

passer. Don’t blow it, Dorsey. 

He hasn’t. And Kelly was on the 
sideline last Saturday to watch 
Dorsey take the Hurricanes to 7-1. 

A 7-1 record didn’t look possible 
after an early-September loss at 
Washington in which Dorsey’s play 
was dubious. That seems like years 
ago—almost as long ago as when 
the ‘Canes last ruled the world. But 
Dorsey learned from the big-game 
experience on the road. Besides, 
most of his mistakes usually are 
erased by some of the nation’s best 
skill-position talent. Still, Dorsey has 


honed his decision-making skills and pocket 
presence. Couple that with good physical tools, 
and you have an emerging quarterback. 

“I think I’ve improved,” Dorsey says. “I’m 
learning more and more. Playing in big games 
helps. That's where you learn.” 


Which brings us back to Dorsey, a skinny 
California kid with a phat arm. The tone of the game 
was set first by that explosive right arm when Dorsey 
hit a streaking Moss for a 42-yard touchdown on a 
play called “Z Pump.” Dorsey struck two more times, 
including an 80-yarder to Moss, and finished 11-of- 


Davis’ fist-in-the-mouth football uses runs to set up 
the pass. When Dorsey stuck an empty hand into 
the gut of a running back, the Virginia Tech back 
seven froze. That allowed Hurricanes wideout 
Santana Moss enough time to sneak behind 


coverage for big gains. 
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irginia Tech had as much on the line as 
the Hurricanes. The Hokies didn’t expect 
41-21, but that was nothing but wishful 
thinking. Michael Vick and the Hokies left 
their hopes in a heap on the grass at Lane Sta- 
dium two Saturdays ago. That’s when Vick was 
gripping his right ankle. He was hurt. Badly. 
Without their superhuman quarterback, Virginia 
Tech had to rally to beat Pittsburgh, 37-34. That 
was nice, but that was Pittsburgh. This was Miami. 

“He’s not hurt,” Davis said as the game 
approached, referring to Vick. “If you think he’s 
hurt, you're kidding yourself.” 

You can understand Davis’ doubts. He faced a 
similar situation earlier this season before the 
Florida State game, when Seminoles quarterback 
Chris Weinke’s status was uncertain because of an 
ankle injury. Weinke played the entire game and 
nearly rallied the Seminoles to a victory before 
falling at Miami, 27-24. Some injury. 

Would Vick play? Wouldn’t Vick play? If Vick 
played, how much would it be? And so it went all 
week leading up to Virginia Tech’s trip to Miami. 
The record will show that some guy named Dave 
Meyer started. And history will show he played 
like some guy named Dave Meyer. By Tech’s 
fourth possession, Vick was summoned to do his 
best Willis Reed impersonation. He had the limp 
down, but that was it. Tech wasn’t fibbing about 
the world’s most famous ankle injury. 

Vick didn’t play in the second half. At the break, 
it was 21-0 but felt like 51-0. After three quarters, 
it was 28-0 but felt like 98-0. Vick finished 2-for- 
9 passing for 9 yards, and he was intercepted 
once. He also lost a fumble. Even the guy named 
Dave Meyer did better. Vick was in for 19 plays 
that netted 14 yards. You could hear the pencils of 
Heisman voters scratching Vick from their lists, 
which have been whittled to Purdue’s Drew Brees, 
Oklahoma's Josh Heupel and Weinke. 

“I felt I should go out there and try to do 
something,” Vick says. “But after a few plays, it 
wasn't there. I knew in my mind | couldn’t stay 
out there anymore. 

“I have to take my hat off to them. They are a 
great football team. I admit I wasn’t the real Michael 
Vick out there. I was at about 75 percent.” 

It was impossible not to notice the hard, black 
plastic brace that hugged Vick’s right ankle. 
Jogging out for warmups, Vick moved gingerly. 
Uh-oh. That’s when you sensed the game was 
over. It was just a matter of how big the margin of 
victory would be. Twenty points seemed about 
right, but it took 21 fourth-quarter points to keep 
Virginia ‘Tech from being confused for Rutgers. 

“I think they are a very good team, and playing 
at home helps,” Hokies coach Frank Beamer says. 
“It certainly helps us. They are a legit football team. 
They have the coaches and very good players.” 

The loss means no brace on the planet can 
support the title hopes of the 8-1 Hokies, whose 
19-game regular-season winning streak ended. 
There's always next year. Vick says he'll come 
back for his junior season, but many doubt that 
pledge. Vick has been a marked man this season, 
and the injury figures to give him pause about his 
decision to return to Blacksburg for his junior year. 
While Vick is thinking of the future with Tech out 
of the title hunt, Miami’s focus remains day-to-day. 

“We made a statement ... and hopefully that’s 
enough for whoever is making the decision (on 
who will play for the national title),” Miami 
wideout Andre King says. “Enough said.” 

That may not be enough, though Miami 
deserves the chance. TSN 


Staff writer Tom Dienhart covers college football 
for THE SPORTING NEws. E-mail him at 
tsntsd@aol.com. 
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~ NO LONG SHOT: Weinke, in the thick of the 


Heisman race, passed for 521 yards vs. Clemson. 


History lesson 


Florida State realized all was not 
lost when it lost to Miami. 

Now the Seminoles are pushing 
to play for another national title. 


Bobby Bowden had seen his teams face-down in 
this ditch before. More important, he had seen them 
crawl out with some hope. The first time was on the 
trip home from a defeat at Notre Dame in 1993. The 
next time was on the way back from a loss to North 
Carolina State in 1998. 

So in the locker room after this season’s October 7 
loss at Miami, the folksy Florida State coach blew the 
dust off his best history lesson. 

Bowden begged his team to remember 
what happened two years ago. A loss to NC 
State didn’t ruin the Seminoles; it only inspired 
them to win their next 10 games to earn a shot 
at the national title against Tennessee. Next, 
Bowden rolled out the loss in the “Game of the 
Century” against Notre Dame. What happened? 
FSU rallied that season to claim the national 
championship. 

“History tells us not to forget,” Bowden 
says. 

Did Bowden's calming words work perfectly? 
Well, not quite. Some players were convinced 
they were still part of the title picture; others 
weren't so sure. 

“You felt so horrible, so heartbroken, you kind 
of said, ‘We still have a chance,’ just to give 
yourself some glimmer of hope to make yourself 
feel better,” says offensive lineman Justin 
Amman. “Actually, | thought it was a long shot. A 
lot of us did. Now look where we are.” 

Where the Seminoles are is back in the center of the 
national championship picture. Florida State, which 
had already jumped over Miami in the BCS rankings, 
punished then-No. 10 Clemson 54-7 last Saturday 
night, furthering its BCS cause. 

After beating Virginia Tech 41-21 last weekend, 
Miami hopes to get in front of FSU in the BCS rankings 
and stay there, but that might be impossible if Florida 
State beats Florida on November 18 in Tallahassee. The 
computer points from that win likely would vault the 
Seminoles into the Orange Bowl. 

“It's unfair a team beats you and they can’t be there, 
but we'll be glad to take it,” Amman says. “If it’s 


ALAN BYRD / AP 


presented to you like that, you don’t lay back. You take 
advantage of it.” 

Florida State has taken advantage like a thief takes 
advantage of an unlocked door. Since the ‘Noles lost 
to the Canes, they've sliced through four opponents 
by an average margin of 43.5 points and, in the 
process, won their ninth consecutive ACC crown. 
Three of those bloodied teams—Virginia, NC State and 
Clemson—had a combined record of 16-4. The other 
mauling came against winless Duke. 

FSU has made it look like it’s devouring a platter of 
cupcakes. It has to in order to get the computer to spit 
out a better BCS ranking than Miami’s. That’s why the 
‘Noles, ahead by 26 in the second half against 
Clemson, were throwing deep against the Tigers. It 
didn’t seem to matter that the coach’s own flesh and 
blood, son Tommy, was standing on the other sideline. 
“You hate to say that, but yes, I’m afraid that’s the way 
she’s structured,” Bowden says when asked if the BCS 
mandates severe whippings. 

FSU tackle Brett Williams throws a big shrug in the 
direction of the Hurricanes, then softens the blow with 
a pat on the back. 

“It’s the computer; it’s how it goes,” Williams says. 
“They beat us straight up, but they had the loss to 
Washington, too. Their first few games weren't that 
tough. And in the BCS, you have to make your schedule 
So it helps you out in situations like this. They deserve 
to be in the national championship game the way they 
are playing right now, but hey, it’s the computer.” 

Florida State seems to be at the controls of the 
computer. Yardage piles high along with the bodies of 
victims. A pass-first team early in the season, FSU 
finally has a ground game to turn to, which makes 
quarterback Chris Weinke even more dangerous in 
play-action. Weinke revived his Heisman Trophy 
candidacy with 521 yards passing against Clemson, 
which was torched for 771 total yards. 

Running up the score is ugly, but the Seminoles are 
thirsty for a rematch with Miami. It’s still a possibility. 
Florida State appears significantly better than Florida 
right now because it has the better quarterback, can 


STILL SMILING: Son Tommy, right, managed a grin even 
after father Bobby's Seminoles put up 54 against the Tigers. 


run the ball and has better linebackers. 

Miami can pick up its end of the rematch if it 
doesn’t stumble in its remaining schedule—Pitt, 
Syracuse and Boston College—and No. 1 Oklahoma 
does. Make no mistake, the Sooners can trip. Besides a 
dangerous game at Texas A&M, there’s the Big 12 
Championship Game, which will be played at night in 
Kansas City, where cold—maybe December sleet-— 
can tip the scales to rock ’em, sock ‘em Nebraska 
against the precision passing of Oklahoma. 

“We want to get back in the Orange Bow! and get 
another shot at Miami,” Williams says. “That’s what we 
always talk about: getting Miami again down there.” 

—Ray Glier 
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Dame fans out there 
than you think. And 
it’s hard for even the most ar- 
dent Irish hater not to like the 
guys currently wearing the 
golden helmets. 

You see, the 2000 edition 
of the Irish is different than 
most of recent vintage. No 
longer a member of college 
football’s elite, Notre Dame 
doesn’t show a trace of 
haughtiness or smugness. And 
it shouldn’t show any. Notre 
Dame hasn't played in a 
major bowl since the Orange 
after the 1995 season. Now, 
the Irish are part of the face- 
less rabble of college football, 
fighting to be a perennial 
power like Florida State, 
Florida, Tennessee, Nebraska 
and Michigan. 

You could even call Notre 
Dame an underdog. That was 
the appeal of the Irish during 
the newsreel era, way back 
when single-bar facemasks 
were for sissies. 

What’s old is new again in 
South Bend. The Irish are 
ugly underdogs, the kind 
America loves to embrace. 
The more droopy the eyes 
and the more slobber the 
better. If there’s a more 
homely 6-2 team in the na- 
tion, I'd like to see it. Notre 
Dame's overtime win two 
weeks ago against Air Force 
was more reason to cheer this 
team of improbable success. 
The Irish blew a 28-10, 
fourth-quarter lead, then 
blocked a last-second, 28- 
yard field-goal attempt that 
could have won the game for 
the Falcons in regulation. 

Luck of the Irish? Nope. 
Call it Yuck of the Irish. 

Notre Dame isn’t winning pretty. Though the 
Air Force game was homely, the tape from the 
Irish win over Purdue was banned from campus. 
Every community has its obscenity laws. 

Bob Davie doesn’t care. He's coaching like the 
ghost of Gerry Faust is chasing him. That's why 
this is the best team of the Davie era. I know 
that’s as prestigious as being called the best player 
on the 1962 Mets. 
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‘fess up. But you aren’t alone. There are more closet No 


We all cheer the underdog- 
even when it’s Notre Dame 


dinit it. You find yourself cheer, cheering for old Notre Dame 


under your breath every Saturday. I know, you're afraid to 
tre 


= 


NO BEND IN SOUTH BEND: Despite an array of changes at quarterback, 
Jones and his teammates have fought their way to a possible BCS bid. 


But Davie’s success hasn't made everyone 
happy. If you can believe it, there’s a contingent 
that wanted the Irish to tank so they could go out 
and get a fancy coach. Anybody with the first 
name “Lou” and last name “Holtz” would do. For 
them, each Bob Davie win today means there will 
be more Bob Davie tomorrow. 

It's time to unite. It’s time for the Notre Dame 
family to embrace Davie. One, two, three—hug. 
Let's count the ways Davie should be appreciated 
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More college football at sportingn 
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and why his success should be celebrated for 
what has been one of the best coaching jobs this 
fall: 

Davie is resilient. NCAA scrutiny and an age 
discrimination suit haven’t ruined him. This year's 
success has erased the smudge of last year’s 5-7 
record and the three-year mark of 21-16 he took 
into this season. More amazing, Davie has thrived 
despite opening the season against a savage 
schedule. 

Notre Dame turned Texas A&M, Nebraska, 
Purdue, Michigan State and Stanford into 3-2. 
And just think: Notre Dame is a Nebraska over- 
time and last-second Michigan State touchdown 
pass from being perfect. 

Davie is smart. He assumed play-calling duties 
for the defense from Greg Mattison, which has 
proved to be a good move. Remember, Davie's 
background is defense, and that has been the 
strength of this team. The move is no knock on 
Mattison. He’s a great assistant. But Davie was on 
the hot seat. He wasn’t going to go down without 
being at the controls. He didn’t want to stand by 

passively with a headset on while his program 
burned. 

The front seven is particularly stout and adept 
at rushing the passer. When scheming to play 
Notre Dame, coaches worry about linebacker An- 
thony Denman and tackle Tony Weaver. The un- 
sung hero of the unit has been end Ryan Roberts, 
who stepped in when Grant Irons was lost for the 
year with a shoulder injury in the Nebraska game. 

The secondary still is guilty of spotty play, but 
cornerbacks Brock Williams and Shane Walton 
are athletic enough to be left in man coverage. 
That has allowed Davie finally to fulfill his 
promises to blitz more and be more aggressive. 

Davie is resourceful. This will be remembered 
as the Year of the Backup Quarterback. Arnaz 
Battle’s season ended with a broken wrist suffered 
in the Nebraska game. In stepped statuesque Gary 
Godsey, who engineered the improbable win over 
Purdue. But Godsey, who recently was moved to 
tight end, gave way to true freshman Matt LoVec- 
chio the next week during a loss at Michigan State. 

LoVecchio started the next game against Stan- 
ford and has won his first four starts, which no 
Irish quarterback has done since Kevin McDougal 
in 1993. LoVecchio’s presence and passing have 
meant a lot for an offense that’s averaging a 
modest 178.5 yards rushing per game. Notre 
Dame averaged fewer rushing yards just once 
(1997) in the past 10 seasons. 

“This is about the future,” says Davie of tabbing 
LoVecchio the man over the other true freshman 
quarterbacks. “If we have to play them, we have 
to play them. Sure, you’d like to keep four years 
of football intact for both (No. 2 man Jared Clark 
and No. 3 Carlyle Holiday), but there’s a bigger 
picture than all that. This is what’s best for our 
football team. We're in a system right now that 
we're really comfortable with. We've got conti- 
nuity in the system. I don’t want to take a step 
back.” 

LoVecchio has grasped the offense quickly and 
has a mature command in the huddle. He’s a 
good athlete and heady player who's skilled in the 
controlled passing game. He also can go deep. In 
fact, the Irish have become a big-play team, which 
is one of the reasons for their success. Ten-, 11- 
and 12-play drives no longer are needed to score. 
The Irish have speed and talent in wideouts Joey 
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Getherall and David Givens and run- 
ning back Julius Jones. In addition to 
being threats on offense, the trio is 
deadly on special teams. 

Battle could provide even more big- 
play potential next year if he’s willing 
to move to flanker. That’s a touchy 
subject with some folks, but it may be 
an option worth contemplating when 
you consider the success Nebraska’s 
Bobby Newcombe has had after 
making a similar switch last year. 

Notre Dame, which had last Sat- 
urday off, has games remaining 
against Boston College, Rutgers and 
Southern California—which could add 
up to a 9-2 finish. Only B.C. has a win- 
ning record, and the Eagles must 
come to South Bend. The other games 


are on the road. 


With nine wins, Notre Dame figures 
to rank among the top 12 in the BCS 
standings. That would qualify the Irish 
to be selected for one of two at-large 
spots in a BCS bowl. The Irish would 
get a guaranteed BCS at-large spot 
only if they finish among the top six in 


the BCS standings, which is unlikely. 


“Look at the gamut of emotions 
they’ve been through,” Davie says of 
his players. “There’s not a team in the 
country with more character. ... The 
team that can’t be beat won't be 


beat.” TSN 


Staff writer Tom Dienhart covers 
college football for THE SPORTING 
News. E-mail him at tsntsd@aol.com. 


Nehlen makes the right call 


Don Nehlen, the grand old man of West Virginia, is stepping down. 

He’s making the correct move because he’s doing it on his terms. Still, you get the 
feeling he’s being rushed. In his 21st season in Morgantown, Nehlen, 64, has 
accomplished more than any other coach in Mountaineers history. He has posted a 146- 
92-4 record for West Virginia and is 199-127-8 overall in his 30th season as a coach. 

“| just thought it was time for me to get on down the pike,” Nehlen says. “I want to 
check around and see if there’s still something else to do. | don’t even know how to keep 


score in a bowling game.” ~ 


It’s not that tough, Don. Try programming your VCR or figuring out the BCS formula. 


Nehlen’s retirement isn’t a surprise, but the timing is. There was much discontent in 
Morgantown last year. During one game a plane passed over Mountaineer Field with a 


banner: “Nehlen Must Go.” 


West Virginia finished 4-7 in 1999, certainly not pleasant, but it was just Nehlen’s 
fourth losing effort with the Mountaineers. What did West Virginia fans expect? This isn’t 
a program with a lot of built-in advantages. Remember, this is the same school that 


chased Bobby Bowden out of town. 


By announcing his departure, Nehlen at least can receive a proper tribute for a career 
that was highlighted by guiding West Virginia to a showdown with Notre Dame for the 
national title in 1988. The Mountaineers, with Major Harris at quarterback, lost to the Irish. 

Nehlen’s critics point to his postseason failings—he has a current string of eight bowl 
losses—as a big reason for him to leave. Hogwash. The program had gone stale, and a 
new perspective is needed. That’s no fault of Nehlen’s. He simply ran his course. The 
school should name Its field for its greatest coach. 

“| thought | had heard him wrong at first in the locker room, but it was true,” center 
Rick Gilliam says of Nehlen’s announcement last Saturday after a 31-27 home loss to 


Syracuse. “It’s just too much.” 


hin. a 
MIGHTY MOUNTAINEER: WVU’s best 
coach steps down on his own terms. 
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West Virginia is 4-4, and a bow! still is 
possible if Nehlen can squeeze two wins from 
three remaining games: at Rutgers, East 
Carolina at home and at Pittsburgh. It would 
be fitting to leave town after a bowl win. 

This figures to be a big offseason for 
coaching changes. By Nehlen making his 
intentions known, WVU can begin its search, 
and there shouldn’t be a significant impact on 
recruiting. 

It's not necessary to get a big-name coach. 
In fact, West Virginia would be better off 
getting a coordinator from a major school or a 
head coach from a mid-major program. 
Because Nehlen has proved you can win 
consistently, the West Virginia post is 
attractive. 

Maybe even Florida State offensive 
coordinator Mark Richt would consider it. Nah, 
Bowden could tell him stories that would 
scare him off. Like the time Bowden was 
hanged in effigy. —7:D. 


There could be as many as 15 coaching changes in the Division 
I-A ranks. So far six schools (Buffalo, Rutgers, West Virginia, Alabama, 
BYU and Bowling Green) are certain they will have new bosses in 
2001. The ACC figures to be the conference with the most potential 
turnover. Maryland, Wake Forest, North Carolina and Virginia all 
could make changes, though the Demon Deacons’ Jim Caldwell looks 
like the safest of the quartet. Other schools that may be in the market 
for new coaches are Missouri, Oklahoma State, Southern California, 
Cal and SMU. Some head coaches from — 
schools in non-BCS leagues who deserve 


long looks if these more prestigious jobs 
come open include Toledo’s Gary Pinkel, 
Western Michigan’s Gary Darnell, 
Louisiana Tech’s Jack Bicknell, New 
Mexico State’s Tony Samuel and Boise 
State’s Dirk Koetter. .. Colorado has 
played six true freshmen this season, 
which broke a school record. In 1987 
and 91 CU played four first-year 
players. As seniors, each group played 
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TIME OFF? Simms may 


on 11-win teams, with the freshman class 2 

Pb h f th bl redshirt next season, 
of 87 winning a share of the nation provided Applewhite 
title. .. Word is Florida State true stays healthy. 


freshman QB Chris Rix is developing as well as expected, if not better. 
That’s great news, considering junior Jared Jones has yet to fulfill his 
potential after coming out of Walla Walla (Wash.) High—Drew 
Bledsoe’s alma mater—in 1998. Jones has struggled to learn the of- 
fense. With Chris Weinke and Marcus Outzen gone after this season, 
the quarterback spot will be up for grabs. ... There is a chance Texas 
QB Chris Simms could be redshirted in 2001. For that to happen, red- 
shirt freshman Chance Monk must play well in the spring. Major Ap- 
plewhite also has to stay healthy all season. If Applewhite suffered a 
serious injury, Simms would be inserted. If Applewhite were to be out 
only for a short period, Monk would fill in. ... If Denver Broncos assis- 
tant Gary Kubiak becomes the head coach of the NFL expansion team 
in Houston, there’s a good chance he could tab Texas offensive coor- 
dinator Greg Davis to run the offense. The two talk often, and Davis 
coached Kubiak at Texas A&M. ... Though the Alabama job is filled 
with pressure, insiders think working for A.D. Mal Moore makes the 
post desirable. He’s a former coach who knows the trappings of the 
job. That means he knows to keep his hands off, letting a coach do his 
job. As for Bear guy Jackie Sherrill getting the job, it isn’t likely. If 
Sherrill came to Tuscaloosa, Mississippi State defensive guru Joe Lee 
Dunn would figure to get the Bulldogs job. And defense is what Sher- 
rill’s Mississippi State troops do best. Take that defense away from the 
Bulldogs, and they become an average team. 
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Nebraska 
at Kansas State 


Why to watch: This is the game of 
the year in the Big 12 North, with the 
winner likely getting another shot at 


No, 1 Oklahoma in the league champi- : 


onship game. The last time Nebraska 
went to Manhattan, K-State got its 
only win against a top 10 team under 
Bill Snyder. K-State’s “paper Wildcats” 
reputation hasn’t been helped by its 
struggles this season or its continuing 
inability to respond to adversity. 
Game keys: The Huskers have cov- 
erage concerns with CBs Erwin 
Swiney and Keyuo Craver and Ss 


Dion Booker and Joe Walker. So if the : 


Wildcats get enough protection, their 
passing game behind QB Jonathan 
Beasley and WRs Aaron Lockett and 


RED ALERT: Carlos Polk (13) and the Huskers must come after Kansas State. 
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: impact. The problem: KSU has one of 
: the nation’s top run defenses. 
: Matchup to watch: K-State LBs Ben 
Leber, Turelle Williams and Jason 
: Kazar vs. Nebraska’s option offense. 
: Oklahoma whipped the Huskers be- 
: cause its linebackers controlled the 
: Tunning game on both outside option 
: pitches and between the tackles. If 
: KSU can force the Huskers to throw 
: more, its chances of winning increase. 
: The bottom line: Don’t think the 
: Huskers will simply-roll through Man- 
/ : hattan on the way to a rematch with 
: the Sooners. The Wildcats have 
: talked for two weeks about a season 
: gone sour and the desire to redeem 
: themselves. If there’s one chance for 
: Kansas State to step up and make a 
: Statement after years of failure against 
: top 10 teams, this is it. But Nebraska 
: isn't as bad off as it looked against 
Oklahoma, and it will get a second 
opportunity to show it by pressuring 
Beasley and forcing turnovers. 

The pick: Nebraska 30, K-State 20, 

—Matt Hayes 
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Oklahoma 26, Texas A&M 21: Heupel, Sooners solve Aggies in second half, clear last serious hurdle to Big 12 title game. 
Washington 34, UCLA 23: Huskies keep pace in Pac-10 behind Tuiasosopo; TB Alexis, Huskies’ defense continue to emerge. 

Oregon State 23, Arizona 21: Smith, Simonton lead Beavers to big road win, setting up Civil War showdown. 

Auburn 27, Georgia 24: Johnson, defense lead Auburn over limping ‘Dogs to keep alive West Division title hopes. 

Notre Dame 24, Boston College 23: Jones runs over Eagles, leaving Irish two wins (Rutgers, Southern California) from BCS qualifying, 
Florida 31, South Carolina 20: Gamecocks’ secondary can’t hang with Gaffney and Caldwell; Gators win East Division. —V_H. 


Quincy Morgan can thrive. Nebraska 
must get its option offense going early : 
behind QB Eric Crouch and IBs Dan: 
Alexander and Correll Buckhalter. 

The more success the Huskers have 
running, the fewer chances K-State’s 


HHAN- DX=0 


passing game will have to make an 


Terre Tr rT TET TTT TT LETTE EEE ELLE ELLE eee ee eee 


. - p PEE }~=Washington ina 
wy ar" 6 2 S, college football season full of 
Rk. Team (last week) W-L _— Last week Next game TV info (all times Eastern) change, the Huskies have 
1. Oklahoma (1) 8-0 W, 56-7 at Baylor at Texas A&M, 11/11 1 p.m., ABC (regional) been able to count on two 
2. Miami (2) 7-1 W, 41-21 vs. Virginia Tech vs. Pittsburgh, 11/11 Noon, ESPN2 things: They will play plenty of 
3. Florida State (4) 9-1 W, 54-7 vs. Clemson at Wake Forest, 11/11 None close games, and QB Marques 
4. Nebraska (5) 8-1 W, 56-17 vs. Kansas at Kansas State, 11/11 7 p.m., Fox Sports Net Tuiasosopo will be there at 
5. Florida (6) 8-1 W, 43-20 at Vanderbilt vs. South Carolina, 11/11 3:30 p.m., CBS 2 the end of nearly all of them. 
6. Oregon (7) 8-1 W, 27-24 at Washington State vs. California, 11/11 None “| Washington has played nine 
7. Washington (8) 8-1 W, 35-32 vs. Arizona vs. UCLA, 11/11 7 p.m., ABC (regional) 3 games; seven were decided 
8. Virginia Tech (3) 8-1 —-L, 41-21 at Miami at Central Florida, 11/11 None eee |= «by a touchdown or less. Four 
9. Purdue (11) 7-2 Idle at Michigan State, 11/11 To be determined = Ss z times Tuiasosopo threw or ran 
10, Oregon State (14) 8-1 W, 38-32 at California at Arizona, 11/11 10:15 p.m., Fox Sports Net Tuiasosopo for the decisive score in an 
11. Ohio State (16) 7-2 W, 27-13 vs. Michigan State at Illinois, 11/11 4p.m., ESPN eventual victory, including a 2-yard TD run against 
12, Mississippi State (17) 6-2 W, 35-17 at Kentucky vs.Alabama, 11/11 None Arizona last weekend with 1:10 on the clock. He also 
13. Notre Dame (15) 6-2 Idle vs. Boston College, 11/11 3:30 p.m., NBC had a hand in two fourth-quarter TDs in a 23-16 loss 


14, Kansas State (18) 8-2 
15. Northwestern (21) 7-2 


W, 56-10 vs. lowa State 
W, 54-51 vs. Michigan 


vs. Nebraska, 11/11 
at lowa, 11/11 


7 p.m., Fox Sports Net 
None 


to Oregon, the only one for the Huskies this season. 


16, Clemson (10) 8-2 L, 54-7 at Florida State at South Carolina, 11/18 To be determined 

17. Texas (19) 7-2 W,29-16 at Texas Tech at Kansas, 11/11 None OUTS! DE THE TOP 26 Tennessee After a 
18. Georgia (20) 6-2 Idle at Auburn, 11/11 7:30 p.m., ESPN small slump, the Vols have 
19, TCU (9) 7-1 _L, 27-24 at San Jose State vs. Fresno State, 11/11 3:30 p.m., Fox Sports Net gotten back in bowl position, 
20. South Carolina (23) 7-2 — Idle at Florida, 11/11 3:30 p.m., CBS needing one win in their final 
21, Michigan (12) 6-3 —_L, 54-51 at Northwestern vs. Penn State, 11/11 To be determined three games to become eli- 
22, Auburn (22) 7-2 ~— Idle vs. Georgia, 11/11 7:30 p.m., ESPN gible—and they’ve done it 
23. Texas A&M (24) 7-2 -W,21-16 at Oklahoma State —_vs. Oklahoma, 11/11 1 p.m., ABC (regional) with defense. In losses to 


24. Colorado State (25) 8-1 
25. Southern Miss (13) ‘6-2 


W, 45-21 vs. Brigham Young 
L, 49-28 vs. Louisville 
Dropped out: None. The TSN Power Poll is determined by TSN editors. 


at Air Force, 11/11 
at Ala.-Birmingham, 11/11 


None 
None 


a a g i=} a 
Pickin and grinnin’ Want to know who will win the big games this weekend? Why 


Kansas State won't beat Nebraska, and why Auburn will outlast Georgia to keep its SEC West hopes alive? 


TSN college football expert Matt Hayes has all the answers. Go to sportingnews.com/cfootball for a dose 


of Matt’s picks, analysis and attitude. 
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Henderson 


Louisiana State and Georgia, 
Tennessee allowed a com- 
bined 452 yards passing and 
283 yards rushing. But ina 
three-game win streak, the 
defense, led by T John Hen- 


ALBERT DICKSON / TSN 


derson and LB Anthony Sessions, has allowed oppo- 
nents an average of 260.7 total yards, including just 
54.7 on the ground, a figure that has helped elevate 

the Vols to No. 2 nationally in rushing defense, 
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Not worth the hype 


ACC: 
DT Jason Holloman, Clemson 


01 erhyped players 


DE Sean Guthrie, Boston College 


It tok one  play2His ki first punt return 


title contender to a national joke, ade Big Ten: 
of the season—for wide receiver Freddie his coach, Mike DuBose, recently was QB Brooks Bollinger, Wisconsin 
Milons to live up to all his preseason fired, effective the end of the season. m ore ee 
hype. It took two months of wallowing “This is not the year I expected,” says Conference USA: 
in the dysfunctional Alabama program Milons, who had a 71-yard punt return CB Tim Carter, Tulane 
to deflate it. at UCLA in the opener but has done MAC: 


RB Chanston Rogers, Marshall 


fr) 
lm | 
=e 


So that leaves Milons as the nation’s little since. “The fans deserve better.” 


the offensive coordinator. 


most overhyped player. But he is Milons began his junior season as a & Mountain West: —s 

allowed one, bib esters He plays for Heisman Trophy candidate after leading i RB Lary pate Se Stale = 

an offensive coordinator who doesn’t the Tide to the SEC title and setting a Mea = 0B Carson Palmer, USC = 

call plays and a quarterbacks school record with 65 catches in ’99. sg Kh eee reeTT NOT Taam 2 SEC: aa 

coach/play-caller who doesn't speak to This season, he has 30 catches and 10 Cee EE § © WRFreddie Milons, Alabama 
carries with two games to play. Atleast VICTIM OF THE SYSTEM? Alabama 5 offense WAG; 


His team has gone from a national 


Maryland. The Terrapins’ 35-28 win over 
NC State last weekend was the program's 
~ best in five years. That isn’t saying much 
necessarily, but it revived their season 
and hep alive their bow! hopes. 


Boston College RB William Green. The 
league's top rusher eclipsed the 1,000- 
yard mark for the season with a 91-yard 
game in a 31-3 win over Temple. And to 
think, he’s just a sophomore backup. 


a Re 


Northwestern. It appears the Wildcats 
are ready to keep the pressure on league 
front-runner Purdue. Northwestern will 
close out the regular season with games 
at lowa and at home against Illinois. 

bat broke Ricky Williams’ school record for 
carries with 45 attempts for 229 yards 
against Texas Tech. It was his third 100- 
yard game in his last four outings. 


Cincinnati QB Deon! Deontey Kenner. He set 
a school career record for total offense 
against UAB last Saturday by connecting 
with eight receivers for a season-high 
351 renee pessma 


rornence = 
YEA 


Ohio QB Dontrell Jackson, The 
sophomore piled up 352 rushing yards in 
the Bobcats’ last two games—211 at 
Miami (Ohio) last weekend— while 
directing the team’s triple-option offense. 


San Diego State. The Aztecs no longer 
can be taken for granted, having won 
three of their last five. They helped put 
BYU's season in a tailspin and last week 
nearly dashed New Mexico's bow! hopes. 


USC TB Sultan McCullough. It must be 


ay 


-: wilt Less) 


RWY7 ies comforting for Trojans faithful to know 

PaC that even in a disastrous season, the 
tailback tradition is strong. McCullough 

coaiearanl has posted four straight 100-yard games. 


LSU. Its 30-28 win over Alabama ended a 
streak of Tide wins in Baton Rouge dating 


= co ‘gm to 1969. It also gave the Tigers a three- 
Cmreecee ame win streak and a share of the 


Western Division lead. 


San Jose State. The Spartans were 

ee rising last week, too, but with a 27-24 win 
over TCU—the biggest upset in school 
history—they took another quantum leap. 
They are bow! eligible with two to play. 


The league’s BCS hopes. They may 


Texas RB Hodges Mitchell, The senior 


SS ——— 


Central Michigan QB Derrick Vickers, 


he has one more year to make amends. 


Nc State and 0B Phill Rivers. The 
signal-caller is suddenly a freshman 
again, having failed to solve Maryland's 
defense, The first 10-win season in the 
program’s history is out of the question. 


—— eee 


have been hurt by Miami's win over 
Virginia Tech. Now the 'Canes must 
leapfrog Nebraska and Florida State for 
the No. 2 slot in the confounded poll. 


Penn State. The Nittany Lions’ two-game 
winning streak ended at lowa last 
Saturday, meaning that for the first time 
since finishing 5-6 in 1988, the program 
will not advance to a bowl game. 


——— 


Kansas. With nine JC starters, the 
Jayhawks were poised for a bow! run. But 
they dropped their last two—Texas Tech 
passed for 409 yards against them and 
Nebraska picked up 493 ground yards. 


Southern Miss, It didn't help that the 
offense gave up 14 points on a pair of 
interception returns, but the defense that 
had been allowing 8.9 per game gave up 
35 in a 49-28 loss to Louisville. 


The redshirt freshman’s erratic passing 
cost the Chippewas a chance at wins in 
their last two games. He completed just 17 
of 40 passes in the two ‘games. 


ee 


The Air Force defense. What appeared 
to be a strength has become anything but. 
In the last four games, it has given up an 
average of 31 points. a game—including 
34 to punchless Wyoming and 27 to Amy. 


The Oregon defense. The Ducks remain 
in the Rose Bowl driver's seat, but the 
road looks a bit more bumpy after they 
gave up 667 total yards to Arizona State 
and another 339 to wok El State. 
Alabama. Its third loss in a row 
guaranteed the Crimson Tide a losing 
season for the second time in four years. 
The only joy remaining would be a.win 
over Auburn on November 18. 


= 


TCU. The bubble burst on its a for an 
undefeated season and outright WAC title 
with San Jose State's win. In addition, the 
Frogs took a big tumble in the polls and 
are out of the running for a BCS bid. 


After determining Craig Cirbus’ 


—— a 


- Between the 


Are we headed for another Florida 
State-Miami meeting, this time for the 
national title? It would take an Oklahoma 
loss, but both Florida teams are playing 
as if they intend to go all the way. 


has been a mess, limiting Milons’ opportunities. 


Virginia at iserela Tech, Ths is isa 
game with postseason implications for 
two other teams. Both Maryland and 
North Carolina would love a Cavaliers 
collapse, and it'll have to start in Atlanta. 


Miami has as been a st a streak killer. tt has 


snapped five-game skids against Florida 
State and Virginia Tech this year, as well 
as ending regular-season win streaks of 
17 for the ‘Noles and 19 for the Hokies. 


— 


with 1:20 left in the first half gave 
Wisconsin momentum. After the kick 
barely reached the end zone, the Badgers 
got the ball and scored three plays later. 


Missouri coach Larry Smith chose to 
open the Colorado game with an onside 
kick. The Buffs recovered but the Tigers 
never did, falling behind 21-0 en route to 
their seventh loss of the season. 


Memphis usually plays good defense, 
but the Tigers let Tennessee march down 
the field to set up the winning field goal. 
The winning drive was jump-started by a 
44-yard kickoff return. 


personality was not energetic enough to 
advance its program, Buffalo—still 
relatively new to D-1 play—announced it 
would not to renew the coach's contract. 


Good luck catching Colorado State. The 


Rams are 18-2 in November under coach 
Sonny Lubick. Mark their Liberty Bowl 
date in ink because they are not coming 
back to the conference pack. 


One worrisome note for an otherwise 


giddy Oregon State is a lingering groin 
injury that could limit TB Ken Simonton 
the rest of the season. The Beavers are 
fortunate sub have backup Patrick McCall. 
When LSU u upset Tennessee back in 
September, QBs Rohan Davey and A.J. 
Suggs both had career games. But with 
the emergence of Josh Booty and Casey 
Clausen, both are now aReDOUNIEs 


South Carolina at Florida. This will 


Boston College at College at ‘Notre Dam Dame. . The 
Eagles could shake up things not only for 
the Irish and their BCS hopes but for the 
league, which may have to accommodate 
as many as six bowl-eligible teams. 


are coming off a week off and can’t afford 
a letdown. The way Northwestern is 
playing, a slip by Purdue would hand the 
conference title to the Wildcats. 


Oklahoma at Texas A&M. Still smarting 
from last year’s humiliating 45-point loss 
in which they thought Bob Stoops ran up 
the score, the vengeful Aggies host the 
top-ranked Sooners at Kyle Field. 


Southern Miss at UAB. Can the Eagles 
rebound from an embarrassing loss to 
Louisville? The Blazers were poised to 
make a move to the top of the league 
before let at Cincinnati fast week. 


Se 


Miami at Marshall This game usually 


matches two of the top teams in the 
conference. That’s not the case this year, 
but both still have a shot to win the East 
and reach the MAC title game. 


New Mexico at UNLV. If the Lobos win, 
they still would need to beat BYU to 
become bowl eligible. if the Rebels win, 
they'll have to beat San Diego State and 
Hawall to do the same. 


Oregon State at Arizona. The Beavers 
have one hurdle en route to the Civil War 
vs. Oregon and a shot at the Rose Bowl. 
They'll have to best a tough Wildcats 
squad looking to aul for a bowl. 


decide the East: The Gamecocks would 
hold all tiebreaker advantages if they won, 
but the Gators have lost only one leaque 
game at home in the last six years. 


The icone has contacted the Las Vegas Fresno State at TCU. Both teams ers 
Bowl and Galleryfurniture.com Bowl about — the game with matching 4-1 conference 
placing a fourth team in the postseason. It  records—looking up at UTEP—and 
already has tie-ins with the Humanitarian, realize that a loss will end their chances 
Mobile Alabama and Silicon Valley Bowls. at the WAC championship. 


A failed 57-yard field goal by Minnesota at Michigan State. The Boilers 


oe — — > 


CB Shawndel Tucker, Hawaii 


a... 


hy ‘Ray Guy. Awartl* 


Duke’s Brian Morton. It has been a long 
year for the Blue Devils, but Morton is 
averaging nearly 45 yards per punt, good 
for fifth nationally. He is at least one 


weapon Duke can count on. 


West Virginia’s Mark Fazzolari. The 
sophomore has been a solid member of 
the Mountaineers’ special teams unit. He 
leads the league with an average of 42.6 
yards per punt. 

Minnesota's Preston Gruening. !n his 
first season as a collegiate punter, 

Gruening vaulted to No. 1 in the nation 

early and has stayed there with a 46.4- 

yard per punt average. 


Oklahoma's Jeff Ferguson. Although 
he doesn't get to punt all that often (27 
attempts in seven games) the junior 
carries a 40-yard average, with only 12 
kicks having been run back. 


$e 


Tulane’s Casey Roussel. The junior 
ranks 12th nationally with an average of 
43.8 yards per Kick. That's down from his 
average of 44.2 in 1999, which was the 
third-best in school history. 


Se 


Ohio's Dave Zastudil. The junior, who. 
has a career 44.3 average, is on pace to 
lead the league for the third year in a row. 
He has a shot at the MAC record—Ball 
State’s Brad Maynard set a 44.2 mark. 


ES 


BYU's Aaron Edmonds. Say what you 
will about the high altitude in Provo, 
Edmonds still has to do the job, and‘he 
has done it well. He leads the conference 
with a 43.9-yard average. 


California’s Nick Harris. He averages 
just about 41 yards per kick, but he punts 
for placement almost as often as 
distance. More than half of his punts have 
landed inside the opponent's 20-yard line. 


———— 


Arkansas’s Richie Butier. The 
sophomore averaged 46.9 yards on eight 
punts in the Razorbacks’ loss to 
Mississippi, boosting his league-leading 
average toa WnoopaN 45,3 yards. 


——— ———EEE =_ 


Texas-El Paso’s Glen Beard. He hes 
been one of the Miners’ unsung heroes en 
route to a 7-2 record. The senior leads the 
conference with a 41.7-yard average on 
44 attempts. 


CORRESPONDENTS: ACC: Rob Daniels; Big East: Michael Vega; Big Ten: Mark Craig; Big 12: Kirk Bohis; C-USA: Peie Holtermann; MAC: Doug Zaleski; Mountain West: Mark Anderson; PAG-10: Bruce Pascoe; SEC: Mike Sirange; WAG: Arthur Garcia. 


* Presented to the nation’s top punter. 
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If this monotonous mess doesn’t end after two overtimes, Out); ub 
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Ee | i chd on a 
a | teams are forced to go for two points on touchdown 
% ul TRS conversions. In other words, the only chance for strategy The BCS folks will send a 
3 J and decision making ends after He pe ches 2 bouquet of flowers to San Jose 
H Presumably, this decision was made because teams wo State for beating TCU, 27-24. 
—? Overtime needs an overhaul continue to score and kick conversions, and the game could The loss knocked the Horned 
They don’t want to be like the NFL. We've heard it over last into the next day. Frogs from the unbeaten ranks 
ooo and eee see oui brokers of college football who Here’s a novel concept: How about sudden-death and wiped out their chances 
aed insist on protecting the sanctity of amateurism. overtime? Kick it off, and the first team that scores wins. If of finishing in the top six of 
Fe Lael Giamie a break. Nearly neither team scores in the allotted the BCS standings, which 
everything college football has 15 minutes, it’s a tie. There's a carries an automatic BCS 
—_ done over the last decade— league that does it now, and it's at-large bid. . 
— conference expansion, revenue only the most popular, successful @ Northwestern will lose 
o> sharing (read: BCS)—has moved it sports entity in the nation. one of its last two games. The 
es closer to the pro game. But instead of playing an extra Wildcats’ 54-51 defeat of 
We give you Exhibit A: quarter complete with strategy and Michigan has them tied iy 
Sais decsion making we'vemoved Pure a 
in 18 Zeal eee padowerdito the sane Sees defense is every bit as horrid 


ties, the NCAA reinvented a high schools use. It's a quick and as its offense is great. The 


tiebreaker system and gave it a easy way to end the game so 
recognizable name to uphold that Se underpaid officials can get home Mega pr — ene 
preclots Sancta ues fe 2 on Friday night and schools dont November 18 with a visit from 
Gventine til WiO Bers iesy ane | | SBE, = have to pay overtime to an linois, which could have a 
Who coesne | fe tet SAD F overworked bus driver bowl bid of its own on the 
There is no strategy involved. NOT DUCKY: Teams such as Oregon have thrived in OT, but The NCAA followed a high line. 
It’s anything you can do,Icando, —_the rules may be a better fit in high school than in college. | School quick fix instead of the @ \f Southern California 
too—until one of us blows it. Put NFUs proven standard. Then changes coaches, which 
the ball at the 25-yard line and try to score. The team that again, college football doesn’t want to be like the NFL, seems like a foregone 
doesn’t match its opponent's score loses. remember? conclusion, look for Mike 
The system is driven by offense and revolves around Besides, an overtime tie probably would confuse that Garrett to be “promoted” from 
uncertainty on defense. You simply can’t afford to take straightforward and even-handed BCS system, anyway. his post as athletic director. 
chances on defense and give up a big play. Defenses are Many think Garrett's meddling 
forced to play base sets and hope someone makes a play, or Matt Hayes is the college football projects editor for THE ways have contributed to the 
someone on the offense makes a mistake. It’s that simple. SPORTING NEWS. Trojans’ struggles as much as 


Paul Hackett’s coaching. 


RECRUITING TRAIL RUMBLINGS AND LOCKER ROOM WHISPERS BY BOBBY BURTON 
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Inside recruiting/Defensive tackles 
Recruiting analyst Bobby Burton ranks the top 25-senior prospects. 
Rk. Name Ht/Wt. 40 Yd. Town/High school (schools player is considering) 
1. Tommie Harris 6-3/275 4.8 Killeen, Texas/Ellison (Texas, Florida State, Miami, Nebraska, Oklahoma) 


Harris goes sideline to sideline better than any down lineman in the country. His ability to tack down balicarriers and to rush the 
passer equally well make him the nation’s No. 1 defensive tackle prospect. Texas and Oklahoma are the front-runners in this race. 


Stanford’s Kwame Harris was considered one of 


_2. Orien Harris 6-4/270 4.8 _ Newark, Del./Newark (Fla. St., Miami, Mich. St., Ohio St., Penn St., Fla.,N.D.) _ the top five offensive linemen in the country last 
3. Marquise Hill _6-8/300 5.2 _ New Orleans/De La Salle (Mich., Ga., La. St., Fla. St., Ohio St., Fla., Ala., Texas) _ season. But that wasn’t enough to earn honors as 
4. CharlesRush ____6-3/286 4.9 _ Erie, Pa./Cathedral Prep (Pitt, Michigan, Penn State, UCLA, Notre Dame, Stanford) ; , 

“5. Wayne Dickens _6-2/273 5.0 _ Lakeland, Fla./Lake Gibson (Miami, Fla. St., Ga. Tech, Penn St,, Fla., Tenn.) Delaware’s top lineman. That award went to 

6. Thomas Derricks _—_—‘6-1/287 4.85 _ Dallas/Bishop Lynch (Duke, Neb., Penn St., N.D., Okla., Mich., UCLA, Texas A&M) younger brother Orien, who has visits scheduled to 
7. Anttaj Hawthorne _—6-5/285 4.9 Hamden, Conn./Hamden (committed to Wisconsin) . a . 

“8. Lorenzo Alexander G-2)950% 6.2 EBerkeleyiGaltsuMan/s(Ginitiicevaa Tach ilamiOmanncomantaant me | nds State and Mian. What a Jamuly. ... Chartes 
9. Robert Taylor 6-4/300 5.0 _ Oak Creek, Wis/Oak Creek (Wis., Neb., lowa, Mich., Miami, Mich. St, Minn.) _ Rush is considered the Keystone State's No. 2 

10. Tyler Reed _6-5/305 5.0 __Pittsburgh/Jefferson (Penn State, Pitt, Michigan, Michigan State, Tennessee) _ prospect behind RB Kevin Jones of Philadelphia. 

11, Jared Helming  —_—«6-4/265_~—4.7__ Springfield, Mo./Kickapoo (committed to Nebraska) sliv- i aaeod’ th Bante. ? 

12. Darrell Holmes __6-3/255 4.8 __Atlanta/Crim (Georgia, Florida State, Auburn, Georgia Tech) Jones generally is considered the nation's. top 

13. Raymond Tago _—_—-6-3/260_ 4.8 ~_ Long Beach, Calif./Poly (Florida State, Southern Cal, Ohio State, UCLA) -=—=—=—séprospect overall. ... Who was the last great lineman 

14. Titus Adams 6-4/275 4.8 Omaha, Neb./Creighton Prep (Neb., lowa, Mich., Penn St., Tenn., N.D., lowa St.) from Missouri to be signed by Nebraska? Current 


15. Matthias Askew 6-6/275 4.9 FortLauderdale, Fla./Dillard (Mich. St., Southern Cal, Auburn, North Carolina) _ 
16. LeKevin Smith 6-4/297 5.0 Macon, Ga./Stratford Acad. (Florida State, Nebraska, Georgia, Alabama, Auburn) 


Rams DE Grant Wistrom. It would be unfair to com- 


17. Clayton Harmon 6-5/270 5.0 _ Stephenville, Texas/Stephenville (committed to Texas Tech) ‘= pare Jared Helming and Wistrom just yet, but 
18. Davon Clark 6-3/255 4.8 _ Paterson, N.J./Catholic (Syra., Miami, Ohio St., Md., Penn St., Fla., B.C., Mich. St.) ners 

19, Jeff Thompson _ 6-5/250 5.0 Mishawaka, Ind./Penn (committed to Notre Dame) Helming is considered one a si rare players who 
20. Randy Starks _—_—-6-4/285__4.9_ Waldorf, Md./Westlake (Maryland, Syracuse, Penn State) should play early and often in Lincoln. ... Texas Tech 
21. Brandon McKinney _6-3/290 5.1 _ Dayton, Ohio/Chaminade (committed to Ohio State) hasn’t signed a defensive tackle the quality of 
22. Troy Banner 6-4/255 4.6 _ Pittsburgh/Penn Hills (Maryland, North Carolina, Virginia, UCLA, Pitt) 
gm R.9/9RB A itsburghyPenn Fills (Maryland, arolina, West Virgins, UGCA: Pit Clayton Harmon in years. So how'd the Red Raiders 


23. McKinley Boykin —6-2/265 4.9 McCalla, Ala./McAdory (Ga. Tech, NC St., Ga. 


Ala., LSU, Miss.,So. Miss.) 
_ 6-2/300. 5.46 _ Gaffney, S.C./Gaffney (Clemson, Miami, Fla., S. Caro., Fla. St., Mich. St., Tenn.) _ do it? Harmon’s former high school coach, Art 


24. Jeff Littlejohn 
25. Lyle Maiava 6-2/300 4.9 Honolulu/St. Louis (Nebraska, Washington State, Hawaii, Arizona, Washington) Briles. is now an assistant to Mike Leach in Lubbock. 


Bobby Burton is the editor of Rivals100.com, a member of the Rivals.com network. 
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The life of a gunner 


In Vannez Gooch's perfect world, 
enemy punt returners would awaken 
in the wee hours, soaked with the 
sweat of fear, knowing the Florida 
gunner was coming to get them. “I’m 
not slowing down,” Gooch says. 

Each time a return man circles a 
booming spiral, Gooch is speeding to- 
ward him, ready to make the tackle. 
He usually has zipped past one oppo- 
nent and sometimes split a double- 
team. His target stands there, waiting 
for the ball. Waiting for Gooch. 

With the SEC East Division title on 
the line Saturday when Florida hosts 
South Carolina, Gooch will do his best 
to keep the Gamecocks from breaking 
a long return. 

The job: Gooch is one of two gun- 
ners, or outside coverage men, the 
Gators use on most punts. His goal: 
Get downfield a split second after the 
return man catches the punt and 
make the tackle. “That’s my main po- 
sition,” says Gooch, also a backup cor- 
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Tide's n man is oF eesen™ 
By Tom Dienhart 


Keep it in the family, Bama. 

A fresh perspective isn’t always the best thing. 
Only next of kin understand the trappings, pressures 
and nuances of coaching at Alabama. That’s why the 
Tide should hire Tommy Bowden. 

| know he isn’t a Bear man or an Alabama grad, 
but Bowden served as an assistant in Tuscaloosa from 1987-89. The Tide went 27-9 
over those three seasons, which culminated with an SEC title. As receivers coach, 
Bowden developed his offensive acumen under coordinator Homer Smith. 

It’s that offensive prowess that should be appealing to Alabama. The Tide has been 
at its best when it has run a spread attack with Charlie Stubbs calling the shots. 
Remember last year’s SEC title game? Alas, Mike DuBose has pulled in the reins as 
things have gone bad, preferring to run the conservative, predictable offense he 
knows, loves and has died with. With Bowden in charge, there would be no indecision. 

It’s exciting to think of what Bowden could do with the talent at Alabama. If he 
can go 12-0 at Tulane and raise talent-challenged Clemson from the dead, imagine 
what he could do with the athletes at Bama. You can bet a player such as Freddie 
Milons wouldn't be rendered ineffective, which has happened this season. 

Bowden took a Clemson offense that ranked 93rd in the nation in 1998 and 
turned it into the 36th best in 1999. And don’t think Bowden's spread is all about 
passing. In 1998, the Tigers averaged 120 yards rushing. Last year, they netted 157 
per game. 

Bowden also would bring an affable personality to Tuscaloosa. That's needed 
after the dour DuBose era. It’s time to have some fun. 

The last time Alabama won a national title was 1992 under the leadership of 
Gene Stallings, a Bama man. Bowden can do it again. 
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FULL SPEED: Gooch says his first move must be 
faster than the defender’s first two steps back. 
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nerback. He led the Gators with 
11 special-teams tackles last year. 

A senior, Gooch also starts on 
Florida’s punt return, kickoff and 
kickoff return teams. 

The setup: When Gooch splits 
outside, he can encounter one of 
several scenarios. There might be 
one opponent straight up on him, 
determined to knock him off stride 
and slow his progress. 

Sometimes, that defender backs 
off, hoping to prevent Gooch from 
making a move early and getting 
loose. Or there could be a double- 
team, a sure indication that a full 
return is on. 

The break: Gooch’s first move is 
based on who is in front of him. If 
it’s one man, he might simply turn 
on the jets and use his 4.36 speed 
in the 40-yard dash—“I ran it on 
grass,” he says—to blow by the de- 
fender. 

“When I come to the line, I say 
to myself, “There’s no way this 
guy can beat me in the 40, ” 
Gooch says. “My first move has to 
be faster than his first two steps 
backward.” 

In the case of a double-team, 
Gooch picks one of the two and 
goes right at him. “If there are two 


Go outside: Go for Beamer 


By Matt Hayes 


The Bama man. Forever sought, never found. 
Those in the search committee for a new coach at 
Alabama must begin with two basic principles: 


1. Tide fans want Bear Bryant. 
2. The Bear is long gone. 


Once principle No. 2 is acknowledged, the Tide can 
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guys there, one of them is soft, usually 
a wide receiver,” he says. “T'll give him 
a move, and he’ll usually fall for it. 
Then I run around him.” 

The timing: Speed is important, but 
so is the ability to break down quickly 
as a gunner nears the return man. 
“You have about 2 yards to slow 
down,” Gooch says. That control is 
vital. Last season, Gooch nailed 
Florida State’s Peter Warrick just as 
Warrick caught the punt. Gooch was 
flagged for being too close. He 
thought it was questionable, but he 
understands the importance of proper 
timing. 

“If you don’t slow down,” he says, 
“you'll run right into the return man.” 

Gooch must be aware of fair-catch 
calls, too. In last January’s Citrus Bowl 
against Michigan State, Gooch was 
flagged twice for interference. “It’s 
hard to pull off late,” he says. “Those 
were late fair-catch calls.” 

The payoff: Punt returners may be 
having nightmares, but Gooch’s 
dreams are pleasant. And there's this 
one dream he shares with Florida’s 
other gunner, Bennie Alexander. 

“In pregame he and I talk about 
the perfect hit,” Gooch says. “The re- 
turner fumbles it, and one of us picks 
it up and scores.” —Michael Bradley 


Beamer 
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move forward and find the best coach available to restore the tradition and oride | in 
Tuscaloosa. That means steering clear of the family—and from hiring a Bama man. 

Staying in the family cost the Tide Bobby Bowden in the late 1980s. Bowden was 
interested and primed for the taking after building a rising program at Florida State, 
which had just begun to flex its might. But it seems Bobby wasn’t an Alabama man 
(although he’s a Birmingham native) and was in his late 50s and too old. Bowden 
then built FSU into the most dominant program of the 1990s and won two national 
titles. His team is in contention again this season. 

Now history—as it often does—is getting ready to repeat itself. Frank Beamer 
has Virginia Tech poised to become a major player in college football, and he just 
turned 54, Like Bowden, he has assembled a loyal and tireless staff that is the envy 
of many programs. But he’s not a “Bama Man,” In fact, the closest he has been to 
Alabama was when his team hung 38 points on the Tide in a Music City Bowl rout in 
1998—the second season for Mike DuBose, who'll be gone after the season. 

Beamer was high on the list four years ago when DuBose was promoted from 
defensive coordinator. So were Butch Davis and Rick Neuheisel. Those three coaches 
currently have their teams in the top 10, and none has any connection to the 


Alabama family. DuBose, who was the choice among boosters after Gene Stallings 
resigned, has made a mockery of one of the most storied programs in sports. 
Can Alabama afford to make the same mistake? The Bear is gone. Get over it. 
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The combination of smarts and preparation— 


yep, we're talking about the Raiders here— 


from quarterback Rich Gannon and coach Jon Gruden 


fuels Oakland's ascent to the top of the NFL 


on Gruden says the 
word, and you have to 
pinch yourself a bit. It 
hits you like a falling 
cartoon safe hits Wile 
E. Coyote. What’s a 
Raiders coach doing 
using words like this? What's he 
doing using words like this to de- 
scribe his own players? 

“He can really hurt you cerebrally,” 
Gruden says. He is discussing Rich 
Gannon, his quarterback. 

A cerebral Raider? Come on. Are 
we to believe Jack Tatum was really 
a sweetheart or that Otis Sistrunk 
decorated the locker room with 
flower pots and suncatchers? In the 
annals of oxymorons, this has to be 
among the most oxymoronic. 

Ah, but forget what you thought 
you knew of the Raiders. Gruden 
says his team, for so long a band of 
heathens, renegades and thugs, now 
has “a family atmosphere.” The 
family is 8-1, coming off last 
Sunday’s 49-31 win over its AFC 
West rivals, the Chiefs, a win so 
precise it was surgical. The Raiders 
muscled the Chiefs on the ground 
with 231 yards, but it was Gannon, 
their brainiac quarterback, who 
prodded his team to victory. 

“Rich is brilliant,” Gruden says. 
“He makes nice reads; he makes 
good audible calls at the line. He is 
very analytical, very creative. He 
makes the right decisions for us. 

“What he does is anticipate 
situations that are coming up. He 
has done enough preparation, he has 
played enough football in his life 
where he can make the audible that 
helps avoid a catastrophe.” 

Of course, Gannon has talent as 
well as brains, a mix of running 
ability, accuracy and instincts. The 
combination is almost impossible to 
defend. He has completed 61 
percent of his passes this season and 
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has thrown for 14 touchdowns with 
but five interceptions. He is also 
averaging 4.9 yards per carry with 
four rushing touchdowns. 

“He can do all of those things, 
running and passing,” Gruden says. 
“He has guts, mobility, leadership 
and instincts. But he is also smart 
enough to know when to do what.” 

Gannon is also smart enough to 
know that thinking on his feet 
requires groundwork, and there are 
not many quarterbacks who are 
better prepared. In fact, Gannon 
might seem a little obsessive about 
his preparations—he usually gets to 
work at 6 a.m. for some early study 
sessions—except that his coach 
makes him look like a common 
slacker. Gruden goes to bed around 
11 p.m., wakes up around 3 a.m. 
and gets settled in his office by 4. No 
wonder he leads the league in 
sideline snarls. He’s an insomniac. 

“He’s a freak is what he is,” 
Gannon says. 

Combine the mind power and 
freakish preparation of the coach 
and quarterback, though, and you 
have the reason behind Oakland's 
ascent to the top of the NFL, three 
games ahead of Denver and Kansas 
City in the AFC West and tied for 
the league’s best record. The Raiders 
have not been to the playoffs since 
1993 and have not won the division 
since 1990, thanks to a group of 
talented players who tended to fold 
more than a glove compartment 
road map. 

“Not this year,” says tackle Lincoln 
Kennedy, who has been a Raider for 
five years. “I’m tired of folding. We 
know what we're doing now.” 

“This is a different team than five 
years ago or 10 years ago,” Gannon 
says. “I realize what has happened 
around here in the past, but this 
team is different. We are not going 
to rest on our laurels.” 
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s much as Gruden spends 
those dark morning hours 
in search of perfection, the 
aiders are still best when 
things go wrong. The team, like its 
quarterback, does a great job of 
scrambling, making something out 
of nothing. The Raiders beat the 
Colts early this season after falling 
behind, 21-0, and they overcame a 
10-point deficit and toppled the 
Chiefs in the teams’ first meeting. 
They blew a 14-point lead against 
the 49ers but won in overtime, and 
they blew a 12-point lead against 
the Chargers before getting a game- 
winning field goal in the final 
minute. 

Oakland started scrambling against 
the Chiefs just moments before 
kickoff when the team learned that 
rookie kicker Sebastian Janikowski 
had contracted an infection in his 
foot. The cerebral coach, of course, 
had the explanation. 

“He has cellulitis, which is a 
bacterial aggravation of the soft 
tissue area,” Gruden said, smiling. 
“How’s that?” 

Punter Shane Lechler, another 
rookie, filled in for Janikowski, but in 
the spirit of Gruden’s Raiders family, 
there were plenty of kicking vol- 
unteers. 

“Everyone was bringing out their 
high school bios,” says receiver Andre 
Rison. “Everyone was saying, ‘Oh, I 
used to kick in high school. I'll do it.’” 

The absence of Janikowski did not 
hurt the Raiders—Lechler was 7-for- 
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RISON SHINES: Rison was up for two 


first-half touchdown receptions 
against his former teammates. 


7 on extra-point attempts, though he 
missed a field-goal try—but that’s 
typical. The Raiders seem to have 
fortune on their side this season. 
Last year, the team was 2-4 in 
games decided by three or fewer 
points. They are 3-0 this season. 
Early in the second quarter last 
Sunday, the Raiders had third-and- 
goal from the 6. Gannon faced pres- 
sure from the Chiefs, but he fired a 
short pass to tight end Rickey Dudley. 
The ball bounced off Dudley’s hands 
at the goal line and into Risen’s at the 


THE BARK AND THE BITE: 
The Raiders are atop the 
AFC thanks to a smart, 
young coach, Gruden (left), 
and a wise, old 
quarterback, Gannon. 


back of the end zone. 

Luck? 

“No,” Rison says, wryly. “We 
practice that all the time.” 


n addition to all the changes in 
things like brains, attitude and 
luck, the Raiders also have 
made some changes in style. 
Gruden was groomed in San Fran- 
cisco with Bill Walsh, then in Green 
Bay with Mike Holmgren before he 
was offensive coordinator for the 
Eagles from 1995-97. Holmgren 
and Walsh are two of the West 
Coast offense’s grand pooh-bahs, so 
it’s little surprise that Gruden has 
brought the system to Oakland. 

The steady, ball-control philo- 
sophy of the offense, though, is a big 
departure from Raiders tradition, 
where the goal has been to have re- 
ceivers with track-star speed, send 
them deep and put the ball up. 

“When I came here, we were a 
vertical team,” says 13-year veteran 
receiver Tim Brown. “We had Willie 
Gault, we had James Lofton. You’re 
not going to do a lot of 10-yard 
hooks with those guys. Now that’s 
what we have, a lot of short stuff, 
and you can run with the ball.” 

With Gannon, Gruden has the ideal 
quarterback for that system, an exper- 
ienced player—he will be 35 in De- 
cember, and this is his 12th season— 
who is accurate and can scramble. He 
creates a dilemma for defenses. 

“If you stay with your man, Rich 
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DUDLEY DO RIGHT: On his way to the end zone, Dudley fended off the Chiefs’ Jerome Woods. 


runs,” says Chiefs linebacker Donnie Edwards. “If 
you go after him, he throws over your head. What 
do you do? He makes something out of nothing.” 
Gannon repeatedly put the Chiefs in that bind. 
Defenses can either blitz Gannon and risk being 


beaten by his running, or stay back and give him ~ 


time to pass. Kansas City generally chose not to 
blitz, giving Gannon plenty of time to throw. 

The Raiders had a second-and-goal from the 10 
on their first possession, and Gannon dropped 
back to pass. But he could not find a receiver so 
he began to run. When the Chiefs collapsed to 
stop the run, Gannon pulled up just behind the 
line of scrimmage and tossed a touchdown pass to 
Rison in the corner. 

On a third-and-17 from the Chiefs’ 29 later in 
the first quarter, Gannon again got pressure from 
the Chiefs but was able to scramble into a clear 
spot and hit Brown with a sidearm pass near the 
sideline for a 21-yard gain. 

“You look at him, and I laugh when I hear 
people say he is the MVP of this team,” Rison says. 
“He is MVP of the league, not just the team.” 

“He creates a lot himself,” says Chiefs coach 
Gunther Cunningham. “But we did not get to him, 
put much pressure on him, either, though.” 

That will change for Gannon in the near-future. 
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The Raiders have taken advantage of a soft 
schedule through the first part of the season. Their 
opponents had a record of 11-32 heading into last 
weekend. But over the next few weeks, the 


Raiders will face good defenses—including those of 


the Broncos, Saints, Steelers and Jets—that are 
likely to do a better ‘job containing .Gannon than 
the Chiefs did. 

Gannon says he is—of course—prepared. 

“We know we are in the tough part of the 
schedule right now, and this is going to be a hard 
few weeks,” he says. “We’ve done a great job, so 
far. But we're only a little past the halfway point. 
We've got a long way to go, and a lot can happen.” 

The upcoming weeks, then, provide a good 
barometer for the Raiders. They could show that 
this new, cerebral, family approach is really 
working. Of course, they could fold again and be 
right back where they started. 

“Well, we don’t like talking about that,” Gruden 
says. “I don’t want to get too deep on you and start 
talking about the collapse of empires. There’s 
nothing worse than talking about yesterday’s 
heroes. We're a different team now.” TSN 


Sean Deveney is a staff writer for THE SPORTING 
NEws. 
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Despite fancy passing, 
foes still don’t 
defer to Elvis 


Elvis Grbac is flattered, but he has other things 
to worry about. He does not care much for being 
on television. Doing interviews only takes up 
time, and he does not care to see his face on the 
pages of magazines and newspapers. He does 
not consider himself the Chiefs’ statesman, 
though that new, full-face beard makes him look 
a bit like Lincoln. 

“| get bogged down if | do a lot of that stuff,” 
Grbac says. “It takes my concentration away from 
football, and it takes away from my playing 
ability.” 

Grbac has gained a little recognition, whether 
he likes it or not. He has thrown for 2,497 yards, 
the third highest total in the league this season. 
He is as healthy as he has been in his career, and 
is throwing to the best group of receivers in 
Chiefs history. He has thrown for at least 250 
yards in six consecutive games, including 504 in 
the Chiefs’ loss last Sunday to the Raiders. 

We ought to give Grbac a little credit. But, 
oddly, defenses around the league don’t see it 
that way. Maybe it’s a matter of old perceptions 
dying hard, but when it comes to stopping the 
Chiefs, teams still would rather stack the line 
against the run and let the Chiefs try to win 
through the air. After all, it was only last season 


_ that the Chiefs led the NFL in rushing attempts. 


“You have to take away the running game 
first,” says Raiders linebacker Greg Biekert. “They 
have a combination of people who can run the 
ball. You've got to be smart against the run and 
shut them down there. You want to force them to 
pass and take it from there.” 

It’s a strange strategy against a team that uses 
a running-back-by-committee, a committee that 
often resembles clowns trying to get out of a 
Volkswagen. But the strategy works. The Chiefs 
average 96.8 rushing yards in their wins and 56.3 
rushing yards in losses. 

Against the Raiders, the Chiefs rushed just nine 
times for 39 yards. Even when they drove to a 
first-and-goal at the 10 with just under two 
minutes to go in the first half, the Chiefs went for 
three straight passing plays. Grbac was sacked 
on the last of those plays, losing 6 yards and 
forcing the Chiefs into a field goal. 

“It’s hard to get anyone ina groove that way,” 
says Chiefs running back Kimble Anders, who led 
the team with 20 yards on two carries, one of 
which was a 19-yard run that ended in a lost 
fumble. 

“It’s surprising,” says Raiders coach Jon 
Gruden. “Given that the Chiefs have been one of 
the best running teams in the league over the 
years, you don’t expect it. But they are a good 
throwing team now.” 

The heavy loss to the Raiders pretty much 
knocks the Chiefs out of the AFC West race, but 


__ they still have a good shot at making the playoffs. 


Buffalo and Denver are the only teams left on the 
Chiefs’ schedule that are over .500, and the 
Chiefs may not have to call another running play 
this year to get to the postseason. 

“In the past, we've run the ball well,” says 
Chiefs coach Gunther Cunningham. “Right now, 
we’re throwing the ball well. Doesn’t matter how 
we do it, we’ve got to score points.” —S_D. 
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A quiet front allows Saints to rise 


would be the power 
of the future. 

Too bad Ditka 
couldn’t bring the same wisdom to his 
quarterback judgments. As accurate 
as his evaluation of Williams is 
proving out, his ability to give New 
Orleans a quarterback of any dis- 
cernable talent wound up being 
dreadful. It’s remarkable that Ditka 
could be so enlightened in one area 
and such a dredge in another. 

But that’s why Ditka now is back to 
his television-analyst/tough-guy role 
instead of coaching the Saints. It’s one 
of those mixed bags for the franchise: 
Give him credit for bringing in the 
start of the rest of our life, but thank 
goodness he isn’t around anymore to 
mess it up. ; 

Instead, the Saints are benefiting 
from a rare stroke of wisdom from 
owner Tom Benson. It was Benson 
who hired Ditka to help fill the 
Superdome, only to see the place 
become more empty every Sunday as 
the optimistic promises turned into 
more woeful performances. And it 
was Benson who replaced Ditka and 
his front-office authority with Randy 
Mueller, a direct opposite both in 
profile and in personality. Rarely has 
anyone as low-key as Mueller made 
so many loud noises so quickly. 

Mueller deserved this chance to run 
a franchise. In his 17 years with the 
Seahawks, he quietly evolved into a 
top-notch personnel man with the rare 
willingness to make trades. But he isn’t very colorful, 
certainly no match for the charisma of Mike Holmgren, 
who was hired by Seattle owner Paul Allen to coach and 
run the front office. Mueller stayed on as a valuable 
assistant, but he yearned to be his own boss. 

Not many front-office types in this league duplicate 
Mueller’s gutsy approach to team building. And after what 
he has pulled off in just one offseason with the Saints, 
Mueller probably has reduced the number of peers who 
will deal with him in the future. 

His most enlightened move was the acquisition of free- 
agent quarterback Jeff Blake from Cincinnati, which had 
Akili Smith and no need for two large contracts at the 
same position. Maybe Mueller got lucky with Blake, who 
didn't exactly come to New Orleans with the most glowing 
résumé. But there’s nothing wrong with luck. Certainly, 
the Ravens, who have brought in Scott Mitchell, Tony 
Banks and ‘Trent Dilfer the last two years, wish they had 
been so fortunate. This has become a league of 
quarterback retreads, with teams scrambling to find some 
quality among well-worn names—Blake, Banks, Dilfer, Jeff 


ike Ditka was right. He was right about Ricky Williams. 
He was right about how Williams would be the founda- 
tion of the Saints’ resurrection. He was right that Williams 


THANKS FOR THE COMPLEMENT: Signing Blake to a free-agent deal for the purpose of keeping 
defenses from jamming the line on Ricky Williams was G.M. Randy Mueller’s smartest move. 


After what he has 
pulled off in just one 
offseason with the 
Saints, Mueller 
probably has reduced 
the number of peers 
who will deal with 
him in the future. 


George, Kent Graham, Randall 
Cunningham, Gus Frerotte, Jay Fiedler, Jim 
Harbaugh. Give Mueller credit. Others 
could have signed Blake; he had the 
persistence and judgment to 

pull it off. 

While Blake isn’t having an 
All-Pro season, he has played well 
enough and consistently enough 
to prevent defenses from 
concentrating solely on Williams. 
That’s what happened last season 
on those afternoons when 
Williams was healthy enough to 
play. Ditka’s quarterbacks simply 
couldn’t earn with their arms any 
respect from defenses, much less 
ease the pressure on Williams. So 
opponents put eight tacklers 
around the line of scrimmage and 
dared the Saints to throw. 

Do that this season, and Blake 
can string together enough 
completions to douse the strategy. 
And when defenses start playing 
more conventionally, it opens up 
running space for Williams, who 
also is benefiting from Ditka’s 
efforts to build a talented 
offensive line. 

Mueller’s other enlightened 
move was hiring Jim Haslett, the 
Steelers’ defensive coordinator, as 
the Saints’ head coach. Haslett 
brought an energy level and a 
concentrated discipline to the 
team that was sorely needed. He 
restructured the offensive scheme 
to emphasize Williams’ running 
strengths. He brought life back to 
a defense that once had been 
among the league’s best, only to 
deteriorate last season. Now the 
Saints’ defense has quietly moved to among the NFL 
leaders in this category with only a smidgen of the 
publicity or praise given to the Bucs or Ravens. 

“Randy has done a really great job,” says Ozzie 
Newsome, the Ravens’ vice president of player personnel. 
“He is a real quiet guy but he knows the league real well. 
He did a lot in Seattle to give them a nucleus of good 
players, and he is doing the same in New Orleans. | think 
he is showing it was a great hire.” 

Considering Mueller had neither extra draft choices— 
remember, Ditka depleted the cupboard to acquire 
Williams—nor extraordinary cap room, what he has 
accomplished in New Orleans merits strong consideration 
as NFL executive of the year. And just think what he can 
do given more time and a return to a normal cap/draft 
situation. This franchise finally has the leadership stability 
and intelligence it needs to move among the league's 
elite. 


DILIP VISHWANAT / TSN 


TSN 


Senior writer Paul Attner covers the NFL for THE 
SPORTING NEWS. 
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Jets’ heart is strong, but it 


It’s time for the Jets to change into a 

hospital gown, have a seat on the doctor's 

table and prepare for a thorough examination. 
Let’s find out just how healthy this team is. 

Here is the Jets’ heartbeat in the first quarter: 
thump ... thump ... thump ... trump. 

And in the fourth quarter: THUMP THUMP 
THUMP THUMP THUMP. 

Previous tests have shown there is nothing 
wrong with the patient's heart. It’s a great heart. 
In fact, it’s probably working better than any 
organ on the team. 

How else could you explain the fact that 
quarterback Vinny Testaverde has a 116.1 passer 
rating in the fourth quarter of games, and a 55.0 
passer rating in the first three quarters of games? 
Or that the Jets have won four games with fourth- 
quarter comebacks? Even when the Jets lose, it’s 
not for lack of fourth-quarter production. Their 
30-23 loss last Sunday to the Broncos was typical. 
They fell behind 17-0, then made a game of it 
before running out of juice. 

The Jets are playing beyond their abilities late 
in games more than they are playing below their 
abilities early in games. But the 
heart is showing symptoms of 
stress that are emanating 
elsewhere. Let’s check some 
other potential problems. 

Offensive constipation. Forget 
the numbers; this is the Jets’ 
biggest problem. The Jets’ yards 
have come in gobs, like ketchup 
from a new bottle. They are 
overly reliant on a passing game 
for which they are ill-suited. 

The Jets had _first-and-goal 
and a chance to tie the score 
from the 2 against the Broncos 
with less than a minute 
remaining. Despite the fact that 
the best player on the team is 
running back Curtis Martin (he 
is the only Jets player that is 
rated as a “blue,” or difference 
maker, by the personnel de- 
partments of three teams we 
surveyed), the Jets chose to pass 
four straight times. All the of the 
passes fell incomplete. 

Throughout his 14-year 
career, Testaverde has been at 
his best when throwing quick 
passes on timing. Conversely, he 
has struggled when he has had 


STRUGGLING TO READ: Testaverde 
is at his best with quick passes, 
but he has trouble reading and 
reacting to the defenses. 
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won't beat long in playoffs 


he patient, the New York Jets, appears to be reasonably 
healthy but is complaining of having problems passing things, 
and also of an irregular heartbeat. 


to do a lot of reading. At times this year, he has 
played like the field has been too big for him. 

He hasn't been helped much by a below- 
average group of wide receivers. So confident 
were the Broncos against the Jets receivers that 
they played man-to-man the entire game. 

Wayne Chrebet, Dedric Ward and Laveranues 
Coles, the Jets’ top three receivers, average 5-10, 
186 pounds. You've seen bigger decorative 
shrubs. Hence, they struggle to get off the line of 
scrimmage, they don’t get open well, and they 
don’t make contested catches as well as a lot of 
receivers. Testaverde isn’t accurate enough to 
throw to covered receivers. 

It would be un-American not to root for the 
heroic Chrebet, who gives up his body for the 
good of the fight, and whose finest moments 
typically occur when they are needed most. 
Actually, Chrebet is a better action hero than he 
is a receiver. You want him on your team, but 
Chrebet is not going to carry a passing game. He’s 
not the fastest guy around. Against the Dolphins, 
he was run down from behind in overtime by 
middle linebacker Zach Thomas. 


The Broncos prevented Chrebet from breaking 
their backs. But Denver cornerback Ray C rockett 
came away thinking Chrebet is a “great” player 
enhanced by the scheme. “Chrebet really doesn | 
have any routes ... he has free rein to do what he 
wants,” Crockett says. “It helps that he can play 
sandlot football. Vinny looks for him pretty much 
every play, and he does what it takes to get open. 
He's a good guy to do that because he’s quick. In 
a short area, he’s hard to jam.” 

Some defenses have jammed the Jets’ receivers 
with success. On a third-down play in the fourth 
quarter at New England, cornerback Ty Law held 
up Chrebet at the line, which resulted in a 
Testaverde sack. Coles is fast, but he can’t use his 
speed when he can't get off a jam like the one 
Dolphins cornerback Sam Madison gave him earlier 
this year. On that deep throw, Coles didn’t get to the 
ball, and the pass fell incomplete. That is part of the 
reason why Testaverde has completed only 31 
percent of his pass attempts beyond 20 yards. 

Equilibrium. Interceptions and fumble recoveries 
have kept this team from falling down. In fact, this 
team has no balance without takeaways. The Jets 
have 20 takeaways, which has compensated for 
22 giveaways. 

“The key to trying to beat them is not turn the 
ball over,” says Dolphins offensive coordinator 
Chan Gailey. “They've done a good job of getting 
turnovers because they can rush the passer, and 
they've got athletes in the secondary who can run, 
jump and catch the ball. They get bodies to the 
ball with their speed at linebacker, and they get to 
loose balls on the ground.” 

The Jets have two pretty good cornerbacks in 
Aaron Glenn and Marcus Coleman. Teams throw 
away from Glenn, a superb man-to-man cover guy 
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who can really break on the ball, so 
Coleman gets most of the action. 
Although Coleman is a little gangly, he 
has good ball skills, which lead to the 
interceptions, 

Can the Jets expect to continue to 
keep getting takeaways? Probably not, 
unless one of the free safeties (Scott 
Frost, Kevin Williams or Chris Hayes) 
can play better. As it is, the safety 
coverage has been unsatisfactory. 

This team will remain addicted to 
takeaways because the Jets probably 
will continue to keep turning the ball 
over. “What gets us down is obvious,” 
Martin said after the loss to the 
Broncos. “We turned the ball over. We 
can’t afford to turn the ball over.” 

Testaverde is to interceptions what 
Elizabeth Taylor is to marriage. His 
13 interceptions are second highest in 
the NFL this season, and his 204 
career interceptions are second 
highest among active quarterbacks 
behind Warren Moon. But that 
doesn’t stop the Jets from lining up 
with an empty backfield an 
inordinate amount of time. “They 
throw the heck out of the ball from a 
spread formation, so that gives you 
opportunities to get picks,” says 
Buccaneers strong safety John Lynch. 

Muscle. No problems here. 

The Jets might have the finest group 
of linebackers in the league, and the 
blue-collar defensive line enables the 
linebackers to flow to the ball. “Their 
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linebackers are the strength of the 
defense,” Gailey says. 

New defensive coordinator Mike 
Nolan has used this strength wisely. 
With relentless defensive tackle Jason 
Ferguson and linebackers Bryan Cox 
and Marvin Jones manning the middle, 
the heart of the Jets’ defense is a big, 
balled fist. With a head-on hit, Jones 
makes running backs go from forward 
to reverse without a transmission shift. 
Cox is playing his best football in 
years, attacking runners viciously and 
rushing passers furiously. 

There also is no atrophy on the 
other side of the ball. The Jets clear 
holes for Martin with a line that plays 
better than it has a right to. It isn't 
exactly a group of All-Pros, though 
second year guard Randy Thomas is a 
rising star at guard, and center Kevin 
Mawae also is darned good. The Jets 
went into last weekend ranked second 
in the NFL in sacks allowed per play. 
The Jets need to emphasize their 
offensive muscle more. 

The doctor's diagnosis: The Jets are 
not as healthy as they appear. Unless 
they change their lifestyle, they can’t 
be expected to live beyond the first 
week of January. Further testing in 
Indianapolis and Miami the next two 
weeks is prescribed. TSN 


Senior writer Dan Pompei covers the 
NFL for THE SPorTING NEws. E-mail 
him at pompei@sportingnews.com. 
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8. Washington 6-4 12 : : no clear choice, and Ralph 
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99. New England 2-7 «13 and the network « cameras find something lovable. — 
23. Arizona 3-6 WI 4 Bryan Cox. Once known as a | problem child, 
24, Atlanta 327) “the seu linebacker is playing well and stay 
25. Seattle 3-7 WI rs are looking to buy s ace onithe 
26. Dallas 3-6 «12 et restrictor pad above his 

27. Chicago 2-7 = Wt i * | 
28. San Francisco 2-8 L5 yee 
29, Cincinnati 2-71 tt Used The league Pabively | 
30. Cleveland 2-8 17 me nes eight four-team _ 

31. San Diego 0-9 Lg 

Through last Sunday's games. TSN's 

Power Poll is determined by TSN editors. 


FRONT OFFICE RUMBLINGS AND LOCKER ROOM WHISPERS FROM DAM POMPEI 


GORE’D SILLY: Sapp was less than excited about a practice visitor. 


After Dave McGinnis’ first couple of weeks on the job as the Car- 
dinals new coach, his players were reaching for the ice bags and the 
Bengay. The word out of the locker room is practices and condi- 
tioning under McGinnis are a lot more physically challenging than 
they were under the recently fired Vince Tobin. And the hard work 
may have paid off with an upset of the Redskins. ... Part of Rams 
DE Kevin Carter's ineffectiveness might be attributed to his appetite. 
Carter, who was a 275-pounder coming out of Florida in 1995, is 
up to an all-time high 300 pounds. Carter has been gaining weight 
steadily since he has been in the NFL, but some believe he may 
have reached the point where he has lost his burst. ... The next Cow- 
boys linebacker to take a free-agent hike is likely to be the gifted 
Dexter Coakley. When Coakley becomes free in the offseason, the 
Cowboys are expected to take the same stance they've taken with 
many others: Linebackers are replaceable parts. So Coakley will 
make like Randall Godfrey, Robert Jones, Darrin Smith and Ken 
Norton and sign elsewhere. ... We hear the Buccaneers weren't too 
thrilled with Al Gore’s campaign visit during the middle of a practice 
last week. In fact, after Gore talked for a few minutes, Bucs DT 
Warren Sapp, who wasn’t even practicing because of a knee injury, 
muttered, “Can we get back to some football now?” After that com- 
ment, Gore said he sensed he should wrap things up. He did, to the 
relief of many. ... Speaking of famous people visiting NFL teams, actor 
Kevin Costner recently took in a Bears practice. He also watched 
some tape with QB Cade McNown and even ran a few routes. Hey, 
maybe the Bears can use him. ... How could team owners vote to 
have consecutive Super Bowls in Houston, Jacksonville and Detroit? 
Those are three places no one wants to be in January. 
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than a few botched 


Central, the difference between realized 
and wasted potential has been coaching. 

You can’t really blame Ravens coach Brian 
Billick for all of quarterback Tony Banks’ on-field 
indiscretions. But unlike Titans coach Jeff Fisher, 
Billick hasn’t made the necessary adjustments to 
contend in a division filled with underachievers. 

Basically, there are two trains of thought when 
it comes to head coaching: You can either adapt a 
system to fit a group of players, or you can get a 
bunch of players to fit a system. Until last Sunday’s 
27-7 victory over Cincinnati, Billick had done 
neither. And come on, those were the Bengals. 
Sure, the Ravens got tight end Shannon Sharpe 
involved and relied more heavily on the ground 
game, but it will be interesting to see if those 
things happen this week against Tennessee, a team 
that actually requires a game plan. 
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FOLLOW ME: With injuries racking the Titans’ receiving corps, 
George never has been more valuable than he is this season. 
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Coaches’ ability to adapt 
separates Titans, Ravens 


hey’re separated by only a couple of games in the win column, 
but the gap between the Titans and Ravens is more significant 
red-zone trips. 


In the AFC 


When he arrived in Baltimore via Minnesota in 
January 1999, Billick brought with him a 
reputation as one of the league's most innovative 
offensive minds, but few people realized—especially 
owner Art Modell—that it also could be one of the 
most inflexible. With the Vikings, Billick 
coordinated an offense so deep at the skill positions 
that even a revolving-door policy at quarterback 
couldn't slow down the multiple-receiver attack. 
Randy Moss, Cris Carter. Jake Reed. Billick had a 
lot of talent at wideout. For a few years in the mid- 
‘90s, Billick’s third receiver was Qadry Ismail. 
During Billick’s two seasons in Baltimore, Ismail 
practically has been his only weapon. 

Granted, adapting isn’t always simple, especially 
when you've been so successful in the past. 
Regardless, it doesn’t change the fact that Billick 
should have taken a closer look at his roster 
before training camp started. He has a 
nifty pair of complementary running 
backs (Priest Holmes and Jamal 
Lewis); a Pro Bowl fullback (Sam 
Gash); two aging yet effective pass- 
catching tight ends (Sharpe and Ben 
Coates); a solid, run-blocking offensive 
line; and quarterbacks (Banks and 
Trent Dilfer) with 20/80 field vision. 
Sounds like personnel suited for a 
low-risk, ball-control offense. Why, 
then, have the Ravens been trying to 
execute a high-risk vertical passing 
game? The only explanation is that 
Billick grossly miscalculated the slope 
of Banks’ learning curve. What Billick 
needed was a modified system to 
account for growing pains—much like 
the one Fisher had ready when 
injuries wiped out his receiver corps. 

Heading into the season, the Titans’ 
offense wasn’t supposed to be just 
Eddie George. The predictable days of 
George left, George right, George up 
the middle were supposedly giving 
way to more three- and four-receiver 
formations, and Steve McNair’s arm 
was going to be used for the first time 
since he arrived in the NFL in 1995. 
At least, that was the plan. 

When general manager Floyd 
Reese posted bail to free wide 
receiver Carl Pickens from Cincinnati, 
this offense appeared ready to tear 
through opposing secondaries. But the 
only tearing has been to the knees 
and hamstrings of their receivers. 
With Kevin Dyson missing all but one 
game and Yancey Thigpen and 
Pickens lost for many others, Fisher 
junked the original playbook in favor 
of the easy-to-read, Dick-and-Jane 
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NO LEADING MAN: /smail is a good player, but as 
this season has shown, he cannot carry an offense. 


installment that his team used in the past. 

That was the type of decision that makes Fisher 
one of the NFL’ great coaches. He's known for his 
great defensive mind, but Fisher also understands 
the big picture. He’s not married to any ideas, at 
least ones that could get in the way of winning 
games. Like his counterpart in Baltimore, Fisher is 
linked to a specific scheme—the 46 defense—but 
you can bet he would tinker with it if the Titans 
didn’t have the right athletes in place. 

The other guy who deserves some credit for 
Tennessee’s fast start is offensive coordinator Mike 
Heimerdinger, whose patience and _ egoless 
approach should be commended. In the offseason, 
when everyone was talking about the changes that 
Les Steckel—the man he replaced—was making 
with the Buccaneers, Heimerdinger quietly 
focused on improving the Titans’ ho-hum offense. 
Every position coach in the league waits for his 
turn to become a coordinator and put his stamp 
on a game plan; that’s how one eventually gets to 
the top. So far, Heimerdinger, formerly Denver's 
wide receivers coach, has resisted that temptation 
for the good of the team. 

Before the season, and before all the injuries, 
Heimerdinger had some new wrinkles that he 
couldn’t wait to throw, literally, at enemy defenses. 
All those ideas must now wait, perhaps until next 
season when Dyson returns from injured reserve 
and Heimerdinger and Fisher have options 
beyond George. TSN 


The War Room, headed by 
Former NFL scout Gary 
NFLWARROOM.COM Horton, analyzes NFL 
personnel and college prospects. 
To subscribe to The War Room books, call 1-800-657- 
5684 or visit its website (www.nflwarroom.com). E-mail 
The War Room at warroom@sportingnews.com. 
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Draft watch 


by the Rams in the third round of this year’s draft. Some 


RE PEN a like him better than Hamilton. iawn 

en a —Ss«'3. Robert Garza, Texas A&M-Kingsville, 6-2, 292. aes 
A scrapper with good upper-body strength. Has some NFL grades are rolling in at a swift pace for 
CENTERS athleticism. Smart and tough. Isn’t a mauler. Should be a some of the top prospects around the country, and 
OU ald Jeff Christy of the there are some interesting names, trends and 
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pales Wer evel ae bik dirs and toughs. Isn't tinues to plummet. Both players were considered 
likely that there will ba fewer real strong at the point. first-round prospects when the season started, but 
than 10 centers drafted pi Sl at times, Also'a Seymour was ranked 93rd and Warren popped up 
ove ree a 5, tibet Virginia Tech, 94th on a recent draft list we saw. Defensive 


1. Ben Hamilton, 


Minnesota, 6-4, 275. He is a 6-1, 285. Good technicianwho ~—pJayers from Florida State are typically overrated 


would fit in the protection 


peat va Saat eR scheme of a West Coast anyway due to the NFL success of a few of the 
with veeine and kaeve see Lite aaa sound. school’s recent draftees, so that may be one reason 
angles. Uses his hands well. At ft e 5 Ww Tae Sa for the drops. ... Another real shocker was the top- 
his best in a short area. Has NGersized, AISO COUIC DE a ; 

some physical limitations guard. five ranking of North Carolina TE Alge Crumpler. 
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Wisconsin, 6-4, 296. Doesn't Explosive hitter. Strong in the and a possible first-round pick all along, but never 


always look good, but gets the | eZ hips and ets Oe) ne a top-five pick. ... USC LB Markus Steele continues 
job done. Isn’t real athletic, but > Step with quickness. Struggles sa Nexiois eel isle one lb sokei cdl scale aa 
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Tape measures 


Most nights when Saints outside 
linebacker Mark Fields gets home 
from work, he pops a tape in the VCR. 

But hold the popcorn. Fields won't 
be seeing the latest special-effects-filled 
action flick. It won't be a Disney film 
for Fields to watch with his sons, Mark 
II and Tyus, either. And it won't be a 
romantic comedy for Fields and his 
wife, Angela, to enjoy. 

Instead, Fields probably will watch 
an edited version of his day at work in 
Metairie, La., the home base and 
practice facility of the Saints. 

A member of a defense that has 
been rated at or near the top of the 
NFL all season, Fields often brings his 
work home in the form of video from 
that day’s practice session. 

On another night, he will tune in for 
an hour of an opponent's running 
plays to prepare himself for a game. Or 
perhaps Fields will fall asleep re- 
viewing a collection of plays that 
shows an opponent's goal-line offense. 

“I watch about an hour a night. I try 
not to go over that,” Fields says. “It 
helps tremendously (with — play 
recognition). If I see a back a little 
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ME: Film study has made Fields a better player. 


TODD WARSHAW FOR TSN 


deeper than normal or in an unusual 
formation, you recognize it.” 

The tape he watches on any given 
night is one of more than 100 
produced each week by Joe Malota, 
the Saints’ video director. 

Malota, who has been with 
the team for four years, has chronicled 
on videotape pretty much everything 
that has happened at practices and in 
games during that period. 

Inside the Saints’ base of operations, 
Malota is usually found hunkered 
down with thousands of dollars of 
electronic equipment inside an editing 


room, where he has little time for 
conversation. No time to talk, he 
insists; got to splice together a two- 
minute tape on kickoffs—onsides, 
squibs, deep kicks. 

As is the custom for NFL teams, the 
Saints record all their practices on 
videotape. While Malota is inside 
editing, TD. Cox often gets the 
precarious assignment of recording 
every drill outside on the team’s 
practice field. 

Perched on a platform that is sus- 
pended by a yellow crane high above 


the shrubs and fences that surround 
the practice area, Cox and his video 
camera on a tripod are the first things 
in sight to visitors approaching the 
facility. 

Cox, a football operations assistant, 
explains the daily process. After each 
drill, he drops a tape off the platform 
with a pulley system. The tape is 
taken by another member of the 
football operations staff into the 
editing room, where Malota waits to 
do his thing. The film is edited and 
copies are made. When the coaches 


0 for October, but it’s over 


The streak had to end sometime, and only a killjoy 
would point out that it ended against the Bengals. 

Forty-six seconds into the second quarter of last 
Sunday’s game at Cincinnati’s Paul Brown Stadium, 
Ravens wide receiver Brandon Stokley caught his first 
pass of the season from Trent Dilfer and did something 
no Baltimore player had done in six weeks—run into the 
end zone with a football in his hands. 

Stokley’s 14-yard touchdown catch ended one of the 
longest offensive slumps in modern NFL history. After 
fullback Obafemi Ayanbadejo scored on a 1-yard TD 
plunge midway through the fourth quarter of a 37-0 win 
over the Bengals on September 24, the Ravens played 21 
consecutive quarters before scoring another touchdown, 
matching the 1991 Colts for the longest TD drought since 
the 1970 NFL-AFL merger. The Bears played 22 straight 
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quarters without scoring a touchdown in 1974. 

During the dry spell, which lasted 322 minutes and 32 
seconds, the Ravens failed to score a touchdown in 60 
possessions and kicker Matt Stover scored 49 
consecutive Baltimore points (16 field goals and the 
point-after following Ayanbadejo’s touchdown). 

While no one could have forseen such a streak six 
weeks ago—the Ravens averaged 24.5 points in their 
first four games—even fewer could have guessed the 
players involved in its end. Stokley, a second-year player 
from Southwestern Louisiana, had been either inactive or 
on the sideline all season and had caught just one pass 
in 99, Dilfer rode the bench behind Tony Banks for most 
of the season before getting his first start a week ago. 

“| told Brandon when we practiced that play during 
the week, ‘Watch, this will be the play that scores, ” said 
relieved coach Brian Billick, adding, “It allows me to 
actually sleep one night this week.” 
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and players walk off the practice field, 
the tapes are ready for viewing. 

Not only do the Saints review their 
own work, but their opponents are 
thoroughly dissected—and cut up. In 
football operations video jargon, “cut 
up” refers to editing game video into 
groups of similar situations and com- 
mon plays. For example, the tape Fields 
sits down to watch could have 
20 running plays out of the I-forma- 
tion. Then it could show another 20 
running plays out of a split-back set. 

The tape can be edited and broken 
down even further. It can be sorted 
into third-and-1 plays. Or third-and- 
long plays. Or fake-field-goal-attempts 
in-the-third-quarter-on-natural-grass- 
with-the-temperature-above-7 8- 
degrees plays. 

OK, that may be exaggerating a little, 
but the Saints do have a video col- 
lection to match your local Block- 
buster franchise. In a room down the 
hall from the editing room, the Saints’ 


video library is lined with tapes of 


every NFL game from the past three 
seasons, and even more shelves are 
stocked with video from college 
football games. 

In another room downstairs, the 
team stores video and film from games 
dating to 1989. 

Then there are the tapes Malota and 
his crew make for the Saints’ coaching 
staff. Coach Jim Haslett and four scouts 
get every practice drill on tape. The 
offensive and defensive coordinators 
get tapes of all the drills involving their 
personnel. Tapes also are made for the 
special teams coach, line coaches and 
specific position coaches. 

And more tapes and more tapes. 
Tapes that are watched, rewound and 
watched again. Tapes that hold the key 
to either stopping an opponent's swing 
pass or the blocking scheme for freeing 
a kick returner. 

And, of course, the tape Fields will 
watch at home before he goes to bed. 

—Brian Murphy 


INSIDE THE 


St. Louis at N.Y. Giants. In a possible NFC title game preview, the 
Giants figure to go right after the Rams with a running attack led by 
Ron Dayne and a passing game thats finally starting to click with 
QB Kerry Collins and WRs Ike Hilliard and Amani Toomer. This 
game should tell us a lot about how good the Giants really are. 


MATCHUP TO WATCH 


Bengals RB Corey Dillon vs. the Dallas DL. Last week, Eagles QB 
Donovan McNabb found enough holes in the Cowboys’ line to gain 
58 rushing yards on only five carries. But if the Cowboys can contro! 
Dillon—who has been either very hot or very cold—they’ll win. The 
Cincinnati passing game is one of the NFL's worst in years. 


ON THE SPOT 


The Redskins’ quarterback. It really doesn’t matter if Brad Johnson 
or Jeff George is under center when the Redskins play their next 
game, against the Rams in Week 12—their offense must step up. 


Scoring one touchdown against a 2-6 Arizona team just doesn’t cut it. 


Cardinals KR Martay Jenkins. A second-year player from Neb- 
raska-Omaha, he ranks among the league leaders with a 26.6-yard 
kickoff return average, His 72-yard return on the second-half kickoff 
set up the go-ahead touchdown in last week's upset of the Redskins. 


ROOKIE REPORT 


Redskins LB LaVar Arrington is finally looking like a No. 2 overall 
pick. That's not surprising, nor is the fact that he has made some out- 
standing individual plays of late. The surprising thing about Arrington 
right now is that he is consistently making the routine plays. 


a JN Sj Bl SS @) =| = oF ty 
The Eagles will not score a touchdown against the Steelers in this 


weekend's Battle of Pennsylvania. Pittsburgh hasn't allowed a touch- 
down in 20 consecutive quarters, and the streak will continue against 
an offense as ineffective as Philadelphia's has been. 


FANTASY 
SOURCE 


The development of Eagles OB 


shutouts in its last two home games, which should give fantasy 
owners enough reason to bench McNabb. 


For more fantasy football go te 


fantasy.sportingnews.com 


Donovan McNabb continues this week 
against a Steelers team that has redis- 
covered its defense and home-field edge. Pittsburgh has pitched 
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Jenkins gives McGinnis 
some very happy returns 


Coach Dave McGinnis had a serious 


talk with kick returner MarTay 


pay off. Jenkins had a 36.6-yard 
return average in the win over the 
Redskins, including a 71-yarder 
that set up the game-winning 


touchdown. Jenkins has 
GRADING OUT 


never really been so 
vs. Washington spectacular, not since the 
OFFENSE D 


preseason finale against 
San Diego, when he 


Way too many blown chances — returned a kick for a TD. 
and more disappointing He has the speed to make 
decisions by Plummer. every return a possible 


game-breaker. But he has 
fumbled a few times and 
admittedly was tentative 
for fear he would lose the 
ball in traffic. The fear has 


Gave up a lot of yards but just 
one touchdown; scored one 
TD of its own. 


SPECIALTEAMS A 


Jenkins was excellent onkick subsided, and the : 
retums, and P Player came Cardinals are better for it. 
up with a huge boot. McGinnis also had a talk 
COACHING =e with punt returner Mac 
McGinnis’ enthusiasm rubbing igen a Eat 
off, but questions remain about beiaaate thes tedihivs 


some moves on offense. 
never punted. ... The 


Cardinals ran 44 plays Sunday, the fewest in a game 
since 1995 and the fewest in a win since '87. It’s 
obvious the offense is having its problems. Most telling 
was an early “drive” following CB Aeneas Williams’ 
103-yard fumble return. Williams intercepted the ball 
on the ensuing Washington possession, giving Arizona 
the ball at the Redskins’ 19. But the Cards went just 2 
total yards (plus 5 on a penalty), choosing to run into 
the line on third-and-short and losing yards. The 
innovation shown a week earlier against the Saints 
seemed to disappear. The defense is starting to hold up 
its end of the bargain. Now it's the offense’s turn. 


SCOUTING REPORT: G Lester Holmes hasn't been overly 
impressive, and his $2 million-plus salary is a potential 
salary-cap hindrance, It isn’t as if Holmes has been 
terrible. But he has been nursing some injuries, and 
he—along with the rest of the offensive line—has been 
average at best. Holmes’ pass blocking has been better 
than his run blocking, but that isn’t unusual for a 
Cardinals offensive lineman because this team can’t run 
the ball and gets plenty of practice pass-protecting. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The team has been searching 
for a third receiver ever since WR Rob Moore was hurt 
in the the preseason. Neither Jenkins nor Cody has 
done the job, so the team has used everybody 
imaginable as the third receiver. That's why you've 
seen more throws to running backs and more throws to 
tight ends. Ten different receivers were the targets in a 
recent game, and the looks were varied once again last 
weekend for QB Jake Plummer. It may have been 
difficult for Plummer to trust so many untested 
receivers early in the season, but at this point, he 
doesn't have much of a choice. —Darren Urban 


CARDINALS 


PASSING _ Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks 


Plummer 314 184 586 1988 70t 10 15 680 11 


PUNTING No. Yds.Avg. Blk. 


Pittman 95 394 41 3 | Player 33 1493 452 0 

Jone 85° 282 3.3 

OR abp Ry a | KORETURNS No. Yds.Avg. 7D 
, Jenkins 45 1199 266 0 

Boston 45 682 152 4 | PUNTRETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD 

Pittman 97 327 88.1 | SOY 18 113. 63 0 

Sanders 28 370 13.2 4 | SACKS: Folston 20; Rice 2.0, 

McKinnon 2.0 


1, Chavous 1, Walz 1 


Statistics provided by STATS Inc. through Sunday, November 5. 


Jenkins last week, and it seemed to 
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Hennings’ career in jeopardy 
as a result of nerve injury 

The Cowboys received a blow 


+ \ when they lost DT Chad Hennings 


“to a nerve irntation problem in his 
\ e ( neck that is career-threatening. 

ae Aa Hennings is expected to have 

“i surgery to correct the problem and 

miss the remainder of the season. 
Considering he is 35, he 
may struggle to come back 
from the injury, which is 
similar to the one that 
forced Dary! Johnston to 


GRADING OUT 


vs. Philadelphia 
OFFENSE =F 


Smith and Warren were retire. Hennings has long 
dominant as team rushed for been adept at controlling 
more than 200 yards. gaps and tying up linemen 


so linebackers can make 
tackles. But the team is 


DEFENSE Cc 


CB McNeil committed two 


penalties that helped Eaglesto © comfortable with 

10 fourth-quarter points. replacement Brandon 
Noble, who was effective 

Seder made a clutch 47-yard (eight tackles) in the loss to 

field goal, and Tucker had a the Eagles. Though 

47-yard kickoff return. undersized at 6-2, 285, 


Noble is strong against the 
run. He relies on good 
technique to stay low and 
hold his position so 
linebackers can make 
plays. Michael Myers moves up to the third tackle spot. 
.. QB Troy Aikman failed to start for the third time this 
season because of back spasms triggered by a hard hit 
he took from DE Tony Brackens in a loss to the 
Jaguars. The NFL fined Brackens $15,000. Aikman 
says he didn’t have any problems throwing last week, 
but he still couldn't bend over enough to take a snap. ... 
WR James McKnight has been the big-play receiver 
the team thought he would be. The team spent a third- 
round pick on McKnight, but he missed last season 
with a torn ACL. His biggest flaw has been inconsistent 
hands, but he has dropped few passes this year. He 
leads the team with 10 receptions of 20 yards or more, 


SCOUTING REPORT: Rookie CB Dwayne Goodrich was 
inactive for the first eight games. The Cowboys drafted 
him because of his big-play ability, and they thought 
with coaching, he could eliminate the bad habits that 
allowed him to get beat on double moves at Tennessee. 
But he showed up for minicamp out of shape and 
sustained a nagging hamstring injury. He might move 
to safety because he lacks hip flexibility, which means 
he has difficulty turning and running—the essence of 
playing corner. But he's tough enough to play safety. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The team has a tough time 
stopping scrambling quarterbacks because it plays soft 
zone coverages. That means linebackers drift about 15 
yards off the line, and safeties—usually in a two-deep 
zone—can drop as much as 30-to-35 yards off the line 
after the snap. If the quarterback gets past the linemen, 
the play usually goes for at least 10 yards. That's 
because the LBs and DBs are so deep in their drops 
that it takes them several seconds to stop, turn around 


Still too many turnovers and 
penalties. Coaches need to do 
something about sloppiness. 


and chase the ball. —/ean-/acques Taylor 


COWBOYS 


PASSING _ Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks 
Cunningham 125 74 592 849 76 6 4 824 8 


Aikman 116 65 560 736 48 5 9 573 10 


PUNTING No. Yds.Avg. Blk. 


RUSHING _Att, Yds. Avg, TD 
E. Smith 175 743 4.2 6 | Knorr 35 1528 43.7 0 


Warren 41 178 43 2 
, KO RETURNS _No. Yds.Avg. TD 

Qanogiam _23 89 38 Tucker o7 673 249 0 

McKnight 27 496 184 1 FULT RETURUS Ho. Yds. Avg. _7D. RETURNS Ho. Xs Auth m 

ismail 25 350140 1 arily 215 1 

Hanis 24 196 8.2 5 | SACKS: Lett25. Zeliner 2.0, Ehuban 
15 

Seder 21 21 13 14 60 pre eee Sparks 2 Woodson 
<, PRX € 
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Team’s playoff potential 
will be tested against Rams 


The Rams game will test the team’s 
ability to beat a top-level opponent 
and provide some insight on 
whether it can make some noise in 
the playoffs. The focus will be on 
the offense, which should move the 
ball well against a so-so Rams 

defense. This might be the 

dN (CRT me = week QB Kerry Collins 
vs. Cleveland finally has to pull one out 
on his own down the 

OFFENSE 3 stretch of a big game. The 
Overcame sluggish start with team was encouraged to 
24 first downs. Collins made 
some big-time throws. 


see him make big plays 
DEFENSE 


down the stretch last 
Sunday, making the 

Took care of business against + Browns pay for loading up 

NFL's worst offense, allowing 

41 rushing yards. 


against the run. ... CB 
Jason Sehorn hopes to 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
Maynard punted well; cov- 


return this week after 
erage units were solid. Not 


missing two games with a 
much going on in return game. 


fractured rib. Even minus 
RB Marshall Faulk, the 
Rams’ passing attack still 
looms as a tough test. 


Offensive coordinator Sean Sel h : dit 
Payton made the Browns pay © OFT» W210 was rounding 
for focusing on the run. into his 1997 form when 


he was hurt October 15 
against the Cowboys, is able to shut down one side of 
the field and follow the opponent's top receiver. In his 
absence, CBs Dave Thomas and Emmanuel McDaniel 
have held up as the team has used more zone 
coverage. The team’s defensive strategy will be to give 
up underneath stuff but stop deep balls at all costs. ... 
RB Tiki Barber has been team MVP. Ron Dayne is 
helping keep him fresh by taking more snaps, and 
Barber is in the best shape of his pro career. He is 
playing with a hairline fracture of his right thumb but 
insists the injury does not affect him. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Amid all the talk about newcomers 
in the offensive line—Lomas Brown, Glenn Parker and 
Dusty Zeigler—RG Ron Stone quietly has Had an 
effective season. The only lineman in the same position 
he played last year, Stone consistently has moved 
opponents out of the way, paving the way for an elite 
running game that loves to go right. His specialty is run 
blocking, but he also has been solid in pass protection. 
He has been the key to holding the line together. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The defensive line has taken 
some justifiable heat for a lackluster pass rush, 
although its four sacks against the Browns were a very 
good sign. But part of the reason is the team's 
commitment to stopping the run. The front fours of 
some teams focus so hard on storming into the 
backfield with little regard for the consequences that 
they are vulnerable to running backs who get to the 
line of scrimmage quickly. The Giants take care of their 
gap responsibilities along the line and rarely allow 
backs to get into the secondary. Tennessee's Eddie 
George is the only running back to do serious damage 
against the Giants all season. —/Veil Best 


PASSING Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks 


Collins 265 169 59.3 1890 40.11. +7 809. 16 
PUNTING No. Yds.Avg. Blk. 

Barber 114 +621 5.4 4 | Maynard 48 2007 424 0 

Dayne 148 515. 3. 

cane VB 913-33 | KO RETURNS No. Yds.Avg,_TD 

| St Deon eh dg Oe 

Toomer 42 408-116, 4” | PUNTRETURNS No. Yds.Avg._ TD 

Hiliad 39 +510 13.1 4 | Saber ss 24 185 7.7 0 

Barber 36353 9.8 0 | SACKS: Strahan 5.5, K. Hamilton 4.5, 
Armstead 3.0. 

oS E'S! | 95 Williams 2. 
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_ Defense needs to find way 
to improve against the run 


The team’s run defense needs to 
improve for the Eagles to stay in 
the playoff chase. In the final six 
games, the Eagles will face four of 
the NFL's top backs—Pittsburgh’s 
Jerome Bettis, Washington's 
Stephen Davis, Tennessee's Eddie 
George and Cincinnati's 
Corey Dillon. The defense, 
which lacks consistency, 
needs big efforts from 

Ts Hollis Thomas and 


GRADING OUT 


Te LETIE ES 
OFFENSE 


McNabb and Co. came up bg Corey Simon and support 
at crunch time—in the fourth from WLB Barry Gardner 
quarter and overtime. and MLB Jeremiah 


Trotter. When Gardner 
and Trotter are on top of 
their games, the Eagles are 
tough to run against. ... 
Trotter has been a factor 
in the run defense, but he 
is not making many big 
plays. The team credits 
him with 10 “hurries,” 
which means he’s getting 
close to the quarterback, 
but it’s time for him to 
finish plays. ... The defense 
could be making a change at strong safety. Veteran Tim 
Hauck replaced second-year man Damon Moore during 
last weekend's win over Dallas and played well. Hauck 
lacks Moore's athletic ability and speed, but he 
provides more experience and a knack for coming up 
with big plays. He recovered the fumble that led to last 
weekend's win. ... A sore right foot has hampered DE 
Mike Mamula the last three weeks. Mamula has been 
held to one unassisted tackle, no sacks and just one 
hurry during that time. He might need to take some 
time off to allow his foot to heal properly. 


SCOUTING REPORT: FS Brian Dawkins returned after 
missing three games because of an emergency 
appendectomy and is beginning to round back into his 
Pro Bowl form. Dawkins uses a blend of intelligence 
and instincts in playing an excellent center field. He 
keeps the play in front of him, he’s generally in the 
right position at the right time, and he knows when to 
gamble to make a big play. Dawkins has good enough 
coverage skills that he often covers an inside receiver 
in multiple sets and at times has been a nickel back. 
He's also physical enough to provide good run support. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: After the best month of his 
career, in which he caught 24 passes for 234 yards, 
TE Chad Lewis is drawing more attention from 
defenses. Now that he’s facing jam coverage at the line 
of scrimmage and some double teams from linebackers 
and safeties, the Eagles must find a way to get Lewis 
involved again. What they'll do is spread him out wide 
at times or send him in motion to avoid coverage. It 
was no coincidence the team went 3-1 during Lewis’ 
hot streak. He's a vital part of the offense, especially 
because of running-game deficiencies. —Mark Eckel 


FROIN __ AL. “Comp. _Fct._ Fes. tong 10 int. Rate Sacxs 


Struggled early but shut down 
Dallas in the second half and 
forced a big turnover in OT. 


Akers’ game-winning field goal 
was his first; kickoff and punt 
coverage was average. 
Made the right adjustments on 
offense and defense to turn 
around the game. 


PASSING _Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks 
McNabb ss 343 196_—-57,.1 1971 70t_ 12 #10 732 23 
Mitchell 23 rae if 33.3. fer 2h = 21/0 Oceser ag 

PUNTING No. Yds.Avg. Bik. 
McNabb —s—s551._—-3377_:-7.4 ~3 =| Landeta __-4§7 2478 43.5 0. 
may __ 7834 44-1 | KO RETURNS —_No.Yds.Avg, TD 
> Soe Mitchel = 25 651 26.0 1 
lewis 35. 368105 3 | Michel «ss 22. 243 01 
Staley __25 201 8.0 0 | SACKS: H. Douglas 13.0, Simon 6.0, H. 

Thomas 3.0. | 
Akers _ 19 21 15 17 64 INTERCEPTIONS: Vincent 4 Dawkins 

——— 3, Moore 2. 


Statistics provided by STATS inc, through Sunday, November 5. 
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Westbrook’s absence leaves 
gaping hole in receiver corps 


Each week, WR Michael 
Westbrook's absence is felt more 
acutely. Without him, the team has 
no big wide receiver who can get 
deep with any consistency. When 
the club gets into the red zone, 
Westbrook is not available to run 


fade routes, which would 
GRADING OUT 


open things up in the 
vs. Arizona middle for WR Albert 
OFFENSE 


Connell and TE Stephen 
, Alexander. Connell has 

Many yards were gained, (00 

few points were scored. 


become the No.1 receiver, 
George looked a little rusty. 


but he can’t get separation 
DEFENSE 


from the better 
cornerbacks in the league. 
This unit must be saying, “Tell 
us again how we lost to the 


Until that big, threatening 
Cardinals?" 


wideout is found, the 
SPECIAL TEAMS F 


team’s offense will struggle 
Bad snaps. Bad coverage. 


against good defenses. ... 
OB Jeff George was OK in 
Missed field goals. Other than 
that, everything was fine. 


his first start for the team. 
COACHING - 


He made some throws 
Brad Johnson probably 
can't make, but there was 


rine a) no discernible difference 
advantage of them in the results. George was 


a bit rusty, and things 
might improve with more practice time with the first 
unit. ... Coach Norv Turner wisely scheduled a minimal 
amount of practice during this off-week and was 
expected to give the players some extra days off as 
well. Turner hopes to have his players as fresh as 
possible for their push toward the playoffs in the last 
seven games of the season. ... Chances are third-string 
QB Todd Husak will not throw a pass in a game. That 
does not mean the team is frightened of Husak running 
the offense. Husak is a quick study who has a good 
grasp of the offense, a more than adequate arm and 
the confidence of Turner, which is no easy thing for a 
young quarterback to gain. Husak stands a reasonable 
chance of inheriting the backup job next year. 


SCOUTING REPORT: LB Derek Smith is having his best 
season. He has been extremely active from his middle 
linebacker position, closing fast on the run and playing 
the pass well. He won't let little plays become big plays. 
Smith is a smart, aggressive player who seldom makes 
mistakes and, if he makes a mistake, seldom makes it 
twice. He is an “old-school” player who isn’t afraid to 
stick his nose into the middle of a pile, take on guards 
who outweigh him by 50 pounds or wrap up running 
backs who are coming at him with a full head of steam. 
He is an unsung player who shows up, does his job and 
plays through injuries and pain. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: TE James Jenkins quietly goes 
about the duty of a blocking tight end with no 
complaint and no receptions. Jenkins is one of the 
team’s more effective blockers who seldom misses an 
assignment. Jenkins is so quiet that few know he's 
playing with a shoulder injury that will require surgery 
after the season. —Paul Woody 


PASSING _Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks 


PASSING Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. TD Int. Rate Sacks 
gJomsor 238 192642 21M 71 M8121 
Geome 39-20 +513. 278 43.+«0 2 829° 
PUNTING _No. Yds.Avg. Bk: 
Davis 242988 4.1.10 | Bamharct 48 1993 40.3 0 
1 
iresh_—— = ae 271 | KORETURNS No. Yds.fvg. TD 
"| Thrash 28 664.287. 0 
Tee 368 ED oe | PUNTRETURNS No.Yds.Avg. TD 
Thrash =i. 338.113 0 | Sanders »-- 2B BY 7.9 
Aexander 30-290 9.7 1 | sacKs: Coleman 908. Smith50, 
Lang 300 
INTERCEPTIONS: Sanders 3, Green 2, 
Heppner __9_9 4 621 | Shade'2, Bailey 2. 


+ 


Green Bay at Tampa Bay. This is the type of game Tampa Bay 
simply has to win. With Dorsey Levens banged up, the Packers 
don’t have a running game, and the Bucs’ defensive line should have 
a field day. Warren Sapp will have plenty to jaw about as he repeat- 
edly slams good buddy Brett Favre into the turf. 


MATCHUP TO WATCH 


Minnesota WR Randy Moss vs. Arizona CB Aeneas Williams. 
Teams don't throw at Williams much, instead choosing to pick on the 
non-Pro Bowl members of the Arizona secondary. As a team, the Car- 
dinals have just four interceptions. Moss, who excels at making acro- 
batic catches, has a 5-inch height advantage on Williams. 


Co) i ts | =) BOD 


Packers WR Antonio Freeman. Critics maintain he isn't a No. 1 
receiver, and Freeman keeps proving them right. He finally broke 
through in Week 7 against the 49ers, but his struggles soon returned. 
No, 1 receivers succeed despite being double-teamed, 


Detroit's pass rush. With the team’s offense struggling, takeaways 
have kept the Lions competitive; they are tied for the NFL lead with 
16 interceptions. However, if opposing quarterbacks continue to have 
too much time, the Lions’ secondary eventually will fold. 


ROOKIE REPORT 


Stockar McDougle was supposed to be Detroit's starting left quard 
at the start of the season, but a knee injury kept him on the sideline. 
However, the overall ineffectiveness of the line and a knee injury to 
Ray Roberts has meant more playing time for McDougle at left tackle. 


ad —aN St El > & @) | | oy No 9 


The Bears will finish with three wins, but it will be a blessing in dis- 
guise. They will draft a running back who can make an immediate im- 
pact. And with healthy receivers, an improved Cade McNown and a 
more experienced defense, they will have a breakout year in 2001. 


ath pten Many people will be scared away from 
(Te) tij=le.=8| Brett Favre this week, but he has 
feasted on Tampa Bay in his career. In 
16 games against the Bucs since 1992, Favre has completed 
64.3 percent of his passes for 31 TDs and an average of 243 


yards per game. That makes him a solid fantasy starter this week. 


For more fantasy football go to 
fantasy.sportingnews.com 


DILIP VISHWANAT / TSN 


Chicago 


PTURTTETETELIUIE LIL ie 


2-7: Sth 


Veteran Miller bolsters team, 
boosts receivers’ confidence 


The upset victory against the Colts 
stems from QB Jim Miller. Miller, 
29, has the team believing and is 
more confident in the huddle than 
second-year man Gade McNown— 
age and sense of the game are the 
main reasons. But Miller also is 


simply a more accurate 
GRADING OUT passer, which puts 
vs. Indianapolis 


confidence in the 
asa h= A- 


receiving corps of an 
offense that moves on its 
With Jim Miller, the engine 
finally was running in every 


wideouts. The leadership 
area against the Colts. 


thing is more than an 
DEFENSE =F 


intangible; Miller’s sense 
of situations results in his 
Big plays with the game on the 
line at last. Crucial intercep- 


making minor suggestions 
tion, sack and fumble recovery. 


to wideouts on routes and 
SPECIAL TEAMS C+ 


linemen on protections 
before the huddle breaks, 
Field goal was winning margin, 
but botched onside-kick re- 


something McNown isn't 
covery could have cost game. 


quite able to do yet ... 
COACHING = 


Don’t write off McNown. 
He is the arch-competitor 
and needed time off, 
whether he or coaches 
cared to admit it. If Miller 
plays well, he raises the 
bar for McNown, a good thing for the team. ... Coaches 
have been downplaying sacks as an important statistic 
for the better part of two years, but there's no hiding 
the poor pass rush. None of the front four has stepped 
up to become a player to be accounted for every down. 
RE Phillip Daniels, whose recovery of Peyton Manning's 
fumble was the game clincher, had a sack, but it was 
his first in several games after a strong start. LE Bryan 
Robinson has yet to collect his first in what has been a 
mildly disappointing year. DT Jim Flanigan has a 
couple of sacks and has picked up markedly in the past 
several games. An early look says the club will use its 
top pick to get the best available defensive lineman, 
someone who can make the entire defense better. 


SCOUTING REPORT: CB Walt Harris, who intercepted a 
pass and returned it for a 35-yard touchdown, is the 
prototypical cornerback, with speed (4.4) and height 
(5-11) to match up with receivers. In general, he has 
played well. But he has gone through periods of lost 
confidence where he would practice well and then lose 
something on game day. He has been victimized by the 
lack of a pass rush and, too often, by double moves 
from average wideouts. To make big plays, Harris 
needs to break more decisively on the ball. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The victory against the Colts 
should put the Bears closer to a conventional offense 
instead of their heavy reliance on the pass. They ran 
35 times against the Colts, legitimizing play action. And 
they neutralized the pass rush, keeping Miller from 
getting sacked—the offensive line was superb at picking 
up blitzes. The team will need that type of balance 
Sunday at Buffalo and could have used it earlier this 
year to help the struggling McNown. —/ohn Mullin 
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PASSING Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks 


Diverse offense, aggressive 
defense put both sides of the 
ball on solid footing. 


McNown 240. 140 583 1513. 687 +8 728 25 
Miller 69. 38 551 342 34 1. #1 «674 ~~ «2 
RUSHING _ Att. Yds. Avg, TD | PUNTING No. Yds.Avg. Bik. 
Allen 137 564 4.1 1 | Bartholomew 44 1607 365 0 
47 
NeNown __07_ $20 $33 | KORETURNS No. Yés.Ava._TD 
— ~ | Mibu 39 930 238. 0 
M.Robinson 44 651 14.8 5 | PUNTRETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD 
Kennison 29 271 93 1 Milbum 20 151 7.6 0 
Booker  —-s- 22,-—« 230 10.5 0 | SACKS: Urlacher 6.0, Daniels 5.0, 
Flanigan 2.0, 


INTERCEPTIONS: Parrish 2, W. Harris 


SCORING XPM XPA FGM FGA Pts. 
Edinger 14 1 
q 4 1115 47 1, Azumah 1, Urlacher 1, Brown 1. 


Statistics provided by STATS Inc. through Sunday, November 5. 
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Special teams must step up, 
or Dwight will rip them up 


The special teams coverage units 
need to improve. The coaches 
better find a quick fix because Tim 
Dwight of Atlanta, Sunday’s 
opponent, is just the type of 
returner who will exploit a weak 
coverage team. The special teams 


unit, which had been one 
GRADING OUT 


of the club's most reliable, 
vs. Miami has struggled. It allowed a 
OFFENSE t o-E 


56-yard return on the 
: opening kickoff against the 
Batch and the passing game 
are in dire straits. Rushing 


Dolphins, who scored one 
play later. The Dolphins 
game is steady. then executed a perfect 
DEFENSE (er onside kick and quickly 

A refresher course in tackling built a 14-0 lead. Special 
is needed if the Lions want to 

make the playoffs. 


teams cannot afford to 
SPECIAL TEAMS F 


make key blunders like 
A lot of work must be done, 


they have in the last 
month. With the Lions 
especially in coverages. 14-0 
hole was special teams’ fault 


suddenly in a must-win 
situation, they can’t afford 
to give up big plays. ... It’s 
possible that coach Bobby 
Ross’ older ways of 
coaching have worn thin 
with this team. If that’s the 
case, Ross and the team would be best served if he 
resigned now rather than wait until the end of the 
season. ... Rookie LT Stockar McDougle made only one 
mistake in his pro debut. He allowed a sack but other 
than that performed flawlessly, which is something the 
offensive line has been missing for much of the season. 
The Dolphins used several different defensive fronts, 
seeking a way to penetrate the pocket. The one 
constant for the line was the play of McDougle, who 
had played guard and didn’t look out of place at tackle. 


SCOUTING REPORT: The preseason signing of free-agent 
RB Mario Bates appears to have been an ingenious 
move. Bates didn’t play much until the Week 8 win 
over the Bucs. In that game, Bates, who has great 
explosion through the line, touched the ball four times 
and got a first down every time. Three of those plays 
were on third down. Bates isn’t the most sure-handed 
receiver, but he’s durable enough to allow James 
Stewart to take a breather once in a while. Bates has 
quick feet through the line, making him capable of 
breaking tackles. And if he does that, he can kick in a 
burst of speed and pull away from defensive backs. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The inability of the offensive 
line to give QB Charlie Batch enough time to spot and 
throw to a receiver forced offensive coordinator 
Sylvester Croom to deploy a quick-striking passing 
game. The plan calls for Batch to recognize and throw 
to receivers who are given sizable cushions at the line 
of scrimmage. If that’s not available, Batch can audible 
for WRs Johnnie Morton or Larry Foster to slant 

hard over the middle for quick hits underneath 
coverage. But going vertical with the passing game just 
isn’t an option right now. —Bill Roose 


PASSING _ Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks 


The players quit; the coaches 
may have done the same. 
Ross seems dejected. 


Batch 260 139 53.5 1545 50t 8 9 67.2 30 

Case 36 20 556 174 20 O 2 454 3 
PUNTING No. Yds.Avg. Bik. 

J.Stewart 180 656 36 5 | Jett 53.2074 402.9 2. 

aa 2 B15 | KORETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD 

—_ = — = Howard 33 816 24.7 0 

RECEIVING No, Yds. Avg, TD. 

Morton 33 454138 2 PUNT RETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD 

Crowell 27 320119 3: | Howard 18 905 16.9_1 

J.Stewart 24 216_~9.0_ 1 ‘| SACKS: Scroggins 4.5, Elliss 3.0, 
Pritchett 2.5. 

aoe AT ATR 414 14 «13 18 53 peel are Schulz 6, Westbrook 
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Adding offensive firepower 
will be Wolf's top priority 


It's obvious G.M. Ron Wolf's 
mission during the offseason will 
be to upgrade the team’s offensive 
weapons. He thought he had all 
the firepower he needed, but that 
was before RB Dorsey Levens 
became injury prone, WR Antonio 
Freeman disappeared and 
GRADING OUT Bill Schroeder proved he's 
Season to date not a No. 2 receiver. The 
OFFENSE 


top priority is wide 
Favre can't do it by himself 


receiver, though a 
replacement for Levens 
anymore. When Levens is out, 
the ship sails off course. 


also is necessary. If the 
team is going to take 
advantage of QB Brett 
Favre's remaining years, it 
has to get him some 
reliable wideouts. Don’t be 
surprised if Wolf drafts at 
least two next year. ... If 
LG Ross Verba leaves in 
free agency, the club will 
consider moving RT Mark 
Tauscher to his position. 
T Earl Dotson’s return 
first-year coach, but team still ae 
should have won more by now, om a back injury would 
almost assure the move, 
but there’s no telling if Dotson will be able to play next 
year. It’s possible Mike Wahle, who started out at left 
tackle and was benched, could switch sides next year. It 
appears rookie Chad Clifton will be the left tackle for 
years to come. ... Negotiations with FS Darren Sharper, 
who is having his best season, haven't gone far. The 
club desperately wants to re-sign him before he 
becomes an unrestricted free agent. Sharper will want 
$3 million to $4 million a year, which might be too 
rich for a team with big salary-cap problems. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Freeman isn’t getting the separation 
he had when he was at his best. He never relied on 
speed to get open, utilizing head fakes and body 
control to beat corners to a specific spot. But now he 
isn’t getting off the line as fast and isn’t creating 
separation on downfield patterns. There are times he 
has been open, but a lack of protection has kept the 
ball from coming his way. He also has been double- 
teamed. But the best receivers get double coverage and 
still make plays, and Freeman has not made many this 
season. He has great toughness, playing through a 
myriad of injuries, but for him to be considered elite 
again he’s going to have to pick up his game. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: WR Corey Bradford is the only 
true deep receiving threat, and if he can start to garner 
attention downfield it may open things for Freeman 
and TE Bubba Franks. But Bradford is going to have to 
beat some people deep first. Opponents are content to 
squat on the team’s receivers and play them for 
underneath routes because they know there isn’t a 
consistent deep threat. Bradford is nearing full health 
after suffering a broken leg in the preseason, so the 
next couple of games will be telling. —Tom Silverstein 


ar; Wa Oe Se >; 


PASSING _ Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks 


Foes dealing better with Pack’s 
blitzes, The returns of Holliday, 
McKenzie should boost unit. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K Longwell has been fabulous, 
but P Bidwell hasn't won the 
field-position battle, 


COACHING i 


A lot has gone wrong for a 


Favre 285 +4173 60.7 1973. 67t10. 9 80.1. 21 
Hasselbeck 1 11000 11 +11 +20 0 1125. O 
PUNTING No. Yds.Avg. Blk. 
Green 89 406 46 3 | Bidwell 38 1492 39.3. 0 
beens _ TT 224 Seat KORETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD 
== 5 ~~ | Rossum 25 612 24.5 0 
Freeman 7 31 450 144, 5 | PUNTRETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD 
Green 28 265 95 0 | Rossum _—s_‘'15 (126-84 0 
Schroeder 24-345. 14.4 3_| SACKS: S. Dotson 4,0, Hunt 4.0, 
Franks moe 08) 217_ 9.0 0 | Thiery35. 
INTERCEPTIONS: Sharper 4, Butler 2, 
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_ Hopes for contending rest 
in the hands of the defense 


The key to the second half is the 
defense. If it can perform the way 
it did in the first five games of the 
season, the Vikings will be a 
legitimate Super Bowl contender. 
However, if the defense continues 
to struggle, as it did in Weeks 7-9, 


the Vikings will have to 
GRADING OUT 


put an extra emphasis on 
Season to date their offense, as was the 
OFFENSE 


case in recent seasons. 
Nearly every aspect of the 


The first half was defined by defense needs shoring up. 
the Culpepper-to-Moss The unit has had its 
combination. problems against the run 


recently, as seen in shoddy 
performances against 
Buffalo and Tampa Bay. 
Opponents are running by 
the Vikings, who are 
having trouble tackling. 
Through eight games, they 
had only 16 sacks and 
forced eight turnovers, 
some of the worst 


The defense won three games 
early by itself, but it has been 
sagging of late. 


SPECIALTEAMS & 


Anderson is back to his accu- 
rate self, and coverage units 
have been strong as usual. 


if there were any questions At oder utah Gh 
about Green's coaching ability, . ia’ a “ in the ; 
there shouldn't be now. eague. Ihe absence ol a 


pass rush hasn't helped, 
but neither has the secondary. The Bills exposed one 
vulnerability, covering a lot of yards with fast slant 
plays, leaving the line with no time to rush. ... As usual, 
the special teams, solid in nearly every category, is one 
of the stronger units in the league. The Vikings, 
however, would like to find more consistency on kick 
returns. FS Tyrone Carter had been one of the main 
returners, but now it appears Moe Williams and 

PR Troy Walters will handle most of those duties. 


SCOUTING REPORT: With FS Orlando Thomas (broken 
shoulder) out for eight to 10 weeks, rookie Carter was 
called upon to fill the void. Carter and Antonio Banks 
played for Thomas against Tampa Bay, but the team 
feels Carter has the better instincts and promoted him 
to starter. A fourth-round pick, Carter wasn’t supposed 
to play much this season. At 5-8, his height is a 
concern, but the team is convinced Carter, who was 
voted the nation’s top defensive back as a college 
senior, is tough enough for the job. To prepare for the 
challenge, he has spent extra time on the field—after 
practice—with the defensive backs going over situations 
and calls, He also went to SS Robert Griffith’s home to 
go over the defense with Griffith and Thomas. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The team has realized Daunte 
Culpepper can throw the ball all game long if needed. 
Earlier in the season, Green was concerned Culpepper 
wasn't throwing the ball enough. Now Green has to 
find the balance. He would like Culpepper to throw 
30-35 passes per game and for the Vikings to become 
more of a clock-management team. The team could 
accomplish that in part by going to more dump passes 
to RBs Robert Smith and Jim Kleinsasser and TEs John 
Davis and Johnny McWilliams. —Bil! Williamson 


PASSING _ Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks 


Culpepper 244 148 60.7 1984 66 15 9 916 21 

PUNTING No. Yds.Avg. Bik. 
smith —-»-—s«150. 786 5.2 3 | Berger  §§ 291248 430 0 
Culpepper 61 312 51 4 

KO RETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD 
Kieinsasser = 7 Ss 23 3.3 (0 T. Carter 17 389 22.90. 
C.Carter 45 667148 3 PUNT RETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD 
Moss ~~ 40 686172 8 Walters = 8 103 129 0 
Smith 19 133 7.0 0 | SACKS: Randle 2.0, E. McDaniel 2.0, 

Burrough 2.0, Wong 2.0, Sawyer 2.0, 
Anderson 21 21 14 15 63 lend bone Dishman 1, Thomas 


1, Thibodeaux 1. 


Statistics provided by STATS Inc. through Sunday, November 5. 


5-4: T 2nd 


With Johnson’s help, Dunn 
contributing more to offense 


Once considered by many to be 
strictly a third-down back, 
RB Warrick Dunn is now more of a 
weapon on first and second downs, 
and he has WR Keyshawn Johnson 
to thank for it. Not only has 
Johnson lobbied the coaches to 
give Dunn more playing 
GRADING OUT time, but Johnson's 
vs. Atlanta commanding presence and 

OFFENSE 


the team’s expanded use 
of three-receiver sets has 

Streak of red-zone successes 

ended at 23, but it is still capi- 


spread out defenses on 
early downs and allowed 
talizing on its opportunities. 
DEFENSE 


Dunn to run more often in 
the open field, where he is 
Achieved primary objective of most effective. As a result 
stopping Anderson while get- 
ting four sacks and four picks. 


the team is beginning to 
SPECIALTEAMS A 


use Dunn more regularly. 
.. The team has made 

Best overall game of the year. 

A blocked punt set up a TD; a 


little use of FB Mike 
Aistott as an H-back, but 


fake punt nearly did thesame. = that will likely change. 
Though he has been slow 
The Bucs were supposed to to learn the position, the 
win, and they did. Simple and team plans to work him 
efficient football. there more often. By 


season’s end Alstott could 
be playing there regularly, which means he'll become 
more involved in the passing game. Coordinator Les 
Steckel badly wants a Frank Wycheck-type player to be 
one of the team’s go-to receivers; the need to keep the 
tight ends in as blockers may make Alstott the player 
of choice. ... Despite several different personnel 
groupings and alignments, the Bucs still aren't 
succeeding on short-yardage plays. They think the best 
way is to line up in a formation and with personnel 
that tips their hand because they'll know then what 
defense is up and how to attack it. The problem is that 
the team is not executing in those situations, and drives 
are stalling as a result. 


SCOUTING REPORT: One reason the Bucs are allowing 
more yardage on the rush is because they are making 
less use of RE Steve White. White is a far superior run 
stopper than Marcus Jones but not quite as good a 
pass rusher. Thus he’s in only for about half the plays, 
usually as a sub for Jones, who moves to left end in the 
line rotation. White is a beefed-up linebacker who has 
good hands and quick feet. If he developed a 
breakthrough move, his playing time could increase. 
For now, at least, he gives the team outstanding depth. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: DT Warren Sapp used to focus 
solely on the one or two players he would have to get 
past to reach the quarterback. Now in charge of 
making the line calls, Sapp watches the entire offensive 
line, including the positioning of the tight ends, who 
often help in pass protection, and running backs, who 
often chop-block. It's Sapp’s job to determine where the 
weaknesses in the line may develop during the rush so 
the Bucs can exploit them. Sapp thinks the duties have 
made him a more complete player. —Roy Cummings 


BUCCANEERS 
PASSING AL, Lomp. Ft. Wes, bong 1D tnt. __ Hate“ SacKs” 


PASSING Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks 
King 254 196.535 1703. 75.13. +»7 802. . 13 
Royals 1 11000 36 36 0 O 88 oO 
PUNTING No. ¥ Bik. 
Dunn —-110:«443-« 4.01.‘ ‘Royals 43 1924 44.7 0 
Aistot 115 415 36 5 
King 28153 55 3 | KORETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD 
Stecker —_—/s-/-s- 25-70 228 0 
K Johnson 41-541 13.2 4 | PUNTRETURNS Wo. ¥ 1D 
Green 31_-55617.9 1 | Willams 17 136_ 80 0 
Dunn ~ __—-21._—«*193 9.2 1 | SACKS: Sapp 10.5, Jones 100, 
McFarland 6.5. 


INTERCEPTIONS: Abraham 6, 


SCORING XPMXPAFGM FGA Pts, 
Gramatica 26 26 16 a4 Robinson 3, Duncan 2. 


St. Louis at N.Y. Giants. The Giants’ defense appears to be catching 
St. Louis at the perfect time. Without RB Marshall Faulk and QB 
Kurt Warner, the Rams’ offense suddenly looks mortal. But the 
Giants may be without CB Jason Sehorn (rib), and their secondary 
will be severely tested by the Rams’ outstanding receiving corps. 


MATCHUP TO WATCH 


Carolina OL vs. New Orleans DL. When the Saints ripped the Panthers 
in Week 7, Carolina was held to 10 yards rushing and gave up 

eight sacks. The Panthers’ poor line is even worse now because of in- 
juries. Pity rookie LT Jeno James and LG Matt Campbell, who 
must take on Saints standouts La’Roi Glover and Joe Johnson. 


ON THE SPOT 


Atlanta's LBs. The team has lost Jessie Tuggle and Keith 
Brooking to Injuries, and the other starter, Henri Crockett, has 
been banged up. Look for foes to run at Atlanta and try to Isolate 
backs and tight ends on new starting LBs Jeff Kelly and Chris Draft. 


49ers defensive coordinator Jim Mora Jr. He has undeservedly be- 
come a scapegoat for a defense that was stripped of veterans last 
offseason, The players love Mora and his attitude, and he deserves a 
chance to return and work with the young talent he is developing. 


ROOKIE REPORT 


Rams coach Mike Martz is growing impatient with RB Trung 
Canidate, who has missed most of the year with a sore foot. X-rays 
indicate nothing is structurally wrong in the foot, and Martz wants 
Canidate to play through the pain, Canidate has definite bust potential. 


FEARLESS FORECAST 


It's too late now, but look for the Panthers to make further changes in 
the offensive coaching staff in the offseason. When a politically 
correct player such as QB Steve Beuerlein says there are problems 
in communication, something is drastically wrong. 


Ricky Williams has spent most of the 
season getting back at all the teams 
that laughed at him last year. He gets 
another chance this week against the Panthers, who held him to 
47 yards—total—in two games last year. Carolina's run defense 
has been a soft touch for most of the season. 


For more fantasy football go to 
fantasy.sportingnews.com 


FANTASY 


orion: 


PETER NEWCOMB FOR TSN 
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With season basically over, 
it’s time to test backup QBs 


OB Chris Chandler is 35, and if this 
season continues on its current 
pace, the Falcons may see fit to 
devote some significant playing 
time to backups Danny Kanell and 
Doug Johnson. Chandler might not 
be healthy for Sunday’s game 

against the Lions, but even 
GRADING OUT 


if he is, now is the time to 
vs. Tampa Bay give Kanell and even 
OFFENSE D- 


Johnson a chance to prove 
they belong in the team’s 


Line was overwhelmed by future. The Lions have 
Sapp & Co. Chandler did not given up plenty of points 
survive the first half. in the first half the last two 


weekends, but their 
secondary has been 
strong. Quarterbacks have 


Hurt by turnovers, the unit de- 


served better. Buchanan 


picked off his fifth of the year. been avoiding CB Bryant 
SPECIALTEAMS 0 Westbrook, and S Kurt 
Schulz has been a 


Lowlights included a blocked 


punt and fake punt that went © balllhawk all year. Kanell is 
for a first down. only rede an : 
COACHING =e unrest ee agen 
Defensive coordinator Brooks scabs iam meio 6 
and his staff have adapted well ia teine botku de euen 


to the rash of injuries. 
a possible successor to 


Chandler. In backup duty, Kanell has completed only 
43.6 percent of his passes, but he has experience as a 
starter with the Giants and appears confident when 
called upon. Johnson, a rookie from Florida, has 
appeared in only one game. He made a quick 
impression on Falcons coaches with his arm strength 
and was kept when Tony Graziani was released. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Two missed field-goal attempts in the 
game against Carolina on October 29 set off alarms 
around Morten Andersen. Such is life as a 40-year-old 
kicker. The first sign of a slip in performance inspires 
inevitable questions about his age. In the case of 
Andersen, the questions are premature. Based on his 
consistently deep kickoffs and the fact that he kicked a 
50-yard field goal against New Orleans on October 22, 
Andersen's left leg appears to be more than strong 
enough to continue past this season. Andersen is 16 for 
22 for the season, He is approaching unrestricted free 
agency, leaving the Falcons with an interesting 
decision. The Falcons were impressed with rookie 

K Jake Arians last summer and kept him on the 
practice squad, apparently with an eye toward 2001. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: In two career starts, second-year 
LB Jeff Kelly has recorded 17 tackles. Last year, Kelly, 
a sixth-round draft pick from Kansas State, was perhaps 
the most pleasant surprise of the rookie class. This 
year, with Jessie Tuggle lost for the season, Kelly has 
an opportunity to show he can be the long-term 
answer at middle linebacker. Kelly is a big hitter who 
may be slow to be a consistent performer in pass 
coverage. Still, he has shown a knack for making big 
plays. Now fans will get to see whether he can perform 
on a weekly basis. —Charles Odum 


PASSING Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. TD Int. Rate Sacks 
Chandler 247. (145 58.7 1741 52t 8 9 760 29 
Kanell ss 82" 43 82.4 308. 35 2B 5 
RUSHING Att. Yds, Avg, TD | PUNTING No. Yds.Avg. Bik. 
Anderson 170 +600 3.5 4 | Stryzinski ss 49. 1996 40.7 1 
pws 8 | omens wo vedon_ 1D 
Soe peep Fg racer Dwight _-—s§s_—s 22 «470 21.4 0 
Jefferson 38 537 14.1 = Dwight ss 17_—«210 12.4 1 
Christian ___-32_— 2347.3 0 | SACKS: Wiley 4.0, Hall 3.5, Kerney 2.5. 
INTERCEPTIONS: Buchanan 6, 

Andersen 16 16 16 22 64 | Ambrose4, Bradford. 


Statistics provided by STATS Inc. through Sunday, November 5. 
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Is Lewis the QB of the future? 
Team needs to find out 


If the Panthers can’t sustain the 
j (Mae \ winning effort produced against the 
. Rams Sunday night, they could 
give QB Jeff Lewis an extended 
look in the second half of the 
season. There’s no question Steve 
Beuerlein is the best quarterback, 
but it has to be 
determined if Lewis is a 
capable replacement and a 
quarterback upon whom 


GRADING OUT 


ys. St. Louis 


OFFENSE ‘=a the team can rebuild. He 
Beuerlein engineered two late hasn't shown a lot of 
scoring drives and made promise the past two 


things happen without Walls. 
DEFENSE B+ 


preseasons, but the team 
has a lot of future money 


The bend-but-don't-break invested in Lewis. He 
philosophy isn't always pretty, should get an extended 
but it sure worked. audition if the team can't 


rally into playoff 


Nedney has been very reliable. | contention. ... DE Chuck 
Game-winner was perhaps Smith was signed to be the 
biggest FG of his career. premier pass rusher, but 
COACHING A his season never got off 

} the ground because of an 
Seifert had his players moti- gre 
vated to play, The defensive arthritic knee. He had 


microfracture surgery this 
week and the team is 
optinustic Smith can be 100 percent by the start of 


game plan was excellent. 


_ next season. But that may be wishful thinking. He faces 
_ along rehab, and there’s no guarantee he'll be the 
_ player he once was. Although Smith signed a huge 


contract, the future implications aren't as dire as they 


_ might seem. If Smith progresses well, the team will 


have a top-notch pass rusher. If he doesn't, his contract 


__ is structured in a way that it wouldn't make a lot of 


difference if the team keeps him or releases him. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Although the signings of Smith, 
Reggie White and Eric Swann attracted the attention, 
DE Jay Williams has turned out to be the team’s best 
defensive lineman. A career backup with the Rams, 
Williams was signed as a free agent with only an 
outside chance to emerge as a starter. Williams can 
play inside or outside, but he has settled in as an end. 
He's not especially big but has good speed and 
athleticism, which serves him well as a pass rusher and 
run defender. He got consistent pressure on Rams 
QB Trent Green during the Panthers’ upset victory. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The season-ending knee injury 
to TE Wesley Walls has a huge effect on the offense. 
Walls was a reliable weapon and was Beuerlein’s safety 
valve by always being in the right place. But what the 
team will miss most is Walls’ ability to counter two- 
deep zones. That has been a common scheme against 
the team as defenses try to take the outside away from 
WRs Muhsin Muhammad and Donald Hayes. Throwing 
to Walls over the middle was the perfect way to blow 
holes in the two-deep zone. Replacements Casey 
Crawford and Kris Mangum can’t match Walls’ skills, 
and that means RB Tshimanga Biakabutuka may 
become more involved as a receiver. —Pat Yasinskas 


PASSING _ Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks 


Beuerlein 301. 185 615 2178 54 12 9 843 32 
Lewis _ _3 10) 10.0% 20D S00 098 6 rd 
RUSHING _ Att. Yds. Avg, TD | PUNTING No. Yds.Avg. Bik. 
Biakabutuka_ 154 587 3.8 2 | Walter 33-1273 386 1 
Beverlein 21 58 28 0 | soperyRNS No. ¥ds.Avg. TD 
5 a (aS ee 19 495 26.1 1 
Hoover Ss 10.-=Ss33- 3.30 | eS : 

PUNT RETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD 
Muhammad. 43. 494.115 2 | Bales ______7 SI 44 0 
Hayes sss 40629: 15.7 3 | SACKS: White 55, J. Williams 4.0, 
Walls 31 422:13.6 2 | Petar 2.0 Navies 2.0 


INTERCEPTIONS: Davis 2, Minter 2, 


SCORING XPMXPAFGM FGA Pts. | .. 
Nedney 7 7 16 17 55 Gilbert 1, Wells 1. 
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Battered Williams finds relief With Faulk out, Watson, Peterson continues to have 
in the form of Smith, Morton — defense will have to step up |§ impact with pass-rush skills 


RB Marshall Faulk, the player the Rookie OLB Julian Peterson has a 
Rams could least afford to lose, will bright future. The versatile 

miss as much as a month with a Peterson is the team’s best outside 
knee injury. A loose piece of pass rusher—something he proved 
cartilage was found in Faulk’s right last week after being out three 
knee, and arthroscopic surgery was weeks with a knee injury. In the 
needed to correct the problem. loss at New Orleans, he had two 
With Faulk out Sunday, sacks and another he lost 


GRADING OUT the Rams’ running game GRADING OUT because of an offside 


FB Terrelle Smith and backup 

RB Chad Morton are getting more 
reps in an effort to spell Ricky 
Williams and take some of the 
pressure off the franchise back. 
Through Week 9, Williams led the 
NFL in “touches,” averaging more 
than 30 combined carries 


and catches a game, and | | 
Seed was showing the ill effects. vs. Carolina ee x ea a vs. New Orleans ee re is 
. Despite foot, knee and Cc was upset by Carolina. OFFENSE =~ eterson, ry g 
OFFENSE A shoulder injuries, Williams OFFENSE The Rams think Faulk Sg gr arr becomes much harder to 
Jeff Blake enjoyed his bestday has not missed a start. .. Green was fine, but the might miss only two or U worst perfor double-team. Young had 
as a Saint, producing 4148.7 = One of the main reasons running game was three more games, but mance 0 ee Jeff his most productive game 
passer rating, for the defense'’s great nonexistent without Faulk. that might be a) bit a all day. ™ of ie season with bias 
showing has been the optimistic, Faulk’s m= = sacks against the Saints. ... 
The unit didn't get a sack but veleedet Couaching staff. Yielded only 268 yards but still © replacement is Justin The Saints were 3-for-3 on As the attention shifts 
harassed and pressured It starts with coach Jim gave up 27 points. This time, Watson, who has been fourth down, and Jeff Blake toward the future, keep an 
Garcia all day. Haslett, who ran offense couldn't bail unit out. effective in a backup role threw with ease early, eye on former Pro Bowl 
aggressive, blitzing Saen S ee) «but was out of sync RB Garrison Hearst. — 
Coverage improvement defenses in Oakland and Had to miss aFGA sooneror Sunday in his first NFL Kicker Wade Richey missed Hearst, who is resoverinig 
continues, but the return Pittsburgh and monitors —_|,_ater, but 37-yarder? Baker —Start, getting just 12 yards | —_another field-goal attemptand from an ankle injury an 
teams aren't producing. third-down blitz packages. | needs to work on coffin kicks. on 12 carries. Faulk's is struggling badly, resulting complications, 
Fiery coordinator Ron | COACHING D | absence will be felt in a | began practicing last week 
Players fed off aggressive ies — with his |) Martz went conservative nape oo aa of | “49ers were unprepared for a a lg a ee 
play-calling and decision- ee Ret a ) (punting on fourth-and-6) and Pies ies mere hot team. Penalties are getting ethan iteda® 
making from the first snap Assistant head coach/DBs failed to use Canidate at all skills as a runner, he has a worse each weak, the 49ers have three 
9 coach Rick Venturiis atop huge role in the passing weeks to decide whether 
technician. His work with a patchwork secondary might game as both a receiver out of the backfield and split |_— they will activate Hearst or place him on injured 
be the best job of his respected career. LBs coach John | wide. At 225 pounds, Watson has more power than | reserve, which would end his season. But even more 
Bunting was co-coordinator in 1998-99 for St. Louis, Faulk but lacks his speed and ability to slash through _ important than whether Hearst can play this season is 
where he was known for his knack for blitz calls. Some traffic for big plays. Coach Mike Martz also will need to | whether Hearst will be the man next year. He set the 
Rams players have blamed their unit’s decline on start working rookie Trung Canidate into the mix. With team record for yards in a single season in '98, but 
Bunting’s absence. Sam Clancy and Winston Moss have Faulk out, the team will have to rely even more on Charlie Garner has been great as his replacement. 
done excellent work with the line despite their lack of QB Trent Green and the passing game, And the Garner becomes a free agent at season's end, and the 
experience. Haslett, Bunting, Moss and Clancy all were beleaguered defense will have to step up its game. ... salary-cap-strapped 49ers might not be able to afford 
successful NFL players, and Haslett thinks that helps CB Dexter McCleon’s five-year, $20 million contract him. ... QB Jeff Garcia is having a Pro Bowl-level year 
them communicate with current players. ... DE Darren extension helps solidify the secondary for the near statistically. But he is plagued by his and the play- _ 
Howard could be hitting the rookie wall. After getting future. It also will spell the end of CB Todd Lyght’s callers’ conservatism, sometimes throwing too short in 
six sacks in the first six games, he has none in the past decade-long tenure with the club. After committing _ third-down situations. In the loss to the Saints, Garcia 
three. But he did force a hurried throw from 49ers that much money to McCleon, the Rams aren't going to | had his worst game of the season, throwing two 
QB Jeff Garcia that resulted in an intentional grounding re-sign Lyght, who will leave at the end of the season. interceptions. ... WR Jerry Rice says he still thinks he 
penalty Sunday and is still playing well against the run. | McCleon has improved steadily as a cover man but still has the ability to be a No. 1 receiver in the right : 
SCOUTING REPORT: C Jerry Fontenot is having one of the needs to work on his run defense and tackling. aioe a a have done the oe ning y 
: Sf g Terrell Owens their main man. Rice says he is 
best years of his 12-year career. Fontenot turns 34 this SCOUTING REPORT: C Andy McCollum is havingasuperb ysis of movin g on to another team next season 
month, but he still is athletic enough to lead swing and season for the Rams. McCollum began the year with . : 
screen passes downfield and make pop-out blocks on more NFL experience as a guard, but he looks like a | SCOUTING REPORT: One of the best moves the 49ers 
linebackers. He's not the biggest or strongest player in natural at center. He is very bright—a necessity given | made in the offseason was re-signing DT Brentson 
the line, but he’s savvy and is like a coach on the field. all the line calls a center makes. He spent a year in the | _ Buckner as an injury replacement midway through 
He rarely makes a mistake in pre-snap line calls and system as a backup in 1999, which allowed him to training camp. On a defense that is desperate for pass 
has been a critical factor in the team’s strong start. take over the starting job this season without a hitch. r rushing, Buckner, 29, has been the steadiest and most 
SEEADIFERENT GAME: An underatedfactorin | He knows the iem, knows te long cals and, produce ple of pressure, Because of hs 
Williams’ breakout season is the blocking of WRs Joe J P p MVP so ria esa tax #8 ene adil Goat 


Horn, Jake Reed and Willie Jackson. All three are big, | SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The addition of golden oldie 
strong wideouts who are not afraid to take on safeties Bud Carson as a defensive “consultant” should produce : SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The team has discussed using 


— 


and linebackers, Horn, in particular, is having a | | gradual progress in the unit for the rest of the season. Owens at defensive back in the Hail Mary defense or a 
standout season as a blocker. He forced a pair of 49ers | Carson has simplified many of the unit’s calls and _ two-deep zone, where he could jam receivers at the 
defenders to leave the game briefly in the first half last | _ checks while emphasizing an aggressive approach and line. He would be used only if injuries overwhelmed 


week with two hard hits on crack-back blocks. That _ adding many new blitzes. He has an air of confidence __ the secondary, but he has campaigned hard for double : 
physical mentality and unselfish attitude have become about him—based on decades of succeeding in the duty. He could help in the Hail Mary because of his 
contagious for the team. —Jeff Duncan | | NFL—that is rubbing off on the players. —/im Thomas _ 6-3 size and jumping ability. —Mike Triplett 
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N.Y, Jets at Indianapolis. This is the first of two games the teams 
will play in the next four weeks, The pressure is on Peyton Manning 
and Co. to win at home and prove they deserved to be the preseason 
favorite in the division, The Jets, meanwhile, already have proved to 
be the AFC East's biggest surprise. 


MATCHUP TO WATCH 


Chicago MLB Brian Urlacher vs. Buffalo QB Doug Flutie, The 
Bears’ top draft pick already has gotten a lot of experience in his 
young career chasing around fleet-footed quarterbacks. But he had 
better play with patience Sunday or the sly Flutie (or even Rob 
Johnson), will make him and the Chicago defense pay dearly. 


ON THE SPOT 


The Jets secondary. With the exception of the Monday night game 
against the Dolphins, the Jets have done a pretty good job of elimi- 
nating the big play all year. Enter Marvin Harrison. CB Aaron 
Glenn will draw the bulk of the coverage duties. 


Colts DE Chad Bratzke. The seven-year veteran is leading the Colts 
in sacks and is one of the quickest ends in the league. He could give 
Jets LT Jason Fabini fits if the tall offensive lineman (6-7) allows 
Bratzke to beat him off the line and get under his pads, 


ROOKIE REPORT 


Bills DE Erik Flowers. With Phil Hansen out with a knee Injury, 
Flowers should see more action in the next few weeks. Flowers has 
great quickness but needs to keep working on his strength and how 
to use his hands to fight off offensive linemen. 


FEARLESS FORECAST 


Despite their 2-6 start, the Patriots will finish no worse than 7-9. After 
a brutal first-half schedule, things will get much easier down the 
stretch. The playoffs are not in the picture, but first-year coach Bill 
Belichick has this team heading in the right direction. 


The Jets will be hard-pressed to stop 
the Colts’ passing attack. Problems at 
Safety will come back to haunt New 
York when Peyton Manning looks deep to Marvin Harrison, 
who will be looking to regain his 100-yard form after being held 
to just 42 receiving yards in last week’s loss to the Bears. 


For more fantasy football go to 
fantasy.sportingnews.com 
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5-4: 4th 


Linebackers have emerged 
as a fearsome foursome 


There may not be a group of 
linebackers in the league playing as 
well as Sam Cowart, John Holecek, 
Sam Rogers and Keith Newman. 
Cowart and Holecek have been 
great against the run. Cowart also 
excels in pass coverage. Rogers and 


Newman are dangerous 
GRADING OUT 


pass rushers. The Patriots 
averaged only 2.6 yards 
per rush as Cowart and 


vs. New England 


OFFENSE Cc Holecek plugged whatever 
Struggled most of second half, holes the defensive line 

but some late-game Flutie didn't. Cowart finished with 
magic does the trick. 14 tackles, including a sack 
DEFENSE (==3 in OT that set up the 

Kept the game alive with a winning FG. He also 

great goal-line stand in the pressured QB Drew 

third quarter. Bledsoe into a first-half 


interception. Holecek's 
interception ended a great 


SPECIAL TEAMS C- 


The clutch field-goal kicking of 


Steve Christie keeps this grade © g0al-line stand in the third 
from being lower. quarter. Rogers, who had a 
sack, and Newman had 
ther big day. ... 
Poor clock management late in 220° g day 
regulation nearly blew a hate nin foci jae 
chance to force overtime. their rift has the potential 


to split the team if it is not addressed by coach Wade 
Phillips. ... The offensive line gave up only one sack in 
part because Flutie’s scrambling ability kept him out of 
harm’s way. Run-blocking is clearly where this group 
excels, and the line was physical when the team 
needed yards. ... Negotiations have begun with WR Eric 
Moulds, who will be a free agent after the season, that 
could make him one of the highest-paid players at his 
position. ... The Bills also might have a valuable free 
agent in the front office as G.M. John Butler is at the 
end of his contract. It appears Butler will wait until the 
season is over before deciding whether to re-sign. 


SCOUTING REPORT: SS Henry Jones, 32, hasn't always 
received the national accolades afforded players of his 
ability, but there is no doubt his teammates appreciate 
him. Jones is valuable when teams go to a spread 
offense because he still has the quickness to lock up 
with wide receivers in underneath coverage. Few tight 
ends have much success against him because of his 
ability to cover. He also is solid against the run, 
notching 100-plus tackles three years in a row and four 
of the last five seasons. Just as important, he is a 
stabilizing element in a young secondary. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The team has devised a new 
nickel package with three down linemen, three 
linebackers and five defensive backs. The key is the 
two extra linebackers. Rogers and Newman have been 
the most consistent rushers, yet can also drop into the 
secondary. Cowart is a double threat in this package as 
a blitzer and pass defender. The reason for the change 
is that the dime defense (four defensive linemen, one 
linebacker and six defensive backs) has struggled, 
giving up a number of big passes. —Allen Wilson 


PASSING Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks 
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Flutie 124 69 556 800 52 3 1 80.0 4 
PUNTING No. Yds.Avq. Bik. 
Bryson 89 305 3.4 0 | Mohr 58 2348 405 0 
Morris 67 261 3.9 4 
Johnson 28 197 7.0 0 | MORETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD 
vatson 27 542 20.1 O 
Moulds Gain BOIGISIMNaey | feet ee eae ene 
McDaniel 27 443. 16,4 2 | Watson 22, TEE SS=* 0 
Morris 26 198 7.6 1 SACKS: Wiley 40, Nev 74.0. 
Hansen 2.0 Rox 1efS Se at las 2:0) 


warl 2, Carr 


slatistics provided by STATS Inc, through Sunday, November 5. 


] 


|! | India napol 


lic 


TEETER REET EH EEE HEHEHE EEE HEHE EERE HEHEHE HEE HEHEHE HEHEHE EHHE HEHEHE EHH ES 


6-3: T 2nd 
Kickoff returns get a boost 
with Wilkins hack on the job 


The decision to have WR Terrence 
Wilkins handle punt and kickoff 
returns was long overdue. Through 
the season’s first half—-when the 
coaching staff limited Wilkins to 
punt returns to help keep him 
fresh—neither return phase 
contributed much. The 
GRADING OUT team ranked 14th in punt 
vs. Chicago returns, and none of 
OFFENSE 2 | 


Wilkins’ 13 attempts 
Nice closing kick, but first half 


covered more than 14 
yards. The kickoff unit was 
consisted of 16 plays, 68 
yards and 0 points. 


in the hands of rookie 
Payton Williams before he 
was waived last week. It 
ranked No. 27 and was 
the major reason the 
offense’s average start 
following a kickoff was the 
second worst in the 
league. Now, the team has 
decided to follow its plan 
from 1999, when Wilkins 
emerged as one of the 
league’s premier return 
the Bears to the Jets? These a eat ; 
guys weren't ready to play, men. ... Three times this 
year, the team has faded 
in the second half, and it was shut out in the first half 
of last Sunday’s loss to the Bears. It’s hard to imagine 


Made mediocre Bears resem- 
ble potent Rams in atrocious 
20-point, 273-yard first half. 


SPECIAL TEAMS © 


Coverage improved but 
allowed Agular to complete 
Critical pass on botched FGA. 


S50, nobody was looking past 


_ this team sleepwalking through games with QB Peyton 


Manning directing the offense, LB Cornelius Bennett 


_ motivating the defense and coach Jim Mora steering 


the ship. Yet that’s what's plaguing a team considered a 
Super Bowl contender in August. ... Among the blue- 
collar players the draft added to a defense that needed 
help is fourth-round DT Josh Williams. He opened the 
season as a starter in the dime package and in the 
tackle rotation in the base defense. But injuries resulted 
in him starting the last four games. He isn’t a bulky 
interior lineman (6-3, 284), but he’s athletic and quick. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Tyrone Poole isn’t the team’s biggest 
corner, but he’s the best. Poole (5-8, 188) is aggressive 
and physical and has good recovery speed. His ability to 
deal with taller receivers was evident against Detroit's 
Herman Moore. Poole went up for a jump ball in the 
end zone with Moore, 6-4, and batted the ball away. 
Poole also is one of the league's best corners in run 
support. He seldom misses a tackle when he meets a 
back turning the corner. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Manning and WR Marvin 
Harrison clicked immediately as a pitch-and-catch 
tandem in '98, and their rapport continues to grow. 
Against Detroit, Manning came to the line of 
scrimmage for a third-and-goal play at the Lions’ 3 and 
anticipated zone coverage. Harrison was to run a 
double move—fake a fade, slant inside. But when 
Manning saw Detroit preparing to blitz, he knew 
Harrison wouldn't have time to execute his route. He 
signaled Harrison to run a fade. Despite tight coverage, 
the adjustment resulted in a TD pass. —Mike Chappell 


PASSING Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks 


Manning 319 209 655 2740. 7et.20 10 1003. 10 
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Defense needs to provide | Abraham's injury is having 
more big plays in the clutch a ripple effect on the defense 
a Despite having playmakers on the 


7) 

field and one of the game's best | @ \ 
strategists on the sideline, the } 
team’s defense continues to be a 
disappointment. The stats are fine, | 
and the overall production is 
decent, but this defense has not 
learned how to close out 
opponents. Several times 
this year—last Sunday's 
overtime loss to Buffalo 
was the most recent | 


7-2: 1st 
Gailey’s improvising wrings 
most out of limited offense 


Moving into the second half of the 
season, the team’s MVP has been 
offensive coordinator Chan Gailey. 
The offense ranks in the lower 
third of the NFL, but Gailey has 
kept manipulating a unit that is 
using a first-year starting 
quarterback and is without 

ey Va (eT ge 6 any real game-breakers. | 

vs. Detroit The notion that Gailey r 
runs a conservative " 


_—— 
—_ 


With rookie pass rusher John 
Abraham (hernia surgery) out for 
the regular season, the team's third- 
down defense has suffered a falloff. 
It isn't generating as much pressure 
on quarterbacks, placing an 
additional burden on the 
secondary. Last week, the 
GRADING OUT Jets stopped the Broncos 
vs. Denver on only six of 18 third- 
OFFENSE 


GRADING OUT 


vs. Buttalo 
OFFENSE 


down conversion attempts 
as Abraham's spot as a 


OFFENSE ff is off base. The 
§ becoming the norm for Ted more than | osing Bledsoe ea example—the Patriots ow start, killer turnovers. pass-rushing end was filled 
this unit to win the any other team, but Gailey Friesz is not the answer behind have taken leads late into | © Sound familiar? No team can by LB Mo Lewis and 
this offensive line. the game only to see the | _ilay Catch-up every week. rookie DE Shaun Ellis. 


has opened up the passing 
game. The team will use 
empty backfield sets and ined Flutie an 
plenty of shotgun to create for much of the game, just not 
mismatches. ... With the when it counted. 

more diverse attack, | 
WR Leslie Shepherd is A 
becoming a mainstay. ' 
Since replacing an injured 
WR Tony Martin in the 

lineup six weeks ago, 


time-of-possession battle. 


Lewis is a better blitzer 
than a down pass rusher, 
and Ellis is better suited to 
rushing from the inside. 
Ellis relies on power more 
than speed. Not having 
Abraham's outside burst 
will hurt down the stretch, 
for sure. It also puts more 
pressure on LB Bryan Cox, 


defense collapse. Much of 
eBills § the damage came against enn bit so hard on 

a secondary filled with pump fake on a 47-yard TD 
veterans. DBs Antonio he cracked his mouthpiece, 


i 
| 
Langham and Otis Smith | 
were both exploited on i Sac a 
key plays, and star O'Neal, P John Hall handled 
CB Ty Law has not made | _ the winds nicely 

big plays with any . 
consistency. ... It appears 


e from one hiccup, it made 
all the plays necessary, even 
with key absences. 


rown showed why he is cur- 
rently the best punt returner in 
the game. 


ey set the tone with an on- 
side kick, deflected a punt and 
forced a fumble on a kickoff, 


e game plans kept the Lions e schemes Belichick offer Jets ran on 
off-balance. Wannstedt gets. «Shepherd has caught es were fine; the execution by the ed ae be times vs. team that allowed a por pee = one 
dit for taking chances pesnes, icing URES sar team was not so fine, P eee 407 rush yards injastgame, the nickel. “oordinator 

us : touchdowns. He doesnot ~ Citing “marginal Mike Nolan may have to 


use more blitzing to compensate for Abraham's loss. ... 
The Jets should be concerned about overusing Cox. 
He's playing at a high level, but at his age (32), there’s 
always the danger of wearing down. He never comes 
off the field. ... The free-safety position has turned into 
a carousel. In the last three games, the Jets have started 
three players—Kevin Williams, Scott Frost and Chris 
Hayes. What next, lure Ronnie Lott out of retirement? 
Since 1995, the team has used 12 different starters at 
free safety. It’s pretty obvious what will be near the top 
of Al Groh’s shopping list in the offseason. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Rookie TE Anthony Becht, who 


reat 
possess blazing speed, but he runs crisp routes and has F production, coach Bill Belichick took Bishop's short- 


developed a nice chemistry with QB Jay Fiedler. ... yardage packages out of the game plan, effectively 
| Fiedler has won over teammates with his toughness, _ demoting the second-year player to emergency status 
Before the Green Bay game October 29, Fiedler _ and promoting veteran John Friesz to the No. 2 spot. 
needed X-rays and a deep tissue massage hours before Because of Drew Bledsoe's thumb injury, Bishop 
the game when an old rib injury flared. His teammates could get another chance. Bishop's long-term future 
had no idea he was lus <ing until after the game. Any \ with the team is: ‘lear. He has said he would like to 
| player showing that kind of fortitude would score play for a team on which he could compete for a 
points, but especially a quarterback. ... With the loss of starting job. ... With TE Eric Bjornson benched, Rod 
LB Zach Thomas to an ankle injury, the Dolphins have Rutledge may get his last chance to show he belongs 
od turned to LB Derrick Rodgers as their nickel backer. on the Pats beyond this year. Rutledge must prove he 
Ve) Rodgers has the speed and athleticism to handle the is a reliable receiver. 


—— 


1 


EDS 


SCOUTING REPORT: RT Todd Wade was named the AFC's 
rookie of the month for October, and the second-round 
pick does not look like he is hitting the wall yet. Wade 
has proved to be much better than the team thought 
he would be. He is a much better pass blocker than he 
gets credit for. He is a very good run blocker and uses 
his hands well. What separates Wade from most 
rookies is his moxie. 

SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Since a big game October 8 
against Buffalo, RB Thurman Thomas has not been able 
to put up consistent numbers, either rushing or 
receiving. But though Thomas’ numbers have slipped, 
he remains the best blocking running back on the 
roster. Thomas has a knack for picking up blitzing 
safeties and linebackers to give Fiedler more time. As 
other players have developed in the offense, some 
pressure has been taken off Thomas to make plays, 
specifically on third down. —Todd Archer 


footwork and arm strength—but he’s not outstanding in 
any one area. His greatest attributes are his knowledge 
of pro schemes and his game experience, all acquired 
during an 11-year career that includes stints with San 
Diego, Washington and Seattle. A classic drop-back 
passer in the mold of Bledsoe, Friesz can be effective if 
he’s given the protection. Unfortunately, that’s not 
good enough in today’s NFL, especially behind this 
team's porous offensive line. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Bobby Hamilton is hardly a big 
name or a flashy playmaker, but his steady, solid play 
on the defensive line earned him a contract extension. 
A reserve with the Jets the last three years, Hamilton 
has started every game for the Pats this year. He leads 
all DLs with 47 tackles. NT Chad Eaton says Hamilton 
is an outstanding run stuffer who takes on blocks 

and funnels ballcarriers to him and MLBs Ted Johnson 
and Tedy Bruschi. —Michael Felger 


Sa 


‘3 uy aera ap ecg A ye z re = SCOUTING REPORT: Brought in as a veteran backup to returned last week after missing two weeks with a knee 
ay" o* RE SAE NS y ane Bledsoe before the 1999 season, Friesz has done little injury, is going to be a big factor in the passing game 
y on the field that’s impressive. Friesz has decent size, down the stretch. The Jets value his receiving skills so 


much that they split him out in their spread formation. 
Not many 6-5, 265-pound tight ends can line up as a 
wideout and make plays in space, but that’s what Becht 
can do. His blocking still needs work, as the coaching 
staff would like him to be more physical at the point of 
attack. When that comes around, Becht has the 
potential to be a legitimate two-way tight end. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: K John Hall is a free spirit who 
sometimes acts as if he’s in his own little world. At 
times, that may work in his favor on the field. Witness 
his production in the clutch: Hall, seemingly oblivious 
to pressure, has made five straight field goals to give 
the Jets a lead or a tie in the last two minutes of games 
or in overtime. Four of those five field goals won games 
for the team, and the fifth sent a game into overtime. 
There's something to be said for a kicker who can do it 
under pressure. Those who can't don't stay in the 
league very long. —Rich Cimini 


DOLPHINS a PATRIOTS 


PASSING _Att. Comp. Pet. Yds. Long Int. Rate Sacks PASSING _Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks 
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PUNTING No. Yds.Avg. Bik. ) PUNTING No, Yds.Avg. Bik. RUSHING _ Att. Yds. Avg, TD | PUNTING No. Yds.Avg. Bik. 

LS ee + M, Turk. 94 2292 42.4 0 Faulk __109 402 3.7 2 | LJohnson 50 2103 42.1 0 Martin 183. —-715 3.9 6 | Tua 42 1969 469 0 

“lecier 49 200 4.0 1 f Redmond Te” 220 aa R, Anderson 18 43 24 O nt ek * Ce 

KORETURNS No.Yds.Avg. TD = Gideon oh 197 a | KORETURNS No. Yds.Avg. 1D kas SBS 7.00 | MORETURNS No. Yds.Avg._ TD 

— 551 262 1 

Gadsden 34-452 133. 4 | PUNT RETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD Baan 42515123 > | PUNTRETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD eee ee Ie Anderson 44 973 85 0 | PUNT.RETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD 

Shepherd 21304145 9 | Shepherd __13 148. 11.4 0. Glenn 42 504120 4 | Brown __.26 985 16.0 1 Marin 43313. 7.32 | Ward —A0_146 750 

L. Smith _ 17124 7.3 1 | SACKS: Armstrong 11.5, Taylor 9.0, Faulk 33.222, «6.7 0 | SACKS: Spires 4.5, Thomas 4.0, Slade Chrebet -sss38_ 495. 13.0 6 | SACKS: Ellis5.0, Abraham 4.5, Lewis 
SCORING XPM XPAFGM FGA Pts, Bowens 25. Mixon 2.5, 35. 40. 


3, Surtain 3, Thomas 1, Langham 1, Milloy 1. 
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Baltimore at Tennessee. When these teams met in Baltimore a 
few weeks ago, the Titans’ offense sputtered without injured 

RB Eddie George but managed to win anyway, largely because the 
Ravens had no offense at all. Was last Sunday’s win at Cincinnati the 
beginning of a turnaround for the Ravens—or just an aberration? 


MATCHUP TO WATCH 


Steelers LT Wayne Gandy and LG Alan Faneca vs, Eagles 

RE Hugh Douglas and RT Corey Simon. Dougias, a veteran with a 
career-high 13 sacks, and Simon, a rookie with six, have been one of 
the premier end-tackle tandems this season. It's up to Gandy and 
Faneca to at least play them to a draw. 


©). i tn | Se) OF 


After struggling against double-teams early in the season, Titans 

DE Jevon Kearse largely has been handled by just one blocker for 
about a month now. Kearse has to put in more time studying his op- 
ponents rather than simply trying to get by on his athleticism. 


Ravens WR Patrick Johnson. With rookie Travis Taylor out with a 
broken clavicle, Johnson made his first start Sunday against the Ben- 
gals and caught two passes for 24 yards. Johnson has the speed to 
become a weapon in the vertical game and needs to be a target. 


ROOKIE REPORT 


WR Plaxico Burress was expected to bring some big-play ability to 
the Steelers’ offense, but it hasn't happened yet. He has dropped 
passes, stumbled while running routes without being touched and 
has yet to score a touchdown. His longest reception: 39 yards. 


i +N Sj Bt + So) 5 | So ag 


Look for the 3-6 Jaguars to finish the season strong, Some key 
players are retuming to health, expectations have diminished and the 
remaining schedule is not overwhelming. And some players will be 
inspired to step up their play to ensure future contracts. 


The Ravens ended their horrible 
ed eae TD drought last Sunday, but they're not 
* quite ready to turn into fantasy darlings. 
This week, they face the Titans, who held them to six points on 
October 22. Tennessee is allowing 12 points per game at home 
and has the defense to send the Ravens into another swoon. 


For more fantasy football go to 
fantasy.sportingnews.com 
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Need for immediate success 
could bring Johnson to team 


Don't dismiss recent reports about 
Redskins QB Brad Johnson coming 
to Baltimore next season. If neither 
Trent Dilfer nor Tony Banks takes 
over this team, the Ravens might 
be forced to sign a veteran 
quarterback because rookie Chris 


Redman might be another 
GRADING OUT 


year or two away. Team 
vs. Cincinnati owner Art Modell doesn't 
ii a - 


have that kind of time to 
invest in a young 
quarterback because he 
has to turn ownership 
over to his minority 
partner, Stephen Bisciotti, 
within three years. Dilfer 


The Ravens break their TD 
drought. Maybe they should 
play the Bengals every week. 


As Corey Dillon goes, so go the 


Bengals. Both went nowhere got the starting job two 
against the Ravens. weeks ago after Banks 
San) ania een = played himself out of it. 
They tried to give away big After a weak first start, 
plays, but the Bengals couldn't + Dilfer played well against 
capitalize. the Bengals, throwing for 


three touchdowns. Dilfer 
will be tested next week 
when he faces DE Jevon 


COACHING B+ 


The Ravens were thorough in 
putting away the Bengals and SSRI EBS DH: 


Deeg Mem eat Tennessee’s tough defense. 
.. Rookie WR Travis Taylor will be out three to five 
weeks with a broken collarbone. After several recent 
dropped balls, there were discussions about inserting 
third-year WR Patrick Johnson in place of Taylor. But 
with the injury, the Ravens don’t have to be concerned 
about deflating Taylor’s confidence. Johnson, one of the 
team's fastest players, should give the Ravens more of a 
vertical game, but he has to show he can play more 
than two or three straight games without getting hurt. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Some people in the organization 
compare Dilfer with QB Jim Harbaugh when he was 
younger. Dilfer won't dazzle anyone with his arm 
strength, but he is more mobile than most people think 
and has a competitive edge that rubs off on his 
teammates. Dilfer ran a conservative offense in Tampa, 
but he'll get a chance to be a little more wide open 
with the Ravens. The Ravens will probably play to his 
strength by using a lot of short to intermediate passes. 
In Tampa, Dilfer was known for forcing passes into 
double coverage. It will be interesting to see whether 
that bad habit followed him to Baltimore. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The team's strategy against the 
Bengals was simple: Stop RB Corey Dillon and force the 
Bengals to rely on QB Akili Smith. Considering that 
Dillon had rushed for 415 yards in the previous two 
games, that was easier said than done. But the Ravens 
did it by crowding the line of scrimmage. DTs Tony 
Siragusa and Sam Adams dominated Bengals 

Gs Matt O’Dwyer and Mike Goff. That shut down Dillon. 
As for forcing Smith to win the game, fat chance. He 
was pathetic. The cornerbacks played soft on 

WRs Craig Yeast and Peter Warrick, not allowing them 
to get deep for big plays. —Mike Preston 


PASSING _ Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks 


Banks _ 271_ 148 54.6 1533 S3t_ 8 8 687 19 
Dilfer TNIV E S1T ASE AS S292 16: 

PUNTING No, Yds.Avg. Bik. 
Ja. Lewis __ 148 639 4.3 1 | Richardson _—53._ 2112 39.8 0. 
poimes_47_ 407-420 | KORETURNS No. Yds.Avg,_ TD 

~ | Hams 23.543. 23.6 0 

Ismail 33413125 1 | ‘tews ___21 260 124 0 
Taylor 27 276 10.2 3 | SACKS: Burnett 6.5, Boulware 5.0, 

McCrary 3.5. 

INTERCEPTIONS: Woodson 3, Harting 
Stover 12:12 «25 «27 «87 3 Starks 3 


Statistics provided by STATS Inc. through Sunday, November 5. 
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Management may be losing 
confidence in QB Smith 


(& 


GRADING OUT 


vs. Baltimore 
OFFENSE 


QB controversy anyone? 
Warrick should run the single 
wing after scoring the only TD. 


Solid second-half response, 
but it was too late. By then, 
Trent Dilfer looked All-Pro. 


SPECIAL TEAMS CC 


Tremain Mack had one man to 
beat for a TD, but got cut down 
by Matt Stover. 


Bengals finally lost their poise 
under Dick LeBeau, who must 
shoulder the blame. 


Management won't admit it 
publicly, but there are rumblings it 
is slowly losing confidence in 

QB Akili Smith, who has directed 
only six TD drives in 120 
possessions dating to 1999. Smith 
has a legitimate excuse for the 


passing game being so 
inept. There’s too much 
youth and inexperience at 
receiver. But that won't fly 
next year when veteran 
flanker Darnay Scott 
returns from his broken 
leg. ... Coach Dick LeBeau 
has committed to the run, 
but the emphasis on Gorey 
Dillon is actually a double- 
edged sword. When he's 
churning, the offense runs 
smoothly. When he 
struggles behind an 
inconsistent line, the 
offense shuts down 
because the passing game 
isn't good enough to 
provide much help. ... 

DE Reinard Wilson's 


deactivation against the Ravens is a clear indication he 
has fallen out of favor since being the team’s top draft 
pick in '97, His move from outside linebacker was 
supposed to be a cure-all, allowing him to line up in a 
three-point stance and rush quarterbacks. But Wilson 
has proved he’s still a 'tweener: too big for linebacker 
and too small to be a great end. ... Backup FB Nick 
Williams is gaining valuable experience and has the 
physical tools to be a bulldozing lead blocker for 
Dillon, but he won't unseat starter Clif Groce until he 
sheds his passive personality. 


SCOUTING REPORT: TE Tony McGee has worked hard to 
become a complete player. He stretches the defense 
with his speed and has made excellent strides in 


"finding holes in the secondary. He'll still drop a pass 


every now and then and get flagged for holding, but 
overall his concentration has improved. It’s not pure 
strength that makes him a solid blocker, but his 
footwork. He takes good angles and gets leverage. With 
Smith trying to find a rhythm with his young wideouts, 


McGee is almost lost in the shuffle. But he never 


_ complains. His strict offseason regimen of flexibility 
exercises helps him to maintain his durability. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The lousy passing game is a 
product of several factors. It's WRs Peter Warrick, Ron 
Dugans and Craig Yeast being unable to make sight 
adjustments against safety blitzes and running the 
wrong routes. It’s Smith rushing throws and being 
inaccurate. It’s an offensive line having trouble 
sustaining blocks at the point of attack and being 
unable to stop penetration. Add up the shaky blocking, 
ragged routes and poor passes, and the lack of rhythm 
is called “not being on the same page.” —Chick Ludwig 


PASSING _ Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks 


Smith ~ 222" _ 0B. 4th 1056 46 a 5 1623) 28 
S.Mitchel 44 18 409 196 #7 0 4 #%N2 °° 4 
PUNTING No. Yds.Avg. Bik. 
Dillon 158 761 48 4 Pope 59 2409 40.8 0 
Smith 31 179 5. 
Warrick 10 Si ae : KO RETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD 
* ee eee Mack  _—s—s§ «25 $89 23.6 0 
McGee 18 237 13.2 0 | Yeast 26 190 7:3 0 
Dillon -—s_—'13_—*‘431:'10.1 0} SACKS: Gibson 3,0, Hall 3.0, Foley 2.0. 
Bennett 13 115 8.8 0 | INTERCEPTIONS: Spikes 2,D 
Williams 1, T. Carter 1, C. Carter 1, Foley 
Rackers 10 10 5 10 25 | | 
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Palmer will return next year, 
but the honeymoon is over 


Team president Carmen Policy, who 
had heard rumblings by players 
that the team appeared listless and 
was regressing, made a wise move 
by guaranteeing Chris Palmer 
would remain as coach through 
next season. With his 


announcement, Policy 
GRADING OUT strengthened Palmer's 
vs. N.Y. Giants 


standing, but he also 
issued a veiled warning by 
OFFENSE - 
Once again, this unit did 


saying the Browns will 
nothing In the passing game 


have to be much more 
competitive next year. He 


and even less on the ground. + expects the Browns to 
contend for a playoff spot. 
After a good first half, the Policy also said that 


winning, not the nurturing 
of young players, will now 
be the theme of the team. 


group tired and gave up 
yardage in chunks. 


1 HS a 


Other than Chris Gardocki's .. RB Jamel White gave 
punts, Jamel White's returns, the offense a little spark 
these guys were uninspiring, last week with his quick 


running, but Travis 
Prentice is getting worse 
every week. He's doing 


Team was prepared defensive- 


ly, but offensive staff showed doses seasaals ceanivier 

g instead 
no imagination at key times. of running north and 
south. But the Browns have few options to correct the 
situation. ... For the second straight week, the Browns 
~ could not get enough of a push at the line of 
scrimmage to score on a first-and-goal situation. Steve 
Zahursky continues to be overmatched at right tackle. 
Sunday, the Giants’ Michael Strahan ate him alive. The 
Browns need to get Zahursky out of there, for his sake 
and the sake of QB Doug Pederson and the offense. ... 
A bright spot on defense was that LB Jamir Miller may 
have been more active than he has ever been as a 
Brown. He was a real leader among the front seven. 
Ditto for LB Wali Rainer. ... A positive on offense is that 
WR Kevin Johnson is out of his funk. He has caught 11 
passes for 178 yards over the past two games. 


SCOUTING REPORT: RE Keith McKenzie came to the 
Browns in free agency in the offseason wanting to have 
the chance to be an every-down player after the 
Packers viewed him as only a situational pass rusher. 
Will McKenzie ever be a great run defender? No, he is 
not big enough. But when the Browns get better, his 
excellent pass rushing skills—he is very fast and uses 
his hands well—will be a key component. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: It will be interesting to see if 
Policy's new emphasis on winning right away affects 
Palmer's decisions. Still, Palmer already knows his team 
must realize at least a little bit of success to keep the 
players going. You can best do that by using a veteran 
or two at positions where young players are struggling. 
That's why second-year LB Rahim Abdullah has been 
benched in favor of Marty Moore and, when healthy, 
Lenoy Jones, and why Pederson, who likely is gone 
after the season, is playing more than rookie QB 
Spergon Wynn. —Steve King 


BROWNS 
PASSING _Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks 


Couch 215 137 63.7 1483 79 7 9 773 10 
Pederson 66 33. 50.0 306 25 0 4 378 5 
PUNTING No. Yds.Avg. Bik. 
Prentice 97 290 3.0 4 | Gardocki «62 2894 46.7 0 
Piet te Seg | KORETURNS No. Yds.Avg. 1D 
ae White 20 460 23.0 0 
Ss. Avg, TD_ 
Johnson 99 465.119 0 | PUNTRETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD 
Northcutt 26 316 12.2 0. | Noshoutt 18_181 10,10 
Patten 23 386.16.8 0 | gpeKs: K Mckenzie 5.0 own 
Shea 23 243.106 1 | J Miter4o. RST EMS 
Prentice 23 4115 5.0. 1 | INTERCEPTIONS: Fuller 2, Liltle 1, 
Rainer 1, Sanders 1. 
P.Dawson 11 11 8B 11 35 
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Time to decide: Is Brunell the 
OB to rebuild a team around? 


OB Mark Brunell was accurate and 
precise with his passes at the 
beginning of the season and 
seemed at ease. But then teams 
started loading up to defend the 
pass because they did not respect 
the run. Brunell began to take a lot 
of hits, which slowed him 


GRADING OUT and took a toll on his body 
season to date and his psyche—and 
subsequently his passer 


OFFENSE 


rating. Brunell isn’t as 
mobile as he once was, 
which has really hurt him 
playing behind a weak 
line. But as he showed in 
the win over Dallas: When 
he has time, he can be as 


health Is a big reason there are 
signs of a turnaround, 
Hasn't been that bad consid- 
ering it has been on field too 


much. Pass rush has struggled. © good as any QB in the 
SPECIAL TEAMS © NFL. Brunell is scheduled 
K Mike Hollis and P Bryan to have a cap figure of $13 


million in 2001, so the 
team has to decide if he’s 
the player to rebuild 
around. Backup QB Jamie 
Martin has played well. He 
but sloppy play is a bigger Anaeatt havea ts 

¢ g arm but 
reason for the 3-6 record. is smart and spreads the 
ball around. But there is a significant drop in talent 
from Brunell to Martin. ... The team has all of its skill 
players healthy for the first time since last season. With 
WR Jimmy Smith and RB Fred Taylor at full strength, 
the offense should be able to put up some points. 
Taylor has had three consecutive 100-yard games and 
his presence makes the offense much less predictable. 
.. RT Leon Searcy, who has been out all season with a 
torn quadriceps tendon, hopes to return for the Titans 
game November 26. Zach Wiegert filled in for Searcy 
for the first eight games but is out for the season with a 
torn ACL. He has been replaced by Todd Fordham, 
who did a solid job against Dallas DE Alonzo Spellman. 
Fordham could prove to be a valuable backup. 


SCOUTING REPORT: LT Tony Boselli is playing on a 
surgically repaired knee and a bad ankle, yet he still 
continues to play at a high level. Boselli isn’t the same 


Barker have done a good job. 
The return game has not. 
COACHING 

Injuries have been crippling, 


_ player he was before January knee surgery, but he's 


still one of the best. As a pass protector, he plays at a 
very high level and can dominate. His run blocking 


isn't as good as it was before the injury, but it’s still 


effective. He may not be the best in the NFL this year, 
but he’s close. That tells you the type of player he is, 
especially when he sits out practices during the week. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The team finally figured out 
how to attack the two-deep zone. Say hello to Kyle 
Brady. The 280-pound tight end has caught 18 passes 
for 249 yards the last two games as teams have tried 
to take away the outside receivers. With Brady playing 
his best and Taylor running inside again, look for the 
outside passing game to get back in form Sunday 
against Seattle. That means big plays from Smith and 
WR Keenan McCardell. —Pete Prisco 


PASSING _ Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks 


Brunell 305 185 60.7 2094 48 11 10 #796 38 
Martin 28. 19 679 181 22 1 1 626 0 
RUSHING _ Att. Yds. Avg, TD | PUNTING No. Yds.Avg. Blk. 
Taylor 119 478 40 1 | Barker 43 1870 43.5 0 
i 
nel Bt 148 27 4 | KORETURNS — No.Yds.Avg, TD 
a Stith 18 467 259 0 
J. Smith 49 657 13.4 6 | sowed 13. 102 780 
Brady 4) 478 11,7 1. | SACKS: Beasley 5.0, Brackens 25, 


Smeenge 2.0, Walker 2:0. 
INTERCEPTIONS: A. Stewari 2, Nicker- 


SCORING XPM XPA FGM FGA Pts. 
Hollis 10 10 13 14 #49 
$on 1, Beasley 1, Logan 1, Datius 1 


Statistics provided by STATS Inc. through Sunday, November 5. 
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With wideouts struggling, 
team relying more on Bettis 


WRs Plaxico Burress and Troy 
Edwards continue to be 
disappointing. Burress, the team's 
No. 1 pick, has only 21 catches for 
269 yards. Edwards, last year’s No. 
1 pick, has missed two games 
because of hamstring and hip 
injuries and has lost his 
starting job to Hines Ward. 
Edwards has only 13 
catches for 126 yards, and 
neither he nor Burress has 
a TD catch. It is not what 


GRADING OUT 


vs. Tennessee 


OFFENSE 
ATD pass to the tight end! 


What's next? Two touchdowns —_a Jot of people envisioned 
ina game? when Burress was drafted 
| in the first round and the 
No touchdowns in 20 team decided to switch 
consecutive quarters, but Edwards to the flanker 
the team still loses, position so he could be 


paired with Burress. But 
part of the reason for the 
lack of production is that 
the Steelers have relied 
more and more on Jerome 
Bettis and have opted to 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Their version of Home Run 
Throwback looked like Double 
Play Throwup. 
OTHE 


The plan worked until the final ray eee 
two minutes, when McNair downfield with their 
converted a fourth-and-7. cinema 


rotating quarterbacks, 
Kent Graham and Kordell Stewart. ... The team will 
stick with Stewart this week, though the offense has 
scored only one touchdown in each of the past four 
games, Stewart, who completed only 7 of 22 passes 
Sunday, will remain the starter against the Eagles, but 
coach Bill Cowher will closely monitor how Stewart 
responds in front of the home crowd. ... Bettis is really 
missing his injured fullback, Jon Witman, and it shows. 
Bettis had only 42 yards on 13 carries, and his longest 
run was 7 yards. Backup Richard Huntley looks 
tentative and afraid of reinjuring his hamstring. 


SCOUTING REPORT: The team has wanted to use more of 
TE Jerame Tuman, the fifth-round pick in ’99, in the 
passing game, but it just isn’t working out. With the 
injury to Witman, the team has used a lot of two-tight 
end formations with Mark Bruener—who caught his 
first TD pass in two years last Sunday—and Corey 
Geason, forcing Tuman to No. 3. He runs good routes 
and has soft hands for a tight end, but the team just 
hasn’t found enough occasions to use him. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The team has been getting a lot 
of production from OLBs Joey Porter and Jason Gildon, 
something that has been missing the past couple of 
years. Porter, who has seven sacks, has really become a 
force. The team is trying to take more advantage of his 
pass-rush pressure by sometimes lining him on the same 
side as Gildon, who has six sacks, in an attempt to 
confuse the opposition. Once against the Ravens, Porter 
looped all the way around and sacked the quarterback 
coming from the left. Porter's build and style recall Greg 
Lloyd. While Porter doesn’t have the same nasty 
temperament, he is a better pass rusher and could 
become the same disruptive influence. —Gerry Dulac 


PASSING _Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks 


Graham ‘143 64 448 844 77t 1 0 663 9 
Stewart 101 52. 51.5 606 45t 3 2. AG 12 
RUSHING _ Att. Yds, Avg. TD | PUNTING No. Yds.Avg. Bik. 
Bettis 198 735 3.7. 6 Miller 54 2368 43.9 1 
Stewart 39 188 48 1 

SIRT Sad oe 3 KO RETURNS No. Yds.Avg. 1D 
Fuamatu-Ma'afala2 1 Edwards i 225 2050 
RECEIVING No, Yds. Ayg. TD 
Ward 22 353 16.0 2 PUR RETURNS Wo. Yds.Avg. TD 
Burress 2} 269128 o | Xleat 19 271 14,9 0 
Shaw 20 307 15.4 1 | SACKS: Porer70.Gildon6.0.A 

Smith 3.0 
oe INTERCEPTIONS: Washington 4. 

K. Brown 12 13 15 WW 57 Alavandet 3. Scott 3 g 
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Walker is making solid case . 
to get new deal from team 


While WR Derrick Mason and 

DE Kenny Holmes, who both will 
be unrestricted free agents after 
this season, have made impacts on 
their way to new deals, so, too, has 
CB Denard Walker, who's also in 
that situation. Walker has been 


steady while getting much 
GRADING OUT 


of the action from 
vs. Pittsburgh opposing offenses directed 
OFFENSE (St 


at him. And with the 
Too many penalties, but 


shortage of cover corners 
in the league, he will 

McNair and Mason bailed the 

team out. 


certainly draw some 
interest in the offseason if 


Walker still takes a few 
too many downfield 
penalties, but he is often 
told to take the penalty 
rather than give up a 
scoring play. At 6-1 and 
190 pounds, Walker has 
the size any team would 
want on the outside, 


Shut down the Steelers’ 
attack. Made one coverage 
mistake that resulted in a TD. 


SPECIAL TEAMS & 
Del Greco did miss a 24-yard 
field-goal attempt, but that 
was the only blip. 


COACHING =i 


Despite the win, the blame for 


especially with his closing 
iba) aoa pyatus Tes speed. However, it is likely 
, the Titans would deal with 


Holmes and Mason first, simply because of the depth 
issues at those positions over the long term. Walker is 
certainly a good enough player to get a new deal from 
the team, but he may get caught in the squeeze as the 
team struggles with cap issues and fills needs. ... Look 
for the Titans, who play five of their last seven games 
within the division, to use a little more of the no- 
huddle offense because divisional opponents are so 
familiar with what they do. ... An offseason training 
regimen that included yoga has enabled S Blaine 
Bishop to put up another good season and kept him on 
the field for almost every practice. That has allowed 
Bishop’s backup, Perry Phenix, to perform in different 
roles against three- and four-wide receiver sets. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Rookie LB Keith Bulluck is getting 
increased playing time. On special teams, he is showing 
the open-field speed that pushed him into the first 
round of the draft. On defense, Bulluck plays in some 
of the extra-linebacker sets. But Bulluck still has a ways 
to go. The Titans thought he would win the outside 
linebacker spot Greg Favors plays, but Favors 
outworked him and easily won the spot in camp. 
Bulluck is a better athlete, but he will need to put in 
more classroom time before he'll start. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: In their continuing attempts to 
clear out the middle of the field and give RB Eddie 
George more room to run, the Titans will continue to 
put the tight ends and running backs out wide at times. 
The hope is that one broken tackle in such situations 
will lead to a big play. It has worked fairly well so far. 
The other benefit is it pulls linebackers out of the 
middle, giving QB Steve McNair more room to run 
when he sees an opening.—Jeff Legwold 


PASSING _Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks 


McNair 209132 63.2_ 1481 54 =9 6 86.6 12 
O'Donnell 44 24 545 369 67 1 3 616 3 
PUNTING No. Yds.Avg. Bik. 
fe ___ 222 837 3.8 5 | Hentrch 46-1885 410 0. 
cNair m4) 2 
Thomas 32 —* TEI KO RETURNS _No. Yds.Avg. TD 
a Ae SS Mason 26 749 288 O 
Wycheck 40-353 B88 4 PUNT RETURNS No, Yds.Avgo. TD 
Mason 31397 128 3 | Mason _—30_: 383128 1 
E.George 26235 9.0 0 | SACKS: Holmes 5.0, Robinson 3.0, 
Favors 3,0, Kearse 3.0, Thorton 3.0, 
DelGreco 19 19 16 20 67 | INTERCEPTIONS: Rolle 4, Sidney 3, 


Godfrey 2. 


the Titans do not sign him. 
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McCaffrey 4 


ROBERT SEALE / TSN 


Oakland at Denver. It’s a Monday night game, and the Raiders’ 
impressive record in these affairs is often cited: 33-17-1. But they 
were 6-11 on Monday night during the ‘90s, with five of the losses to 
Denver. So far, Denver is the only team to beat Oakland this year. Do 
you think Mike Shanahan is craving a sweep of Al Davis? 


MATCHUP TO WATCH 


Denver's prolific WRs Ed McCaffrey and Rod Smith against 
Oakland's air-tight CB tandem of Eric Allen and Charles 
Woodson. McCaffrey and Smith have combined for 115 receptions 
and 1,724 yards. Woodson and Allen need to be sharp because the 
safeties will be creeping up to help stop a healthy Terrell Davis. 


ON THE SPOT 


Oakland's kicking game. Rookie K Sebastian Janikowski missed 
last Sunday's game with an infection in his foot. Even before the rook- 
le was injured, however, his foot was a sore spot for the first-place 
Raiders with misses on 8-of-22 field-goal attempts. 


Kansas City LB Donnie Edwards. The Chiefs’ best athlete is among 
the NFL leaders in tackles but hasa full plate awalting him in'San 

_ Francisco. He has amassed double-digit tackle totals in previous games 
when matched against mobile QBs like the 49ers’ Jeff Garcia. 


ROOKIE REPORT 


Seattle WR Darrell Jackson, a third-round pick out of Florida, filled 
in for injured starter Derrick Mayes early in the year. The Seahawks 
expect Jackson, one of the league's rookie leaders in receptions, to 
replace the speed lost when Joey Galloway was sent to Dallas. 


FEARLESS FORECAST 


The $40,000 penalty slapped on San Diego SS Rodney Harrison 
won't be his last or biggest fine this season. Harrison is one of the 
league's more terrifying hitters. As the losses pile up for the talent- 
poor Chargers, so could the frustration (and the fines) for Harrison. 
owners have started getting excited 


FANTASY. 
Source 
* about the Chiefs. But Elvis Grbac takes 


his new aerial show to San Francisco with a chance to light up 
the 49ers. Start Grbac, Derrick Alexander and Tony Gonzalez 
and maybe even inconsistent rookie Sylvester Morris. 
For more fantasy football go to 
fanta tasy.sportin gnews.com 


It has only been recently that fantasy 
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5-4: T 2nd 
Good news for the offense: 
Davis | iS looking like old self 


RB Terrell Davis is regaining his old 
form. His workmanlike 33-carry, 
115-yard performance against the 
Jets bodes well for the team. The 
Jets stacked the line, much like 
New England did earlier this 
season, thinking they could 
completely shut down 
Denver's running game 
and force a lot of third- 
and-long situations. It 
didn’t work because Davis 
was able to grind out 
some key yards, and his 
presence freed up the 
passing game for QB Brian 
Griese. Davis still lacks the 
burst that let him turn 
5-yarders into 60-yarders. 
But that should return in 
time. ... The tackling, so 
atrocious in the loss at 
Cincinnati, has improved. 
It should have. Coach 
Mike Shanahan put the 


GRADING OUT 


Thad |B) APL 6) 


OFFENSE A 
Davis is back, Griese’s still hot, 
and McCaffrey and Smith can't 
be stopped. 


DEFENSE 


C+ 


A gallant goal-line stand, but 
too many big plays are still a 
big worry. 

Elam came back strong, hitting 
all three field-goal attempts. 
Punter Rouen Is struggling. 


Shanahan’s team came up big ALR PSG od 
in its biggest game of the cam ae a — 0 
season. very tough, physic 


practices in preparation for 
the Jets. The players said it ignited them and got them 
ready to play. Shanahan, fearful of injuries, will likely 
scale back the full-contact work in the coming weeks, 
but he’s not going to scrap his new methods. ... Now 
that WR Robert Brooks has recovered from his 
hamstring problems, the team is back to more 
conventional three- and four-wide receiver sets. When 
Brooks was down, the club used two and three tight 
ends at a time. ... The defense escaped with a big win, 
but it is still evident that it has a lot of problems, giving 
up big chunks of yardage. 


SCOUTING REPORT: DE Kavika Pittman got a 

$3.6 million signing bonus last winter to be an impact 
player. So far, the results are mixed. He has six sacks, 
but most of those have come courtesy of double-teams 
on DT Trevor Pryce. Pryce’s thrust inside often forces 
quarterbacks into Pittman’s arms. But to be fair, 
Pittman has displayed athleticism on the outside and 
has used good speed to make some tackles in the 
backfield. At 6-5, 273, Pittman has a relatively lean 
frame. That allows him to roam and make plays, but it 
also leaves him vulnerable to big, powerful offensive 
lines. Pittman was manhandled in Cincinnati. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: FB Howard Griffith's primary job 
is knocking heads with linebackers and clearing out 
holes for Davis. His secondary roles are diverse. He’s 
asked to pick up blitzes, catch passes out of the 
backfield and act as a decoy. When Davis was hurt, 
Griffith acted as a backfield traffic cop for rookie 

RB Mike Anderson, helping Anderson read blitzes and 
understand his assignments. Griffith is in the final year 
of his contract, and the team would be wise to get him 
back for another season or two. —Patrick Saunders 


BRONCOS 
PASSING Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TD int. Rate Sacks 


Att. . Pct. Yds. TO int. Rate Sacks 


Griese 297189636 2412 6118 3.1049 16 

Frerotte 3721568 225. 25 0.1635. +1: 
PUNTING _No. Yds.Avg. Bik. 

Anderson 144679 4.7.5 | Rouen 32 1268 40.3 1 

Davis 57214381 

ye 43.8 1 | Ko RETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD 

Griese a7 BESTT | Oneal 21-570 27.11 

oe ee PUNT RETURNS No. Yds.Ava. TD 

Carswell 31 304 98 1 SACKS: Pryc Pryce 7.0, Pittman 60, Wilson Wilson 
40. 

= MUAPAEGM EGP Pte. | INTERCEPTIONS: Buckey 5, Crockett 


3, Jenkins 3. 
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Once a run-only team, this 
one-trick pony is all passing 


The offensive pendulum has swung 
out of kilter. Once too conservative 
and overly dependent on the 
running game, the Chiefs have 
totally abandoned the running 
game that once served them so 


well. It's partly because they're so 


confident in QB Elvis 


Grbac and his array of 
GRADING OUT targets, including TE Tony 
Gonzalez and WRs 
OFFENSE ee ~—dDerrick Alexander, 
The inability to run the ball is Sylvester Morris and 
going to negate Elvis Grbac’s Kevin Lockett, that the 


gaudy passing numbers. 


lt couldn't tackle ballcarriers, 
couldn't reach Gannon or 
cover Brown and Dudley. 


Chiefs went to a wide- 
open, pass-dominated 
offense. And it's partly 
because no single running 
back has emerged as a go- 
to workhorse that the 


team ran the ball a 
franchise-low nine times in 
last Sunday’s loss to 
Oakland. The Chiefs 
certainly will try to attack 
San Francisco's vulnerable 
secondary this weekend, 
but their overuse of the 
passing game leads to mistakes (Grbac has thrown five 
interceptions over the last two weeks). ... The club 
hoped the return of FB Donnell Bennett, who sprained 
his foot in the season opener, would provide a spark 
and help achieve some balance, but he was rusty. ... The 
team has allowed better than 5.5 yards per carry in 
each of the last two games. DTs Dan Williams and 
Chester McGlockton are not getting the penetration to 
blow up plays at the line of scrimmage, and the 
linebackers are making two many tackles downfield. ... 
The absence of DE Eric Hicks (knee) is beginning to 
have an effect. Hicks is a good run-stopper, and no one 
has replaced his pass-rushing skills. 


SCOUTING REPORT: No one seems to throw on CB James 
Hasty anymore. It’s just too tempting to pick on the 
three rookie defensive backs in the nickel defense. But 
Hasty still manages to be around the ball and come up 
with big plays. Hasty, 35, usually takes the slot 
receiver, and though he may not have the speed and 
quickness he once had, he’s such a student of the game 
that he reads quarterbacks effectively and often makes 
his break on the ball before the receivers do. That's 
why he leads the team with three interceptions, even 
though few balls come his way. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: FS Jerome Woods had been 
frustrated with the dependence on two-deep zones the 
team used to protect its inexperienced defensive backs, 
But the team, more confident in rookie CB Pat Dennis 
and nickel back William Bartee, has gone to more 
single coverage, allowing Woods the freedom to be 
more aggressive and attack the line of scrimmage. After 
a slow start, Woods has recorded two sacks and an 
interception in the last three weeks. —Randy Covitz 


Parker and Cloud were im- 
proved as kickoff retumers, 
and got a lot of practice. 


Cunningham doesn't have any 
answers for the Raiders’ high- 
percentage passing offense. 


PASSING _ Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks 


Grbac 309-188 +608 2497. 73 21 #9 970 17 
Moon sis iss 3} 100078 DCB SCO 
D | PUNTING No. Yds.Avg. Blk. 
Richardson 72 277 3.8 2 | Saverbun —_—47 2138 455 0. 
Wes 4 a 2. | KORETURNS No. Yds.Avg. 1D 
ae Lee een AE 
Gonzalez 50.706 14.1 4 | PUNT RETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD 
Alexander 45811 180 9 | "#1 ______6 3/7 62 0 
Morris Ss 32_—S«497: 15.5 3 | SACKS: Hicks 7.0, D. Williams 5.5, 
Browning 3.0. 
Peterson aa 15 5 TS 30. eae Hasty 3, Edwards ts 
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Former starter Sims gives 
team offensive line depth 


The Raiders showed depth along 
the offensive line against the 
Chiefs. OL Barry Sims did a nice 
job filling in for injured LT Matt 
Stinchcomb. That's no simple task, 
especially since Sims hadn't played 
much this season and had to get up 


to game speed. Sims, who 
GRADING OUT 


started six games at left 
vs. Kansas City tackle last season, is a 
OFFENSE B+ 


luxury, a backup who is 
every bit as good as a few 
It finally found the end zone— of the starters. He is 
seven times—after failing to 
reach it against San Diego, 


we 


~ 
_ 
~ 
~ 


extremely quick and has 
great hands. ... Special 
teams coach Bob Casullo, 
who spent the past 15 


A win is great, but letting Elvis 


Grbac throw for 504 yards? years as a college assistant, 
| C'mon. is making the most of his 
NFL debut. The Raiders, 
Shane Lechler was a star, He on their fourth special- 
punts, he holds, he kicks, teams coach in five years, 
What's next? Quarterback? have improved in virtually 


every category. The team’s 
kickoff coverage team is 
you count Janikowski— say lien A low at 
Gruden still finds a way to win, ied Tae ualsiean faaeors 
blocked two field-goal attempts and two punts. ... FB 
Jon Ritchie played against Kansas City despite severe 
pain in his calf that kept him out of practice for a week. 
He is expected to go against Denver, too, even though 
his right leg was purple as an eggplant after the game. 
Word was he stopped feeling anything from his leg in 
the second half. He’s a key guy in the offense, 
particularly as a safety-valve receiver. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Randy Jordan isn't just a reserve 


COACHING A 


Without two starters—three, if 


_ running back, he's a special teams star. He plays on 


every special teams unit and knows virtually every 
position. He’s a personal protector on the punt team, 
meaning he hangs back and makes all the calls, serves 
as the last line of defense for P Shane Lechler, and is 
expected to make plays in coverage downfield. Jordan 
earned a lot of respect this summer when he came 
back from a scary neck injury during training camp, 
playing again less than two weeks later. Coaches love 
his toughness and his hands coming out of the 
backfield. He has some pretty good speed, too, as he 
showed on his career-long touchdown run of 43 yards 
against the Chiefs. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The Raiders are finding more 
and more success by using WR Tim Brown to run 
reverses and fake reverses. They did it four times 
against Kansas City. Three times QB Rich Gannon faked 
a handoff to Brown running to the strong side and 
gave the ball to RB Tyrone Wheatley, cutting back to 
the weak side. All went for healthy gains. Then, 
Gannon actually handed off to Brown for a gain of 7 
yards. Brown figures he should have gained even more 
ground on the play, which forces the defensive end to 
honor him and play him honestly. —Sam Farmer 


RAIDERS 
PASSING _ Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks 


PASSING _ Att. . Pct. Yds. TD Int. Rate Sacks 


Gannon _—-265_—«162_—«6 1.1 1849 48 14 5B 14 
PUNTING _No. Yds./ivg. Blk. 
Wheatley _ 143 601 4.2 7 | Lechler_ _—'39.: 1802 46.2 0 
Seen eee ny | KORETURNS No. Yds.Ava,_ TD 
SSS Pe i eee Pe 20 _477 23.9 0 
io. Vids. V9.TD | PUNT RETURNS No.Yds.Avg. TD 
rae es ral Gonin 16127 79 0 
Wheatley 19149. 7.8 1. | SACKS: Bryant 35, Coleman 30, 
Russell 2.5, 


INTERCEPTIONS: \W. Thomas 3, Pope 


SCORING XPM XPAFGM FGA Pts. 
Janlkowskl 212114 22" 63. | 9s rne6 9 Woodson 2 
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Lack of a pass rush hurts; 
so does lack of an offense 


In starting the season 0-9, the 
Chargers have blown four fourth- 
quarter leads, allowing four teams 
to overtake them on their final 
possessions. One reason for this 
porous defense is a lack of a pass 
rush, There hasn't been one since 
rush end Raylee Johnson 
GRADING OUT went down during he ; 
reseason, and that isn 
us iseattle oid to be corrected this 
OFFENSE season. In addition, former 
G.M. Bobby Beathard 
stripped the defense that 
led the NFL in 1998, and 
all that remain are three 
starters—LB Junior Seau, 
DT John Parrella and SS 
Rodney Harrison. The 
defense, for the most part, 


Cc 
It moved the ball consistently 
on the Seahawks, but gave it 


up with unforced errors. 


Played “A” ball until final drive 
that got Seattle into position to 
win. There still is no pass rush. 


SPECIAL TEAMS F 


The punt and coverage teams Plays well until the game . 
have bad days. The only plus is on the line. Then it can 
was three Carey field goals. make a play to save itself. 
COACHING c The team feels it ae 
Mike Riley and his staff had have “Sted or five hacia 
the team preparedtowin.Too © {1e OLN: WER ens 
bad they can’t take snaps. IU 1S, } 


allowed just enough points 
to lose. ... The quarterback question is certain to arise. 
Starter Jim Harbaugh not only fumbled away two snaps 
that led to a pair of short Seahawks drives for 
touchdowns but also threw a horrible interception and 
left the game early in the fourth quarter with a sore 
groin and left hand. Backup QB Moses Moreno came in 
and played well. Moreno seems to have his confidence 
back after a few awful plays in Buffalo in Week 7. ... 
CB DeRon Jenkins, an expensive offseason acquisition, 
continues to have his problems. He was turned around 
by Seahawks wideout Sean Dawkins and gave up a 
touchdown. By all accounts, Jenkins is a better cover 
corner than he has shown in San Diego. A hamstring 
problem set him back for a while, but it hasn't been 
bothering him lately. 


SCOUTING REPORT: TE Freddie Jones has developed into 
the splendid pass-catching tight end he promised to 
become when the team drafted him in 1997. Jones 
caught 10 passes for 111 yards on the Raiders and then 
came back against the Seahawks and caught five for 
86 yards, with a long of 44. There once was a time 
when Jones didn't necessarily catch everything that 
came his way, but that hasn’t happened this season. He 
has been especially effective on screens down the 
middle. He also has the speed to get deep. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: A year ago, the offense turned 
around when coach Mike Riley went to the no-huddle. 
This season, while it hasn't paid off in a win, there has 
been a noticeable difference in the way it moves the 
ball since Riley has spread out the offense, often going 
to three, four, even five wideouts. The Chargers run 
better out of this offense and pass more effectively out 
of it—when they can hold on to snaps. —/Nick Canepa 


PASSING _ Att. Comp. Pet._Yds. 
Harbaugh _«197__—«121'_—«61.4_ 1397 


te 


62t 


Leaf ._—«-102,—ssd51) 5000-529 28 1 7 6400) ~— 10 

PUNTING No. Yds.Avg. Bik. 

Fazande 792503, Z 2 | Bennett 48 2257 47.0 0 
Chancey  _-—s 42_—Ss 141 3.4 2 

<= ee) i a Se Rs 

F Jones 45 508 11.3. 3. | PUNTRETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD 

J.Graham 34 466.137 1 | Yacquet 19 134 7.1 0 


Fletcher 27-201 7.4 0 | SACKS: Dixon 4.0, Parrelia 4.0, 
Harrison 4.0, 


INTERCEPTIONS: Harrison 2, Dumas 
1, Lewis 1, Seau 1, Ruft 1, 


TEAM STATISTICS 


ae For rushing and passing, figure is average per game; for punt and 


! kickoff returns, figure is average per return; and for sacks and 


3-7: 4th | RUSHING turnovers, figure is season total. Figure in bold is conference-leading 
a Atts. Yds. Avg. TDs. total. 
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from 1996-1998 and led the NFL in ’98, has 1'/2 sacks McCardell. J Banks, Bal 271 148 546 1533 566 8 30 8 30 £687 
. ate : ag pet cCardell, Jac. 60 666 11.1 2 Stee : : ; ; ; 
cli = a in his past 19 games. Sinclair still is R, Smith, Den. 58 969 16:7 ? “reine i oe ; mye ws nee : “6 a ae 
O ’ t i cCaffrey, Den , 96a. ; : 
eal rae A Reed Scag Lon vee Sopp is eee fen Bruce, St.l. 56 1019 182 8 Batch, Det. 260 139 535 1545 594 8 31 9 35 672 
lla Meter EE ee orn, N.O. 51 677 133 6 Graham, Pit. 143 64 448 844 590 1 O07 0 00 663 
lineman who is playing with any speed and quickness, Gonzalez, K.C. 50 706 141 4 Smith, Cin. 222) 98) 44:1 ° 10569 476)2 12) O09) V'Syeaiey “52:3 
the two elements opponents game-plan to contain. The tng Fag te ore LE : . 
Chiefs came at Sinclair with the equivalent of a pass- Centers, Was. 46 368 80 2 
blocking picket fence. The tackle and guard would ‘atnongs ee ae Ee ie, INTERCEPTIONS PUNTING 
retreat at the snap and be joined by a running back or C. Carter, Min. 45 667 148 3 a ia No. Yds. Long TDs. = Presh , 
tight end to form a three-blocker line that held Sinclair F, Jones, S.D. 45 508 113 3 uchanan, Atl. 6 114 60 O o. Avg. Avg. Long 
: : Rice, S.F 45 503 11.2 5 Abraham, TB. 6 82 23 0 Smith, Ind. 32 47.3 36.6 64 
until QB Elvis Grbac had released his pass. The ploy x0 Schulz, Det. 6 39 19 O Bennett, S.D. 48 47.0 376 66 
neutralized Sinclair's quickness. —Clare Farnsworth KICKOFF RETURNS Buckley, Den. oS Me. Be Tupa, NYJ 42 46.9 34.7 70 
No. Yds. Avg. TDs Ambrose, Ati. 4 139 42 1 Gardocki, Cle 62 46.7 39.4 66 
Vaughn, Atl 20 617 309 2 Rolle, Ten. 4 124 8sit 1 Lechler, Oak. 39 46.2 38.1 69 
PASSING Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks Senate iat ee: saat eh Th en a ae singe 
Kina 209-129 61.7 1279 6B 8 12679. 24 «=| Williaa NY a as] 263 Sharper, 6.3. 4 36 29 0 TOTAL YARDS 
Huard 81 46 568 492 45 3 2 768 12 ates, Car. 19 495 261 1 Mimi om S a WF Tot. Rush Rec. 
Mitchell, Phi. 25 651 260 1 Mehauer tive: Fake ie ae - Faulk, StL. 1826. 77) 555 
PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. Bik. Stith, Jac. 18 467 259 0 Mek cel. a ae James, Ind. 1294 989 «305 
ee te ae 45 4 Feagles 48 1929 40.2 0 Tucker, Dal, a7 673 24.9 0 CUreen, oLL. 3.0 5 Lee N.O. i a oe 
exander oward, Det. : arner, S.F. 
Kitna 27 7729 0 | KORETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD. Rogers, Sea. 43 1060 247 0 SACKS Davis, Was. 1218 988 230 
Rogers ss 43.1060 24.7 0 Hossam, “i = 612 245 0 oe —_ EGecra, i. He: =e ee 
orne, St.L. 7 1134 24.1 1 Q ardage arin, 
Dawkins 36 436 121 1 | PUNTRETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD Dunn, Oak. 20 477 239 0 H, Douglas, Phi. 13.0 82.5 Bruce, StL. 1019 0 1019 
Jackson 34416122 3 | Rogers 20 282 141 0 Milburn, Chi. 39 930 238 0 L. Glover, NO, 120 81.0 Harrison, Ind. 1904 0 1004 
; . Jenkins, S.D. 35 832 238 1 strong, Mia: . . Smith, Den. 1 
Waters gi 202 83 teste geile NL bbe Thrash, Was. 28 664 237 0  Sapp,7B 10.5 73.0 Barber, NYG 974 621 353 
SY lc AITODS Ce Harris, Bal. 23 543 236 0 Jones, TB. 10.0 47.5 Watters, Sea. 964 714 250 
Lindell 8 8 7 «9 29 | INTERCEPTIONS: Bellamy 3, W. Mack, Cin. 25 589 236 0 Coleman, Was. 9.0 70.0 Smith, Min. 919 786 133 
— ————— " Williams 2, Simmons 2. Marion, Mia. 29° 513 232 0 Taylor, Mia. 9.0 50.5 Owens, S.F. 911 6 905 
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first time in 15 regular-season games the first time they took the field without injured running back Marshall Faulk. 
But perhaps not. Assuming his sore right knee doesn’t keep him out for a prolonged period of time, Faulk has a 


SUNDAY’S GAMES : THE 02 PACKAGE Perhaps it was just a coincidence that the Rams failed to score 30 points for the 


Bits 16, Patriots 13 : 

———_—_— ; ‘ . . ae 
Buffalo .....++.- e72S:2 Ws chance to finish with more than 1,000 yards rushing and 1,000 recelving for the in eee season. 
a eR: ast pc he thc ail Despite missing last week's game, Faulk still has 771 yards rushing and Sana ee le yi 
First Quarter Buf.—F6G, Christie 19, 13:41, 1 : inn i the NFU’s all-time top 10 in total yards from 
ecukd iat bLoHanenmeSies After only 6/2 seasons, Faulk already is closing in on 
from Flutie (Citi kick), 4:50. N.E.—FG, scrimmage: Total yards 
Vinatieri 48, 14:40. : 
Fourth Quarter N.E—Redmond 1 run Rushing Receiving batet pene 
(Vinatieri kick), 6:00. N.E.—FG, Vinatieri 43, Rank/Playe alyare SS cits) EGE ETT AS 
12:57. Bul-—FG, Christie 48, 14:56, 4 WalterPavton 21.264 16,726 4,938 112.0 (190) 
Overtime Buf.—f6G, Christie 32, 4:32. : A. Walter r a - - —<505 84.4 (232 

A—60,292 . Jerry Rice ar Ort \CUL 
. : > —~ Og ~ 40 04101 OF 440 a/157 
Buf. NE : 3. Barry Sanders — 16,91 =f = _~j/4 — FIG. (100) 
Rushes-Yards 31-141 34-89 4 14 : 2,5 £9.59 {cel} 
Passing 174 — 100 5 75 14,706 ). 769 106.6 (164) 
Punt Returns 3-14 5-64 7 one 
Kickoff Returns 4-22 5-79 : 6 
Interception Returns 2-1 0-0 Fj 
Comp-Att-Int 18-37-0 14-27-2 : 
Sacked-Yards Lost was a : : 
Punts i“ = : yes = . 490°¢ in F Vy, nO === 409 ~ ct 2 : . les 
Fumbles-Lost 2-1 10: = : 12,312 2.499 125.5 (118) a 
Penalties-Yards 7-73 «8-108: ~ 
Time of Possession 31:54 32:38 # 
RUSHING Buffalo, Bryson 13-60, Morris 10> | Marshall Faulk" 11,879 7,472 4,407 —-117.6 (101) s 
aio, “DU, a : - =i 

45, Flutie 5-23, Smith 3-13. New England, ‘Through games of November 5. 2 


Redmond 24-68, T. Carter 6-19, Faulk 2-2, 
Bledsoe 1-5, Brown 1-(minus 5). PASSING— 


Buffalo, Flutie 18-37-0-179. New England, : : : : Third Quarter NYG—T. 17 from 
: 6.1.80 Ri : 0-13. RECEIVING— Indianapolis, Harrison 6- :  INTERCEPTIONS—None. KICKOFF RETURNS—_—_: Titans 9, STEELERS 7 rd Quarter NYG—Toomer 17 pass 
Friesz 11-21-1-66, Bledsoe tr lomersmaG. : 42, Dilger 5-66, Green 5-45, James 4-49, : Baltimore, Harris 1-26. Cincinnati, Mack 4- oT 7. als (Daluiso kick), 9:41 
49 Morris 4-41 Moulds 4-29 P Price 3-36 Pathon 3-58, Pollard 3-42, Chicago, M. ; 107, Keaton 2-37. PUNT RETURNS— : Pittsburgh eAFees : Fourth Quarter NYG—Toomer 32 pass from 
McDaniel 1-24. New England, Redmond 5-19,  ; Robinson 8-90, Allen 5-37, Kennison 5-37, : — Baltimore, J. Lewis 2-28. Cincinnati, Yeast 3- : ‘Tennessee ...... 03 0 6 9 : Collins (Daluiso kick), 2:22. 
enn 3-25, Simi ; ' + Sinceno 2-21, Brooks 2-16, Wells 1-13, Booker : 43, SACKS—Baltimore, McCrary 1, Boulware: Ten.—FG, Del Greco 21 fa 
Brown 3-49, Glenn 3-25, Simmons 1-22, T. : ; : : Second Quarter : ' : A—72,718 
Carter 1-6 Faulk 1-(minus 5) MISSED FIELD : 1-11, White 1-2. MISSED FIELD GOAL : 1. Cincinnati, Hall 1. : 14:08. 3 NYG Cle. 
nae . 4 ms ah ge th eae a ane? ts : 7 Se Kavianas Gace, DoLPHins 23, Lions 8 : Fourth Quarter Ten 08. Oe Greco 31,2:11. : FirstDowns 24 ea t # 
, Irvin 1-1, -0. : My Pre : : = ; 4 * x 
RETURNS Buta, Watson 1-2, Cav 11.8. Chicago, Miibumn 2-80, Enis 1-11, PUNT ho Po yee = hich), 633. Ten-—FG, Del Greco 29,1456; Passing. S182 
Smith 1-0, Bryson t-(minus 1), New England, —  RETURNS—Chicago, Milburn 2-18, SACKS— ;D@UOIt  -»»++»+» sh :  A—68,498 : Punt Returns 3-30 1-12 
Bruschi 1-7. PUNT RETURNS— Buffalo, Watson : Chicago, Colvin 1, Daniels 1. : First Quarter Mia.—L. Smith 46 run (Mare Pit. Ten. : Kickoff Returns 2-41 5-91 
3-14. New England, Brown 5-64. SACKS— R 27.B 7 : kick), :21. Mia—L. Smith 8 run (Mare kick), = First Downs 10 21: InterceptionReturns —1-6 0-0 
Buffalo Cowart 1, Wiley 1, Rogers 1. New RAVENS £7, BENGALS f : 6:29. :  Rushes-Yards 20-74 40-148 : Comp-Att-int 19-31-0 17-29-1 
England, Thomas . : Baltimore ...... 321 0 3 27 +: Second Quarter Mia —FG, Mare 40, 4:08. : Passing 93 216 :  Sacked-Yards Lost 3-42 = 
: Cincinnati ...... 0070 7 : Third Quarter Mia—FG, Mare 38, 2:25. : Punt Returns 2-1 4-24 : Punts 3-45 6- 
Bears 27, Cotts 24 : ts Me : : Kickoff Ret 4-44 2-31. :_~—«*Fumbles-Lost 2-1 0-0 
——— : First Quarter Bal—FG, Stover 38, 12:32 :  Mia.—FG, Mare 41, 14:08. ;  ‘Kickoft Retums : 
indianapolis ...0 0 8 16 24: Rey Pe : Fourth Quarter Det.—J. Stewart 3 run : Interception Returns 1-0 1-2 : Penalties-Yards 3-28 4-55 
P a : Second Quarter Bal—Stokley 14 pass from : RAMS : :  Comp-Att-Int 7-29-1 20-31-1 : Time of Possession 36:40 23:20 
Chicago becsce 1010 7 0 27 : Dilfer (Stover kick), 53, Bal.—Sharpe 18 pass : (Morton pass from Case), 3:59. : Senhod.Vards Lost 2-19 111 : ; Sex at 
First Quarter Chi—Enis 11 run (Edinger kick), : — from Dilfer (Stover kick), 8:35. Bal.—Sharpe : A—77,813 : Punts 6-46 5-41 : busatahiec ten York t foepis a6 + Backes 
: Mia. Det. : : » Vay ' 
9:39. Chi—FG, Edinger 41, 14:58. ; 19 pass from Dilfer (Stover kick), 12:56. : First D 15 14 :  Fumbles-Lost 4-2 1-0 } 15-53, Collins 4-1, Comella 3-16, Toomer 1- 
Second Quarter Chi—M. Robinson 34 pass : Third Quarter Cin—Warrick 4 run (Rackers A iss yan , 37-189 22-99 + ~ Penalties-Yards 4-25 14-115 :  27,Hilliard 1-(minus 6). Cleveland, Prentice 
from Miller (Edinger kick), 10:48, Chi—F6G, : kick), 8:47. cored ards 104 ; 54 : Time of Possession 20:30 39:30 : 185 wie 5-12, Paceracn2-44. core 
Edinger 37, 15:00. : Fourth Quarter Bal —FG, Stover 32, 6:02. : — New York, Collins 19-31-0-257. Cleveland, 
thir Quarter Chi—W. Harris 35 interception A—54,759 ; Punt Returns oo 215 i POOR as tener ge ly Pederson 17-29-1-176. RECEIVING—New 
return (Edinger kick), 1:18. Ind—James 1run Bal ce, | Nexotnenmms 16 BSNS en TT Prnesen & Geone ad, _ Xork, Toomer 6-100, Comelta 5-58, Hilliard 3- 
(Pollard pass from Manning), 9:00 See 19° oa Interception Returns =: 1-15 0-0 : ga as Aas eps ees : Corge o4- : 60, Barber 2-15, Davis 1-13, Jurevicius 1-10, 
P iliscnte : — First Downs : Comp-Att-int 13-18-0 15-27-1 ; 98, McNair 5-50, Thomas 1-0. PASSING— : Campbell 1-1. Cleveland, Johnson 5-76, Shea 
Fourth Quarter Ind—FG, Vanderjagt 19, 4:27. : Rushes-Yards 31-142 27-44 :  Sacked-Yards Lost 1-8 4-15 : Pittsburgh, Stewart 7-22-1-112. Tennessee, : 4-97. Northcutt 3-34, White 2-27, Prentice 2-3, 
Ind.—James 21 pass from Manning (run : Passing 236 130 : Punts 5-41 6-39 : McNair 20-31-1-227, RECEIVING—Pittsburgh, =: Efawdrds 1-9. MISSED FIELD GOAL 
failed), 8:21. Ind.—Pathon 19 pass from : Punt Returns 2-28 3-43 > Fumbles-Lost 1-0 9-2 :  Bruener 1-30, Burress 1-25, Geason 1-22, > ATTEMPTS— None. INTERCEPTIONS— New 
Manning (Vanderjagt kick), 13:24. : Kickoff Returns 1-26 6-144 :  Penalties-Yards 7-62 5-40 ; Bettis 1-12, Kreider 1-8, Shaw 1-8,Ward 1-7.  : York, McDaniel 1-6. KICKOFF RETURNS—New 
A—66,944 : Interception Returns —0-0 0-0 : TimeofPossession 33:45 26:15  ;  Jennessee, Mason 8-92, Wycheck 5-38, : York: Levingston 2-41. Cleveland, White 4-73, 
Ind. Chi, : Comp-Att-Int 23-34-0 15-27-0 a aed tO ae ELS Coat arreNeTs. ; Bumett 1-18. PUNT RETURNS— New York, 
First Downs 20 20 :  Sacked-Yards Lost 1-8 2-7 :  RUSHING— Miami. L. Smith 24-125, Fiedler 8- : stl c D oo 24 remmeotena : Barber 3-30. Cleveland, Northcutt 1-12. 
Rushes-Yards 20-90 35-143 =: Punts 6-41 843 = 45 Konrad 9-9.T Thomas 1-12,Sheoherd 1-1. i  Piteboroh Porter 1.0. Ter :  SACKS— New York, Strahan 2, Griffin 1, K. 
Passin 281 227 +: Fumbles-Lost 0-0 2-1  : 42, Konrad 3-9, 1. Thomas 1-12, Shepherd 1-1. ; Pittsburgh, Porter 1-0. Tennessee, Rolle 1-2. = Hamitton 1. Cleveland, Rainer 1, J. Miller 1, K. 
g : _Penalties-Yards 6-50 6-40 : Detroit, J, Stewart 18-71, Batch 2-6, Foster1- =: KICKOFF RETURNS—Pittsburgh, Edwards 2- > McKenzie 1. 
Punt Returns 0-0 2-18 eet Possession 33-13 »«-26:47 -«;-~=«1S: Morton 1-6. PASSING—Miami, Fiedler 13- = 40, Poteat 1-23, Tuman 1-(minus 1). 
Kickoff Returns S104 6263610 | Re uso . :  18-0-112. Detroit, Batch 8-16-0-95,Case7-  : Tennessee, Mason 2-31. PUNT RETURNS— : Eacies 16, Cowsoys 13 
Interception Returns 0-0 1-35 : InDIvipuAL STarisTics >  11-1-74, RECEIVING—Miami, Gadsden 4-41, =: Pittsburgh, Hawkins 1-1, Poteat 1-0. : ——————— 
Comp-Att-Int 26-39-1 25-36-0 = RUSHING—Ballimore, Ja. Lewis 22-109, Dilfer : L Smith 4-17, Konrad 2-10, Weaver 1-33, : Tennessee, Mason 4-24. SACKS—Pittsburgh, ; Dallas............. 97330 18 
Sacked-Yards Lost 2-21 0-0 : 5-6, ichse ab, cohen ig. Cocos, : seer A ea a4 Detrot Moore :  Gildon 1. Tennessee, Favors 1, Godfrey ‘4, : Philadelphia ...0 0 O13 3 16 
Punts 4-39 3-37 : iilon 16-23, Smith 5-8, Keaton 2-9, Benne : -45, Sloan 3-64, Foster 2-30, J. Stewart 2- * Robinson 4. : £7 7 
Fumbles-Lost 1-1 0-0 : 2-7, Warrick 2-(minus 3). PASSING— : 11, Bates 2-8, Morton 1-8, Schlesinger 1-3. : G 94. B 3 uae Dal.—E. Smith 7 run (Seder 
Penalties-Yards 7-81 8-58  : Baltimore, Dilfer 23-34-0-244, Cincinnati, : MISSED FIELD GOAL ATTEMPTS— None. GIANTS £4, BROWNS o Sigel tates a. 56: Rader dh 400 
Time of Possession 24:37 35:23 > Smith 15-27-0-137. RECEIVING—Baltimore, :  INTERCEPTIONS— Miami, Denson 1-15. > MY. Giants ...... 010 7 7 4: ird Quarter al.— , Seder 48, 13:02. 
: Sharpe 7-66, Ismail 4-42, J. Lewis 4-25, Ja. : KICKOFF RETURNS— Miami, Denson 1-56. : Cleveland 3000 3 > Fourth Quarter Phi—FG, Akers 34, 2:00. 
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS Lewis 3-70, Johnson 2-24, Stokley1-14,Gash : Detroit, Fair 5-118. PUNTRETURNS—Miami, — CVEIANG «..+4 :  Phi—Autry 23 pass from McNabb (Akers 
RUSHING— Indianapolis, cao 17-68, : 1-3, Holmes 1-0. Cincinnati, Bennett 4-19, : Ogden 3-45, Detroit, Fair 2-15. SACKS— : First Quarter Cle—FG,P Dawson 19,13:15. +: kick), 7:22. Dal—FG, Seder 27, 13:09. Phi — 
vg be Spy Magen ati ip a pate eb hare any ; Miami, Taylor 2, Gardener 14,Armstrong %. ‘Second Quarter NYG—FG, Daluiso 39,3:41. ;FG,Akers 34, 14:49, 
‘ ianapolis. Manni et = 01, UINON I<9, ~J. : > NY li ass from Collins (Daluiso i 2, 7:55. 
PASSING— Indianapolis, Manning 26-39-1- MISSED FIELD GOAL ATTEMPTS—None. i a 28 pass Collins (Daluis : sree ta FG, Akers 32, 7:55 


302. Chicago, Miller 24-35-0-214, Aguiar 1-1- 


NFC TSN SCOREBOARD 


eek1 Week2 Week3 Week4 Week5 Week6 Week7 Week8 WeekS Week10 NFC EAST W LTPct. PF PA Div. Week 11 Week 12 Week 13 Week 14 Week15 Week16 Week 17 


7 20 778 168115 4-1-0 6-1-0 
6 40 600 204 147 3-3-0 6-4-0 atPit 


W-PH| W-atCle New York 
L-atNYG W-DAL Philadelphia 


L-WAS _L-atTen W-atAtl W-DAL_ x 
W-atNO  W-ATL_ L-WAS _W-at Ari_W-CHI 


W-ARI 
W-at Dal L-NYG 


W-at Phi_ W-at Chi 
L-at GB 


ARI atWas_ TEN at Cle X CIN 


W-CAR  L-atDet L-DAL* W-atNYG W-TB  W-atPhi W-BAL W-atJac L-TEN* L-atAri Washington 6 40 600185158 2-2-0 4-3-0 
L-atNYG W-DAL x L-GB L-atSF W-CLE  L-PHI  L-atDal L-NO  W-WAS Arizona 3 60 333 147 246 2-3-0 2-6-0 atMin atPhi NYG at Cin at Jac BAL at Was 
L-PH| L-atAri W-at Was*L-SF W-at Car x L-atNYG W-ARI  L-JAC  L-atPhi Dallas 3 60 333 204 213 2-4-0 3-5-0 CIN atBal MIN§ at TB WAS | NYG at Ten* 


NFC CENTRAL 


0 875 197178 4-1-0 4-1-0 ARI 


W-CHI| W-MIA  We-atNE x W-at Det W-TB* W-atChi W-BUF L-atTB atGB* Minnesota 7 1 
W-atNO W-WAS L-TB W-at Chi L-MIN  W-GB L-atInd L-MIA __ Detroit 5 40 556 169 187 3-2-0 5-2-0 ATL 
W-atNE W-CHI W-atDet L-NYJ __L-atWas L-at Min* x L-DETt W-MIN W-atAtl Tampa Ba 5 40 556 232 152 3-2-0 4-3-0 GB atChi _ BUF DAL atMia_ _‘STL* at GB 
L-NYJ _L-atBuf W-PHI W-atAri L-CHI L-atDet W-SF x L-at Mia MIN* Green Ba 3 5 0 .375 168 167 0-2-0 3-2-0 atTB IND atCar* _at Chi DET atMin TB 
L-atMin L-atTB L-NYG  L-DET W-atGB L-NO L-MIN _L-atPhi_ x W-IND _ Chicago 2 70 .222 137 226 1-4-0 1-7-0 atBuf TB atNYJ GB NE at SF at Det 
- NFC WEST 
W-DEN* W-atSea W-SF W-atAtl W-SD x W-ATL L-atKC W-atSF L-CAR _ St.Louis 7 20 778 354 279 4-1-0 4-1-0 atNYG WAS* NO at Car MIN atTB* _atNO 
L-DET W-atSD L-atSea_L-PHI x W-at Chi W-CAR W-atAtl W-at Ari W-SF New Orleans 6 30 667 183142 3-0-0 5-2-0 atCar OAK atStL DEN at SF ATL STL 
L-atWas W-atSF L-ATL x L-DAL W-SEA_ L-atNO W-SF _ L-atAtl W-atStl Carolina 4 5 0 444 183 153 3-3-0 3-5-0 NO atMin _GB* STL at KC SD at Oak 
W-SF _L-atDen W-atCar L-STL L-atPhi L-NYG L-atStL L-NO W-CAR_L-TB Atlanta 3 7.0 300 176 277 3-3-0 3-6-0 atDet atSF atOak SEA x at NO KC 
L-at Atl L-CAR L-atStL W-atDal W-ARI L-OAK  L-atGB L-atCar L-STL_ L-atNO SanFrancisco 2 8 0 .200 253 323 0-6-0 2-7-0 KC ATL x at SD NO CHI at De 
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Dal, Phi. 
First Downs 16 23 
Rushes-Yards 46-204 31-129 
Passing 91 228 
Punt Returns 3-37 1-2 
Kickoff Returns 2-70 3-71 
interception Returns 2-13 1-0 
Comp-Att-int 14-22-1 23-42-2 
Sacked-Yards Lost 3-18 0-0 
Punts 5-36 6-44 
Fumbles-Lost 3-1 1-0 
Penalties-Yards 12-97 = 7-91 


Time of Possession 34:50 33:05 


InDIvinuaL Stransncs 
RUSHING— Dallas, E. Smith 26-134, Warren 
10-48, Cunningham 9-22, Thomas 1-0. 
Philadelphia, Autry 19-65, McNabb 5-58, 
Pritchett 3-8, C. Martin 2-2, Lee 1-2, C. 
Johnson 1-(minus 6). PASSING— Dallas, 
Cunningham 14-22-1-109. Philadelphia, 
McNabb 23-41-2-228, Mitchell 0-1-0-0. 
RECEIVING— Dallas, McGarity 3-19, Warren 3- 
14, Thomas 3-14, McKnight 2-41, Harris 2-6, 
E. Smith 1-15, Philadelphia, C. Martin 6-40, 
Pritchett 5-40, Autry 3-57, C. Johnson 3-34, 
Lewis 3-23, Mitchell 2-19, Small 1-15. 
MISSED FIELD GOAL ATTEMPTS— Philadelphia, 
Akers 40. INTERCEPTIONS— Dallas, Woodson 
1-12, Wortham 1-1. Philadelphia, Dawkins 1-0. 
KICKOFF RETURNS— Dallas, Tucker 2-70. 
Philadelphia, Mitchell 3-71. PUNT RETURNS— 
Dallas, McGarity 3-37. Philadelphia, Mitchell 1- 
2. SACKS—Philadelphia, Whiting 2, H. 
Douglas 1. 


SAINTS 31, 49ERs 15 
San Francisco...0 0 7 8 15 
New Orleans ...7 21 3 0 31 


First Quarter N.O.—A. Glover 1 pass from 
Blake (Brien kick), 8:31, 

Second Quarter N.O.—Jackson 4 pass from 
Blake (Brien kick), 1:19. N.0.—Horn 43 pass 
from Blake (Brien kick), 10:26. N.0.—RA, 
Williams 1 run (Brien kick), 14:51. 

Third Quarter N.O.—FG, Brien 44, 2:59. 
S.-—Garner 1 run (Richey kick), 7:08. 
Fourth Quarter S.F—Jackson 11 pass from 
Garcia (Jackson run), 14:13. 


A—64,900 

S.F. N.O, 
First Downs 19 25 
Rushes-Yards 20-84 39-124 
Passing 262 236 
Punt Returns 1-1 1-6 
Kickoff Returns 5-131 1-16 
Interception Returns 0-0 2-0 
Comp-Att-Int 22-36-2 20-26-0 
Sacked-Yards Lost 0-0 4-39 
Punts 3-39 3-46 
Fumbles-Lost 1-0 0-0 
Penalties-Yards 14-97 10-54 


Time of Possession 23:10 36:50 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING— San Francisco, Garner 13-49, 
Garcia 4-24, Beasley 2-11, Jackson 1-0. New 
Orleans, R. Williams 27-81, Blake 6-23, T. 
Smith 2-6, Brooks 2-(minus 2), Horn 1-13, 
Morton 1-3. PASSING— San Francisco, Garcia 
22-36-2-262. New Orleans, Blake 20-26-0- 
275, RECEIVING—San Francisco, Owens 6- 
97, Clark 4-53, Stokes 4-51, Rice 3-28, 
Jackson 3-20, Streets 1-7, Garner 1-6. New 
Orleans, Horn 9-167, Jackson 4-34, A. Glover 
3-37, R. Williams 2-17, Morton 1-14, Hall 1-6. 
MISSED FIELD GOAL ATTEMPTS— San 
Francisco, Richey 34. INTERCEPTIONS— New 
Orleans, Knight 1-0, Weary 1-0. KICKOFF 
RETURNS— San Francisco, Streets 4-98, K. 
Williams 1-33. New Orleans, Morton 1-16. 
PUNT RETURNS— San Francisco, K. Williams 1- 
1. New Orleans, Morton 1-6. SACKS—San 
Francisco, Peterson 2, B. Young 2. 


BUCCANEERS 27, FALCONS 14 
Tampa Bay ...... 1-2 3 27 
Atlanta ......... ne FF 14 


First Quarter T.B.—Moore 1 pass from King 


(Gramatica kick), 7:32. 

Second Quarter T.8.—K. Johnson 5 pass from 
King (Gramatica kick), 10:01. 

Third Quarter Atl—Mathis 19 pass from 
Kanell (Andersen Kick), 7:55. T.B.—FG, 
Gramatica 51, 14:15. 

Fourth Quarter T.8.—K. Johnson 29 pass 
from King (Gramatica kick), 7:01. T.8.—F6, 
Gramatica 34, 10:33. At.—Mathis 16 pass 
from Kanell (Andersen kick), 14:57. 


A—70,097 

T.B. Atl. 
First Downs 15 22 
Rushes-Yards 36-126 15-59 
Passing 141 224 
Punt Returns 1-12 4-33 
Kickoff Returns 2-32 5-59 
interception Returns 4-44 1-60 
Comp-Att-int 12-26-1 30-50-4 
Sacked-Yards Lost 2-5 4-23 
Punts 4-48 §-35 
Fumbles-Lost 1-1 0-0 
Penalties-Yards 4-43 5-25 


Time of Possession 30:15 29:45 


InpivipuaL StTamstics 
AUSHING— Tampa Bay, Dunn 18-77, Alstott 
10-20, King 3-19, Green 2-11, Stecker 2-1, 
Hamilton 1-(minus 2), Atlanta, Anderson 15-59. 
PASSING— Tampa Bay, King 11-25-1-110, 
Royals 1-1-0-36. Atlanta, Kanell 26-43-2-218, 
Chandler 4-7-2-29. RECEIVING— Tampa Bay, 
K. Johnson 3-47, Green 2-44, Moore 2-11, 
Dunn 2-(minus 1), Robinson 1-36, Hape 1-5, 
Alstott 1-4, Atlanta, Anderson 9-48, Mathis 6- 
65, Jefferson 6-55, Christian 4-24, Dwight 3- 
41, R. Kelly 2-14. MISSED FIELD GOAL 
ATTEMPTS— None. INTERCEPTIONS— Tampa 
Bay, Abraham 2-45, Robinson 1-0, Duncan 1- 
(minus 1). Atlanta, Buchanan 1-60, KICKOFF 
RETURNS— Tampa Bay, Stecker 2-32. Atlanta, 
Dwight 3-39, Kozlowski 1-12, Vaughn 1-8. 
PUNT RETURNS— Tampa Bay, Williams 1-12. 
Atlanta, Dwight 4-33. SACKS— Tampa Bay, 
Cannida 1%, McFarland 1, White 1, Lynch 2. 
Atlanta, Wiley 1, Draft 1. 


CARDINALS 16, REDSKINS 15 
Washington ...3 9 3 0 15 
Arizona ......... 10 0 6 O 16 


First Quarter Ariz_—Williams 103 fumble 

return (Blanchard kick), 4:22. Ariz—FG, 

Blanchard 30, 7:32. Was.—FG, Heppner 35, 

11:42. 

Second Quarter Was.—Davis 1 run ( conver- 

sion failed), 6:17. Was.—FG, Heppner 28, 

13:08. 

Third Quarter Ariz.—Pittman 7 run (sack), 

1:16. Was.—FG, Heppner 29, 10:17. 
A—52,244 


Was. Ariz. 
First Downs 27 11 
Rushes-Yards 37-164 24-45 
Passing 267 133 
Punts 0-0 3-46 
Kickoff Returns 4-84 5-183 


Interception Returns 1-32 2-26 


Comp-Att-int 20-39-2 12-19-1 
Sacked-Yards Lost 1-9 1-13 
Punt Returns 2-0 0-0 
Fumbles-Lost 1-1 2-1 
Penalties-Yards 8-59 8-65 


Time of Possession 37:26 22:34 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING— Washington, Davis 30-124, Hicks 
6-25, Thrash 1-15. Arizona, Pittman 15-30, 
Jones 4-16, Plummer 4-0, Makovicka 1- 
(minus 1). PASSING— Washington, George 20- 
39-2-276. Arizona, Plummer 12-19-1-146. 
RECEIVING— Washington, Thrash 6-102, 
Alexander 5-53, Centers 4-33, Davis 2-62, 
Fryar 2-15, Connell 1-11. Arizona, Boston 3- 
57, Pittman 3-28, Mitchell 2-9, Jenkins 1-34, 
Sanders 1-9, Jones 1-5, Hardy 1-4. MISSED 
FIELD GOAL ATTEMPTS— Washington, Heppner 
51, 33. Arizona, Blanchard 56. 
INTERCEPTIONS— Washington, Sanders 1-32. 
Arizona, Williams 1-26, Walz 1-0. KICKOFF 


RETURNS— Washington, Thrash 4-84. Arizona, 
Jenkins 5-183. PUNT RETURNS— Washington, 
Sanders 1-0, Thrash 1-0. SACKS— 
Washington, Lang 1. Arizona, Issa 1. 


Broncos 30, Jets 23 
Denver ......... 1010 3 7 30 


N.Y. Jets ....+000 01010 3 23 


First Quarter Den.—McCaffrey 1 pass from 
Griese (Elam kick), 10:42. Den.—FG, Elam 31, 
13:36. 

Second Quarter Den.—Davis 4 run (Elam 
kick), 9:27. NYJ—Martin 1 run (Hall kick), 
11:55. Den, —FG, Elam 41, 13:47. NYJ—FG, 
Hall 45, 14:51. 

Third Quarter NYJ—Becht 1 pass from 
Testaverde (Hall kick), 4:56. NYJ—FG, Hall 26, 
9:36. Den.—FG, Elam 23, 15:00. 

Fourth Quarter Den.—WicCaffrey 47 pass 
from Griese (Elam kick), 6:00, NYJ—FG, Hall 
28, 10:15. 


A—78,305 

Den. NYJ 
First Downs 23 22 
Rushes-Yards 39-130 17-88 
Passing 317 293 
Punt Returns 1-15 1-0 
Kickoff Returns 4-73 7-124 
Interception Returns 2-0 1-0 
Comp-Att-int 22-35-1 21-42-2 
Sacked-Yards Lost 1-10 0-0 
Punts 3-30 2-61 
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 1-1 
Penalties-Yards 6-57 2-10 


Time of Possession 36:47 23:13 


InDivinouaL Stramstics 
RUSHING— Denver, Davis 33-115, Griese 5-12, 
Anderson 1-3. New York, Martin 14-71, R. 
Anderson 1-9, Coles 1-8, Testaverde 1-0. 
PASSING— Denver, Griese 22-35-1-327. New 
York, Testaverde 21-42-2-293. RECEIVING— 
Denver, McCaffrey 6-96, R. Smith 5-134, 
Carswell 4-31, Clark 2-28, Davis 2-4, 
Chamberlain 1-21, McGriff 1-8, Brooks 1-5. 
New York, Martin 6-68, Chrebet 5-82, Ward 4- 
61, Becht 3-41, R. Anderson 2-10, Coles 1-31. 
MISSED FIELD GOAL ATTEMPTS— None. 
INTERCEPTIONS— Denver, E. Brown 1-0, 
Kennedy 1-0. New York, Farrior 1-0. KICKOFF 
RETURNS— Denver, O'Neal 4-73. New York, 
Stone 5-97, Baxter 1-15, Wiggins 1-12. PUNT 
RETURNS— Denver, O'Neal 1-15. New York, 
Ward 1-0. SACKS— New York, Lewis 1. 


SEAHAWKS 17, CHARGERS 15 


San Diego ...... O39 3 15 
SOM cccisevae 014 0 3 17 


Second Quarter Sea.—Dawkins 10 pass from 
Kitna (Lindell kick), 2:03. Sea—Fauria 10 pass 
from Kitna (Lindell kick), 6:26. S.0.—FG, 
Carney 19, 15:00. 

Third Quarter S.D.—FG, Carney 41, 5:49. 
$.D.—Conway 10 pass from Harbaugh (run 
failed), 10:48, 

Fourth Quarter S.D.—FG, Carney 28, 9:24. 
Sea.—FG, Lindell 48, 15:00. 


A—59,884 
S.D. Sea. 
First Downs 22 9 
Rushes-Yards 33-116 25-50 
Passing 282 78 
Punt Returns 3-2 0-0 
Kickoff Returns 3-32 4-128 


Interception Returns 1-3 1-8 


Comp-Att-Int 26-37-1 11-19-1 
Sacked-Yards Lost 1-1 1-7 
Punts 2-28 6-34 
Fumbles-Lost 3-2 0-0 
Penalties-Yards 9-53 5-34 
Time of Possession 39:51 20:09 


INDIVIDUAL SrTaTisTIcs 
RUSHING— San Diego, Fazande 22-74, 
Harbaugh 6-16, Fletcher 4-13, Conway 1-13. 
Seattle, Watters 21-55, Alexander 4-(minus 5). 
PASSING— San Diego, Harbaugh 22-32-1-236, 
Moreno 4-5-0-47. Seattle, Kitna 11-19-1-85. 


RECEIVING— San Diego, F. Jones 5-86, J. 
Graham 5-67, Fletcher 5-40, Fazande 5-37, 
Conway 3-30, McCrary 2-12, R. Jones 1-11. 
Seattle, Watters 4-20, Dawkins 3-26, Jackson 
2-27, Fauria 1-10, Mayes 1-2. MISSED FELD 
GOAL ATTEMPTS— San Diego, Carney 51. 
INTERCEPTIONS— San Diego, Harrison 1-0. 
Seattle, Simmons 1-8. KICKOFF RETURNS— 
San Diego, R. Jenkins 3-32. Seattle, Rogers 3- 
94, Joseph 1-34. PUNT RETURNS— San Diego, 
Dumas 1-1, Jacquet 1-1, R. Jones 1-0. 
SACKS— San Diego, Seau 1. Seattle, Bellamy 1. 


Raipers 49, Cuiers 31 
Kansas City...... 010 714 31 
Oakland ...... 1414 714 49 
First Quarter Oak.—Rison 10 pass from 
Gannon (Lechler kick), 5:23. Oak —Crockett 1 
run (Lechler kick), 13:57. 

Second Quarter K.C_—Richardson 1 run 
(Peterson kick), 1:13. Oak.—Rison 6 pass from 
Gannon (Lechler kick), 7:20. Oak.—Wheatley 1 
run (Lechler Kick), 11:39. K.C.—FG, Peterson 
28, 14:33. 

Third Quarter Oak.—Dudley 20 pass from 
Gannon (Lechler kick), 10:11. K.C.—Alexander 
9 pass from Grbac (Peterson kick), 13:53. 
Fourth Quarter K.C.—Alexander 48 pass from 
Grbac (Peterson kick), 6:41. Oak —Dudley 2 
pass from Gannon (Lechler kick), 11:07. 
K.C.—Grbac 3 run (Peterson kick), 13:13. 
Oak.—Jordan 43 run (Lechier kick), 13:23. 


A—62,428 
K.C, Oak. 
First Downs 31 31 
Rushes-Yards 9-39 42-231 
Passing 474 242 
Punt Returns 0-0 3-38 
Kickoff Returns 7-148 5-137 


interception Returns 0-0 2-47 


Comp-Att-int 39-53-2 20-31-0 
Sacked-Yards Lost 4-30 0-0 
Punts 3-56 3-44 
Fumbles-Lost 1-1 0-0 
Penalties-Yards 9-80 9-81 


Time of Possession 21:31 38:29 


inpmwvinua. Srarisncs 
RUSHING— Kansas City, Richardson 3-18, 
Bennett 3-(minus 2), Anders 2-20, Grbac 1-3. 
Oakland, Wheatley 20-112, Kaufman 11-32, 
Gannon 5-33, Jordan 3-46, Crockett 2-1, 
Brown 1-7, PASSING— Kansas City, Grbac 39- 
53-2-504, Oakland, Gannon 20-31-0-242. 
RECEIVING— Kansas City, Alexander 9-139, 
Gonzalez 9-134, Lockett 7-57, Richardson 7- 
51, Morris 6-102, Drayton 1-21. Oakland, 
Brown 5-74, Dudley 4-56, Jordan 3-37, Ritchie 
3-25, Crockett 2-28, Rison 2-16, Jett 1-6. 
MISSED FIELD GOAL ATTEMPTS— Oakland, 
Lechler 33. INTERCEPTIONS— Oakland, Taves 
1-24, Woodson 1-23. KICKOFF RETURNS— 
Kansas City, L. Parker 5-90, Cloud 2-58, 
Oakland, Dunn 4-113, Branch 1-24. PUNT 
RETURNS— Oakland, Gordon 3-38. SACKS— 
Oakland, Coleman 2, Russell 14, Bryant 4. 


PANTHERS 27, Rams 24 


Carolina ......... 6 7 311 27 
St. Louis ......... 73140 24 


First Quarter Car—FG, Nedney 35, 4:01. 
St.L.—Hakim 14 pass from Green 
(Stoyanovich kick), 10:35. Car—FG, Nedney 
45, 14:49. 
Second Quarter St—FG, Stoyanovich 28, 
4:22. Car—Crawtord 16 pass from Beuerlein 
(Nedney kick), 9:05. 
Third Quarter Car—fG, Nedney 24, 5:07. 
St.L.—Bruce 4 pass from Green (Stoyanovich 
kick), 9:41. St.L—Watson 3 run (Stoyanovich 
kick), 12:34, 
Fourth Quarter Car—Hayes 13 pass from 
Beuerlein (Beuerlein run), 4:17. Car—FG, 
Nedney 46, 14:20. 
A—66,048 

Car. StL. 

First Downs 18 20 


Rushes-Yards 24-90 16-31 
Passing 178 395 
Punt Returns 1-9 1-14 
Kickoff Returns 4-89 6-110 
Interception Returns 0-0 1-0 
Comp-Att-int 15-25-1 29-42-0 
Sacked-Yards Lost 5-36 5-36 
Punts 2-44 2-31 
Fumbles-Lost 1-1 3-2 
Penalties-Yards 5-40 7-52 


Time of Possession 28:35 31:25 


IinpirvipuaL STamistrics 
RUSHING— Carolina, Biakabutuka 19-77, 
Beuerlein 3-4, Floyd 2-9, St. Louis, Watson 12- 
12, Green 2-12, Hakim 2-7. PASSING— 
Carolina, Beverlein 15-25-1-214. St. Louis, 
Green 29-42-0-431. RECEIVING— Carolina, 
Muhammad 6-83, Hayes 3-62, Byrd 2-23, 
Crawford 1-16, Hankton 1-14, Floyd 1-10, 
Biakabutuka 1-6. St. Louis, Hakim 8-147, 
Bruce 7-69, Holt 4-130, Watson 4-27, Proehl 
3-38, Conwell 2-18, Hodgins 1-2. MISSED 
FIELD GOAL ATTEMPTS— St. Louis, 
Stoyanovich 50, 37. INTERCEPTIONS— St. 
Louis, McCleon 1-0. KICKOFF RETURNS— 
Carolina, Bates 3-64, Byrd 1-25. St. Louis, 
Horne 6-110. PUNT RETURNS— Carolina, 
Uwaezuoke 1-9. St. Louis, Hakim 1-14, 
SACKS— Carolina, White 2, Morabito 1, J. 
Williams 1, Gilbert 1. St. Louis, Wistrom 1, 
McCleon 1, Agnew 1, Little 1, Moran 1. 


VIONDAY’'S GAME 


TivaNs 27, REDSKINS 21 


Tennessee ...... 020 0 7 27 
Washington ...7 0 7 7 21 
First Quarter Was.—Sellers 5 pass from B. 
Johnson (Heppner kick), 10:02. 
Second Quarter Ten.—fG, Del Greco 46, 
1:53. Ten—Mason 69 punt return (Del Greco 
kick), 3:48. Ten —FG, Del Greco 21, 14:02. 
Ten.—Rolle 81 interception return (Del Greco 
kick), 15:00. 
Third Quarter Was.—Davis 1 run (Heppner 
kick), 14:03. 
Fourth Quarter Ten.—Wycheck 18 pass from 
McNair (Del Greco kick), 4:48. Was.—Centers 
3 pass from B. Johnson (Heppner Kick), 8:18. 
A—83,472 


Ten. Was. 
First Downs 13 21 
Rushes-Yards 27-96 24-90 
Passing 93 176 
Punt Returns 1-69 0-0 
Kickoff Returns 4-96 5-117 


Interception Returns 3-81 0-0 


Comp-Att-Int 14-18-0 21-40-3 
Sacked-Yards Lost 1-3 3-26 
Punts 5-35 3-37 
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 0-0 
Penalties-Yards 10-56 7-62 


Time of Possession 29:19 30:41 


INDIVIDUAL STaTISTICS 
RUSHING— Tennessee, E. George 22-71, 
McNair 3-16, Thomas 2-9. Washington, Davis 
21-62, B. Johnson 1-13, Barnhardt 1-17, 
Centers 1-4. PASSING— Tennessee, McNair 
14-18-0-96. Washington, B. Johnson 21-40-3- 
202. RECEIVING— Tennessee, E. George 5-42, 
Wycheck 5-28, Mason 2-12, Sanders 1-12, 
Thomas 1-2. Washington, Centers 6-39, 
Alexander 4-38, Fryar 3-55, Thrash 3-20, 
Connell 2-33, Reed 1-10, Sellers 1-5, Davis 1- 
2. MISSED FIELD GOAL ATTEMPTS— None. 
INTERCEPTIONS— Tennessee, Rolle 2-81, 
Sidney 1-0. KICKOFF RETURNS— Tennessee, 
Mason 3-80, Thornton 1-16. Washington, 
Thrash 5-117. PUNT RETURNS— Tennessee, 
Mason 1-69. SACKS— Tennessee, Robinson 1, 
Smith 1, Thornton 1. Washington, Arrington 1. 


Statistics provided by STATS Inc. 
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e explore that 
and three other 
alternative-reality 
possibilities 


t's often said the NHL 
landscape would have been 
far different had Eric Lindros 
made other choices at the 
beginning of his pro career. 

As an 18-year-old, Lindros held 
out after Quebec chose him first 
overall in the 1991 draft, forcing 
perhaps the biggest deal in league 
history: The Flyers traded seven 
players, two first-round draft picks 
and $15 million to the Nordiques to 
obtain him. 

The drama was fraught with 
interesting story lines. In fact, Lindros 
appeared to have been traded to the Flyers, 
but then the Rangers claimed they had also 
worked out a deal. An arbitrator was called in to 
settle the dispute and sided with the Flyers. ‘ 7 

But what would the NHL look like if events had , %: 
transpired differently? The league’s balance of power Ns 
might have changed significantly. Maybe Quebec wouldn't “SS 
have moved or won a Stanley Cup in Colorado in 1995. Or ; 
maybe the championship comes earlier. 

THE SPORTING NEWS explored the possibilities and presents four 
alternative scenarios to consider for the 1992-93 season, which in 
real life was Lindros’ first. 

We predict what would have happened if: 

@ The arbitrator had sent Lindros to the Rangers, not the Flyers. 

@ Lindros had reported to the Nordiques after being drafted. 

@ A rumored deal between Chicago and Quebec hadn’t fallen 
through. 

@ ‘The Flyers didn’t have Lindros. 

We also project what each team’s lineup would look like in these 
scenarios. 

It’s all just one of the ways we can help you See a Different Game. ee PE = 


Photo illustrations by JACK KRUYNE/TSN. 
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REALITY TIME LINE 


6/22/91: Lindros © 6/20/92: 6/30/92: Arbitrator Bertuzzi rules for 10/6/92: 11/13/92: 11/22/92: 1/3/93: 1/10/93: 4/15/93: 4/25/93: 4/28/83: Nordiques 6/9/93: 
selected first Lindros _‘- Flyers; Nordiques get Ron Hextall, Lindros’ Keenan Lindros Neilson Lindros Seasonends. § Blackhawks loseseven-game Canadiens 
overall by traded to Steve Duchesne, Mike Ricci, Kerry firstgame firedby injures firedby injures Flyers miss sweptin Adams semifinal — win 
Nordiques; refuses Rangers Huffman, Peter Forsberg, Chris Simon, — with Black- knee; Rangers, knee; playoffs; Dineen Norris series to Stanley 

to report, holds out and two draft picks (Jocelyn Thibault and —— Flyers. hawks. out nine out12 fired. Rangers semifinals Canadiens (three = Cup. 

for entire season. Flyers. Nolan Baumgartner) and $15 million. games, games.  missplayoffs.  byBlues. games reach 07). 
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By Evan A. Denbaum 


e date will forever be remem- 
bered as the beginning of a new 
era in the NHL. On June 30, 
1992, arbitrator Larry Bertuzzi 
ruled that Eric Lindros would play for 
the New York Rangers. Bertuzzi had 
been called in after the Rangers and 
Flyers claimed they both had worked 
out trades with the Nordiques for 
Lindros. 

So just like that, right wingers Alexei 
Kovalev and Tony Amonte, center 
Doug Weight and goaltender John 
Vanbiesbrouck were Nordiques— 
forgotten in a New York minute. 

Superman was going to Gotham. 


oa From the opening night of the sea- 
aa Re ae son, all eyes in the city were focused 
ey: on Madison Square Garden. Perhaps as 
Go a result, by midseason coach Roger 
Eat a Neilson’s job was in jeopardy because 


of his determination to keep Lindros at 
right wing, on a line with boyhood idol Mark 
Messier and left wing- 


hn ae big bodies in front, and Messier Coach: Roger Neilson 


; 
| 


| 


_— a 


Assistant coaches: Colin Campbell, Dan Maloney 


rernetive 


The New York scenario 


third in the Patrick Division, but the Islanders had more wins. The 
Rangers dropped to the fourth seed, just ahead of the Devils. 
The first round pitted the Rangers against Scotty Bowman's 


_ defending Stanley Cup champion Penguins. The home team won each 
_ of the first six games, but the Rangers staged the upset of the playoffs 


on a rare Jeff Beukeboom winning goal in Game 7. 

The Rangers swept the rival Islanders as the Canadiens eliminated 
the Sabres in the next round. The unforgettable seven-game 
conference finals confrontation that resulted ended with possibly the 
most important goal in Rangers history. 

The goal came in the second overtime of Game 7. Howie Rose, 
during his radio broadcast, made that famous call that Rangers’ fans 
won't soon forget: “He scores! Lindros-Lindros-Lindros! Eric Lindros and 


the Rangers have one more kingdom to conquer, baby! The Rangers are 


headed to the finals!” 

Los Angeles had emerged from the Campbell Conference. The hype 
for the Cup finals, pitting former teammates and old friends Wayne 
Gretzky and Messier against each other, was unprecedented. The 
matchup was billed as “The Great One vs. The Messiah” and 
manifested itself on several levels: It was Messier as disciple, 
challenging his mentor. It was Hollywood against Broadway for big- 
city bragging rights. It was a network-T'V producer's dream come true. 

The country was engulfed in hockey fever. Even people who only 
occasionally followed sports knew about the 


SS ee SS ee Se ee es eS) 
er Adam Graves. But the series. Any available tickets were scooped 
line proved potent. Oppo- NEW YORK RANGERS 1992-93 ___up by corporations and celebrities, leaving 
nents couldn’t cope with two President and G.M.: Neil Smith _ only a few for the public. Crowds were an 


even mix of fair-weather fans and die-hard 


season-ticket holders. In each city, the game 


eae he finished the season with 30 goals for SEE SRS 

; _ the 10th time in his 14-year career. Left wing a Right wing was the place to be. 
7 . But from the beginning, the heat was on | AdamGraves Mark Messier Eric Lindros After Los Angeles opened the series with 
? Neilson to form three solid lines and avoid EsaTikkanen Sergei Nemchinov _—‘ Mike Gartner a win at home in Game 1, the Rangers tied 
preplayoff burnout. No one seemed to fit on Joey Kocur Darren Turcotte Paul Broten the series when Marty McSorley’s penalty 
the left side with center Sergei Nemchinoy | Kris King Jan Erixon Tie Domi for having an illegal stick led to Lindros’ 
and right winger Mike Gartner, so the team | pai tying goal. Jan Erixon scored the game- 

turned to trade talks. Brian Leetch Jeff Beukeboom winner in overtime. 
With the trading deadline looming, G.M. ete — ars The teams split the next two games. In 
Neil Smith sent top draft picks Peter and © saa eee rete Game 5, Mike Richter stopped the Kings 
. Chris Ferraro to Edmonton for feisty left | ——yjye Richter Corey Hirsch time and again on odd-man rushes, and 
winger Esa Tikkanen. | Sergei Zubov scored a power-play goal, 

Then a freak accident put Smith’s plans in === ensuring the shutout win. 


jeopardy. Lindros slipped on a patch of ice while he and Messier were 
\ getting out of a taxi, smacking his head and suffering a concussion. (He 
and Messier had been inseparable off the ice since the trade.) 

Smith originally thought he’d have to make another trade, but team 
doctors assured him Lindros’ concussion was mild. 

More good fortune came for Neilson: By the end of the season he 
had successfully gotten his team to buy into a more physical style of 
play, especially Kris King and Tie Domi, likely saving his job. 

At the end of the season, the Rangers and Islanders finished tied for 


NEW YORK TIME LINE 


6/14/94: 5/25/95:  —-_ 6/24 G/10/96: 6/20/92: | 6/30/92: | 3/19/93: 
Rangers ‘Nordiques sold, Devils | Avalanche Lindros | Arbitrator | Lindros 
win Stanley. pe | win traded to | Bertuzzi | sidelined 
Cup with _ and become — 2 f Rangers | rules for | by mild 


6 /26/93: Quebec 
selects Thibault 
in fit t round of 
entry draft; 


th ultpartof Keenan as Colorado Cup. Rangers. | concus- 
patrick Roy trade, coach. Ree | in aE sion. 


With the Rangers up 3-2 in the series, the media mobbed Messier 
before Game 6, challenging the captain to make a prediction. “We 


_ will win tonight,” Messier proclaimed. The words echoed throughout 


4/30/93: 
Rangers beat 
Penguins in 
Game 7 of 
Patrick 
semifinals. 


New York. 

Messier was determined to back up his words. And he did, scoring 
a hat trick off three passes from Lindros to clinch the Cup. 

During the celebration, Messier first passed the Stanley Cup to 
Lindros, the rookie who helped write the storybook season. Lindros, 
just 20, raised the glittering prize triumphantly over his head. 


6/9/93: 
Messier 
guarantees 
Game 6 win 
vs. Kings. 


6/11/93: Rangers 
win their first Stanley 
Cup in 53 years 
beating L.A.; Messier 
scores hat trick off 
three-Lindros assists 


5/8/93: 
Rangers 
sweep 
Islanders 
in Patrick 
final. 


5/28/93: Rangers beat 
Canadiens in Game 7 in 
OT of Wales final and 
advance to Cup final vs. 
Kings. Rose makes his 
famous radio call. 


PHOTOS BY BRUCE BENNETT STUDIOS; ROBERT SEALE / TSN 


6/26/93; Rangers 
select 
Paderson in first 
round of entry draft, 
Bryan McCabe in 
second round. 


Denis 
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The Quebec scenario 


By Paul Grant 


eturning from his Calder Trophy-winning 
season, Eric Lindros reported early to 
training camp for the 1992-93 season in 
the best shape of his life. 

After being selected No. 1 in the 1991 entry 
draft, Lindros donned a Quebec jersey and said he'd 
be proud to wear the bleu et blanc of the Nordiques. 
Lindros further endeared himself by answering a 
couple of questions in French, apologizing twice for 
his accent. The province’s media instantly took to 
him, crowning him “Le Grand Titan.” 

Entering the ’92-93 season Lindros again 
centered the No. 1 line, between 5-10, 200-pound 
left winger Andrei Kovalenko and 6-1, 210-pound 
right winger Owen Nolan, the No. 1 pick the year 
before. The combo, dubbed the KLN line, was a 
unit made of perfectly complemented parts. 

Kovalenko could put the puck in the net and 
was considered the finesse player on the line. 
Nolan could also score, and his grit helped take 
some of the physical heat off Lindros, who again 


| 


at - 


played all 80 games. Some experts said Lindros — 


The Ghicago scenario 


By Larry Wigge 


ize and toughness are the most important 
tools of the trade, according to Blackhawks 
G.M. Mike Keenan. Going into the 1992- 
93 season he'd taken three teams to the 
Stanley Cup finals in six seasons, proving the 
value of those tools with his results in Philadel- 
phia and Chicago. 

So after being swept 
in the Stanley Cup finals 
in 1992, Keenan was 
determined to make his 
Blackhawks bigger and 


President: Bob Pulford 
Coach: Darryl Sutter 


CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS 1992-93 
G.M.: Mike Keenan 


Assistant coaches: Rich Preston, Paul Baxter 


would have worn down over the course of the 
season if he hadn't backed off the physical part of 
his game thanks to Nolan’s presence. 

The emergence of Lindros took time away from 
the line of Mats Sundin, Joe Sakic (also former 
first-rounders) and Valeri Kamensky. Although the 
Nordiques were the deepest team in the Prince of 
Wales Conference, many believed a blockbuster 
trade for a goaltender—rumored to be Ed 
Belfour—and a defenseman was in the works. 

The club posted 110 points in 1992-93, clipping 
the Bruins for top spot in the competitive Adams 
Division. In the playoffs the Nordiques easily handed 
fourth seed Buffalo a quick spring exit. They swept 
the Alexander Mogilny-led Sabres thanks in part to 
Lindros’ two game-winning goals and spectacular 
goaltending by the emerging Stephane Fiset. 

Le Colisee was packed to the rafters for the 
second-round series against archrival Montreal. 
Tickets for the first four games were sold out in 15 


_ minutes and were going for as much as $100 each 


from scalpers. 


against the Penguins. Keenan also knew he would 


_ have to trade either Belfour or Dominik Hasek or 
_ risk losing one of them to the expansion Ottawa 


Senators or Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Keenan, who had always had great goaltending, 
envisioned Hasek someday putting up statistics 
that would make him 
the first goalie since 
Jacques Plante in 1962 
to be chosen MVP in 
the NHL. 

The deal came to- 


stronger for the 1992-93 Left wing es Right wing gether after Nordiques 
season. He acquired the Michel Goulet Jeremy Roenick Eric Lindros owner Marcel Aubut 
biggest NHL prospect Stephane Matteau —_ Brent Sutter Dirk Graham countered Keenan’s ori- 
since Mario Lemieux, Mike Hudson Brian Noonan Greg Gilbert ginal offer—apparently 
sending goaltender Ed Christian Ruuttu Troy Murray Jocelyn Lemieux the Flyers and Rangers 
Belfour, defenseman Defensive pairings were also showing in- 
Steve Smith, right wing- Darius Kasparaitis Chris Chelios terest—by saying the 
er Steve Larmer and $5 Igor Kravchuk Bryan Marchment Blackhawks could have 
million to the Nordiques Frantisex Kucera Goaltend bam Russel Lindros if they threw in 
for Eric Lindros and a Dominik Hasek —o Jimmy Waite $5 million. Blackhawks 


swap of first-round draft 

choices that enabled 

him to select Russian defenseman Darius 
Kasparaitis. Lindros, who had held out for the 
entire 1991-92 season after being drafted by 
Quebec, agreed to the trade and reported on time 
to the Blackhawks’ training camp. 

The most intriguing part of the equation was 
including Belfour in the deal. Even though Belfour 
led the Blackhawks to the finals the year before, 
he fell into Keenan's doghouse after losing his 
composure in Game 4 of the Stanley Cup finals 


! | 
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owner Bill Wirtz initially 
balked, but Keenan con- 


_ vinced him that getting Lindros was the only way 


Chicago would get back to the finals in the 
Campbell Conference. Keenan said he thought 
Lindros was well worth the money. 

Keenan had a great deal of success in ‘91-92 
using a deep group of gritty forwards, including 
Brent Sutter, Greg Gilbert, Stephane Matteau and 
Brian Noonan. Keenan provided coach Darry] 
Sutter with that same depth in '92-93. The bigger, 


_ stronger, more talented Lindros switched from 


6/22/91: 


6/22/91: 6/25/92: 4/13/93: 4/24/93; 5/12/93: = 6/26/93: + =: 7/22/93: City and 

Lindros  — Lindros ~=—Ss«Nordiques win Nordiques Nordiques Nordiques _ province agree Lindros selected 
selected wins Adams with 110 sweep _losein select to help finance first overall by 
firstoverall Calder,  —points;Lindros  Sabresin — overtimeof Bicanekin © newNordiques [\iqui(test 

by  edgingout  completessecond © Adams Game7to firstroundof arenatoopenfor Miuscn 
Nordiques, Pavel Bure.  80-game season. semifinals. Canadiens. — entry draft. 1994-95. report. 
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6/20/92: Lindros 
traded to Black- 
hawks; Keenan 
takes Kasparaitis 


with draft pick 
obtained in deal. 


_ The Canadiens had entered the playoffs as 
i heavy underdogs, but the Adam Oates-led Bruins 
couldn't overcome the unbelievable goaltending of 
Montreal's Patrick Roy and were ousted in six 
games. A thrilling overtime win in Game 6, on a 
goal by Claude Lemieux, allowed the Canadiens to 
move on to the second round. 


Lindros 


center to right wing and joined Jeremy Roenick 
and Michel Goulet on the team’s No. 1 line, 
replacing Larmer. Chris Chelios and the talented 
rookie Kasparaitis led the defense. 

With Hasek in goal, Kasparaitis on defense and 
Lindros up front, the Blackhawks easily bounced 
the Blues in the first round. Blues goaltender 
Curtis Joseph provided tough opposition in net for 
Chicago during the playoffs. Toronto and Los 
Angeles (which barely edged Calgary in Game 7) 
were steamrolled as the Blackhawks, led by 
Roenick and Lindros, advanced to the final for a 
second straight year. 

Canadiens goalie Patrick Roy, however, was too 
good to lose in this playoff year. The Blackhawks 
won two games but lost in the Cup finals for the 
second year in a row. 


4/15/93: 
Blackhawks 
qualify for 
MEN IS 


4/27/93: 
Blackhawks 
beat Blues in 
Game 5, 
advancing to 
Norris final. 


AR IEKE 
Blackhawks 
eliminate 
Maple Leafs 
in Game'6 of 
Norris final. 


PHOTOS: FILE, BRUCE BENNETT STUDIOS 


PHOTOS: TSN, BOB LEVERONE / TSN 


PHOTOS: DILIP VISHWANAT / TSN 


EBEC NORDIQUES 1992-93 
President/governor: Marcel Aubut 
G.M./Coach: Pierre Page 
Assistant coaches: Jacques Martin, Don Jackson, Andre 
Savard, Clement Jodoin 


Line combinations 
Left wing Center Right wing 
Andrei Kovalenko Eric Lindros Owen Nolan 
Valeri Kamensky Joe Sakic Mats Sundin 
Mike Hough Claude Lapointe Scott Young 
Gino Cavallini Bill Lindsay Scott Pearson 
Defense pairings 
Curtis Leschyshyn Adam Foote 
Steven Finn Alexei Gusarov 
Mikhail Tatarinov Craig Wolanin 
Goaltenders 
Stephane Fiset Ron Tugnutt 


Alas, it wasn’t meant to be for the Nordiques. 
More Roy heroics and what seemed to be 


Canadiens destiny were too much, and the 
Nordiques were eliminated in a thrilling OT loss in 
Game 7. “We will not forget,” a crestfallen Lindros 
said after the game. 

In the first round of that June’s draft, after the 
Canadiens’ Stanley Cup coronation, the Nordiques 


| missed out on such top prospects as Jocelyn 


| Thibault and Adam Deadmarsh and selected 
\ highly touted offensive defenseman Radim 
| Bicanek. The hot topic at the 1993 draft, 
| however, was the next draft. A report surfaced 
| that the Nordiques signed Lindros in 1991 with a 


i promise to draft younger brother Brett, a top 


| prospect, if he was available when they picked in 
/ the 1994 draft. The Lindros family denied the 
) rumor. 


The health of the Nordiques franchise was no 
longer in doubt. On the strength of several sold-out 
games largely credited to Lindros’ appeal, the city 
and province agreed to help finance a new arena, 


_ with luxury boxes, to be built for the 1994-95 


season. New uniforms were also unveiled. 
Goaltending, however, was still a problem. But 


i the club was optimistic that one of its high draft 
picks—Garth Snow, Manny Fernandez, John 


Tanner or Steve Passmore—would step in and take 


' the team to the next level. 


Even though the Nordiques’ management was 


- loath to admit it, what the club really needed was 


a goalie like the Canadiens’ Roy. But there was no 


_ way a deal would be worked out between the two 


rivals. The team would move from Quebec City 
p  DEtOre that happened. 


The Philadelphia scenario 


Forsberg 


PHILADELPHIA FLYERS 1992-93 


Owner: Ed Snider G.M.: Russ Farwell 
Coach: Bill Dineen 


| 
| Assistant coaches: Craig Hartsburg, Ken Hitchcock 


Line combinations 
[ | Left wing Center Right wing 
F Mark Recchi Rod Brind’Amour Brent Fedyk 
| AndreiLomakin Mike Ricci Kevin Dineen 
h Mark Pederson _— Pelle Eklund Greg Paslawski 
U Chris Simon Keith Acton Dave Brown 
‘| Defensive pairings 
Steve Duchesne Dimitri Yuskevich 
ti Terry Carkner Garry Galley 
1 Kerry Huffman Ryan McGill 
4 Goaltenders 
Ron Hextall Dominic Roussel 


PHILADELPHIA TIME 
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5/27/93: TARVER 6/22/91: Lindros 6/20/92: 
Blackhawks SIFTE UEC sil | SBleptad first Overdl! |) Lindros 
beat Kings in || in'six games to by Nordiques but traded to 
sixgamesin | Canadiens in refuses to report; || Rangers 


Campbell 
finals, 


SELL GT 
finals. 


Flyers pick Forsberg || and 
Sixth overall 


| Flyers. 


yy Paul Grant 


fter failing to make a deal for stellar pros- 
pect Eric Lindros—an arbitrator ruled the 
Rangers’ deal was valid—Flyers G.M. Russ 
Farwell was handed his walking papers 
midway through the disastrous 1992-93 season. He 
was replaced by senior vice president Bob Clarke, 
who had been entertaining ideas of moving to the 
expansion Florida Panthers before Farwell’s firing. 

After the previous season's abysmal Patrick 
Division-worst record, the heat had been on 
Farwell to make some moves in the offseason. 
However, he defended his lack of action by telling 
anyone who'd listen that prospect Peter Forsberg 
would make everyone forget Lindros. Many 
questioned how a player from the Swedish Elite 
League could possibly be better than Lindros and 
his crash-and-score style. But Farwell stuck to his 
guns, saying that in 1994-95 the Flyers would 
feature Rod Brind’Amour, Mike Ricci and 
Forsberg as their top three centers. He also said 
the money that Quebec was asking for as part of 
the deal—rumored to be $15 million—would 
instead be used to pursue a free agent. 

With Clarke making the decisions and after 
another poor season that included missing the 
playoftis for the fourth straight time, the Flyers were 
forced to look again to the future. In the 1993 
entry draft, with an eye toward bolstering their 
blue line, the Flyers picked up hard-hitting Brendan 
Witt with their first-round pick. In the second 
round they picked goaltender Kevin Weekes. 

Speculation about the next year’s draft had the 
Flyers, after missing out on Eric Lindros, selecting his 
younger brother, Brett, if he were available. TSN 


| 6/30/92: | 1/28/93: || 4/15/93: | 6/26/93: Flyers 
Arbitrator rules || Farwell season pick Witt in first 
in favor of fired by ends; round of entry 
Rangers. | Flyers, Flyers draft, Weekes 
replaced miss in second 
| by Clarke, | playoffs, | round 
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Great Scott! What has 


gotten into Blues’ Young? 


because he was worried that his back or 

neck might bother him this season. 

“No, it’s nothing like that,” Young says. “I 
remember (Maple Leafs left winger) Gary Roberts 
telling me that his legs were never better than the 
year he came back from retirement. (Roberts 
missed the 1996-97 season because of a neck 
injury.) The chiropractor helped Gary with 
exercises that stretched his legs. I did the same 
thing, and I've got a jump in my legs I've never 
had before.” 

Young says they call the stretching process 
“active release.” And those exercises have released 
a scoring monster on the NHL. 

No one has ever accused Young of being Pavel 
Bure or Teemu Selanne, but Young's 13 goals in 
the first 13 games is a start surpassed only by 
Mario Lemieux, Brett Hull and Owen Nolan since 
1990. 

Young’s best goal-scoring season was 1992-93, 
when he scored 30 while with Quebec. Young, a 
33-year-old Clinton, Mass., native, had 24 goals 
last season, but he is on pace to erase his 
reputation of being a streaky scorer, partly 
because he is playing with more confidence. And 
that confidence has translated into the kind of 
patience all great goal scorers possess. 

“He and Pierre Turgeon are feeding off one 
another so well, I think you could turn out the 
lights, and they’d still find one another,” Capitals 
goaltender Olie Kolzig says. “Even though they 
didn’t get a goal against me (Young scored into an 
empty net in a 2-0 victory over Washington last 
Thursday), it seemed like every time I looked up, 
Young was unloading another bullet on me.” 

One of the Blues’ biggest needs for this season 
was a power forward to park in the slot and 
convert some of the pretty passes Turgeon sends 
in front of the net. 

Previously, far too many of those passes were 
wasted on the Blues’ mostly perimeter scorers. So 
far this season Young has displayed those power 
principles—he’s hitting in the corners and paying 
the price in the slot. 

“Maybe I’m getting smarter in my old age,” 
Young says, laughing. “In the past I used to skate 
like 100 mph from one spot to another—and not 
accomplish as much as I'd like. Now I think I’m 
playing smarter. I'm looking for the openings and 
sitting there waiting for the puck, not running 
around like a crazy man.” 

There are no wasted motions in Young’s game. 

“He’s always had a great shot, but now he’s 
become a presence out there,” Stars center Mike 
Modano says. “When the puck starts to find you 
in good scoring positions, then you know you've 
graduated from the 20-25-goal range to the 35- 
40-goal area.” 

Blues All-Star defenseman Al MacInnis says 
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t is rare when a player visits a chiropractor before training 
camp. But Blues right winger Scott Young says he wouldn't be 
averaging a goal a game without that visit—and its not 


Young is even a force in practice. 

“I think this is more than just a hot streak,” 
MacInnis says. “He can’t wait to get the puck, 
whether he’s on the move or sitting in the slot.” 

To some it might look like Young is firing at the 
net whenever he gets a chance. But there’s more 


to it than that. 

“I’ve heard Brett Hull talk about seeing 
openings when he turns toward the goalie,” Young 
says. “You would expect that from a guy who's 
scored more than 600 goals in his career. But you 
know something scary I'm starting to 
understand what Brett was talking about.” 

It's scary to think that the Blues had the league's 
best record last season without having a 30-goal 
scorer. Now they have a guy who looks like a cinch 
for 40 or more goals this season. TSN 


Senior writer Larry Wigge covers hockey for THE 
SPORTING NEws. E-mail him at 
wigge@sportingnews.com. 


He’s no Willie Nelson 


Tim Boughton is on the road again. In fact, he can’t 
wait to get on the road again. Our intrepid roving reporter 
(and full-time stats guy) is wandering the land in search 
of a good college hockey game. His latest discovery, 
involving Michigan State and Bowling Green, can be 
found at sportingnews.com/chockey. 
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PRK Team W-L-T-OL_ 
1 Peal 9-1-4-0 16, Pittsburgh — 
Colorado . “eat . 


4.Carolina 37-30 


26.Tampa Bay  3-7=1-1 


28, Columbus 


DILIP VISHWANAT / TSN 


TOP GUN: Young is on pace to have a big year. 


For better or worse 


A lot can happen to a player from one season to the 
next. The Blues’ Scott Young has gone from good scorer 
to sniper. It’s still early in the season, but we’ve already 
seen the stats plummet for such players as Valeri Bure 
of the Flames (one goal in his last 28 games) and Viktor 
Kozlov of the Panthers (one point in his first seven 
games). 

Here’s a look at some of this season’s biggest 
turnarounds so far. 


Better 
Ziggy Palffy, Kings Jason Allison, Bruins 
Theo Fleury, Rangers Bill Guerin, Oilers 


Alexander Mogilny, Devils Brian Leetch, Rangers 

Sean Burke, Coyotes Roman Hamriik, Islanders 

Mathieu Schneider, Kings Ed Jovanovski, Canucks 

Donald Audette, Thrashers Martin Lapointe, Red Wings 

Patrick Marleau, Sharks Jarome Iginla, Flames 
Worse 

Viktor Kozlov, Panthers Sandis Ozolinsh, Hurricanes 

Mike Vernon, Flames Eric Daze, Blackhawks 

Kevin Weekes, Lightning Valeri Bure, Flames 


Boris Mironov, Blackhawks —L.W. 


More NHL at sportingnews.com/nh! AOL keyword: TSN 


ee ERROR EEE THERE REE EEE REE EERE OEE RRO SOE THE EEE EEEEEEEEE TEE EESE CHESTER ESE SMES OE EE THEE E EEE EHEEEH HEHEHE EEE EEE HE ETRE OR EE EEE ETEDEEEE EH HE EEE THEE EEE E EEE O EHR Eww we 
PTeTPeTITITI Clete ieee eee, 

eee e Prt sli ili irrerreererrerrrrrrreverrrir Titties 

seeaeee 


Last week Ed Jovanovski had the 
game of his life against Colorado, 
During 26:09 of ice time, he knocked 
Adam Deadmarsh silly in a fight 
(Deadmarsh suffered a concussion), 
crunched seven Avs with solid hits and 
blocked four shots. Oh, and he scored 
the winning goal for Vancouver. It was 
a big night for No. 55. If Jovo-cop can 
maintain that effort, or at least repeat 
it in the playoffs, look out. 


Despite averaging 32 wins over the 
last five seasons, Chris Osgood 
never seems to get any credit. But he's 
No, 1 when it comes to getting the 
blame, and two shocking shellings last 
week—by the Blackhawks and 
Caps—have people calling him 
Osgoat, probably for good reason. 
Through nine games, Osgood was 4-5 
with a 3.07 GAA. Manny Legace 
(4-1, 1.97) is waiting in the wings. 


aa 


The Ays' strong start has been due largely to some 
great puck pressure. The cycling by Colorado's swift 
skaters has been able to create more turnovers than a 
pastry bake-off. Here's the scoop: In a semicircular 
path on the forecheck, two or more forwards swoop 
toward the puck carrier in his zone, forcing the attacker 
down the boards. The opponent is then funneled into a 
narrow channel, where he has to cough up the puck or 
is stood up by a defenseman. And it works. 


They don't call him Roman for nothing. 
Islanders imported star (when was the 
last time that phrase. was written?) 
Roman Hamrlik has been wandering 
all over the place while helping his club 
storm to the top of the Atlantic. He has 
= been a special teams machine, 

S contributing to both units during New 
© York's win over Florida last week. He 
even blocked three shots and won a 
= faceoff in that game, Sandis who? 


Big things were expected from Keith 
Primeau. Small things have occurred. 
The Flyers are off to a poor start, and 
Primeau, a 6-5, 220-pound power 
center, isn't exactly mlb Primeau 


é mj = thing; the Liberty Bell has ne too, 
“K Ye remember) with a goal, and he had eight 


S\\. geen E S points in 12 games. But nobody noticed. 


# & Maybe the Flyers can trade him for Eric 
= Lindros. Whoops. 


Apparently Mark Messier is good for something other 
than motivation in the locker room. The Moose is 
setting the Rangers’ power play on fire, scoring six of 
his seven goals with the man advantage and sparking 
Theo Fleury to score four himself. Although the 
Rangers were fighting to reach .500 overall, their power 
play was second in the league through 13 games with 
a 25.7 percent success rate. The veteran Messier is 


GAME OF THEWEEKE 


The name of the game is 
eee Pim fame, Hall of Fame Game, 
erie tA Maen) — thatis. Next week's 
~ inductions of Denis 
Savard and Joe Mullen cap the events that begin 
Saturday with this game in Toronto. Old Original Six 
rivals, these teams are going in different directions. The 
Maple Leafs spent big bucks to linger near the top of 
the Northeast, while the thrifty Blackhawks have been 
lobbying for an all-expansion-team schedule (three of 
their first four wins were against new clubs), 


proving to be more than just the old man and the “C.” 
For one week only, it’s 

the Game of the Weak. 

These teams areinthe % 

Southleast, hockey's 

worst division, in which wins are harder to find than 
good customer service. The Thrashers went undefeated 
in five, including two wins. The Caps’ Olie Kolzig 
came back, but it didn't do much good. Actually, his 
club had three wins and was in first place. OK, we 
admit we're reaching with this Sunday tilt. It's no 
wonder this division has serious attendance problems. 


STICKS! SASTONES: 


The Coyotes’ ownership countdown continues. We've 
all heard the endless blather about how great the team 
will be once Wayne Gretzky and his cohorts take 
over, about the signing and sealing of Nikolai 
Khabibulin and Claude Lemieux. One question: 
Why? Isn't the club off to a hot start? What does one 
loss in 14 games tell you? Anyone? Bueller? 


Scott Stevens for commissioner! In the wake of the 
Yankees-Mets hyperbole, Stevens suggested the NHL 
go to the old 1-16 playoff seeding system, in place of 
today's 1-8 conference rankings. After seeing the Avs- 
Coyotes, Leafs-Senators and Flyers-Devils last week, 
we couldn't agree more. It's crazy, but it sure would be 
nice to have the NHL's top teams in the finals. 


“| don't care how many iris try to get (fighting) out 
of the game ... it's an important part. You go to a 
college game, and it is absolutely brutal, quys spearing 
each other." —Mike ma 


Compiled by |; 


“It's not going to happen by just turning a switch on 
and saying ‘OK, tonight we're going to win.’ You just 
have to work your way through it.” 

—FPanthers coach Terry Murray. 


FRONT OFFICE RUMBLINGS AND LOCKER ROOM WHISPERS FROM LARRY WIGGE 
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Insiders still are saying G Sean Burke is out and Nikolai Khabibulin 
is in as soon as the sale of the Coyotes is complete. So how do you 
tell a guy who has allowed more than two goals only once in 10 
starts that his play is unsatisfactory? You don’t. You keep both of 
them and enjoy watching the results. ... Yes, C Eric Lindros has told 
friends he doesn’t think Flyers G.M. Bobby Clarke will trade him to 
Toronto or any other contender in the Eastern Conference, and that 
the Blues are his first choice in the 
West. If Lindros’ theory is correct, 
Dallas and Los Angeles are more 
likely. Considering Blues G.M. Larry 
Pleau’s experience with concus- 
sions—Pavol Demitra, Geoff Courtnall 
and Pleau’s son, Steve, all suffered 
from postconcussion syndrome— 
don’t expect St. Louis to gamble on 
Lindros. ... The Senators’ line of 
C Radek Bonk, RW Marian Hossa 
and LW Magnus Arvedson is not just 
a scoring line. It is clearly the best 
two-way line in the NHL. ... After 
another bad start, Blackhawks LW 
Eric Daze has demanded a trade. 
Surprise, surprise. The phone isn't 
ringing off the hook in G.M. Mike 
Smith's office, but Rangers G.M. Glen 
Sather had a history of acquiring 
reclamation projects when he was in Edmonton. Daze certainly fits 
that description. ... D Roman Hamrlik has been the quarterback on 
the blue line that Isles G.M. Mike Milbury had hoped for when he ac- 
quired him from Edmonton last summer. But singling out Hamrlik’s 
six early-season goals doesn't cover his terrific all-around play. In a 


Daze 


DILIP VISHWANAT / TSN 


recent game against Montreal, he played more than 29 minutes and 
blocked four shots, something that surprised Oilers followers. ... With 
opponents having lost any fear of facing talented Stars D Sergei 
Zubov because of his reluctance to shoot the puck, coach Ken Hitch- 
cock has demanded—no, ordered—Zubov to shoot more. Suddenly 
Zubov is more of a factor in Dallas’ game plan. ... Who says a demo- 
tion to the fourth line can’t be a good thing? Ask Rangers RW Theo 
Fleury, who responded in a big way to criticism by coach Ron Low 
that he was playing poorly and taking foolish penalties. Fleury took 
the demotion personally and has played like a demon—the best he 
has played since signing a three-year, $21 million free-agent contract 
with the club before last season—on a line with C Tim Taylor and LW 
Sandy McCarthy. Five goals in three games on the fourth line is 
pretty darn good. 
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The price of this year’s free-agent class may be 
staggering, but a breakdown of the talent reveals a few 


bargains By Jared Hoffman 
Wa this offseason. More like the $200 million question. Baseball’s 
offseason always features plenty of spending, but the outlay 
for this year’s free-agent class could reach $1 billion, making the 
dickering of the past look like a flea market. The real question, then, 
may be, “How do you pronounce Sotheby's?” 
General managers, who are meeting in Florida this week, are be- 
ginning to lay the groundwork for what gives every indication of 


here is A-Rod going? That’s not the million dollar question 


ALBERT DICKSON / TSN 


being a busy offseason. 
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) Alex Rodriguez, SS 


Rodriguez should become the first 25-year-old 
to make $200 million without owning a dot-com. 
For a shortstop, his offense is unprecedented. In 
the past three seasons, he has hit .305 and aver- 
aged 42 homers and 122 RBIs. Rodriguez made 
an appearance at Shea Stadium to watch Game 4 
of the World Series—an appearance that was mis- 
taken by many for a recruiting visit with the Mets 
Rodriguez has played it cool as to where he'll end 
up but recently said, “If | had to say something, I'd 
have to say I'm leaning toward Seattle because 
that’s the known.” 

‘Teams interested in signing him should block 
out some reading time—his agent, Scott Boras, has 
prepared a 60-page book detailing why Rodriguez 
projects to be one of the greatest players in base- 
ball history and deserves to be paid accordingly. 
Boras has indicated it might take a long-term con- 
tract worth $20 million a year to sign Rodriguez— 
or it might take more. 

Best bet: Mets. They can provide the national 
stage some believe A-Rod is seeking, and he can 
provide the Mets a marketing star to rival the su- 
perstar shortstop on the other side of the city. 

Contenders: Rockies, Braves, Dodgers. 

Dark horses: White Sox, Yankees. 
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If you look at 
Ramirez's final 
stats from last 
season—.351, 
38 homers, 122 
RBIs—it’s easy to 
forget he missed 
42 games. The 
past three sea- 
sons, Ramirez 
has driven in 
432 runs in 415 
games. He has led the American League in slug- 
ging percentage the past two seasons, and he 
emerged as the top-ranked position player in the 
Elias rankings that are used to divide free agents 
according to likely market value. Now he is 
seeking a long-term deal that eclipses the $17 mil- 
lion a season Carlos Delgado got from the Blue 
Jays. 

Best bet: Yankees. If you're sick of them 
winning, you could be ill a bit longer. Ramirez 
grew up In Manhattan, and one Yankees official 
has privately said money won't be an issue. 

Contenders: Indians, Red Sox, Rockies. 

Dark horse: Mets. 
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The Mets could 
have a tough time 
keeping their ace, 
who was 37-14 
with a 3.02 ERA 
the past two sea- 
sons and wants to 
play on a winning 
team in a warm- — : 
weather National fone city. less global | 
warming accelerates at a rapid rate, the Mets can 4 
meet only two of his preferences. Hampton has 
said little about his plans, but he won't file until his 
agent, Jeff Moorad, talks with Mets management. It 
is believed Hampton is seeking Kevin Brown§ 
money—a five-year deal worth $15 million per 
season. 

Best bet: Braves. Atlanta led the N.L. in ERA 
this season (4.05), but the figure was the team’s 
highest since 1990. No one is sure how John 
Smoltz will do after a year off due to elbow 
surgery, but if the Braves sign Hampton, they'll bé 
committing about $43 million to three players 
(Greg Maddux, Chipper Jones) 

Contenders: Astros, Cardinals, Mets. 

Dark horse: Cubs. 
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Bre «-3 ey. irsthase Second Base Third base cher __Qutfield | Pitcher 
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wey 2 & {. Bret Boone 1. Ken Caminiti 1. Alex Rodriguez 1, Charles Johnson = 1, Manny Ramirez 1. Mike Hampton 
wy i oa ; ed lorags 2. Luis Alicea 2, Charlie Hayes 2. Jose Valentin 2. Todd Hundley 2. Juan Gonzalez 2. Mike Mussina 
3, Mark Grace 3. Mark McLemore 3, Lenny Harris 3, Mike Bordick 3, Jeffrey Hammonds 3. Denny Neagle 
: ; . 4. Ellis Burks 4, Darren Dreifort 
if you are a G.M., Alex Rodriguez, Manny Ramirez and Mike Hampton are the prize catches among baseball's free agents, but there’s 5, Kenny Lofton _.H. 


plenty of other talent out there, including at least one top-of-the-line player at virtually every position. 


Luis Alicea, 2B. 
He was a full-time player for the first time and hit .293 with 63 RBIs with the Rangers. He didn’t tire 


out either, hitting .347 in September. But he doesn’t have power or enough speed to hit leadoff. 


Mark Gardner, RHP. 


Could be a valuable No. 4 or 5 starter. He was 11-7 with a 4.05 ERA for the Giants, and his 3.22 ERA 


after the All-Star break was the second-lowest on San Francisco's staff. 


11 in save opportunities. 
Pat Hentgen, RHP. 


Mark Grace, 1B. 


He won't provide power, but he'll provide Gold Glove defense and get on base. Also, in 13 seasons, 
Grace has played in fewer than 140 games only twice. 


Eddie Guardado, RHP. 


A solid lefthander who appeared in 70 games for the Twins. He finished off 36 of them and was 9-for- 


Hentgen is no longer a power pitcher but still can be a solid No. 2 or 3 starter. He won 15 games for 


the Cardinals, his eighth consecutive season with double-digit wins. 


Dan Plesac, LHP. 


He was going to retire but will play next season after going 5-1 with a 3.15 ERA with Anzona. His best 


Rick Reed, RHP. 


role now is specialist against nghthanded batters, who hit .194 against him last season. 


He doesn’t have overpowering stuff, but over the past three seasons with the Mets, Reed is 38-21. He 


has great control and could be a solid No. 3 starter. 


Reggie Sanders, OF. 
He can be had for a low price after a horrible season with the Braves, and he showed some positive 


signs in September, hitting .377 with five homers and 18 RBIs. 


Steve Trachsel, RHP. 


He has pitched 200 innings the past five years and isn’t as bad as his 16-33 record the past two years. 


. Mike Mussina, RHP 
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He turned 
down a Six- 
year, $72 mil- 
lion offer from 
- the Onioles dur- 
ing the season. 
Although he 
finished with a losing record (11-15) for the firs 
time in a full season and his 3.79 ERA was his 
second-highest since 1994, he is expected to get a 
multiyear deal paying $15 million per season. 
Scouts say Mussina still has his stuff and changes 
speeds well. His 10.8 baserunners allowed per 
nine innings was second only to Pedro Martinez’s 
in the A.L. The losing record can be attributed in 
part to the worst run support in the league: 3.79 
runs per game. 

Best bet: Indians. Pitching was the Indians’ 
biggest problem in 2000. They used 13 starters 
last season, and that group had a 5.13 ERA. If 
Mussina is added, Cleveland could have a front 
three of Mussina, Chuck Finley and Bartolo Colon. 

Contenders: Orioles, Yankees, Braves, Mets. 

Dark horses: Tigers, Cardinals, White Sox, 
Phillies. 
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Jared Hoffman is a projects editor for THE SPORTING NEWS. 


He was sup- 
posed to be the top 
attraction in the 
first season at Com- 
erica Park. He has 
turned down an 
eight-year, $140 
million contract, 
and the Tigers are — 
probably glad he did. Gonzalez hit .326 but had 
only 22 homers and 67 RBIs. He played in only 
115 games because of various ailments, including a 
herniated disk, and was a no-show for a back 
exam last week. All these things might have low- 
ered his value a little, but teams still will have to 
pay a lot for a guy who from 1997 to ‘99 hit .314 
and averaged 43 homers and 140 RBIs. 

Best bet: Red Sox. Boston may trade Carl 
Everett and already has cleared $20 million by not 


ILIP. VISHWANAT / TSN 


. picking up the options on pitchers Ramon Mar- 


tinez, Pete Schourek, Tim Wakefield and Tom 
Gordon. The Red Sox are more interested in Mike 
Mussina, but if they don’t get him, they'll try to 
find another bat. 

Contenders: Indians, Yankees, Tigers. 

Dark horse: Diamondbacks. 
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Ellis Burks, OF. He hit .344 with 24 
homers and 96 RBls, The Giants were 73-35 when 
he was the starting right fielder and 24-30 when 
he was not. Burks’ knees are always a concern, 
and he has played in more than 122 games only 
twice since 1993. 


Ken Caminiti, 3B. His value could 
become inflated because he is the only regular 
third baseman available on the market. Caminiti 
still has the potential for 30 homers and 100 RBIs 
but has played in only 137 games the past two 
seasons. 


| ) Cans . He could hit 40 
home runs next season ... or play in just 40 games. 
Darren REP. tis five- 


year, $50 million asking price could go up if there 
is a bidding war between the teams that miss out 
on Mussina and Hampton, but Dreifort never has 

thrown 200 innings and, since becoming a starter, 
never has had an ERA under 4.00. 


Alex , . The Blue Jays 
weren't willing to meet his demands (five years, 
$30 million), but some team that loses out on Alex 
Rodriguez will. He hit .252 this season and set 
career highs in homers (15) and RBIs (69), but his 
strikeout totals (77 in 2000) and on-base 
percentage (.273, career) make him a poor choice 
to hit leadoff, and his arm strength has diminished. 


Jeffrey Hammonds, OF. |s 
Hammonds a product of Coors? He hit .399 at 
home and .279 on the road. 


Todd Hundley, C. his offensive 
production at catcher is tantalizing: He had 24 
homers and 70 RBIs in only 90 games with the 
Dodgers last season. Hundley also led all N.L. 
catchers with 13 errors, and only Mike Piazza 
threw out a smaller percentage in steal attempts. 
Since 1995, he has played-in 90 or fewer games 
three times. - . 

sharies msozt, ©. The White Sox 
wouldn't mind having him back, but not at his 
asking price of four years, $40 million. Johnson 
had a breakout season offensively, hitting .304 with 
31 homers and 91 RBis. (His previous bests were 
.293, 19 and 63.) He has always been known for 
his defense, but there are whispers he doesn’t call 
a good game. 


Mulholland, LHP. He's 
lefthanded, and that alone will inflate his value. 
Mulholland can be used as a starter or reliever, but 
he never has been a big winner, and over the past 
seven seasons, he has finished with an ERA under 
4.00 only once. 


John \ te! , EIR He was one 
of the best closers in the 1990s but is losing his 
effectiveness. Wetteland finished with a 4.20 ERA 
last season, the third consecutive season his 
ERA has gone up and his highest mark as a 
reliever. 
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One-dimensional Ramirez 
is no $18 million man 


@ Steady defense. 

@ Attentive baserunning. 
@ Clubhouse leadership. 
@ Marketing potential. 

Alex Rodriguez meets those par- 
ticular requirements. 

Manny Ramirez does not. 

Ramirez does one thing, and he 
does it exceedingly well: He hits. 

He hits for average. He hits for 
power. And, most important, he 
hits with men on base, driving in 
run after run. 

Such players are immensely 
valuable, especially in an age 
when offense is king. 

But if Ramirez is worth 
$18 million a year—the salary that 
would take him past Carlos Del- 
gado—then Rodriguez is worth 
$25 million. Or more. 

Ridiculous? Of course. 

But no more ridiculous than 
guaranteeing a_ total of 
$150 million to $200 million to a 
one-dimensional player with zero 
off-the-field presence. 

“He’s such a complex case,” In- 
dians assistant general manager 
Mark Shapiro says. “That one di- 
mension may be as good a bat as 
any in baseball.” 

But it’s still one dimension. 

Some club will pay Ramirez, 
even after the Indians take their 
expected pass. Some club always 
does something borderline insane at this time of 
year. 

Then again, the definition of “insane” is relative 
in baseball and always subject to change. 

Less than a month ago, the Blue Jays drew 
sharp criticism within the industry for the four- 
year, $68 million extension they awarded 
Delgado. 

But after Ramirez made his reported 10-year, 
$200 million proposal to the Indians, one general 
manager congratulated Blue Jays G.M. Gord Ash 
for making such a shrewd investment. 

Ramirez, 28, is the same age as Delgado but is 
seeking a contract at least twice as long. 

He offers none of Delgado’s magnetism. None 
of his leadership. None of his community service. 

The Yankees might ignore such issues, be- 
lieving that Ramirez can boost them to a fourth 
straight World Series triumph, cost be damned. 

And maybe the entire Delgado-Ramirez com- 
parison is misleading, considering the differences 
in their contractual statuses. 

“Carlos Delgado was under contract for two 
more years with the right to demand a trade,” 
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USE WHAT YOU'VE GOT: Ramirez (above), a free agent, 
is hoping his bat can bring him a contract that 
surpasses the deal Delgado got from the Blue Jays. 


f I were paying a player a minimum of $18 million a year, here 
would be a few of my requirements: 


7 
ay 


says Ramirez's agent, Jeff Moorad. 
“Manny Ramirez is a free agent. 
Therein lies the distinction.” 

Few will question the value of 
Ramirez if he stays healthy and 
produces. But it won't be a shock if 
the team that signs him is quick to 
suffer buyer's remorse. 

Remember, the Mariners sur- 
vived without Ken Griffey Jr, taking 
his money and distributing it 
among free agents Aaron Sele, John 
Olerud, Arthur Rhodes and Mark 
McLemore. 

“We know Manny makes every other hitter in 
our lineup better,” Shapiro says. “We know 
there’s no way to replace him. Any moves we 
make won't make our offense as good. 

“At the same time, with the percentage of the 
payroll we'd be devoting, it would create tremen- 
dous challenges, obstacles and potential problems 
for us down the line.” 

And not just with signing other top players. 
The 6-foot, 205-pound Ramirez packs a lot of 
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muscle onto a compact body. What if he con- 
tinues to suffer seven-week hamstring pulls, as he 
did last season? 

Even when healthy, he’s far from a complete 
player. 

At best, Ramirez is considered an average 
right fielder, good enough to continue playing 
the position. 

At worst, he’s viewed as a DH-waiting-to- 
happen, and certainly a DH for the bulk of his 
next contract. 

Let’s say the Yankees sign Ramirez and re-sign 
Paul O’Neill as a fourth outfielder. When 
healthy, O'Neill still might be a better right 
fielder than Ramirez. Regardless, the Yankees 
still would need to find a stronger defender 
eventually. 

Ramirez has improved since Game 6 of the 
1998 ALCS, when he scaled the right field wall at 
Yankee Stadium for a ball that landed at his feet 
and resulted in a triple for Derek Jeter. 

Still, he doesn’t always show proper instincts, 
and his concentration wavers. The same flaws 
mark his below-average baserunning, only more 
severely. According to a former Indians coach, 
Ramirez sometimes forgets the number of outs. 

This is an $18 million player? 

Shawn Green's $14 million average was consid- 
ered outrageous when he signed his extension 
with the Dodgers a year ago, but he runs well, 
plays solid defense and hits for average and 
power. 

Like Green and Delgado, Chipper Jones wasn't 
a free agent when he signed his new deal for a 
$15 million average. Yet, Ramirez might double 
Jones’ $90 million total—incredible, considering 
Jones has won a World Series and an MVP award. 

But forget the money for a moment. 

Does Ramirez even know what he is getting 
into? 

It’s probably too late, but Albert Belle’s expe- 
rience after leaving the Indians for the White 
Sox and then the Orioles should serve as a 
warning sign. 

No longer was Belle the 
homegrown product who 
enjoyed the protection of 
his team and his city. He 
was the big-money guy, ex- 
pected to produce yet sur- 
rounded by lesser hitters. 

Unlike Belle, Ramirez 
isn't a bad guy. If anything, 
he’s downright innocuous, 
neither helping nor 
hurting team chemistry. 

But that won't be 
enough once he’s among 
the highest-paid players in 
the game. 

Moorad can help Ram- 
irez's image off the field 
by including community-minded provisions in 
his contract—it’s the agent's philosophy and good 
public relations. 

Still, Manny will be Manny. 

A great hitter, no doubt. 

But not an $18 million-a-year player. TSN 
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Senior writer Ken Rosenthal covers baseball for 
THE SPORTING NEWS. E-mail him at 
krosenthal@sportingnews.com. 


More baseball at sportingnews.com/baseball AOL keyword: TSN 
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Execuuye Year 


For Jocketty, G.M. stands for great moves 


It’s the nature of 
the business—even 
the best general 
managers make 
mistakes. 

Baseball is play- 
ed by men, not ro- 
bots. For one 
reason or another, 
those men often 
perform below ex- 
pectations. 

How, then, does 
one explain the 
success of Car- 
dinals G.M. Walt 
Jocketty in 2000? 

Baseball is a 
game in which 
general managers 
must always pre- 
pare for the worst, 
and hitters are suc- 
cessful if they fail seven of 10 times. 

But Jocketty batted close to 1.000, 
and his team ended up with 95 vic- 
tories and advanced to the N.L. 
Championship Series. 

For a series of successful acqui- 
sitions that transformed a team 
coming off a 75-win season into the 
N.L. Central Division champs, Joc- 
ketty was named THE SPORTING 
News Executive of the Year by major 
league general managers and front- 
office executives. 

Jocketty, with 24 votes from his 
peers, was an overwhelming winner. 
White Sox G.M. Ron Schueler, who 
resigned after the season, received 
nine votes. Others with more than 
one vote included Giants G.M. Brian 
Sabean with eight, Mariners G.M. Pat 
Gillick with five and Mets G.M. Steve 
Phillips with three. 

The Cardinals were so good they 
survived prolonged absences by first 
baseman Mark McGwire, third 
baseman Fernando Tatis and backup 
catcher Eli Marrero. So good they 
upset the Braves even after losing 
catcher Mike Matheny, one of the 
players Jocketty had acquired, just 
before the start of the playoffs. 

Of the 25 players on the Cardi- 
nals’ playoff roster, 12 were acquired 
by Jocketty in the past year, in- 
cluding three starting pitchers, the 
catcher, first baseman, second 
baseman, center fielder and closer. 

“We tried to find guys who had 
strong character,” Jocketty said after 
the Cardinals’ triumph over the 
Braves, “Guys who knew the game 
and had a lot of grit. Guys who 
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JOCKETTY FOR POSITION: The Cardinals’ G.M. ing 
made all the right moves in 2000. 


would play hard 
and fit in.” 

Jocketty will 
have plenty of 
time to keep mak- 
ing deals for the 
Cardinals. He re- 
cently signed a 
four-year contract 
extension to stay 
with St. Louis 
through 2004. 

The Cardinals’ 
overhaul began 
when Jocketty re- 
built the starting 
rotation last win- 
ter, trading for 
Daryl Kile and Pat 
Hentgen and sign- 
free-agent 
Andy Benes. He 
acquired closer 
Dave Veres in the Kile deal and filled 
the team’s need for a leadoff hitter and 
a second baseman.by trading for Fer- 
nando Vina. 

The upgraded rotation and Vina ac- 
quisition gave Jocketty the depth he 
needed to pull off his master stroke 
near the end of spring training—trading 
righthanded pitcher Kent Bottenfield 
and rookie second baseman Adam 
Kennedy for Gold Glove center fielder 
Jim Edmonds. 

Not only did Edmonds emerge as an 
MVP candidate, he also signed a six- 
year extension, probably for below- 
market value, much as McGwire did 
after arriving in 1997. 

Jocketty wasn’t done yet. 

As the July 31 waiver deadline ap- 
proached, McGwire was out indefi- 
nitely because of a knee injury, Mar- 
rero had a torn thumb ligament, and 
the Cardinals needed to increase their 
bullpen depth. 

Jocketty acquired four players in 
three days—first baseman Will Clark, 
catcher Carlos Hernandez, righthanded 
pitcher Mike Timlin and lefthanded 
pitcher Jason Christiansen. 

No one could have predicted that 
Clark—or even Edmonds—would be 
such a success. And Jocketty certainly 
benefited from team ownership’s deci- 
sion to increase the payroll from $48 
million to $65 million. 

On the other hand, he traded more 
than a dozen players, and none 
amounted to a significant loss. 

It doesn’t get much better than that 
for a G.M. 

It doesn’t get much better than Walt 
Jocketty in 2000. —K.R. 


The Yankees fired hitting coach Chris Chambliss because 
SS Derek Jeter and others were seeking help from minor league 
hitting instructor Gary Denbo. But as a political struggle loomed, 
Denbo wasn't a lock to replace Chambliss. Owner George Stein- 
brenner reportedly wanted the job to go to former Yankees great 
Don Mattingly, and other factions were lobbying for former hitting 
coach Rick Down. ... Chambliss no longer will be as attractive as a 
managerial candidate, though the Indians were highly impressed 
when they interviewed him a year ago for the job they gave to 
Charlie Manuel. Some Yankees questioned Chambliss’ work ethic, 
but one scout says the problem with Chambliss and fired Red Sox 
hitting coach Jim Rice was that they were too “old school” for 
today’s players. “They feel these guys are major leaguers—they 
should know their swings,” the scout says. “They throw out the 
bats and balls and let them go after it.” ... On the day he was fired 
as Dodgers manager, Davey Johnson told club officials they should 
name bench coach Jim Tracy as his replacement. “That probably 
means he has no chance,” Johnson cracked a week later. Little did 
Johnson know he was setting himself 
up to get blamed again. ... Before the 
trend became fashionable, Orioles 
owner Peter Angelos asked Hall of 
Fame pitcher Jim Palmer to leave the 
broadcast booth for a managing posi- 
tion. “You seem to know what's going 
to happen up there,” Palmer recalls 
Angelos saying to him in 1993. “Why 
doesn’t Johnny Oates?” Palmer said he 
also declined overtures from Angelos 
in *99, when Ray Miller was the Ori- 
oles’ manager. ... Cardinals 1B Will 
Clark might not be the only prominent 
player to announce his retirement this offseason. Rangers closer 
John Wetteland was slow to inform the Rangers of his intentions, 
and Cardinals OF Eric Davis left his options open even after filing 
for free agency. ... Reds G.M. Jim Bowden's credibility problem is 
now out in the open. Ron Oester called Bowden a liar after losing 
out in the Reds’ inept managerial search. Rival club executives fre- 
quently make the same claim. Bowden dismisses Oester’s charge, 
but how much longer before Bowden is in trouble? ... Nearly a 
decade ago, scout Tom Mooney recommended to former Astros 
G.M. Bill Wood that he target Red Sox minor leaguer 1B Jeff Bag- 
well in a trade for Larry Anderson. The Red Sox still haven't re- 
covered, but they've taken revenge of sorts, hiring Mooney away 
from the Astros. Now, if only they could find the guy who paid 
them for Babe Ruth. 
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clocked at 93 mph. ... In a no-brainer, the team picked up RHP Shigetoshi 
Hasegawa’s 2001 option for $1.15 million. The versatile and resilient reliever was the 
most valuable player of the pitching staff this past season, going 10-6 with a 3.57 


ERA and nine saves in 66 appearances. 


CATCHERS ANALYSIS: The emergence of Ben Molina in 2000 turned what had been a 
weak spot for decades into a strength. Molina hit .281 with 14 home runs, 20 
doubles and 71 RBls, and he was one of the team’s best hitters with the bases loaded 
(381). But he was more impressive on defense, handling a staff that included 16 
starters with aplomb and throwing out 33 percent (34-of- ners. Thi 
key for Molina was losing 10 pounds last offseason. With less bulk, especially in his 
legs, Molina was quicker and more precise in his footwork, which improved his 
pickoff move to first and his mechanics throwing to second, The leading candidate to 
back him up in 2001 is Shawn Wooten, who has considerable power but whose 
catching skills don’t measure up to Molina’s. —Mike DiGiovanna 


trying to shake up its offense, and 
the early push to sign free agent 
David Nilsson is an attempt to 
bolster the hitting from the left side. 
If Nilsson signs, Brian Daubach's playing time at first 
base and designated hitter could decrease. The club 
was believed ready to bid on Japanese OF Ichiro 
Suzuki and is expected to make a run at RHP Mike 
Mussina. ... All seven free-agent eligible players filed: 
Rico Brogna, Bernard Gilkey, Steve Ontiveros, Rheal 
Cormier, Jeff Fassero and Hector Carrasco. The only 
one the club might try to re-sign is Carrasco. 


CATCHERS ANALYSIS: In his second full season, Jason 
Varitek, 29, slid offensively and defensively, but the 
club still has high hopes for him. He was affected by a 
bad wrist, and his numbers dropped in average (.269 
in '99, .248 in 2000), homers (20, 10) and RBIs (76, 
65). Also, he threw out 18 percent of would-be 
stealers, down from 26 percent in '99. The defensive 
decline could be blamed on the pitching staff, which 
stopped using a slide-step. On the positive side, Varitek 
is a tireless student of hitters and won the trust of the 
staff, which led the league in ERA. The backup is Scott 
Hatteberg, whose star as a catcher has dimmed slightly 
while his hitting prowess has grown. His future appears 
to be at DH or 1B, even with Steve Lomasney, a top 
prospect, still a year or two away. —Michael Silverman 


Cleveland 
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NAGY INJURY: RHP Charles Nagy's 
status still is unclear after surgery in 
May to remove a bone chip. Nagy 
tried to come back too soon. He 
made three starts in September but 
allowed 15 runs in 10% innings. Additional surgery is 
a possibility. ... The club might pick up CF Kenny 
Lofton’s option after he batted .318 over the last 53 
games of the season. It is likely to pick up the options 
on RHP Paul Shuey and LHP Ricardo Rincon. They 
will become free agents only if the team doesn't tender 
them contracts by December 20. Shuey is slated to be 
the main setup man for closer Bob Wickman. Rincon 
pitched well in September after missing three months 
because of elbow surgery in June. 


CATCHERS ANALYSIS: A hamstring injury sent Sandy 
Alomar Jr. to the D.L. for the eighth time in his career 
last season, but he played in 97 games—60 more than 
in 1999—and batted .289 with seven homers and 42 
RBIs. The Indians were 53-40 when Alomar started, 
and though he threw out only 21 of 96 runners trying 
to steal, that was mostly because Indians pitchers are 
among the worst in baseball at holding men on base. 
There isn’t much drop-off between Alomar and backup 
Einar Diaz, who batted .272 with four homers and 25 
RBIs in 75 games. The pitchers are gaining confidence 
in Diaz’s ability to call a game. Like Alomar, Diaz does 
a good job blocking balls in the dirt. —Steve Herrick 
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103) of baserunners. The 


extension as the team committed to him starting at third base in 
2001. Despite speculation Ripken might be used more in a first 
base/designated hitter role, G.M. Syd Thrift says the team is not in 
the market for a long-term backup, and Ripken is projected to play 
about 140 games at third. ... RHP Mike Mussina has filed for free agency. Although 
other teams cannot discuss contract terms until after Friday, as many as 10 are 
believed to be interested. Speculation is Mussina could command a contract similar to 
Kevin Brown's seven-year, $105 million deal in ‘98. Thrift says the team will wait for 


Mussina to test the market before deciding if it can match his highest offer. ... The 


NO MORE NOMO: The decision not to 
pick up RHP Hideo Nomo’s option 
shows the team is serious about 
making pitching a priority in 
spacious Comerica Park. Nomo had 
a disappointing year, allowing 89 walks and 31 homers 
in 190 innings. Erratic control is even less excusable at 
Comerica, where pitchers don’t have to be as fine 
because mistakes don't necessarily turn into homers. 
The team figures it may be able to replace Nomo with 
a pitcher who can put up better numbers at a lower 
price. One option is free-agent RHP Pat Hentgen, a 
Detroit native who won 15 games for St. Louis in 
2000 but was streaky and is prone to allowing homers. 


CATCHERS ANALYSIS: This is probably the team’s deepest 
position, and the talent could come in handy if a trade 
materializes, Starter Brad Ausmus is a safe bet to return. 
He’s a top defensive catcher and a fair hitter, albeit 
with little power. The team likes his receiving skills and 
intangibles so much that backup Robert Fick hasn't had 
much of a chance to develop. Fick's first full year in the 
majors was interrupted by a separated shoulder. He hit 
well in the minors but hasn't gotten enough at-bats in 
the majors to show what he can do. Brandon Inge is 
one of the team’s top prospects. He is a switch hitter 
who can drive the ball into the gaps and has an 
exceptional arm and quick release. Javier Cardona is 
another minor leaguer with potential. —Reid Creager 
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team wants a power hitter to team with OF Albert Belle in the middle of the lineup. 


CATCHERS ANALYSIS: Brook Fordyce is in place as starter and Greg Myers as backup. 
Both are signed through the 2001, yet with prospect Fernando Lunar close to being 
ready, Myers is a candidate to be traded. Fordyce surprised the team with his bat— 
hitting .322 with nine homers in 53 games—and is a career .282 hitter. Although he 
has been praised for his pitch-calling ability and his handling of the pitching staff, 
Fordyce has a below-average arm, and his defense needs work. Myers must prove 
himself healthy enough to catch 50 games, or the team could bring up Lunar, a — 
superb catch-and-throw defensive player who is learning as a hitter. —Dawve Sheinin 


MAKING A PITCH: Before heading off 
to his first general managers’ 
meetings, Kenny Williams placed a 
call to C Charles Johnson's agent. 
There is no question the team 
would love to keep Johnson. After coming over in a 


: July trade from the Orioles, Johnson hit .326 with 10 


home runs and 36 RBIs in 44 games. The team is 
more than willing to increase its budget for 2001, but 
the free agent may be looking for a long-term deal that 
pays $10 million per year. Since DH Frank Thomas’ 
salary jumps from $7 million to $10 million next year, 
it’s not likely the team will be able to afford Johnson. 


CATCHERS ANALYSIS: Shoring up this spot figures to be 
the team’s top priority this winter. Should Johnson 
depart, the team would be left with Mark Johnson and 
Josh Paul. Mark Johnson has been the primary backup 
the last two seasons. He is a career .219 hitter and his 
defense is average at best. Paul is a better long-term 
prospect, but he has only 89 big-league at-bats and 
probably isn’t ready to be the starting catcher. His 
defensive skills need a lot of polish and he hasn't 
shown much power. Paul is playing winter ball in 
Puerto Rico and a big spring could elevate him to the 
No. 1 job. But Williams already has said he won't rush 
young players. Should Charles Johnson leave, Williams 
likely will try to acquire a marginal veteran to plug the 
hole and wait for Paul to fully develop. —Scot Gregor 


IMPASSE: The team is playing 
hardball with 1B Mike Sweeney, 
offering a three-year deal that 
averages about $5 million a year. 
Sweeney, who made $2.4 million 


: while batting .333 and driving in a franchise-record 


144 runs, might be able to command that through the 


: arbitration process alone next year. The team seems to 
: be in no hurry to strike a deal because Sweeney isn't 


eligible for free agency until after 2002. So the two 


sides sit in awkward silence. Sweeney hasn't formally 
: rejected the offer; he simply has ignored it. ... The team 
: is in desperate need of a closer and may drudge up a 


familiar name to fill that role. RHP Tom Gordon, who 
missed 2000 after undergoing elbow surgery, has 
drawn interest. Because the Red Sox failed to exercise 
the option on his contract, Gordon is a free agent. 


CATCHERS ANALYSIS: One of the few positions that needs 
a dramatic upgrade—catchers hit .278 with 73 RBIs— 
the team already has told Jorge Fabregas, 30, it wants 
to go in a “long-term” direction. Gregg Zaun, who 


: caught 83 games for the Royals, is eligible for 

: arbitration and hasn't been ruled out, but he'd be a 

: backup. Minor leaguer Hector Ortiz got an audition this 
: season and hit .386 in 26 games. The team also has 

: prospect Paul Phillips, but there are questions about his 
: durability. Jason Kendall has come up in trade talks, 

* but he seems well out of the price range. —Steve Rock 


back this year’s roster after raises were bestowed on RHP Brad 
Radke and SS Cristian Guzman. Some of what's left will go to arbitration-eligible 
players OF Matt Lawton, 1B/3B Ron Coomer, LHP Eric Milton and RHP LaTroy 
Hawkins. Ryan's priority is finding a power hitter, preferably righthanded. ... 
RHPs Willie Martinez and John Sneed were claimed off waivers from Cleveland and 
Philadelphia. Martinez, 22, who went 8-5 with a 4.46 ERA at Class AAA, might have 
a shot next season. Sneed, 24, has a live arm, but his off-speed pitches need work. 


CATCHERS ANALYSIS: Ryan would like to add a veteran. If he can't get one, A.J. 
Pierzynski (.307, 2 HR, 11 RBIs in 33 games) has the inside track. There have been 
concerns about his defense and bat speed, but Pierzynski appears to have improved 
in both areas, and the alternatives are not great. Matt LeCroy has power and several 
defensive deficiencies. Chad Moeller can play defense but hit .211. Javier Valentin 
batted .357 with seven homers and 35 RBIs but has knee problems, and manager 
Tom Kelly wasn't impressed by his attitude or handling of pitchers. —Dennis Brackin 


KEEP CONE, DROP O'NEILL: The team could sign RF Paul O'Neill out 
of loyalty and worry later where his at-bats will come from, but 
that seems silly. It makes more sense to cut its ties with O’Neill and 
go with Shane Spencer in left and free agent Manny Ramirez in 
right. It also makes sense to re-sign RHP David Cone, even though 
he had a dreadful 2000. The Yankees, with three starting pitchers, could acquire one 
other starter (RHP Mike Mussina, RHP Darren Dreifort or RHP Pedro Astascio, for 
example) and sign Cone to a very low salary base with incentives. 


CATCHERS ANALYSIS: Big Gulp-sized kudos to C Jorge Posada, who obliterated his 
cabal of doubters with an All-Star season. His offense became so valuable that he 
started eight games at first base and three games at designated hitter. But the more 
important development for Posada was his ability to work with his pitchers. Posada, 
29, also showed off his rifle right arm more often, and he became much better at 
blocking pitches that bounced before they reached the plate. Moreover, his plate- 
blocking abilities during plays at home—once a sore spot—showed marked 
improvement. Posada started too many games for the Yankees’ tastes. Backup C Chris 
Turner performed capably, but the club will search for a more experienced No. 2 guy. 
There's no one in the farm system ready to take over. —Ken Davidoff 


CORRECTIVE ACTION: RHP T.J. 
Mathews, whose 6.03 ERA was the 
highest among A.L. relievers, may 
have corrected a flaw in his delivery 
during a rehab assignment at Class 
AAA Sacramento. A.J. Hinch, Sacramento’s catcher and 
a former A’s starter, noticed that Mathews was “flying 
open” during his delivery, which resulted in his 
hanging sliders and an inability to throw the fastball 
inside. After working with Hinch, Mathews returned to 
Oakland and had six scoreless outings in September. ... 
SS Miguel Tejada is a superstar in the making, but the 
organization also is high on two other young 
shortstops, Freddy Bynum and Angel Berroa, who were 
impressive in the instructional league. 


CATCHERS ANALYSIS: Ramon Hernandez, 24, is expected 
to be the starter for years to come. He has improved 
defensively, is agile and blocks the plate well. He has a 
strong arm, and once he corrects a hitch in his motion 
and becomes consistent in his footwork, he is expected 
to be more than adequate at throwing out baserunners. 
Although he struggled some at the plate this season, he 
has some power and demonstrated an ability to drive 
in runners in scoring position. Although the team is 
high on Hernandez, it still might attempt to acquire a 
veteran starter in the offseason. Backup Sal Fasano saw 
little action last season and has yet to demonstrate he 
can hit at the big-league level. —Susan Slusser 
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A FLURRY OF MOVES: The re-signing 
of manager Lou Piniella to a three- 
year deal convinced DH Edgar 
Martinez to return next season. The 
club also picked up the option year 
in the contract of OF Stan Javier, and 2B Mark 


McLemore's option was renewed automatically because 


of a plate-appearance clause, Those moves meant the 
team would still have two of its top three hitters, 


Martinez and 1B John Olerud, and allowed it to keep a” 


deep bench with Javier and McLemore. ... OF Rickey 
Henderson and RHP Jose Mesa were bought out of 
their option seasons. Their exits mean that the team 


will pursue a more productive left fielder and a veteran ; 


middle reliever with a lower ERA (and salary). 


CATCHERS ANALYSIS: Both Dan Wilson and Chris Widger 
are adequate defensively, but it’s not a certainty that 
either player will be the regular catcher next season. 
Wilson hasn't been an impact hitter since his All-Star 
season in 1996. Widger has an uninspiring .242 
career average but has more power than Wilson. It’s 
likely the team will try to keep free agent Tom 
Lampkin, a lefthanded hitter coming off elbow surgery. 


He probably won't be ready by opening day but can be 


a major factor over a long season. Joe Oliver also may 
be in the mix, but he’s 35. The club loves minor 
leaguer Ryan Christianson, but he could be two years 
away from the majors. —Larry LaRue 


RIGHT FIELDER NEEDED: Tampa Bay's 
top priority in the offseason will be 
finding a starting right fielder. Jose 
Guillen, who lacks discipline at the 
plate, did little in 2000 to win the 
job, and Steve Cox is not the answer. Cox ranked 
among rookie leaders in several offensive categories 
and will have a place on the team, but he’s not suited 
for the outfield. The team would like to get him back 
to either first base or designated hitter, where his 
future is. The Devil Rays need more power and run 
production from the right field spot. The club will seek 
a free agent, but who that player might be isn’t clear. 


CATCHERS ANALYSIS: In 1999, the team had perhaps the 
best catching tandem in the A.L. in starter John 
Flaherty and backup Mike DiFelice. Both took a step 
backward offensively and defensively in 2000. Both 
have strong throwing arms, but the number of runners 
thrown out declined. Flaherty has always been the 
starter, but manager Larry Rothschild displayed a 
tendency to go with the hot hand more in 2000 than 
he has in the past. Flaherty is a very knowledgeable 
player who could have a future as a manager when his 
playing career is over. DiFelice is one of the most 
intense players on the team. The organization has a 
good prospect in Toby Hall, who spent the final month 
of 2000 in the majors. Hall may give the organization 
some options as a backup, —Chris Anderson 


WEARING OUT: It appears less likely 
RHP John Wetteland will be back 
next season. Wetteland, who didn't 
pitch in the final 10 days because of 
a back injury that got progressively 
worse, filed for free agency. That's not the only hurdle. 
Neither side is certain if Wetteland’s back will be 
healthy enough to stand a full season. Neither side will 
discuss the injury, which is never a good sign. Partly 
because of the injury and because of age, the velocity 
on Wetteland’s fastball dropped precipitously. He blew 
nine saves in 2000, and his ERA rose to 4.20—his 
highest ERA since he became a closer. 


CATCHERS ANALYSIS: If both Ivan Rodriguez and Bill 
Haselman are healthy, the Rangers have the league's 
deepest tandem. Rodriguez's offense has continually 
improved, and his ability to throw out runners has 
helped him win seven consecutive Gold Gloves—and he 
might win an eighth even though he missed 70 games. 
Yet his defense and handling of pitchers seem to move 
backward as the years progress. Rodriguez has never 
been a great game-caller, and his interest in improving 
seems to decrease. The only good thing about 
Rodriguez's injury was it allowed Haselman to work 
with the young pitchers, That LHP Doug Davis and 
RHP Ryan Glynn made significant strides in the final 
weeks could be attributed to Haselman. He still can 
help a team offensively as a spot starter. —Evan Grant 


THE ASH PLAN: G.M. Gord Ash is 
looking to make “one strategic 
signing and one strategic trade.” The 
team needs either a shortstop or a 
third baseman, bullpen help and at 
least one starting pitcher. With SS Alex Gonzalez 
unresponsive to offers, the club is drawing up options. 
One possibility is trading for Padres 3B Phil Nevin and 
moving Tony Batista back to shortstop. ... The team 
became too dependent on the home run last season, 
which led to too many strikeouts and too few walks. 
New manager Buck Martinez, a former player who 
now will try to cross the bridge from broadcast booth 
to dugout, believes he can motivate the team to lay 
down bunts, advance runners and play sound defense. 


CATCHERS ANALYSIS: Darrin Fletcher, a lefthanded hitter 
who set career highs in batting average (.320) and 
homers (20) last season, is the No. 1 guy. He 
compensates for a mediocre arm with good accuracy, a 
strong knowledge of hitters and an easy-going manner 
with the pitchers. The team is looking for a backup 
who could start 45-60 games and keep Fletcher, 34, 
fresh. In the running will be Todd Greene, once the 
Angels’ catcher of the future. Shoulder surgery affected 
Greene's throwing, but his arm looked healthy when he 
played a utility role for the Jays last season. He could 
make one or two starts a week at catcher and be used 
as an outfielder and designated hitter. —7om Maloney 


OBVIOUS CHOICE: It came as little 
surprise that Bob Brenly was named 
manager. Managing general partner 
Jerry Colangelo wanted a lighter 

: mood in the clubhouse, and Brenly 
promised to be a “facilitating” manager who stays out 
of other areas of the organization. Players welcomed 
the hire, but the record of first-time managers isn’t 
great. A rookie manager has taken over at the start of a 
season 20 times since 1990 (not including expansion 
teams), and one took his team to the playoffs (Larry 
Dierker, '97 Astros). ... RHP Mike Morgan is 41, but the 
team apparently agrees with his contention that he is “a 
31 year old at heart,” signing him to a one-year, 
$700,000 deal. Morgan, 139-185 in his career, has 
played for 12 teams, a North Amencan pro sports record. 


CATCHERS ANALYSIS: Despite their anonymity, Damian 
Miller and Kelly Stinnett have served the team well. 
Miller is a line-drive hitter; Stinnett has power 
potential. Both throw well—Miller uses a quick release, 
and Stinnett has a strong arm. But with Miller the likely 
starter for 2001, Stinnett, who is eligible for arbitration, 
could be traded. That might leave Rod Barajas as the 
backup. Undrafted in 1996, Barajas has had a decent 
minor league career. He calls a good game and seems 
capable defensively. A long shot is Brad Cresse, drafted 
out of LSU last year, but he isn’t expected to compete 
for a big-league job until 2002. —Ed Price 
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MAKING ROOM FOR A-ROD: The team is expected to dive into the 
Alex Rodriguez sweepstakes. By eliminating the salaries of Andres 
Galarraga, Reggie Sanders, Wally Joyner and Walt Weiss, it could 
clear enough money for a down payment on a contract that would 
make Seattle’s free-agent shortstop the highest-paid player in 
history. If Rodriguez joins the team, SS Rafael Furcal would move to second, and 

2B Quilvio Veras likely would be traded. ... Among other changes the team is 
considering are moving Chipper Jones to the outfield, installing rookie Wes Helms at 
third and signing Cubs free-agent 1B Mark Grace. Helms convinced the club he’s 
ready by hitting .288 with 20 homers and 88 RBIs at Class AAA Richmond, 


CATCHERS ANALYSIS: Javy Lopez recovered from knee surgery and posted solid _ 
numbers (24 homers, 89 RBIs in 134 games), but his throwing was disappointing. He 
was hampered throughout the first half of the season by discomfort in his knee, which 
affected his throwing and his approach to the plate. Look for Lopez to bounce back in 
2001 with better numbers offensively and defensively, although he probably will be 
limited to about 135 games. Backup Eddie Perez or Paul Bako will get the remaining 
playing time. Perez missed most of the 2000 season after having rotator cuff surgery. 


heading into the winter meetings: 1) Improving the starting 
pitching; and 2) adding an everyday third baseman. The team likely 
will look at the free-agent list for pitching, with Darren Dreifort, 
Jason Bere, Mike Hampton and Denny Neagle being mentioned. The 
payroll is expected to increase only slightly from last year’s $60.5 million, so Hampton 
and Dreifort likely are out of range. With the free-agent crop thin at third, a trade ts the 
best option. The bait could be LHP Felix Heredia and RHP Kyle Farnsworth. ... If the 
team doesn't re-sign Mark Grace, it also will need a first baseman. But that position is 
down on the priority list because the system has depth. 


CATCHERS ANALYSIS: Catching was a bright spot in 2000, and it could be even 
stronger in 2001, provided the team finds the right complement to Joe Girardi. 
Girardi was solid behind the plate, handling pitchers well and throwing out 25-of-88 
potential basestealers. He hit .278 with six homers and 40 RBIs. Power-hitting free 
agent Todd Hundley is an intriguing option. He and Girardi could share time behind 
the plate, with Hundley moving to first on the days Girardi catches. But that could get 
complicated if Grace re-signs or if the team obtains a big-name first baseman. The 
club's top catching prospect, Jeff Goldbach, is at least two years away. —Bruce Miles 


Bako played well defensively but didn’t offer much offensive help. —Bill Zack 


WILL BOONE GET RESPECT? The first 
and most difficult job for new 
manager Bob Boone will be earning 
the players’ respect, and not merely 
because of his paltry salary. He will 
be seen as, at best, the fourth choice after third base 
coach Ron Gester, who wanted more money; Lou 
Piniella, who was out of Cincinnati's financial league; 
and Willie Randolph, the Yankees’ third base coach who 
was offered the job before Oester and declined. ... 

OF Brady Clark, who hit .304 in Class AAA and .273 
during a late-season stint with the Reds, was batting 
.318 in the Arizona Fall League. A righthanded batter, 
Clark could battle lefty D.T. Cromer for a backup spot. 


CATCHERS ANALYSIS: G.M. Jim Bowden mildly surprised 
observers by picking up the $1.8 million option on 

C Eddie Taubensee, 32. Bowden is confident 
Taubensee, a lefthanded hitter whose bat always has 
been more respected than his glove, will fully recover 
from back surgery and regain the form he displayed in 
1999 (.311, 21 HRs, 87 RBIs). The Reds got an 
extended look at catcher-in-waiting Jason LaRue, who 
was expected to make the team last spring before 
Cincinnati signed Benito Santiago. Defense is LaRue’s 
priority, and it showed in the performance of Reds 
pitchers, though he threw out a lower percentage of 
would-be stealers. The Reds appear to be setting up a 
LaRue-Taubensee tandem. —Mark Schmetzer 


ROGER OUT? The player most likely 
to be traded appears to be 

OF Roger Cedeno, whose 
basestealing and speed aren't as 
prized because of the power-hitting 
advantages of Enron Field. Cedeno also hasn't gotten 
along with manager Larry Dierker. The Brewers 
reportedly covet Cedeno and have dangled reliever 
Valerio De Los Santos, a lefty the Astros could use. But 
the Astros would want more. The likely destination for 
Cedeno is Detroit, which wants a speedy leadoff man. 
.. The third base experiment with Keith Ginter in the 
Arizona Fall League is off for the moment. Ginter, the 
organization's minor league player of the year as a 
Class AA second baseman, was having hitting problems 
while working on the defensive switch. 


CATCHERS ANALYSIS: The position is a definite plus 
because Mitch Meluskey and Tony Eusebio are good 
hitters. Meluskey, a switch hitter, is the present and 
future for the club at catcher after a productive year 
(.300, 14 homers, 69 RBIs). But the team has let him 
know that he needs to improve defensively. The Astros 
feel Eusebio is the best backup catcher in the league. 
The primary problem for Eusebio, a strong pinch 
hitter, is gaining weight when he doesn't play much. 
Raul Chavez, who is scheduled to return to Class AAA, 
has the best arm and plays the best defense among 
Astros catchers. But he is far from being able to hit 
major league pitching. —Jim Carley 
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Colorad 


OUTFIELD OPTIONS: With OF Jeffrey 
Hammonds a free agent, the Rockies 
are considering several options for 
filling their need for a nghthanded 
power bat between lefthanded 
hitters Larry Walker and Todd Helton. One of those may 
be OF Sammy Sosa. Rockies G.M. Dan 0’Dowd met 
with Cubs G.M. Andy MacPhail during the World Series 
and told MacPhail if an extension can’t be worked out 
with Sosa, the Rockies would be interested. Another 
option is free agent and former Rockie Ellis Burks, who 
has become highly productive as a 100-game-a-year 
player and would complement OF Todd Hollandsworth, 
who just re-signed and could start in center, left or 
come off the bench. The club also is looking into the 
idea of trading for the Royals’ Johnny Damon. 


CATCHERS ANALYSIS: The Rockies have good 
complements in veteran Brent Mayne and future star 
Ben Petrick. Mayne is a lefthanded batter who can hit 
for average and is known for his defense. Petrick is a 
righthanded hitter with pop who is primarily an 
offensive player. Mayne has a quick release and an 
accurate, if low-velocity, arm. Petrick is a work in 
progress but has shown improvement. Manager Buddy 
Bell swears by Petrick defensively, though some scouts 
say he needs more work receiving and throwing. In the 
farm system, Jeff Winchester is an offensive force who 
is still two years away from the majors. —Mike Klis 


Los Angeles 


OPEN LINES: New manager Jim 
Tracy, who has no major league 
managerial experience, says he will 
focus on improving the attitude of 
the team. The bench coach for the 
past two years, Tracy plans to emphasize 
communication, execution and team goals. Batting 
coach Rick Down, the other finalist, was the players’ 
choice because they said Down communicates well. In 
confronting players, Down led them to believe he 
would have run a tighter ship than former manager 
Davey Johnson. Players said they aren't sure Tracy 
would be the same because he did not display that 
characteristic under Johnson. Tracy says he will rely on 
senior vice president Tom Lasorda, increasing his role. 
Lasorda strongly endorsed Tracy for the job. As for the 
staff, Down, bullpen coach Rick Dempsey and pitching 
coach Claude Osteen are not expected to return. 


CATCHERS ANALYSIS: The club does not plan to re-sign 
free agent and productive starter Todd Hundley, 
creating a hole in the batting order and clubhouse. 
Many in the organization think a combination of Chad 
Kreuter, Hundley’s backup, and Paul LoDuca, who has 
bounced between Los Angeles and Class AAA the past 
three seasons, will be good enough. Kreuter, 
considered instrumental in Chan Ho Park's 
breakthrough season, was rewarded with a $2.3 million 
extension. Angel Pena, once considered the catcher of 
the future, is not in the club's plans. —/ason Reid 


LIFE WITHOUT ALEX: Speculation is the 
Marlins are preparing to play the 
2001 season without RHP Alex 
Fernandez. Fernandez has said he 
hopes to return by May or June, but 
indications are his chances of returning next year are 
slim after undergoing a second shoulder surgery in 
three years. The Marlins fared surprisingly well in his 
absence, thanks to RHPs Ryan Dempster and Chuck 
Smith, a rookie. They'll figure into next year’s rotation, 
along with RHPs A.J. Burnett and Brad Penny. If he 
isn’t traded, LHP Jesus Sanchez will get the fifth spot. 


CATCHERS ANALYSIS: Catcher is the biggest question the 
team faces. Ramon Castro is young (24) and talented, 
but he hasn’t blossomed into a power-hitting catcher as 
Florida had hoped. He is a solid catcher with a strong 
arm and loads of offensive potential. Though the 
Marlins are not convinced he is the answer, they aren't 
giving up on him. There has been wishful thinking 
about snagging free-agent hometown hero and former 
Marlin Charles Johnson, but the penny-pinching 
Marlins will stick with Castro. Castro will get solid 
mentoring from backup Mike Redmond, who 
contributed to the offensive woes but provides 
leadership for the pitching staff. Regardless of what 
happens to Castro, light-hitting Redmond will return, 
Redmond will start against lefthanded pitchers and 
serve as Dempster’s personal catcher. —/oe Capozzi 


HOT STOVE: Trade talks involving RF 
Jeromy Burnitz are heating up. The 
Brewers have shown interest in San 
Diego 3B Phil Nevin, Bosion CF Carl 
Everett and Kansas City OF Johnny 
Damon. G.M. Dean Taylor said last week he was still 
interested in keeping Burnitz, but the club may want to 
move him now, before he becomes a free agent at the 
end of the 2001 season. ... In the last two months of 
the year, RHP Curtis Leskanic had a dominating slider. 
No closer was more effective in August and September. 
His dominance paid off, as the club exercised the 
option on his contract. Leskanic will earn $1.6 million 
in 2001, an affordable sum for a closer of his caliber. 


CATCHERS ANALYSIS: Henry Blanco won't provide much 
offense, but that doesn’t bother the team because he 
has one of the strongest, most accurate arms in the 
game. Manager Davey Lopes is convinced Blanco is the 
best defensive catcher in the N.L. Few run on Blanco 
because of his quick release and excellent footwork in 
the catcher's box. He is almost always in perfect 
throwing position before he receives a pitch. When the 
team needs an offensive lift at catcher, Raul Casanova 
fits the bill. Once a hot prospect in the minors, 
Casanova proved he could hit in the big leagues last 
season. He showed power from both sides of the plate 
and delivered a few clutch hits. He's an average 
receiver, but the club likes his bat and durability. Kevin 
Brown provides depth at Class AAA. —Enunett Prosser 


upgrade on Peter Bergeron or Bradley. 


CATCHERS ANALYSIS: Michael Barrett spent good chunks of the season at Class AAA, 
starting behind the plate, or on the bench. It’s no wonder he fell into a seasonlong 
sophomore batting slump; he battled an arm injury, too. Yet only the Marlins had 
worse overall offensive production from the position. The fivesome of Barrett, Brian 
Schneider, Lenny Webster, Charlie O’Brien (19 at-bats) and young Yohanny Valera 
(hitless in 10 at-bats) combined for two home runs and 41 RBIs—in 496 combined 
at-bats. Some of the young pitchers suffered at the hands of the musical chairs being 
played; only when the light-hitting Webster got a rare start did there appear to be 
stability. The club has talked of acquiring a veteran, but it seems apparent it will go 
with Barrett and Schneider, both 24 this month. —Stephanie Myles 


BOWA'S TIES: New manager Larry 
Bowa’s intensity and deep ties to the 
organization, combined with his 
ability to put aside several festering 
resentments directed at former 
team president Bill Giles, made him an exciting choice. 
He'll certainly pump some life into a franchise that has 
seen its fan base gradually erode. Bowa received a two- 
year contract with a club option for 2003. Senior 
adviser Dallas Green, Bowa’s 1980 manager, played a 
major role in hiring Bowa. G.M. Ed Wade was 
enamored with Bowa’s intensity, which included a 
pledge to eat, drink and sleep baseball. 


CATCHERS ANALYSIS: The team is as strong as any club 
in the National League at catcher. Former manager 
Terry Francona considered C Mike Lieberthal the best 
all-around player in the league. He's not going to hit 
40 home runs a season like Mike Piazza, but his 
defense is far superior to Piazza’s. If he has one glaring 
weakness, it’s his plate blocking and fielding of outfield 
throws in time to make a play. His handling of a 
pitching staff has improved dramatically over the last 
four seasons. Gary Bennett, 28, is the backup. Bennett 
has paid his dues and deserves another shot. He is a 
solid offensive performer at the bottom of a lineup, and 
his toughness should be very attractive to Bowa. 
Several organizational insiders consider Bennett the 
best defensive backstop in the system. —Chris Edwards 


St. Louis 
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THE REAL REAMES: Part of the 
Cardinals’ offseason focus will be to 
determine if impressive rookie 

RHP Britt Reames will be a starter 
or reliever next year. It appears the 
club may need more help in the bullpen, especially if 
RHP Matt Morris emerges as a starter, as many expect. 
.. The club picked up a $900,000 option for 2001 on 
C Mike Matheny but not the $6.5 million option on Pat 
Hentgen’s contract, nor lesser options on injured 
lefthanded relievers Jesse Orosco and Scott Radinsky. 
G.M. Walt Jocketty indicated he might like to re-sign 
either Radinsky or Orosco because the club has just 
one veteran lefthander in the bullpen, Jason 
Christiansen, who had surgery to repair his rotator cuff. 
.. RHP Andy Benes had cartilage problems taken care 
of in his right knee. ... C Carlos Hernandez still has not 
had the herniated disks in his back taken care of. ... 
Jocketty was given a new contract—for four years. 


CATCHERS ANALYSIS: If Matheny, whom the starters like, 
is recovered from his hunting-knife accident, he will 
return as the No. 1 catcher. Hernandez is a serviceable 
backup but probably will have surgery and may not be 
ready at the start of spring. The catcher of the future, 
Eli Marrero, is still just that. He hasn’t caught on to the 
nuances of handling a staff and hasn't hit with the 
expected authority. He does possess a speed-power 
combination that makes him appealing as a backup 
elsewhere—perhaps left field. —Rick Hummel 


RUMORS FLYING: In addition to actively putting OF Milton Bradley, 
RHP Dustin Hermanson and perhaps even pinch hitter/OF Wilton 
Guerrero on the market, the most intriguing rumor came from the 
Blue Jays, who are interested in SS Orlando Cabrera. In return, 
there was talk of getting OF Jose Cruz Jr., a player the club has 
long coveted. Cruz, a switch hitter who had 31 homers last season but struggled the 
previous two years, is 26 and still waiting to blossom. He would be an immediate 


WE LIKE MIKE: The team’s No. 1 priority is to re-sign LHP Mike 
Hampton. If Hampton leaves, the Mets either have to chase an 
existing free agent such as Mike Mussina, Darren Dreifort or 
perhaps Denny Neagle or get creative in a trade. They need 
another ace to team with Al Leiter to get back to the World Series. 
.. Expect RHP Rick Reed and RHP Turk Wendell to re-sign, but LHP John Franco may 
not be a slam-dunk signing—especially if a contender such as Atlanta or Cleveland 
makes him an offer. ... SS Rey Ordonez is under contract through 2003, but the idea 


of adding free agent Alex Rodriguez is intriguing. If the Mets could add Rodriguez's 


TIME TO DEAL? G.M. Kevin Towers 
says he may have to trade 3B Phil 
Nevin to get a top shortstop prospect 
and a top corner outfielder, who 
also could be a prospect. Nevin’s 
trade value may never be higher. Though he had the 
most errors and the worst fielding percentage of any 
N.L. third baseman in 2000, Nevin can play left and 
right field and first base in addition to third. He also 
led the Padres in home runs (31) and RBIs (107) in 
2000. Getting the Yankees interested in Nevin, 29, 
would seem crucial. The Padres have repeatedly tried 
to obtain Yankees prospect Alfonso Soriano, a 
shortstop/outfield candidate, and they also like 
D’Angelo Jimenez, a potentially stellar shortstop. 


CATCHERS ANALYSIS: Ben Davis, who will turn 24 in 
March, will be given every chance to become the 
mainstay—provided the club doesn’t trade him. Davis, a 
switch hitter, was offered to the Diamondbacks last 
offseason and to the Pirates in July. Injuries and time in 
the minors limited Davis to 130 at-bats. Defensively, 
Davis was pretty good_last year, but he hasn't yet lived 
up to the high projections made by Towers and 
manager Bruce Bochy, a former catcher. Wiki Gonzalez, 
who will be 27 in May, outproduced Davis for the 
second straight year. His throwing skills are above 
average, and he's got some power. But he showed 
inconsistency the more he played. He may need to 
build up his strength and mature a little. —Tom Krasovic 
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bat to the middle of the lineup, the young, inexpensive outfield could be kept intact. 


CATCHERS ANALYSIS: It’s fair to speculate that 2001 could be the last year Mike Piazza 
stays behind the plate. At 32, he still feels good enough to catch 125 games. He says 
he loves the feeling of working with a pitcher, getting him through a game and 
contributing in every inning. His game-calling skills are vastly underrated. He remains 
below average at throwing out runners, but he is fearless at blocking the plate. And 
he is one of the game's most feared righthanded hitters. The team has a trusted 
defensive backup and power threat in Todd Pratt. At Class AAA, Vance Wilson is a 
fine defensive catcher with power and is regarded as a future starter. —Pete Caldera 


REDUCED FIELD: The right-field derby 
got a little less crowded with the 
sale of Alex Ramirez to a Japanese 
team. Ramirez didn’t hit well and 
had some costly misadventures in 
the field after coming from Cleveland in the Wil 
Cordero trade. The team has Emil Brown and Chad 
Hermansen, players with similar skills who can 
compete for a platoon role in right. ... The team needs 
rotation help, but it’s not likely it will be able to make a 
significant trade, particularly if C Jason Kendall signs a 
contract extension. The players it would have available 
to trade wouldn't bring a first-rate starter in return. To 
complete such a deal, it would have to trade someone 
such as OF Brian Giles, and that isn’t going to happen. 


CATCHERS ANALYSIS: If Kendall re-signs, this becomes 


; “the club’s most solid position. Kendall can start 140 


games a season, hits for a good average and is an 
effective basestealer. He’s more of a table setter than 
an RBI guy. He's OK defensively but is prone to 
throwing slumps. Backup Keith Osik is the ideal 
complement. He worked out some problems with his 
swing and was productive in a part-time role last 
season. Osik is versatile. He can play just about 
anywhere in the infield and would be a good 
utilityman if he weren't the reserve catcher. The best 
long-range prospect is J.R. House, a 1999 draft pick 


: who had a monster season in Class A. —John Mehno 


San Francisco 
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HITTER NEEDED? The surprising news 
that OF Armando Rios underwent 
reconstructive elbow surgery on his 
throwing arm may affect personnel 
decisions this winter. Rios was 
manager Dusty Baker's top power hitter off the bench 
and started most of the games in right field when Ellis 
Burks was given a day off. Although the medical staff 
says Rios will be ready for opening day, it can’t be 
sure. So finding another outfielder or lefthanded hitter 
off the bench may be a bigger priority, especially with 
the uncertainty over free agent Burks’ return. ... The 
team is hopeful a back operation performed on 

RHP John Johnstone last week will enable the reliever 
to return to his 1999 form. Nevertheless, it’s uncertain 
when Johnstone might be ready to pitch again. That 
means the club likely will be forced to look for another 
righthanded reliever, though not as.a setup man—Felix 
Rodriguez has won that job. Free agent RHP Doug 
Henry may be asked to return. . 


CATCHERS ANALYSIS: The platoon of Doug Mirabelli and 
Bobby Estalella, both righthanded hitters, is one that 
lacks offensive production but provides excellent 
defense. Given how inexpensive both players are, and 
given that other needs seem more pressing, it is 
unlikely management will do anything this winter to 
alter the setup. But if another team is looking to deal 
for a defensive catcher, G.M. Brian Sabean could be 
interested in talking. —Henry Schulman 
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labama coach Mark Gottfried will say nice 
things about gifted Crimson Tide forward 


aed 

= Gerald Wallace, but not extravagant things. 
= This is not the time to celebrate a freshman. 
5 The time to celebrate is when he signs his letter of 
= intent and later when he learns how to play. 

7 By the time the first game of the sage 
—_ basketball season arrives, a majority of fans wer 
= to hear as much as they can about the talente 
= freshmen they’ve yet to see on the floor. And 

as little as 


nearly every coach wants to talk 


\ 
a 
5 
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Is it one-and-done for Wallace 
The questions swirl around a 
on getting as much as they can 


Mike DeCourcy 
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possible about the freshmen they've watched 
making—what else?—freshman mistakes. 

These are the kind of mistakes that are cured 
with time. 

But who has time? 

Gottfried was fortunate Wallace, a 6-7 forward 
with astonishing athletic ability, did not enter last 
June’s NBA draft after his senior year at 
Childersburg (Ala.) High. It’s the same for 
Michigan State with 6-9 center Zach Randolph 
and Seton Hall with 6-9 power forward Eddie 


FOR NOW: Wallace (far left) will help Alabama’s 
scoring; Griffin's versatility will create big problems 
for Seton Hall’s foes, and Randolph (right) will be a 
major post presence for Michigan State. 


Griffin. There’s no telling whether those three will 
decide to move on from college after one season, 
two or a full four years, so a certain pressure 
develops to get as much from them as possible 
while they’re around. 

In the past five years, 10 players left major 
colleges for the draft after their freshman seasons. 
Only three made it as far as the NCAA Sweet 16 
before checking out. 


JAMIE SQUIRE/ ALLSPORT 


“I don’t really think too much about it, to be 
honest,” Gottfried says. “We've got a team to coach 
and a team to build, and he’s one of the key players, 
obviously, on this team. We have approached him 
like everyone else on the team. He's going to bring 
certain strengths and weaknesses. He's here, and 
he's very committed to helping Alabama win." 

There is a risk that these players’ college tenures 
will not last long enough to significantly improve 
their programs. Tim Thomas’ one-year run at 
Villanova helped run an experienced Wildcats 
team into a wall. With Ricky Davis as a freshman, 
[owa took a one-year detour into the NIT. 

Larry Hughes, on the other hand, lifted Saint 
Louis from a sub-.500 season to the NCAA 
second round in his one season. And, Donnell 
Harvey was an important part of Florida’s Final 
Four experience. 

Randolph could give Michigan State the best 
post scoring presence in the school’s history. Last 
year's Spartans found inside baskets by running 
plays that isolated Andre Hutson on the block, but 
Randolph can command and defeat double-teams 
on his own with his strength and skill. But as 
defending NCAA champions, the Spartans are not 
dependent on Randolph to elevate the program. 

“A couple of years ago, it would have been 
different for us,” coach Tom Izzo says. “I’m not 
saying we're there yet, but there are guys he’s got 
to beat out to start, much less to star. And I 
haven't seen him disappointed about that. 

“Who knows when certain guys are able to 
leave, or why they leave? My job is to put him in 
position where it’s his choice.” 

With Griffin, Seton Hall can become a more 
versatile offensive team. The Pirates were almost 
entirely perimeter-based last year, and that cost 
them against the best man-to-man defensive teams 
they played. Griffin is the sort of face-the-basket 
forward for whom one quick screen can create an 
immediate disaster for the defense. 

Of the three schools with the freshman phenoms, 
Alabama has the least established program, which 
means Wallace can have the greatest impact. He 
can help turn the Tide into an NCAA Tournament 
team with his energy and versatility. The team lost 
more than 15 points a game when Schea Cotton left 
after one season to enter the draft, but Wallace 
seems capable of replacing most of that production 
and increasing the team’s cohesion in the bargain. 

“Gerald is a tremendous athlete, and I think he 
needs—in his own mind—to develop confidence in 
his total game,” Gottfried says. “There’s no 
question in my mind that coming to school is the 
best thing he ever did. From a maturity standpoint 
.. most people don’t factor into the equation all the 
things you need to adjust to as an NBA player. 

“I think Gerald is having a great time. He's fit in 
immediately. I think he’s realistic about where is 
now and where he wants to be one day.” 


V Out of the clear, blue sky 


There is an incredible degree of unanimity— 
before the season starts—about which teams 


or Griffin? Maybe two D-! years for Randolph? 
number of stellar freshmen, but their coaches focus 
as quickly as they can, from their rookie celebs. 


Duke 
1999-2000: 29-5. ACC: 15-1/1st. 
Lost to Florida in NCAA East semifinal. 
Arizona 
1999-2000: 27-7. Pac-10: 13-5/T 1st. 
Lost to Wisconsin in NCAA West second round. 


x Michigan State 
1999-2000: 32-7. Big Ten: 13-3/T 1st. 


Beat Florida in NCAA final. 
Stanford 
1999-2000: 27-4. Pac-10: 15-3/T 1st. 
Lost to North Carolina in NCAA South second round. 
Maryland 
1999-2000: 25-10. ACC: 11-5/2nd. 
Lost to UCLA in NCAA Midwest second round. 
Tennessee 
1999-2000: 26-7. SEC East: 12-4/T 1st. 
Lost to North Carolina in NCAA South second round. 
Kansas 
1999-2000: 24-10. Big 12: 11-5/5th. 
Lost to Duke in NCAA East second round. 
illinois 
1999-2000: 22-10. Big Ten: 11-5/4th. 
Lost to Florida in NCAA East second round. 
Seton Hall 
1999-2000: 22-10. Big East: 10-6/T 4th. 
Lost to Oklahoma State in NCAA East semifinal. 
1. Kentucky 
1999-2000: 23-10. SEC East: 12-4/T 1st. 
Lost to Syracuse in NCAA Midwest second round. 
1 North Carolina 
1999-2000: 22-14. ACC: 9-7/7 3rd. 
Lost to Florida in NCAA national semifinal. 


| Florida 
1999-2000: 29-8, SEC: 12-4/T 1st. 
Lost to Michigan State in NCAA final. 
1 Cincinnati 
1999-2000: 29-4. C-USA American: 16-0/1'st. 
Lost to Tulsa in NCAA South second round. 


it Utah 
1999-2000: 23-9. MWC: 10-4/T 1st. 

Lost to Michigan State in NCAA Midwest second round. 
if Alabama 

1999-2000: 13-16. SEC West: 6-10/4th. 
Last NCAA appearance: 1995. 
it Wisconsin 

1999-2000: 22-14. Big Ten: 8-8/6th. 
Lost to Michigan State in NCAA national semifinal. 
it Notre Dame 

1999-2000: 22-15. Big East 8-8/T 6th. 
Lost to Wake Forest in NIT final. 


1 UCLA 
1999-2000: 21-12. PAC-10: 10-8/T 4th. 
Lost to lowa State in NCAA Midwest semifinal. 


i KS) Virginia 
1999-2000: 19-12. ACC: 9-7/T 3rd. 


Lost to Georgetown in NIT first round. 
2 Connecticut 

1999-2000: 25-10. Big East: 10-6/4th. 
Lost to Tennessee in NCAA South second round. 


2 TAS 
1999-2000: 16-14, Pac-10; 9-9/6th. 
Last NCAA appearance: 1997. 


2 Arkansas 
1999-2000: 19-15. SEC West: 7-9/3rd. 


Lost to Miami (Fla.) in NCAA South first round. 


2 Oklahoma 
1999-2000: 27-7. Big 12: 12-4/T 3rd. 


Lost to Purdue in NCAA West second round. 


2. DePaul 
1999-2000: 21-12. C-USA American: 9-3/3rd. 
Lost to Kansas in NCAA East first round. 


Pe Missouri 
1999-2000: 18-13. Big 12: 10-6/6th. 


Lost to North Carolina in NCAA South first round. 
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— STICKING AROUND: Shane appear to be legitimate Final Four contenders. Of 
<Se— Battier’s decision to stay in seven publications we examined, only 1] different 
=“ oN school for his senior year teams were ranked in the top 10, with all of those 
& ; ae \ gives Duke an edge. teams appearing in TSN’s top 11 (on page 71). 
- “ How can we all be so sure of ourselves just one 
year after Iowa State and LSU went from dreadful 
preseason projections to top-four NCAA 
so AT Tournament seeds? 

om) ; Truthfully, we're not. 

: So here are a few teams that could create 
| similar magic (and chaos) this season: 

Notre Dame. What the Cyclones and Tigers had 
in common that the Irish potentially could match 
is a singular star player (Marcus Fizer for ISU, 
Stromile Swift for LSU last season) surrounded by 
talented teammates willing to take what develops 
when opponents are consumed with or 
overwhelmed by trying to stop that guy. 

The Irish can ride Troy Murphy on offense and 
build around him, but they need to control the ball 
better and improve significantly on defense. They 
turned it over more than 17 times a game last 
season, even though they're not a speed team, and 
allowed Big East opponents to shoot .423. 

lowa. There’s been so much transition here it's 
tough to know pre- 
cisely what the Hawk- 
eyes will look like, 
but Steve Alford is 
too capable a coach 
not to make some- 


OO, thing of the assem- 
‘ 2 bled talent, and the 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


backcourt of Dean 
x + Oliver and Luke 
eae | Recker is about as 

good as anyone's. 

The key to high- 
level success will be 
the Hawkeyes’ ability 
to defend the post. 
The inside rotation 
will rely heavily on 
first-year D-I players: 
power forwards Reg- 
gie Evans and Glen 
Worley and center 
Jared Reiner. We 
know Alford can teach. Can he teach fast? 

Georgetown. Big East coaches talk with fear 
when they discuss the subject of Hoyas big man 
Lee Scruggs. He averaged just 9.0 points in Big 
East games, but he joined the team only at the end 
of December and is likely to improve with a full 
preseason of practice. With Scruggs joining Ruben 
Boumtje Boumtje, Georgetown has a powerful and 
deep front line. 

But the Hoyas will have to get better production 
and direction from their backcourt. Guard Kevin 
Braswell is talented enough to cut back on his 3.6 
turnovers a game. And no team that shoots under 
.300 from 3-point range is likely to make it big. 

Memphis. You might not know how good Tigers 
center Kelly Wise is, but that’s OK. He doesn’t 
either. Wise has the ability to dominate a game, 
but he didn’t believe that until late last year and 
only after it ceased to matter much. 

With new coach John Calipari on his tail, Wise 
could lift Memphis to a level it hasn’t experienced 
since the mid-1990s. It’s a bit soon to expect that 
much, but it's not entirely beyond the Tigers’ reach. 


Vv When bad teams happen 
to good players 


As a George Washington freshman, SirValiant 
Brown lived every player’s dream: He shot the ball 


DILIP VISHWANAT/ TSN 


lowa’s Dean Oliver 


BOB LEVERONE / TSN 


whenever he wanted. It was fun, he admits, but 
not as much as it would have been if his 738 
points resulted in an NCAA Tournament bid 
instead of a 15-15 record. 

“All that scoring is good, but I want to win,” 
Brown says. “I want to go to the NCAA 
Tournament. And I think we can do that.” 

It can be easy to overlook or underestimate 
those gifted players whose teams are unsuccessful. 
Their numbers may be dismissed because they 
don’t add up to victory; their production can be 
diminished because there’s not enough help from 
teammates. 

Dean Oliver entered last season as TSN’s No. 15 
point guard after averaging 11.9 points and 4.5 
assists and guiding Iowa to the 1999 Sweet 16. But 
when his shooting percentage dropped to .369 and 
his assists fell 4.2 per game as a junior—and the 
Hawkeyes fell to 14-16—he was left out of this 
season's top 20. It’s conceivable he played as well 
or better but was a victim of his team’s struggles. 

“You've got to have a positive attitude, and you 
have to take it as a learning experience,” says 
guard Will Solomon, who averaged 21.1 points for 
10-20 Clemson. “I learned that you work hard 
every time you step out on the floor. We didn’t feel 
sorry for ourselves; you can’t feel sorry for 
yourself in this league. If you’re down, they’re 
going to keep you down.” 

Nearly every major-conference player is used to 
winning when he arrives. So dealing with defeat 
can be a huge adjustment, one few players want to 
make. 

“I think I can do many things on the court as an 
individual, but what are the things I can do to help 
Josh Steinthal get an open shot, or stretch the 
defense so Jason Heide can go one-on-one,” says 


> * 


TEAM SPORT: Clemson wound up 10-20 last year, 
but Solomon, who had 21 ppg, was a bright spot. 


Oregon State senior Deaundra Tanner, who aver- 
aged 14.2 points and 5.1 assists for a 13-16 team. 

“When you're a point guard, the responsibility 
falls on you. If our team were Top 10, I'd be first- 
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team All-American and all that, considering the 
numbers I have. Considering that’s not so, it's not 
able to happen.” 


V High road, low road, soft road 


If there’s one argument that rages loudest 
through the course of any season, it is the one 
regarding which team plays the toughest schedule— 
and, of course, which team has the easiest path to 
March. 

So let’s start the fight right here, limiting the 
discussion only to non-conference games—the ones 
the programs scheduled for themselves—of teams 
rated in TSN’s top 50. 

@ TOUGHEST 

Illinois. You’ve got to wonder if anyone in the 
Illinois athletic department showed Bill Self this 
schedule before he accepted the Illini’s head 
coaching job. Of the 13 non-league games Illi- 
nois could play, no more than four will be 
against mid- or low-major opponents. Illinois 
plays at Kansas State and Texas and also goes 
against three teams rated in TSN’s—and every- 
body else’s—preseason top 10: Duke, Seton Hall 
and Arizona. And the December 16 matchup 
against Arizona could be a rematch of Novem- 
ber’s Maui Invitational finals. 

Kentucky. Other teams may play more truly 
difficult games, and UK wanted to make sure it 
could crawl through its three walkovers 
(Jacksonville State, Eastern Kentucky and High 
Point). But what separates the Wildcats from their 
competition is their taste for the road. No power 
will show up in as many dangerous venues this 
season: at North Carolina, at Louisville, at Georgia 
Tech and at Michigan State. In addition, the 
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Coaches vs. Cancer opener against St. John’s in 
Madison Square Garden is essentially a road game. 

Wisconsin. At home, the Badgers test themselves 
against NCAA contenders Xavier and South 
Florida. But it’s the games outside Madison—at 
Tennessee, at Temple and down the road at 
Milwaukee for Maryland and Marquette—that put 
Wisconsin's schedule a notch above Arizona’s. 

@ SOFTEST 

Arkansas. There may be no better place in 
America to watch a basketball game than Bud 
Walton Arena, a theory that may be tested this 
winter as the Razorbacks match themselves against 
Tennessee State, Jacksonville State, Centenary, 
Northwestern State and Maryland-Eastern Shore. 
SEC West rival Alabama could easily be subbed in 
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lowa State’s Kantrail Horton (inset) and Illinois’ Frank Williams 


BOB LEVERONE / TSN 


here, but Arkansas was an NCAA Tournament 
team last year. Alabama wasn’t even close. 

lowa State. Building confidence through the 
nonleague schedule worked for the Cyclones last 
year, so why not try again with Morningside, ‘Texas 
Southern, Southern, Western Carolina and UIC? 
The Cyclones’ only scheduled game against a big- 
time opponent is at Iowa, with others possible in 
the Pearl Harbor Classic. 

TCU. The Frogs could meet up with Georgetown 
or Minnesota in the Hawaii Pacific Classic, but 
otherwise it’s a fairly steady diet of Northwestern 
State, Alabama State and Arkansas-Pine Bluff. 
Topping last year’s 18-14 mark should be a breeze, 
but matching the No. 66 strength of schedule rank 
seems out of the question. 


GIANT KILLER? With double figures nearly 
guaranteed, Slay will be lethal for Marshall. 


A club that can slay you 


One of the many, many things Marshall coach 
Greg White says during an afternoon of discussing 
his program is this: “I’m a think-big kind of guy.” 
Which is good, because as this season approaches, 
the Thundering Herd is viewed as a mid-major 
team that can attain major accomplishments. 

With a wing like 6-9 Tamar Slay—his athletic 
ability and ball skills invite comparisons to such 
players as George Gervin and Scottie Pippen— 
teaming with skilled center J.R. VanHoose and 
veteran point guard Cornelius Jackson, Marshall 
can be a thrilling team to watch. 

There have been times, though, when mid-major 
programs flirting with Top 25 rankings and All- 
America votes were destabilized by the attention 
or, at the least, unable to live up to that billing. 

Siena last season returned four starters from a 
25-6 team and was viewed as a _ possible 
breakthrough team. The Saints lost four of their 
first 11 games and ended the year in the NIT. 
Weber State dazzled the nation with an upset of 
North Carolina in the 1999 NCAAs and retained 
stars Harold Arceneaux and Eddie Gill. How could 
they miss? Frequently, it turned out. The Wildcats 
won 18 games and finished fourth in the Big Sky. 

“Everybody says we're going to make it to the 
tournament, and that’s great,” VanHoose says. “But 
we have to win games so if we don’t win our 
league tournament, we'll get an at-large bid. I think 
everybody knows what we have to do because of 
our leadership.” 

Marshall, 21-9 last season, is well positioned to 
handle the hype because the roster includes five 
seniors and five juniors, and because the issues 
that kept the Herd out of the tournament last 
season—defense and rebounding—are so clearly 
identified. Marshall opponents shot .438 from the 


floor, ninth in the MAC. The Herd blocked only © 


114 shots, and 32 of those came from departed 
forward Derrick Wright. 


Slay can score from long range (.433) and by 
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attacking the goal. He missed double figures only 
once in 30 games and smacked Western Michigan 
with 38, West Virginia with 35 and Kent with 30. 
He is essentially a shooting guard but defends 
small forwards because of the three-guard lineup 
White employs. And, Slay admits, he can defend 
them better this season. 

“When it came down to close games, we always 
gave up easy baskets,” he says. “You can see from 
watching practice, our main goal now is playing 
defense. We were passive on defense last year. 
With maturity, we'll be more aggressive. 

“Last year, we were right there. If we go out this 
year and don’t win a championship, a lot of people 
are going to doubt our talent. I don't think we can 
settle for anything less.” 


y A different world 


TSN’s 2000-2001 preseason All-American team 


First team Ht/Wt. Yr. PPG RPG APG 
G Jamaal Tinsley, lowa State 6-3/175 Sr 11.0 51 66 
G Casey Jacobsen, Stanford 6-6/210 So. 145 30 2.3 
F Troy Murphy, NotreDame 6-10/237 Jr 22.7 10.3 1.6 
F Shane Battier, Duke 6-8/215 Sr 174 56 2.1 
C Loren Woods, Arizona 7-1/251 Sr. 156 7.5 1.5 
Second team 

G Jason Williams, Duke 

G Juan Dixon, Maryland 

F Jason Kapono, UCLA 

F Terence Morris, Maryland 
C Lonny Baxter, Maryland 


6-2/190 So. 145 42 6.5 
6-3/152 Jr 180 55 3.6 
6-7/190 So. 16.0 44 1.9 
6-9/205 Sr. 158 86 24 
6-8/250 Jr 163 80 0.9 


If every fellow who bounces a ball were bound 
to four years in college before entering the NBA, 
the preseason All-America team might have 
included Elton Brand, Marcus Fizer, Lamar Odom 
and Baron Davis. 

But this isn’t 1965. Those guys didn’t need four 
years in college to become productive NBA 
players, so why expect them to wait? 

But there are plenty of guys who should have 
spent a little more time in college who could be 
filling out this year’s All-America squad: 

Small forward: Corey Maggette, Duke. Although 
he’s getting by on his tremendous athletic ability, 
a year or two more under Mike Krzyzewski would 
have taught him how to play the game. 

Power forward: Donnell Harvey, Florida. He 
will do what he’s always done: rebound and 
defend as maniacally as anyone and make shots 
occasionally. A year as the Gators’ go-to guy would 
have made him so much more. 

Center: Joel Przybilla, Minnesota. He was just 
beginning to discover his offensive skills as a 
sophomore. Think Dikembe Mutombo and 
Shaquille O’Neal will facilitate the continuation of 
the learning process? 

Shooting guard: DerMarr Johnson, Cincinnati. 
He'll score baskets in the NBA, but one more year 
of college would have taught him how to score big 
baskets. 

Point guard: Khalid El-Amin, Connecticut. A 
player of his talents who lands outside the first 
round has wasted a serious opportunity. 


V Top five questions for 2001 


1. What could keep Duke from winning the 
national title? 

If it’s anything other than injury, it would be 
defense. It sounds funny to say that about a Duke 
team, but even the Blue Devils have been saying 
it. They recognize they were too easy to score 
against last year. The three teams that beat them 
after February 1 averaged 89 points and .502 
shooting, and opposing guards (Florida’s Brett 
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Nelson, Maryland's Juan Dixon 
and St. John’s Erick Barkley and 
Bootsy Thornton) did much of 
that damage. 

Guard Jason Williams has to 
get better on the ball, and 
center Carlos Boozer must fight 
harder to defend the post. But 
they were only freshmen last 
season. Now, they’re veterans. 

2. What could make Arizona’s 
Wildcats as good as they think 
they are? 

We've heard clear signals from 
the Wildcats they are not pleased 
anyone would consider Duke as 
the favorite to win the national 
title. The Wildcats recognize their 
individual talent, but fail to 
remember they lost seven games 
last season, with one of those to a 
USC team missing big man Sam 
Clancy and another to LSU ina 
26-point humiliation. 

Three of Arizona’s seven losses came after 
center Loren Woods was injured, but what all of 
them had in common was errant (and frequent) 
shooting by guards Gilbert Arenas and Jason 
Gardner. When Arizona won, Arenas and Gilbert 
combined to shot 20 times a game and hit .435. 
When Arizona lost, they averaged 26 shots and 
hit .377. If the guards remember their talented 
teammates, the Wildcats could be nearly 
unbeatable. 

3. What will North Carolina and Wisconsin take 
from last year’s Final Four trips? 

If they didn’t gain confidence from that exper- 
ience, it'll have been nothing but a wonderful mem- 


Duke’s Boozer (left) and Williams 


Arizona's Gilbert Arenas 


ory. Both teams broke down 
completely during stretches of 
last year’s conference play and a 
tournament run was only the 
first step in restoring their 
confidence. The next step must 
come from the coaching staff 
and be reinforced through solid 
conditioning and practice. 

4. How many teams will the 
ACC get in the tournament? 

Six, double the output of each 
of the past two years. ‘Teams in 
the ACC have grown up—and 
they've scheduled well. We'll see 
Duke, Maryland, North Carolina, 
Virginia, Wake Forest and NC 
State on the board next March. 

5. Will Roy Williams still be 
glad he stayed in Kansas come 
March? 

Maybe more so. Even KU 
folks don’t seem to understand 
how much of a difference point 
guard Kirk Hinrich might make. As a starter in the 
season’s final months, he averaged 8.5 points, 4.5 
assists and .439 3-point shooting, and he 
dramatically improved the Jayhawks’ on-ball 
defense. Hinrich and big men Nick Collison and 
Drew Gooden figure to be more mature as 
sophomores, and center Eric Chenowith and guard 
Kenny Gregory are talking a lot about ending their 
careers in style. 

Wouldn't a trip to Minneapolis for the Final 
Four make Williams feel right at home? TSN 


Mike DeCourcy is a senior writer for THE 
SPORTING NEWS. 
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Driesell’s Panthers won’t become first 
No. 16 to win a tourney game—not 
against sweet-stroking Stanford. 


‘Tinsley will give Cardinal’s 
backcourt defense fits, but 
Marcus Fizer won't be there 
to bail out the Cyclones. 


| Georgia State 
‘3 Iowa State 


Both teams are fueled by one-man ; 8 Iowa State 
shows. In this one, Jamaal Tinsley will 
outshine LaVell Blanchard. 


New-look Huskies will have the 
ballhandlers to handle the Golden a 
Flashes’ pressure defense. .- jy) Connecticut 


UNIONDALE, N.Y. 


This isn’t the same UConn 
that won it all in "99, but it’s 
pretty much the same UNC 
Final Four team as last year. 


Matt Doherty will win first tourney 7 & North Carolina 
game. Heel fans will want more. And 
they won't be thinking second round. 


| Coll. of Charleston 
Sy 


W:)) Wisconsin This matchup of contrasting teams 
epitomizes why the tournament is so 


great. Badgerball will halt Billyball. 


Wisconsin-haters, rejoice! 
But it will take a very good 
team to knock out the 

battle-tested Badgers. 


The long March will begin for 
‘Tommy Amaker’s kids in grand 
fashion with a walkover win. 


The fast-coming-together Tigers 
aren't there yet, but they'll give 


GREENSBORO, N.C. 


. yy Entertaining matchup of ¥ 
Coach Q his first tourney victory. a Missouri aihleraemantiire neve ys) Tennessee 
: Vols will show they grasp 
At least the Terriers’ Steven Howard 2 , Tennessee March basketball. i 
will get one NCAA game in his career. 
Too bad it will be against the Vols. 


D’oh! Homer Drew will get thankless 
draw, as Wildcats have more talent 
this year than Valpo ever will. 


Point guard, with Jason 
Gardner, will be the 
Wildcats’ strength. It will be Pay 

the Hoosiers’ weakness. 1 Arizoma. 


Where have you gone, Bob Knight i Indiana 
and John Thompson? Mike Davis will 
cement his full-time status with “W.” 


SAN DIEGO 


Always pick a No. 12 seed. Tamar 
Slay & Co. are legit. The Cavs, though 
exciting, are unpredictable. 


In football they ask, “Who's § Piwiarshall 
this year’s Marshall?” In 12 

hoops, this year’s Gonzaga 
will be Marshall. 


You don't sneak up on Rick Majerus, 
especially in a rematch from the 
regular season. The Utes will win both. 


A tantalizing upset-special pick, but 
the ‘Zags won't duplicate their magic 


fis Gage arcGnd: USC's starting five is very, 


very good, but the Gators 
wear down shallow teams. 
The Trojans will qualify. 


After last season’s scare against 3 Florida 
Butler, the now-tested Gators won’t 


look past this first-round opponent. 


This will be an upset only in the most 
literal sense. The Waves are getting 
the hang of the NCAAs. 


BOISE, IDAHO 


Jayhawks will come thisclose 2 Kansas 


to another second-round 
loss before their size beats 
down the relentless Waves. 


The first round hasn’t been KU’s 
problem. Matadors will need three 


15 Cal St. Northridge | more of Brian Heinle to match up. 
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Damien Wilkens has the 
game to go with the 

7 pedigree, but Spartans will 
Michigan St. be too fundamentally sound. 


In September, the Bruins 
UCLA EM oh ose the Tide in football 


In March, they will end 
Bams’s basketball season. 


This game could have been 
a JC all-star game last year. 

Sooners will slow Kenny 
Satterfield enough. 


Oklahoma [> 


Terps will wonder why they 
get a 30-win team in the 

second round, but Big Four 
will lead them to Sweet 16. 


Maryland 77 


Coach K will get the best of 
Coach Cal, but this won't be 
their last March meeting. 

Memphis is almost back. 


Duke |} } 


After the Irish hit the Sweet 
16, the only way Troy 
Murphy’s legend will grow 
will be to go to a BCS bowl. 


Wisconsin |-} 


History be damned. With 
Andre Brown, DePaul will 
have the bodies to send 

‘Cat nation into mourning. 


DePaul 


Wlimois jy Lllinois and Texas are 
capable of big things, but we 


like how Bill Self’s teams 
always peak in March. 


After a play-in win against Hampton, 
facing a No. 1 seed will be a definitive 
play-out game for Alabama State. 


Michigan St. er 
N.C. State a 


St. John’s § i 


<4 


Rigorous ACC slate will better 
prepare Wolfpack for this even 
matchup. But look who'll be next ... 


North Carolina St. a 


~ 
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Like last season, the Bruins will peak 
at the right time. Tough PG Earl 
Watson likes the NCAA stage. 


This probably will be Gerald 
Wallace’s only NCAA Tournament, so 
he might as well make the best of it. 


Good guard play is always a 
tournament asset, and the Sooners’ 
group will be almost unrivaled. 


“LSaMani 


This year, the Bearcats will enter the 
tourney prepared to play without 
Kenyon Martin. 


The Aggies aren’t Cinderella; they're 
just good. Conference only will keep 


‘OW ‘ALIO SUSNUN 


Utah State 10 them from getting a higher seed. 
Maryland 7-9) | Cowboys have a couple studs. The 
Terps have four: Lonny Baxter, Juan 
Dixon, Steve Blake, Terence Morris. 
For some reason, CBS will show this 
== blowout to most of the nation. Draw 
Duke #? 9 [sets up eventual matchup with Arizona. 
Memphis — jj | All eyes will be on the benches, as 


John Calipari and Steve Alford bring 
intrigue to this first-round matchup. 


<= 
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Bluejays’ great guards will keep this 
one close, but Joe Johnson will take 
over during his college farewell tour. 


Behind Everybody’s All-American 
and a fired-up coach, the Irish will 
win their first tourney game since '90. 


Blue Demons always seem to be in 
for one-and-done or long run. Finally 
for DePaul fans, it will be the latter. 


After first-round scare last year, ‘Cats 
will be dialed in from the start. That, 
and they simply will be better. 


Yeah, Mustangs have Jeryl Sasser, but 
‘Horns have Chris Owens and Mo 
Evans who will lead up-tempo attack. 


There may be a learning curve for 
the Illini, but they will be near the 
head of the class by this time. 
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GUELEGE 


Boy, the Cardinal really 
has been waiting for this 
rematch. Stanford was 
embarrassed after getting 
bounced by the Tar Heels 
last year, particularly 
Casey Jacobsen, who 


Si Stanford 


fared poorly in the game. | This Stanford team 
This time, he will is awfully, awfully 
outshine Joseph Forte and} good. But it still 
the Cardinal will come seems like 

away with sweet revenge. | something might 


not be Final Four 
caliber. Maybe it 
will be the 
erimeter defense 
that has gone 
AWOL in the past 
two tournament 
losses) or the lack 
of a dynamic floor 
leader. But there 
will be no 
disrespect in losing 
to these Pirates. 


After a Sweet 16 
appearance last season, 
the Pirates will take the 
next step against the Vols, 
who will fail to live up to 
their seeding again. But 
there will be no shame in 
losing to The Hall, as 
Eddie Griffin will show in 
March what the 
preseason hype was 

all about. 


Kj) Seton Hall 


At least Tamar Slay, the 
best player no one has 
heard of, will get some 
attention on the way to 
the NBA lottery. And J.R. 
VanHoose will show he’s 
a special inside player. 
But we'll be reminded of 
the differences between 
Marshall and Arizona. 
Hey, all good stories have 
to come to an end. 


= Arizona 


This was the upset 
of 1997, but it 
won't surprise 
anyone now. The 
reason the ’Cats 
won then was 
better athleticism 
and speed, which is 
the case again. 
Also, Arizona has 
the size inside to 
negate the primary 
advantage KU had 
during its ’97 run. 
Relax, KU faithful, 
Hinrich, Drew 
Gooden and Nick 
Collison will return. 


Two of the nation’s best 
young point guards will 
square off as KU’s Kirk 
Hinrich will face Brett 
Nelson; both came up big 
in last year’s tournament. 
Kansas will have some 
trouble keeping up, but 
the Jayhawks will use 
their biggest strength— 
rebounding—in subduing 
the Gators. 
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Just like Jast year when it 
lost to lowa State, UCLA 
simply will be derailed 
by a better team. The 
Spartans’ strength inside 
and defensive intensity 
will throw the Bruins off 
their finesse game. But 
for those in Westwood 


You just get the 


feeling that State 

will need at least a who want to run off 
year to make up for Steve Lavin, look at the 
the loss of the incoming recruits. 
leadership provided 


by Mateen Cleaves 
Hall Maryian and Mo Pete. With 
ace al 2 the parity in college 
basketball, it’s 
almost too much to 
ask for things to 
bounce right two 
years in a row. But 
as long as Tom Izzo 


Lsamal 


In Blake and Dixon, the 
Terps have a backcourt 


lives in East that can hang with the 
Lansing, so will a Sooners. The Baxter- — 
college behemoth. Morris combo inside will 


be too much for a green 
OU frontcourt. And 
Maryland will be able to 
match Oklahoma's depth. 
The Terps will make it 
past the Sweet 16 for the 
first time since 1975. 


So many subplots for just 
one game: Mike 
Krzyzewski vs. pupil Mike 
Brey. Shane Battier vs. 
Troy Murphy. Coach K 
will show Brey that the 
student still has a little to 


If we're saying learn. As for Battier and 
pet ay moe Murphy, let’s just say that 
: m olf Ken an this e will provide the 
WONDER TWIN: Dixon (left) is half of a| thiinois, why not aeeaceier iat player-of 


lethal Maryland backcourt. Duke? Because 
Duke is Duke. And 
DePaul won't be 
consistent or 
polished enough to 
turn a good run 
into a great one. 


the-year debate. 


The Devils will win 

this Blues festival a 
because of its two These recruiting rivals 
coaches: Mike don’t care much for each 
Krzyzewski on the other, and that will set up 
bench and Shane one of the tourney’s 


Juiciest storylines. This 
one figures to be heated, 
and not a whole lot of 
people in the college 
basketball world will be 
rooting for the Blue 
Demons. But their talent 
will be undeniable here. 


Battier on the floor. 


y a 
DePaul 6 


PINALFOUR 


&}) Seton Hall 


Coach's story: Tommy 
Amaker (52-40, 3 years; 2-1 
NCAA Tournament record.) 

Why the Pirates are Final 
Four material: This team was 
one-dimensional last year but 
still made the Sweet 16. The 
backcourt again will be explosive 
and deep, and frosh phenom 
Eddie Griffin has been added to 
the frontcourt. Team the versatile 
Griffin with Samuel Dalembert, 
who will be the nation’s top 
defensive intimidator, and you 
have a complete package. 

What could make this Final 
Four pick blow up in our 
faces: If Griffin isn’t as good as 
advertised (don’t bet on it), or if 
the Pirates stay in love with the 3 
and ignore the big guys inside. 

Why the Pirates won't cut 
down the nets in Minneapolis: 
Amaker will make his first Final 
Four appearance; Lute Olson his 
fifth. And the Pirates’ lineup is 
even greener than its coach. For 
all of the talent Amaker is 
accumulating, he still has a way 
to go to match what Olson has. 


Coach's story: Lute Olson 
(422-127, 17 years; 614-219 
overall, 27 years; 32-21 NCAA 
Tournament record.) 

Why the Wildcats are Final 
Four material: Are you kidding? 
Loren Woods, Michael Wright, 
Richard Jefferson, Gilbert Arenas 
and Jason Gardner could all be 
lottery picks someday. And Luke 
Walton is a do-it-all sixth man. 

What could make this Final 
Four pick blow up in our 
faces: Injuries. That should be 
the only thing that could keep 
the Wildcats from Minneapolis. 
Woods’ back problems from last 
year could always flare, turning a 
great frontcourt into a good one. 
The outside shooting isn’t 
prolific, but it’s good enough to 
get big things done. 

Why the Wildcats won’t cut 
down the nets in Minneapolis: 
Arizona will get by Seton Hall ina 
game in which every shot could 
get swatted by Dalembert or 
Woods. But when it comes to the 
final, the ’Cats will fall just short 


bal Arizona 


against Duke’s improved defense. 


*CATS’ MEOW: Gardner is Point Guard U.’s best hope 


for keeping Duke at bay in the championship game. 


ni Arizona 


Duke Bi} 


Coach’s story: Gary Williams 


(217-128, 11 years; 424-256 
overall, 22 years; 13-10 NCAA 
Tournament record.) 


Why the Terrapins are Final 
Four material: This may seem a 


reach after they were waxed by 


UCLA in last year’s second round, 


but that will help galvanize a 
team that returns every key 


player. The most talented is small 


forward Terence Morris, who 


bypassed the NBA last spring for 


another crack at an NCAA title. 
Just a hunch: He won’t be 
disappointed in his decision. 

What could make this Final 
Four pick blow up in our 


faces: The Terps played in spurts 


last year, but a whole lot of 


LS SIMGIIL 


continuity should cure that. But if 


Morris doesn’t assert himself as 
we think he can, then Williams 
will remain Final Fourless. 

Why the Terps won’t cut 
down the nets in Minneapolis: 


Maryland’s best won’t be enough 


to topple Duke in the ACC race, 
and it won’t be good enough in 
the national semifinals, either. 


Coach’s story: Mike 
Krzyzewski (498-160, 20 years; 
571-219 overall, 25 years; 50-14 
NCAA Tournament record). 

Why the Blue Devils are 
Final Four material: They have 
the nation’s best player in Shane 
Battier. They have a special point 
guard in Jason Williams, who will 
be even more effective now that 
he has help in wunderkind guard 
Chris Duhon. And there’s Mike 
Dunleavy, who’s developing into 
one of the nation’s best. 

What could make this Final 
Four pick blow up in our 

faces: If Carlos Boozer doesn’t 
toughen up inside—and if he 
doesn’t get help from teammates 
such as Casey Sanders against 
big, physical teams. 

Why the Blue Devils will cut 
down the nets in Minneapolis: 
Though Duke is seemingly in the 
Final Four every year, it hasn't 
won it since 1992. But that will 
change, thanks to Battier. We're 
not sure what the Blue Devils will 
need him to do to win it; we just 
know he'll do it. 


Duke 
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With help from his mother, fres mi 
CHRIS DUHON is ready for his 
| pressure-filled role in Duke's Lod 
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t's May in Louisiana, and | 
Chris Duhon is sitting in the 


Mm _ living room of his mother’s 

‘ ao house in Slidell, talking 

. ©) . ) nn | about his appearance on — 
iM { : se UTE The Rosie O'Donnell Show. — 
i CALMED. ee) His arms are draped — 
iit aT | Soqe2) oe ae over the top edge of the © 
fi » SZe fee § = couch, and he is smiling, his voice | 


soft and easy as a bayou breeze. 
He appeared with Rosie last March 
after winning the Morgan Wootten | 
Award as national high school | 
player of the year. He took her a_ 


| , ae ee gift: coupons for free extra value 
LIGHT OF LOUISIANA: Many fans ii in the siande at Salmen High wanted Duhon to stay close’ to home at LSU. meals at McDonald’s. 
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Extra value meals? 

“Hey,” Duhon says, shrugging. “I heard she 
likes to eat.” 

Duhon does not rattle, not on television talk 
shows, not sitting on his couch, not on the basket- 
ball court. He is a teenager at ease, relaxed and 
self-confident, never too excited. He answers 
everything with shrugs and smiles, and if he 
thought you liked to eat, he might offer you some 
fast-food coupons, too. 

He'll need that bit of steel in his nerves as his 
freshman year gets underway. Duhon is a 6-2 
point guard who has volunteered for what may be 
the most-watched college basketball experiment 
this year. Last September, he spurned the chance 
to take a starring role at Kentucky, Louisiana 
State, Texas or Notre Dame to play at Duke, 
which already has sophomore Jason Williams, one 
of the best point guards in the nation. 

Duhon is not going to be strictly a backup to 
Williams. He will be the first man off the bench and 
often on the floor at the same time as Williams. 
The result: a two-headed point guard hybrid. 

“They're going to work well together,” says 
Duke assistant Steve Wojciechowski, who was 
part of a point guard combination at Duke three 


seasons ago with William Avery. “Chris is a great _ 


basketball player. He plays great defense, he can 
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shoot and he can pass. We don’t like to categorize 
someone in a position like that. It doesn’t do him 


justice to say he is just a 1.” 


uhon is going to be watched closely, and 
he knows it. But it’s nothing new. 

During the recruiting process, Duhon 
ended his social life so he could stay 
home and take coaches’ phone calls—the ones 
that did not come at 6:30 a.m., at least. When he 
logged on to the Internet, even his online mailbox 
was overstuffed. Within seconds, he would be as- 
saulted with instant messages from coaches, fans 
and recruiting gurus. He even found out the web- 
site address, ‘ChrisDuhon.com’ had been regis- 
tered by a programmer in San Francisco. 

Now he's playing for Duke, the top-rated team 
in the country. He also knows there will be people 
who want him to fail. When he announced he 
was going to Duke, canceling his other official 
visits, Duhon got angry e-mails from Kentucky 
fans. Throughout his senior season at Salmen 
High, when his team went on the road, he heard 
criticism from the stands for turning down LSU. 

“I guess that’s part of it,” Duhon says. “If you 
say yes to someone, you have to say no to 
someone else. Everybody was saying, ‘Oh, you'll 
never play at Duke, you wasted your chance.’ 
And people got personal, saying, “You're too little, 
you don't score enough.’ People tell me this and 
that. I know I just have to be Chris. That’s what is 
going to help me.” 

It’s hard to remember that Chris is a kid, only 18. 
For all his maturity, he is still a mama’s boy, and 
much of his personal strength comes from his 
mother, Vivian Harper. When he left Slidell to go to 
North Carolina in June, Harper left, too, at Chris’ re- 
quest. She got a job and an apartment in Durham, 
not so she could dote on Chris but just to be near 
him for support. The first time Duhon did his own 
laundry, Harper let him use the washing machine 
at her apartment. She showed him how to separate 
clothes, set the machine and do the folding. 

When he was finished, Duhon said, “Thanks, 
Mama.” 

Harper said, “Next time, bring your own deter- 
gent. And quarters.” 

Harper is divorced from Chris’ father, who lives 
in Los Angeles, and she was afraid that might put 
Chris at a disadvantage as he went through the re- 
cruiting process. 

“All the coaches are men,” she says. “You know 
they’re going to think, with just a female around, 
that they can get away with anything. | did not 
want to let that happen.” 

So Harper studied the recruiting rules. She 
called the NCAA directly for explanations. She 
wanted to be able to answer any questions her 
son had, as well as protect him from coaches who 
were bending the rules. One coach called on a 
Tuesday, then again on a Wednesday. Coaches 
are allowed only one phone call per week. When 
Harper pointed out that the coach was violating 
the rules, he stammered and hung up. His calls 
were weekly after that. 


uhon grew up a Duke fan, especially of 
Grant Hill and Trajan Langdon, so it was 
the Blue Devils’ interest that most inter- 
ested him. Still, the Williams problem was 
obvious. He did not see how he would get playing 
time at Duke. If he went to Kentucky, he could 
take over the point guard spot almost immedi- 
ately. Or he could join former high school rival 
Torris Bright in the backcourt at LSU, where he 
could star immediately. 


Reigning Cats and Devils 


lf Chris Duhon had been around to team up with 
Jason Williams in Duke’s backcourt last March, there 
is widespread opinion that the Blue Devils would 
have survived Florida’s up-tempo ways and found 
their way out of the East region to the Final Four. 

Now with Duhon in Durham, the big question is 
whether the Williams-Duhon combo makes Duke the 
favorite this March, even over an Arizona team that 
could have its entire starting five drafted this spring. 

We give the Devils the edge. But you can make 
your own decision after reading Mike DeCourcy’s 
breakdown on the rotations for this season’s top 
two teams: 


Projected starters 

Loren Woods . 
Carlos Boozer 

Each has dealt with motivational problems, but 
Woods is taller, more active and a far better 
defender. Boozer’s value depends on whether he is 
more interested in making Duke a champion or 
making a quick path to the NBA. 


Michael Wright 


Shane Battier gE 


Wright is a low-post force who should be liberate 
by new rules minimizing contact on the block. 
Battier has solid ball skills and can burn defenses 
by stretching them to the 3-point line. Battier’s 
edge is the ability to guard any frontcourt player. 


Richard Jefferson jae 


Michael Dunleavy 
Jefferson may be the most talented wing in the 
college game, but Arizona affords him few shots. 
Dunleavy has spectacular skills and understands the 
game like a coach's kid, but he needs to get stronger. 


Gilbert Arenas ig€ 


Nate James 


On a team with Arizona’s wealth of weapons, 
Arenas shot too often. He’s valuable forcing action 
but not proficient enough to try five 3s per game. 
James, a solid, deep threat, is the closest thing to 
a role player in this group. 


ry Jason Gardner 


Jason Williams 
Neither defends the ball as well as he needs to, 
but Williams has the strength and also is a more 
insistent creator for his teammates. Still, he must 


treat the ball as if it matters to him. 


Off the bench 


Eugene Edgerson 


Nick Horvath 


Edgerson has played on a championship team and 
provides muscle and consistency. Horvath is 
skilled but must improve his strength. 


Luke Walton 


Casey Sanders ut 


Sanders is long and quick off his feet. His freshman 
year was about learning, not playing. In addition to 
Walton, Arizona also has freshman Andrew Zahn. 


Lamont Frazier 


Chris Duhon ! 


Frazier was a disappointment last year, but he has 
practiced well. Duhon was the nation’s most 
versatile high school guard and eventually could 
start—perhaps running the attack. 
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Duhon’s first official visit to Duke was in Sep- 
tember 1999. Harper admits that before the visit, 
she was leaning toward Kentucky. Duhon, who av- 
eraged 21.3 points, 5.5 assists and shot 52 percent 
from the field as a senior at Salmen while adding 
3.4 steals a game, was leaning toward Duke. 

When he and Harper talked about it, Duhon 
agreed to keep an open mind. He wouldn't 
commit to anything until after all his visits. 

But when Harper walked around the campus, 
when she met faculty and staff members, she 
changed her mind. 

“I thought, ‘This is the place for Chris, 
says. “I could just sense it.” 

While Harper was touring the campus, Duhon 
was at Cameron Indoor Stadium, playing pickup 
games with the Duke players during the most im- 
portant two-hour stretch in his recruitment. 
During that period, Duhon had his one doubt 
about Duke erased. He got a peek at the experi- 
ment. He was on the same team as Williams, and 
it worked. 

“We work pretty well together,” Williams says. 
“Right from the first time, you could tell it was 
going to be good.” 

“With Jason and | both on the court,” Duhon 
says, “it didn’t matter who brought the ball up. 
Sometimes I did, and Jason would fill the lanes, 
sometimes he did and I filled the lanes. Neither 
one of us was just a point guard. 

“I remember thinking, “We can do this, this can 
work.’ That sealed the deal.” 


| 
CE 8 a Se ee | 
ow the deal is this: Duke is the No. 1 
team in the nation, and this experimental 
dual point guard is a big part of the 
reason. Though Williams and Duhon man 
the same position, they are different players. It’s 
not redundant to have them on the court together. 
“He’s a much better penetrator than I am,” 
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Duhon says. “That's his game, he drives and 
passes. I usually pass earlier.” Hy 

“But he’s a better shooter than I am,” Williams 
says. “He’s got a lot of poise. If you look at where 
I was and where he is, I think he has a better 
sense than I did at this point. He seems like it in 
practice. He’s more under control. 

“I think as a freshman, | was always trying to 
make something happen, forcing things. He lets 
things come to him.” 

That’s an intimidating guard combination—one 
a fiery penetrator, the other a cool-headed 
shooter. But Duhon could have an impact on the 
Blue Devils in more subtle ways. Two of the 
weaknesses of last year’s team, a No. 1 seed in the 
NCAA ‘Tournament before it was knocked off by 
Florida in the Sweet 16, were perimeter defense 
and ballhandling. Duke went only six deep, and 
Williams was the only dribbler in the bunch. That 
made the Blue Devils easy prey for a running, 
pressing team like the Gators. 

Duhon gives Duke another ballhandler and 
player to pressure the perimeter. With Duhon, the 
Blue Devils can better handle the press and run 
some pressure defense themselves. Duhon, 
Williams and senior Nate James can squeeze the 
outside, with small forward Mike Dunleavy, 
power forward Shane Battier and center Carlos 
Boozer to back them up. Sophomores Casey 
Sanders and Nick Horvath and junior Matt Chris- 
tensen give Duke some frontcourt depth. 

“Whether or not Chris starts, he is going to be 
on the floor with Jason the majority of the time,” 
North Carolina-based recruiting analyst Dave Telep 
says. “When Duke recruited him, he was more of 
a luxury item, but now it seems like he'll be an in- 
tegral part of the team. He and Jason are going to 
work in unison. It’s two guys who can shoot, pass 
handle the ball and defend. It is not a stretch to 
say that’s the best backcourt in the nation.” 

In fact, Duhon may be the team’s best outside 


shooter—he was the ace of the 3-point contest at 
the McDonald’s All-American game, with the best 
shooting form in the freshman class, by far. One 
concern about him is that he will pass up his shot 19 
an effort to get his teammates more involved, some- 
thing that happened frequently in high school. 

“He’s unselfish, he gives up the ball early, he 
makes plays early,” Dunleavy says. “You don t 
usually see that in a freshman. Sometimes it can 
be a problem. He has to know that he is good 
enough to take his shots. But it’s a much easier 
problem to fix than someone who does not give 
up the ball enough.” 


uhon takes all this, naturally, in stride. He 

began classes at Duke in June and guickly 

went from prized recruit to just another 

freshman student, describing the transi- 
tion as, “hard but fun.” 

He is about to become a freshman basketball 
player on the country’s No. 1 team and will prob- 
ably describe that experience the same noncha- 
lant way: “hard but fun.” He enjoys college and 
plans to stay four years, partly because he wants 
an education (he had a 3.6 GPA at Salmen) and 
partly because he is not so sure he is cut out for 
the NBA, anyway. 

“Oh, he'll be up here,” says Jonathan Bender of 
the Indiana Pacers, a former teammate of Duhon’s 
on the AAU New Orleans Jazz. “Chris can pass, he 
can run, he can shoot. And he never gets flus- 
tered.” 

So if the NBA did come around, offering mil- 
lions? Would that fluster Duhon? 

“No, no,” he says, shaking his head. Then he 
pauses in mock contemplation, putting his hand 
on his chin. “Hmm ... millions, eh?” TSN 


Sean Deveney is a staff writer for THE SPORTING 
NEWS. 
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FULLY PREPARED: Duhon, 
who had a 3.6 GPA in high 
school, started classes at 
Duke in June and intends 

to stay four years. 
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1. Duke* 


2. Maryland* 7. Georgia Tech 
3. North Carolina* 8. Clemson 
4. Virginia* 9. Florida State 


5. Wake Forest* *NCAA tourney pick — 


. —~ peseason All-ACC 


6. North Carolina State* 


First team 

Pos. Name, school Ht. Wt Class 
G Joseph Forte, North Carolina 6-4 185 So. _ 
G Jason Williams, Duke __ 6-2. 190 So. 
"F Shane Battier, Duke 6-8 215 Sr. 
“F Terence Morris, Maryland «6-9 205 _ Sr 

C Lonny Baxter, Maryland 6-8 250 Jr. 

Second team 

Pos. Name, school Ht. Wt Class 
G JuanDixon,Maryland sss 6-3. 152 
“G Steve Blake, Maryland 6-3 175 So. 


“C Brendan Haywood, North Carolina 7-0 264 _ Sr. 
C Carlos Boozer, Duke 6-9 260 So, 
F Damien Wilkins, NC State 


6-6 225 So. 


=_——, 
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Shane Battier, F, Duke 


___ Newcomer of the year 


Chris Duhon, 6, Duke 


(CONFERENCE 
b Predictions 
1. Arizona* 6. Oregon 
2. Stanford* 7. California 
3. UCLA* 8. Arizona State 
4. USC* 9. Washington 
5, Oregon State 10. Washington State 
“NCAA tourney pick 
- __ Presea son All-Pac 10 
First team 
Pos.Name, school Ht. Wt. Class 
G Jason Gardner, Arizona 5-10 178 So. 
G Casey Jacobsen, Stanford 6-6 210 So. 
F Jason Kapono, UCLA 6:7. 190 So.—> 
F Michael Wright, Arizona =si(‘iéiTs=C«Ci28B CT 
C LorenWoods,Arizona == 7-1._-251_—s Sr. 
Second team 
Pos. Name, school Ht. Wt Class 
G Deaundra Tanner, Oregon State 6-2 202 Sr. 
G_ Gilbert Arenas, Arizona 6-3 191 So. 
-F Sam Clancy, USC 0S 6-7.2400 ede 
‘F BrianScalabrine, USC «6-9 250 Sr. 
F Sean Lampley, Califomia —S>-6-7 225° Sr. 
ree Player of the year 
Loren Woods, C, Arizona 
Newcomer ‘ofthe year 


Luke Ridnour, &G, Oregon 
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Virginia is poised to join the elite 


Ascending: Virginia. The 
Cavaliers have gone from 11-19 
in 1997-98 (coach Jeff Jones’ 
final season) to 14-16 in Pete 
Gillen’s first season, to 19-12 last 
season. The next step is the 
toughest for a team with four 
starters back. 


Descending: Florida State. After 
going 20-14 in Pat Kennedy’s last 
season, FSU has gone 18-14, 13- 
17 and 12-17 under Steve 
Robinson. The cupboard is so 
bare the Seminoles might not win 
10 games. But 6-10, 350-pound- 
plus F/C Nigel “Big Jelly” Dixon 
is slated to start and may be 
worth keeping an eye on. 


Overrated: G Robert O’Kelley, 
Wake Forest. A move from point 
guard to shooting guard led to a 
rough season last year after he 
was a first-team All-ACC choice 
on most preseason lists. 


Underrated: F Damien Wilkins, 
NC State. During last season's 
ACC tournament—while helping 
the Wolfpack upset Virginia and 
nearly upset Maryland—Wilkins 
ran by press row and verbally 
chastised the media for not nam- 
ing him to the ACC All-Freshman 
team. He was right. 


Ascending: USC. Coach Henry 
Bibby’s program has suffered 
from numerous transfers and 
key injuries in recent seasons, 
but he has built a reputation as 
possibly the league’s top game 
coach and a solid developer of 
talent. Now his happy core of 
versatile players may be the Los 
Angeles-area team conference 
opponents fear most. 


Descending: Washington. The 
abrupt departure of capable 

PG Senque Carey for New 
Mexico last spring didn’t help a 
program that has suffered in the 
recruiting department. The 
Huskies haven't been able to 
build on their 1998 Sweet 16 
appearance. 


Overrated: C Dan Gadzuric, 
UCLA. Gadzuric has a limited 
number of post moves and has 
been nowhere close to the domi- 
nant player he was expected to 
be as a high-profile recruit in ’98. 


Underrated: David Bluthenthal, 
USC. After a move from small 
forward to power forward, he 
produced 28 rebounds against 
Arizona State and 26 points 
against Arizona.two days later. 


instant impact G Chris 
Duhon, Duke (see page 82). 


Odds and ends: Good news 
for NIT champion Wake 
Forest: All four ACC teams 
that have won the NIT have 
made it to the NCAA 
Tournament the next season. 
.. One reason the league 
should again be stellar: The 
top six teams lost a combined 
four starters. ... At the time of 
his resignation last summer, 
North Carolina's Bill 
Guthridge had won 80 games 
in three seasons. That 
matched the all-time record 
set by NC State coach Everett 
Case from 1946-49. ... 
Clemson G Will Solomon lifted 
his scoring average from 6.3 
as a freshman in 1998-99 to 
20.9 last season. That ranks 
as the greatest one-season 
scoring gain in ACC history. ... 
Duke F Shane Battier led the 
ACC in 3-point percentage 
(.444) and was second in 3- 
point field goals (79) last sea- 
son—only two years after he was 
4-for-24 from 3-point range 
as a freshman. ... UNC C 
Brendan Haywood easily led 
the nation with a .700 FG 
percentage. —Doug Doughty 


Instant impact Luke Ridnour, 
Oregon. The point guard duties 
are ready and waiting for the 
McDonald's All-American. He’s 
savvy, with strong passing and 
shooting skills. 


Odds and ends: Arizona State 
lost potentially the league’s 
top recruit when G Brandon 
Brooks’ test score was reject- 
ed and his subsequent 
attempt fell short. ... Stanford 
is hoping Ryan Mendez can 
be Mr. Offense, whether he 
plays small forward or shoot- 
ing guard ... Cal lost backup 
C Shahar Gordon to military 
duty in his native Israel after 
two years of successful 
appeals to delay it. ... 
Washington State is hoping 
again to add talented tight 
end Paul Mencke from the 
football team at midseason. 
The 6-5 wing played in 18 
games last season. ... Two 
months after Arizona State’s 
Rob Evans received a con- 
tract extension through 2005 
worth $583,500 per season, 
Arizona’s Lute Olson received 
a deal that will pay him 
$658,435 in each of the next 
five seasons. —Bruce Pascoe 


Mike Dunleavy 4: 4 


Says Mike 
The league’s progress can be measured by 

how competitive the other eight teams can 
become against Duke. The ACC’s lesser lights 
can blame myriad outside forces for no team 
other than Duke, Maryland and North Carolina 
making the NCAA Tournament the past two 
seasons, but the most obvious reason has 
been the inability of anyone to challenge 
Duke. In the past three years, Duke won 

94.7 percent of its ACC games, and with Mike 
Dunleavy (above) and others maturing, the 
Blue Devils are not making it easy to catch 
up. When Duke made consecutive NCAA title 
games from 1990-92, it won 77.2 percent. 
The ACC averaged five bids those years. 


STANFORD’S 
Ryan Mendez 


says Mike 
= a 
Starting in 2002, the Pac-10 will stage a 

conference tournament, and all of its recent 
NCAA tourney woes—the league was 4-4 in 
last year’s NCAAs and 1-4 the year before— 
instantly will be solved. Right? Not so fast. A 
conference tourney isn't necessarily going to 
make an impact. Remember, the Pac-10 did 
well without one in the mid-’90s. Between 
1995 and ’98, three members made the Final 
Four and six reached the Sweet 16. The key 
factors in recent NCAA games have been 
generating offense to beat the shot clock and 
playing aggressive defense. Only two Pac-10 
teams held foes under .426 shooting last 
season, A league tourney won't cure that. 
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INDIANA'S Dane Fife 


Says Mike 

Bob Knight did not leave his successor a 
point guard, but he did leave Mike Davis 
room for improvement. Indiana’s Big Ten 
record in Knight's final six seasons was 
60-42. The Hoosiers have gone seven years 
without a league title. If Indiana has some 
success early this season, it will be a 
pleasant story for those in the media who 
were pleased to see Knight dismissed. But 
the real measure of Davis will come in the 
stretch. Since 1997, Indiana has gone 21-22 
after February 1. Truth is, that sort of record 
would have gotten Knight fired in many 
places. If Davis wants to be hired 
permanently, he needs to do better. 


SOUTH CAROLINA'S Antonio Grant 


Says Mike 

Something happened to Eddie Fogler on 
the way to the hot seat. His team heated up. 
One of last March’s quieter revolutions was 
the recovery of South Carolina, which won 
three of its final four—including wins over 
Vanderbilt and Tennessee—after an 0-9 
midseason slump. South Carolina now is in 
position to contend for an NCAA bid. Just one 
problem: the hellacious SEC East. Tennessee, 
Florida and Kentucky have averaged 25 wins 
and combined for 14 NCAA wins the last two 
seasons—the same period in which Fogler’s 
team won eight SEC games. Even with 
standout F Antonio Grant, South Carolina will 
have a tough time escaping its neighbors. 
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Alford has lowa on the rebound 


Ascending: lowa. The 
Hawkeyes will be back in the 
NCAA Tournament after a 
year’s absence. And conference 
foes beware: In his second sea- 
son, coach Steve Alford has 
only begun to recruit. 


Descending: Ohio State. 
Because Michigan State won 
the national title, people tend 
to forget one thing: The 
Spartans shared the league title 
with Ohio State. The Buckeyes’ 
C Ken Johnson was granted 
another year of eligibility, but 
they still have lost 46 points 
and nearly 17 boards a game. 


Overrated: G Dane Fife, 
Indiana. He’s a McDonald’s All- 
American who has yet to con- 
sistently play like one. Fife, a 
junior, has had his moments 
but not enough for a former 
Michigan Mr. Basketball. 


Underrated: F Andy Kowske, 
Wisconsin. The eighth-seeded 
Badgers didn’t merely stumble 
into the Final Four. Kowske, a 
6-8 oak tree, held his ground in 
the paint and nearly averaged a 
double-double for the team’s 
four-game run to Indianapolis. 


Instant impact Luke Recker, 
lowa. The former Indiana star 
will join PG Dean Oliver and 
form one of the best backcourts 
in the country. 


Odds and ends: Michigan State C 
Zach Randolph, who had a stel- 
lar summer on the courts, is still 
a risk. He once was sentenced to 
40 days in a Marion, Ind., juve- 
nile detention center for possess- 
ing and selling a handgun. But 
he’s a risk ‘Tom Izzo and many 
other coaches deemed worth 
taking. ... League coaches experi- 
enced temporary brain lock in 
letting F Brian Cook of Illinois 
share honors as freshman of the 
year with the media’s choice, 
Michigan F LaVell Blanchard. 
Cook is talented, but here’s the 
difference. One rebounds, and 
one doesn’t. ... The one who 
rebounds declined an invitation 
to try out for the national 20- 
and-under team. Instead, he took 
a physics course. Blanchard 
wants to attend medical school 
someday. ... Former Penn State 
coach Bruce Parkhill now has a 
home on the Ohio State bench. 
More coaching, less recruiting. 
Such a deal. —Mark Hansen 


The Crimson Tide may rise quickly 


Ascending: Alabama. The 
Crimson Tide is a threat to win 
the West a year after going 
13-16. F Gerald Wallace is the 
league’s most heralded new- 
comer, and 6-8 SG Rod 
Grizzard is a nightmare to 
guard. 


Descending: LSU. With F 
Brian Bridgewater injured and 
Stromile Swift and Jabari Smith 
in the NBA, there’s no way 
John Brady's Tigers can dupli- 
cate last season's 28-6 record 
and share of the SEC title. 


Overrated: C Charles Hathaway, 
Tennessee. He came to 
Knoxville with All-American 
credentials and an NBA body, 
but he has averaged only 4.7 
points during his career. 


Underrated: G Justin Hamilton, 
Florida. Overshadowed by the 
Gators’ prep All-Americans, 
Hamilton had a terrific fresh- 
man year. He’s the most athlet- 
ic of Florida’s backcourt play- 
ers and the most able defender. 
That’s important because 

Gs Teddy Dupay and Brett 
Nelson aren't exactly stoppers. 
A 38-inch vertical leap makes 
Hamilton a good finisher. 


Instant impact F Marquis Estill, 
Kentucky. The swingman, who 
has a sweet jump shot, was 
sidelined by bad knees last sea- 
son. He should help UK improve 
dramatically on its .423 FG per- 
centage of last season. 


Odds and ends: Just when 
Alabama thought its frontcourt 
was at full strength, C Jeremy 
Hays is ailing again. After aver- 
aging 12 points and eight boards 
in 98-99, he redshirted last sea- 
son due to an injured knee. Now 
a bone growth in his right leg 
will limit his action. ... Not only 
has Florida’s Billy Donovan 
joined Steve Spurrier in the $1 
million-plus pay bracket, the 
Gators are getting a $10 million 
practice facility. ... Nolan 
Richardson III has left his dad's s 
bench in Fayetteville to head his 
own team at Tennessee State. ... 
The best frontcourt in the league? 
Kentucky has the edge, thanks to 
North Carolina’s not admitting 
new Wildcat F Jason Parker. But 
Mississippi State’s isn’t far behind, 
thanks to 6-9 McDonald's All- 
American F/C Mario Austin 
bypassing the NBA draft to join 

F Tang Hamilton and F/C Robert 
Jackson. —Mike Strange, Bob Holt 


1. Michigan State* 


7. Penn State 


2. Iilinois* 8. Purdue 
3. Wisconsin* 9. Ohio State 
4. lowa* 10.Minnesota 
5. Indiana* 11. Northwestern 
6. Michigan* *NCAA tourney pick 
Bnaceacnn All_Rin len Oli” 
ee 19 en —" 
First tean 
Pos. Name, school Ht. Wt Class 
G Joe Crispin, Penn State 6-0 185 = Sr. 
G_ Charlie Bell, Michigan State 6-3 200 Se. 
G Cory Bradford, Illinois 6-3 200 Jr. 
C Kirk Haston, Indiana 6-10 230 Jr. 
F LavVell Blanchard, Michigan 6-7 205 So. 
Second team 
Pos. Name, school Ht. Wt Class 
G Dean Oliver, lowa 5-11 175 Sr. 
G Luke Recker, lowa 6-6 210 Jr. 
F Jason Richardson, Michigan Slate 6-6 220 So. 
C Ken Johnson, Ohio State 6-11 235 Sr. 
F = aiff 10 240 So. 


Brian Cook, Illinois 


cc st | Division vest 


1. Tennessee* 1. Alabama" 

2. Kentucky* 2, Arkansas” 

3. Florida* 3. Mississippi State 

4, South Carolina 4. Auburn 

5. Vanderbilt 5. LSU 

6. Georgia 6. Mississippi 

“NCAA tourney pick 
| ss Bnaepacon AU-SEP 
Le _f P OuUeuul Ful UEt : 
First tean 

Pos. Name, school Ht. Wt. Class 
G_ Tony Harris, Tennessee 6-0 165 Sr. 
G_ Rod Grizzard, Alabama 6-8 205 So. 
G/F Joe Johnson, Arkansas 6-9 225 So. 
F Vincent Yarbrough, Tennessee 6-7 210 Jr. 
C Udonis Hasiem, Florida 6-7 260 Jr. 
Pos. Name, school: Ht. Wt. Class 
G Brett Nelson, Florida 6-3 173 So. 
G Keith Bogans, Kentucky 6-5 205 So. 
F Tayshaun Prince, Kentucky 6-9 215 Jr. 
F Tang Hamilton, Mississippi St. 6-7 215 Sr. 
F Robert Jackson, Mississippi St. 6-8 Jr 


OF mer of | t i he 


wo Ar 


Gerald Wallace, FA Alabama 


Pret Predict ons 


Oklahoma State due for a decline 


Ascending: Texas Tech. That 
three-win conference season last 
year was an aberration. The Red 
Raiders would have been a .500 
team if not for injuries. Now, 
with C Andy Ellis and F Cliff 
Owens returning, Tech should 


instant impact: G/F Maurice 
Evans, Texas. Before sitting 
out as a transfer last year, he 
led the Missouri Valley 
Conference in scoring at 22.6 
points a game as a sophomore 
at Wichita State. 


1. Kansas* 7. Oklahoma State 
2. Oklahoma’ 8. Texas Tech aoe from the bottom a the Ocicis anil exadie: Missouri. 
3 Missouri” 9. Baylor conference to the middle. which shot siearly 26°3 polit: 
Y 10. Nebraska = 
ngumipewe aa ie Descending: Oklahoma State. ers a game last season, got a 
12" Kaneaa Sint With only two players who saw much-needed boost to its 
pede” ? frontcourt when 


*NCAA tourney pick — as 


key minutes returning and six 
seniors gone, a tough season 
looms. The recruiting class is an 


6-8, 225-pound PF Travon 
Bryant earned a qualifying 


KANSAS’ 
Eric Chenowith f 


Maurice Evans, G/F, Texas 


East Division 
1. Connecticut* 


West Division 
1. Seton Hall* 


toughest defensive assignments. 


Blair Kerkhoff 


Fab freshman should boost Seton Hall 


Ascending: Pittsburgh. Coach 
Ben Howland, heading into his 
second year, has four starters 
back from last season. More 
important, two-year starter F 
Isaac Hawkins is back after miss- 
ing last season with a broken leg. 
The Panthers, who have seven 


Instant impact F Eddie 
Griffin, Seton Hall. The 6-9 
freshman generally was con- 
sidered the nation’s best prep 
player. He can score, rebound 
and block shots, and he will 
be counted on immediately. 


Odds and ends: Buy a pro- 


2. St. John’s* 2. Notre Dame* players 6-7 or taller, may not 

3. Villanova 3. Georgetown* reach the NCAAs, but they’re gram at the next game you 

4, Miami 4, Syracuse heading in the right direction. attend. Big East rosters fea- 

5. Boston College 5. Pittsburgh ture at least 60 newcomers 

6. Providence 6. Rutgers Descending: Providence. The among the 14 teams. ... Of the 


7. Virginia Tech 


Pres 


7. West Virginia 
“NCAA tourney pick 


na 


First team 


Eddie Griffin, F, Seton Hall 


reseason All-Big East 


Newcomer ofthe Year 


problems extend far beyond the 
basketball court. An ugly off- 
campus incident in the spring 
not only cost coach Tim Welsh 
players, it created a publicity 


East games last season and is the 
player the Huskies look for when 
they need a big basket. 


15 named to the All-Big East 
teams last season, only three— 
F ‘Troy Murphy, F Ricardo 
Greer and C Ruben Boumtje 
Boumtje—return this season. ... 


John Kresse (.803) and Utah's 
Rick Majerus (.744). Boeheim 
is 15th all-time. —Ken Davis 


_ Preseas Preseason All-Big 1 2 impressive one, but a bit of a SAT score last month. He'll be 
First team decline is in order this season. eligible starting December 21. 
Pos. Name, school Ht Wt. Class .. Kansas lost only two confer- 
G Jamaal Tinsley, oe State as a | “t Overrated: G Jeff Boschee, ence games in the first two Says Mike 
G/F Maurice Evans, Texas _ __-6- r. , . . . , 
F Karoair Rush, Missouri =—s—s« 6-6 214 So. 7. ar a ee es peseons OL ie Mainly ts the If the stories about Eric Chenowith are 
, past two, it has lost 10. ... true. he’s about to pull off th test 
F DrewGooden,Kansas §-—S=—‘6-9_ 221'— So, i hitwk-th sirnocle latielaet Kansas was the last Bio 12 €,nesa O pull OFF the grea 
C Kimani Ffriend, Nebraska 6-11 220. Sr. only Jayhawk to struggle late las Sarge comeback since Meat Loaf. Chenowith, 
Second team season. The league's freshman of school to be ranked No. 1 in Kansas’ lean 7-1 center, recognized what a 
Pos. Name, school Ht Wt Glass _— the year and tourney MVP in a Beene ree pees dreadful junior year he had. He played soft 
G Bernard King, TexasA&M _—*6-4_-185 So, 1999 lost his shot down the _ a re a for so long that coach Roy Williams was 
G Cookie Belcher, Nebraska «6-4 205 ‘Sr. stretch last season. If he doesn’t ig 12 players were among forced to bench him. This, despite the fact 
G/F Nolan Johnson, Oklahoma___—6-4_215 Sr. find it, foes again will try to tor- the first 10 selected in the Chenowith is a first-round lock in the 2001 
F Chris Owens, Texas 6-9 245 J _ ture Kansas in halfcourt games. NBA draft: Iowa State’s NBA draft. But don’t pay attention to his stats 
C_Andy Ellis, Texas Tech sae Marcus Fizer (fourth), Texas’ from early games. Watch how he reacts 
[e= O-piayers of Underrated: Nolan Johnson, Chris Mihm (seventh) and against a physical opponent. Does he go up 
— Oklahoma. A 6-4, 215-pound Missouri's Keyon Dooling z : 
Kareem Rush, FE Missouri strong with an offensive rebound, or does he 
efty from Brooklyn, N.Y., he has (10th). No other league had 
Jamaal Tinsley, G, lowa State Sie fade to avoid contact? Chenowith has 
veomer of the year Se Re Do ee ee admitted to his shortcomings. It’s the first 
vewcomer of the year game and is one of the league’s top 10. —Jerome Solomon, step toward conquering them. 


CONNECTICUT’S 
Albert Mouring 


Pos. Name, school Ht. Wt. Class eup Sm te a 
nightmare for the program. Virginia Tech, which joins the 
A rae eee 620k _ : Big East from the Atlantic 10, There will be no Big East champion this 
F Troy Murphy, Notre Dame 6-10 237. Jr. Overrated: Anthony Perry, is coming off its first winning season. Such a shame. There will be a Big 
F Anthony Glover, St. John’s 6-6 225 J Georgetown. He was considered season since 1995-96. The East tourney champion, but with the league 
*C Samuel Dalembert Seton Hall ng: 11 939 So. one of the top recruits in the Hokies were 16-15. ~- The top at 14 teams and with several of those teams 
Second team nation and one of the best six teams from last season not playing each other during the season— 
Pos. Name, school Ht’ Wt Class guards ever to commit to must replace starting point Seton Hall and St. John’s don't meet: 
TOT BOR Eee Gals = he Se Georgetown. His scoring average guards. ... Syracuse coach Jim Villanova won’t face Notre Dame—the 
“F Michael Bradley, Villanova «6-10 245 Jr. supped pose 3 points 25,8 Boeheim is fifth SOR RACE regulat-season race is rendered 
F Ricardo Greer, Pittsburgh 6-5 225 s, .  S°Phomore to 8.7 as a junior. ech ie ae rite e meaningless. And the imbalanced schedule is 
C Ruben Boumtje Boumtje, G'town 6-11 255 Sr ; Be. “AL. /2U, NES likely to damage overall interest in the league. 
Day ) ‘the Year seeapaeet (2 sal ert DOUEING, behind Kansas’ Roy Williams provident Virginia Tech and BC will not % 
ayer of the Year eonnechaut He: aicte0 Siper (.809), Fresno State's Jerry visited by Seton Hall, Fans of Pitt and Rutgers 
Troy Murphy, F, Notre Dame cent from 3-point range in Big Tarkanian (.807), Charleston’ s will not see UConn. Remember the days when 


so many of these teams were independents? 
This is the same thing, more or less. 
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RAES 
Says Mike 


In C-USA, you have to keep 
the names straight: It's UAB, not 
Alabama-Birmingham; Saint 
Louis, not St. Louis, and now 
Charlotte, not UNC-Charlotte. It’s 
a perfect year for Charlotte to 
create a new image because the 
49ers, led by G Diego Guevera 
are serious C-USA contenders. 


UNLV’S Trevor Diggs | 
Says Mike 


Now that the conference has 
an NCAA bid, some coaches 
argue that holding the league 
tourney in Las Vegas each year 
unfairly favors UNLV. Results 
from other leagues don’t support 
that. If the league wants to grow, 
it needs fan support that comes 
from Vegas’ tourist appeal. 


Says Mike 

There may be no more 
underrated team in the nation 
than George Washington, which 
managed a 15-15 finish last 
year with its two best players 
(Gs SirValiant Brown and Chris 
Monroe) only freshmen and 
F Patrick Ngongba out because 
of an injury. 
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Beating the Bearcats will be tough 


Ascending: Memphis. Success will 
emanate from John Calipari. His 
coaching skills will immediately boost 
the Tigers and F Kelly Wise, but just 
wait until his recruiting abilities kick in. 


Descending: Louisville. This team 
swallowed too much of the elixir of 
youth—only four upperclassmen are 
on the team. Denny Crum will have a 
hard time keeping a team without a 
frontcourt out of the C-USA cellar. 


Overrated: F/G Bobby Simmons, 
DePaul. He has talent but little moti- 
vation. More consistency and mental 
toughness would end the criticism. 


Underrated: G Brian Wardle, 
Marquette. With a little help, his scor- 
ing could translate into victories for 
second-year coach ‘Tom Crean’s team. 


American Division: 1. Cincinnati* 2. DePaul’ 
instant impact: F Andre Brown, 3. Charlotte 4. Marquette 5. Louisville 6, Saint Louis 


DePaul. The Demons already were National Division: 1. Memphis’ 2. South Florida 
loaded in the frontcourt. And now 3. Southem Mississippi 4.UAB 5. Houston 6. Tulane 
they've added Brown, a 6-9 freshman "NCAA tourney pick 


with USA World Youth Games expe: A Tr Ti aaa 
rience. He will learn better defense . Newcomer of the Yeap 
from his NCAA tourney-tested mates. odney White, F, Charlotte 


Odds and ends: Marquette won akey [gpaye SUG MUiob sl hom to. 
First team 


battle in landing C Scott Merritt. He'll 


be a starter before long. ... Cincinnati Pes. Name, school ‘Ht «Wt Class 
lost four seniors but held on to coach _G_ Kenny Satterfield, Cincinnati 6-2 185 _S0. 
Bob Huggins despite an offer from the 6 BrianWardle, Marquette __ 6-8 205 St._ 
Clippers. ... Louisville needs F Altron Jackson, South Florida _ 6- 6 ae ‘ 7 _ 
10 2 f. 

C Muhammed Lasege, whose Russian F KellyWise,Memphis = & 

. F F George Williams, Houston 6-8 «215 So. 
league experience will help him or c 14 
make him ineligible. The NCAA has pa. ame, school Ht. Wt. Class 
yet to rule. ... With new coach Ray G Reece Gaines, Louisville | 6-6 185 So _ 
McCallum, Houston has a shot at F/G Bobby Simmons, DePaul = 6-7_— 210d. 
avoiding last place—as long as F David Wall, SouthenMiss 6-5 225 St 
F George Williams and G Alton Ford F 68 Waldon,SouthFlorida «6-8 210 Jr 
light up the scoreboard. —M.D. F Rodney White, Charlotte 6-8 230 Fr. 


Expect BYU to continue its climb 


Ascending: Brigham Young. G Terrell 
Lyday and F Mekeli Wesley led the 
Cougars to the NIT quarterfinals last 
season. This season, an NCAA bid 
isn’t out of the question. 


Descending: Colorado State. The 
Rams still are trying to replace G Milt 
Palacio from two years ago. Now they 
have to fill the void left by F Ceedric 
Goodwyn. There’s no inside threat, 
and losing coach Ritchie McKay to 
Oregon State hurt recruiting. 


Overrated: G Ron Grady, Colorado 
State. He shot 34 percent from 3- 
point range for a team that hit 44 per- 
cent of its tries from behind the arc. 


Underrated: F/C Josh Davis, Wyoming. 
He went from small forward to center 
last season because of teammates’ 
injuries and blossomed along the way. 


Ascending: Fordham. How in the 
world could a school with such a 
dinky gym ever help a league with 
big-time aspirations? The Rams might 
not be in the title hunt, but woe to 
the team that must visit the Bronx. 


Descending: St. Bonaventure. The 
loss of three starters should prevent a 
repeat of last season’s NCAA bid. 


Overrated: F/G Lloyd Price, Xavier. 
This is a huge season for Price, who 
must step to the forefront and show 
more consistency or risk being over- 
run by freshman swingman Romain 
Sato. 


Underrated: F Victor Thomas, 

La Salle. He was among the league’s 
top 10 last season in scoring, rebound- 
ing and field-goal shooting, but he 
didn’t land on any of the league’s 


1, Utah * 5. New Mexico 
: ; ; 2. UNLV" 6. San Diego State 
Instant impact G Travis Spivey, Utah. 3, Wyoming" 7. Colorado State 
A junior college transfer, he played 4, Brigham Young 8. Air Force 
for Georgia Tech, ran into trouble 
before ever playing at lowa State and *NCAA tourney pick 
now hopes to find a home in Utah. 
Newcomer of the Year 
Odds and ends: After going through Travis Spivey, G, Utah 


its inaugural year without an auto- : 
matic NCAA bid, the Mountain West Preseason All-Mountain West 
First team 


tournament champion will get into the 


field this season. ... Utah has a 52- Pos.Name, school = Ht Wt Class — 

game home unbeaten streak (the LGsTerrell Lyday, BYE Se — - 

nation’s longest). The last time the — Spivey, Utah seo = ~ 

Utes lost at the Huntsman Center was —£ Sesh Davis, Wyoming __6-B_ 8). __ 

_F Wayland White, New Mexico 6-6 205 Sr 

December 31, 1996, to Wake Forest. Soya = PS 

: e C Kaspars Kambala, UNLV 6-9 250 Sr. 

... Bill Bayno’s fate at UNLV may rest Second team 

in the hands of a freshman. The Pos.Name,school §#= |§= Ht Wt. Class 

Rebels have plenty of talent in ‘G Jarvis Croff, Air Force 6-4 190 Sr 

F/C Kaspars Kambala, G Trevor Diggs G Chris McMillian, Wyoming 5-10 180 Jn 

and F Dalron Johnson. But rookieG _F Dalron Johnson, UNLV 6-9 205 So. 

LaFonte Johnson will have to get the F Mekeli Wesley, BYU 6-9 230 Sr 

ball in their hands. —Steve Carp C Ugo Udezue, Wyoming 6-8 245 Jr. 
Fordham can rely on its home court Pesicligns 
1. Xavier* - 7, Fordham 
three all-conference teams. 2. Massachusetts* | 8. St. Bonaventure 
; 3. Dayton YQ. La Salle 
Instant impact F/G Romain Sato, 4. Temple 10. Duquesne 
Xavier. Sato, the Ohio Mr. Basketball, 5. George Washington 11. Rhode Island 
is a tremendous leaper and open-court 6. St. Joseph's __ *NCAA tourney pick 
player who can hit long-distance shots. 
Newcomer of the Year 
Odds and ends: The Atlantic 10 will Romain Sato, F/G, Xavier 
sort have only one division for the : 
first time since 1994-95 because of Preseason All-Atlantic 10 
the departure of Virginia Tech. —— ‘First team | | 
: ° Sari Pos.Name, school — ‘ . Ht Wt. Class | 
Colonial Athletic Association member 4 4p, ‘ 

; fol dyes y Stanley, Dayton 6-4 200 Sr. 
Richmond will join next season, and “6 Quincy Wadley, Temple. «6-4 200 Sr 
two divisions will be used again. ... G Monty Mack, Massachusetts 6-3 "200 Sr. 
Xavier moves into the swanky Cintas F LioydPrice,Xavier § #|# 6-5 208 Jr 
Center, which seats 10,200 with 21 ‘F David West, Xavier 6-8 230 So. 
luxury suites, adter 17 seasons at team 
Cincinnati Gardens. ... After welcom- P88: Name, school Ht. Wt. Class 
ing four new coaches in the past two © lynn “a een Oo 64170 


seasons, there’s no sideline turnover .J0sepns 
tee One,  —_£ _5f00KS Rail, Day ; 6-6 205 So. 
this season, the conference’s 25th F Rasual al Butler, La Salle $7 196 ee 


anniversary season. —Michael Bradley ~& Wayne Smith, Duquesne 6-7 215 Jn 


Boldfaced name denotes player of the year pick. 


Predictions 


1. Southern Methodist* 6. Hawaii 

2. Texas Christian* 7. San Jose State 
3, Fresno State 8. Rice 

4, Tulsa 9. Nevada 

5. Texas-El Paso *NCAA tourney pick 


Newcomer of the Year 


Greedy Daniels, G, TCU 


Preseason All-WAC 


First team 
Pos. Name, school Ht Wt. Class 
G JerylSasser,SMU 6-6 200 Sr. | 
“G Demetrius Porter, Fresno State 6-0 170 Sr. 


“C Melvin Ely, Fresno State 6-9 240 Sr. | 


F Brandon Wolfram, Texas-El Paso 6-9 230 Sr. 


F Willie Davis, SMU 6-6 230 Sr 


Second team 
Pos. Name, school Ht Wt. Class 
G Mike Wilks, Rice 5-11 180 Sr 
“G/F Ryan Carroll, TCU _ 6-4 190 Sr 
F Troy Ostler, Hawaii_ 6-10 205 Sr. 
“F. David Shelton, Tulsa 6-6 230 Sr. 
F Roy Smallwood, Texas-ElPaso 6-6 190 So. 


HAULS 


East Division: 1. Marshall* 2. Kent* 3. Bowling 
Green 4. Ohio 5. Miami (Ohio) 6, Akron 7. Buffalo 
West Division: 1. Ball State 2. Toledo 3. Central 
Michigan 4. Eastern Michigan 5. Northern Illinois 

6. Western Michigan *NCAA tourney pick 


Newcomer of the Year 


Julius Johnson, G, Miami (Ohio) 


Preseason All-MAG 


First Team 
Pos. Name, school Ht. Wt Class 
G TrevorHuffman, Kent _ 6-1 195 Jr. 
G Tamar Slay, Marshall 6-9 210 dr. 
C JR. VanHoose, Marshall 6-10 240 Jr. 
F Greg Stempin,Toledo 6-8 202 Sr. 
F Theron Smith, Ball State 6-8 215 So. 
Second Team 
Pos. Name, school Ht Wt. Class 
G_ Cornelius Jackson, Marshall 6-4 205 Sr 


David Webber, Central Michigan 6-2 210 Jr. 


G 

C Len Matela, Bowling Green 6-9 220 Jr. 
iJ 

F 


7 Leon Rodgers, Northern Iilinois 6-6 ) 219 Jr 


Brandon Hunter, Ohio 6-7 240 So. 


1. Creighton* 7. Illinois State 


2. indiana State 8. Southwest Missouri 
3. Evansville 9. Drake 


4. Southern Illinois 10. Wichita State 


5, Northern lowa *NCAA tourney pick 
6. Bradley 


Newcomer of the Year 


Traves Wilson, F, Illinois State 


Preseason All-MVC 


First team 
Pos. Name, school 
_G_Tarise Bryson, Illinois State 6-1 175 Sr. 
G RyanSears,Creighton § 6-0 185 Sr 
G Robbie Sieverding,N.lowa 6-0 180 Sr. 
F Craig Snow, Evansville | 6-7 215 Sr. 
F/C Scott Brakebill, Southwest Mo. 6-8 220 Jr. 

Second team 

Pos. Name, school Ht. Wt. Class 
-G_ Michael Menser, Indiana State 5-11 170 Sr. 
G_KentWilliams, Souther Illinois 6-2 173 So. 


G Ben Walker, Creighton __ 62) 205 Sa 
-F Joe Breakenridge,N.lowa 6-6 -235. «Sr. 
F Matt Renn, Indiana State 6-6 225 Sr. 


Speedy Greedy should fuel TCU 


Ascending: TCU. Speedy PG Greedy 
Daniels will get TCU's high-octane 
offense running again. Last season, 
the Frogs’ habit of dumping the ball 
down low stripped a couple of gears 
out of Billyball. 


Descending: Tulsa. The Golden 
Hurricane should make another run 
at an NCAA bid, but another 32 wins 
and Elite Eight appearance is proba- 
bly an unrealistic expectation. 


Overrated: G Jeryl Sasser, SMU. Off- 
court troubles had him considering 
early entry into the NBA, but he 
wisely returned to school. 


Underrated: F Darnell Williams, San 
Jose State. He’s a 6-6 forward who 
can stand in against bigger centers. 
He averaged 11.7 points and 8.6 
rebounds last season. 


Ascending: Marshall. The Thundering 
Herd have potential NBA players in 

SG Tamar Slay and C J.R. VanHoose. 

Slay led the conference in scoring at 
20.1 ppg last season. VanHoose 
averaged 17.6. 


Descending: Bowling Green. The 
Falcons lost their two best players— 
G Dave Esterkamp and F Anthony 
Stacey—from last season’s team and 
will have a tough time repeating as 
champions of the East Division. 


Overrated: Kyrem Massey, Kent. The 


~ senior forward has only shown flashes 


of his potential during his first three 
seasons and will need to step forward 
for coach Gary Waters for Kent to 
match its second-place finish in the 
East Division last season. 


— Underrated: G Keith McLeod, Bowling 


Green. He is one of the top 3-point 


Ascending: Creighton. It’s hard to pro- 
claim the league tourney champ as 
ascending, but eight of the top 11 
players—including standout Gs Ben 
Walker and Ryan Sears—return from 
last season’s 23-game winner. If Dana 
Altman secures a third straight NCAA 
bid, expect to hear his name a lot next 


spring. 


Descending: Southwest Missouri. Four 


- starters must be replaced. Eighth 


place is realistic. 


- Overrated: G Lamont Evans, Drake. 


He's the cornerstone of the Bulldogs’ 
plans to reach the middle of the pack. 
He played with a broken wrist last 
year and scored just 7.8 points a game. 


Underrated: F Matt Renn, Indiana 
State. Renn, a senior forward, is a war- 
rior in the paint and on the boards. 


Boldfaced name denotes player of the year pick. 


Special pair drives Thundering Herd i i7.\\"| \( 


Instant impact C/F Chris Jefferies, 
Fresno State. A transfer from 
Arkansas, Jefferies won't replace all 
of G Courtney Alexander's scoring 
right away, but he and C Melvin Ely 
should make up a big chunk of it. 


Odds and ends: Nevada G Terrance 
Green is the nephew of Miami’s A.C. {\ 
Green, and G Adrian McCullough is 4 
the cousin of Philadelphia's Eric 


Snow. ... Hawaii has two players from fag me MelvinE£ly 3 = 
So eds, vee pean and Says Mike 

F rag Savovic), two from ee 
Lithuania (F Mindaugas Burneika 4 ih we're rid of Courtney 
and G/F Nerijus Puida) and one € er (and the problem 
from Israel (F/C Haim Shimonovic) players who came before), 
... Texas El-Paso F Brandon Wolfram ae see a different Fresno 
needs 590 points to become the Bul do ees ol be 7 sie of 
school’s all-time leading scorer. A ogs who listen to Tark? Do 
Antoine Gillespie holds the record, ey realize he has made four 
with 1,706 points. Wolfram scored Final Fours and belongs in the 

Hall of Fame? 


580 last season. —Art Garcia 


shooters in the country. 


Instant impact: G Julius Johnson, 
Miami. Many of the key players from 
Miami's 99 NCAA tourney run are 
now gone, leaving plenty of minutes 
for Johnson and four other talented 
newcomers. 


Odds and ends: New Ball State coach 
Tim Buckley is returning home after 
a season as an assistant at Marquette. 


KENT’S 


Before his season with the Golden Says Mike 
Eagles, he spent five years as an assis- This league i 

gue is not a good 
tant at Ball State. ... New Western springboard for coaching 


Michigan coach Robert McCullum 
will find the cupboard nearly bare. 
The Broncos have only one returning 
backcourt player and only two schol- 
arship players in the junior and 
senior classes. ... Akron will try to 
replace four starters who were career 
1,000-point scorers. —Doug Zaleski 


careers. When a coach accepts 
a MAC job, he better plan to stay 
awhile. Some get the chance to 
move up, but it’s such a 
balanced leaque that it’s tough 
to build a record that leads to a 
big-time offer. 


Creighton aims for NCAA three-peat 9 j7:\\'|\@; 


Instant impact G Erik Smith, 
Northern Iowa. One of 10 newcom- 
ers and four incoming D-I transfers, 
Smith won't be eligible until 
December. But he should add some 
key relief for do-everything G Robbie 
Sieverding. 


Odds and ends: Northern lowa F Joe 
Breakenridge will try to become the 
first player to lead the league in 
rebounding for three straight seasons 
since Wichita State's Xavier McDaniel 
did it during 1983-85. ... Creighton 
insiders say Altman might have taken 
the Miami job had the Hurricanes 
been quicker to grant a second inter- 


At Creighton, going to two 
straight NCAA Tournaments is 
remarkable, and going to three 


: ; is a dynasty. That’s what the 
view. ... Bradley F Jermaine Brown is Bluejays are shooting for, a feat 
the younger brother of Boston Celtics that would match Tulsa’s trips 
guard Randy Brown. ... After an out of the MVC during 1994-96 
unexpected sixth-place finish last sea- and get coach Dana Altman 


son, Evansville has its top six scorers 


returning this year. —Randy Pivovar well-deserved credit. 
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19. Colonial Athletic : 22, Big Sky | 
: 1/121 Cal State Northridge* 6/210 Eastern Washington ‘ 


dy oa fi exces 2/148 MontanaState 7/242 Portland State 
, 2/89 George Mason* 7/207 Old Dominion Stat 
3/98 JamesMadison 8/215 East Carolina S175. “Weber State SEZS0 SECTOR TS0O 
=e ee 4/188 Montana 9/263 Idaho State 


4/100 UNC Wilmington 9/240 William and Mary 


5/173 Virginia Commonwealth 9/198 Northern Arizona 


— —_ 


: 17. Ria Wee 3 20). America Easi 
— 13. Midwestern Collegiate 17. Big West 20. America East 
. : * - 1/110 Hofstra* 6/206 Vermont 
it* 5/168 Wright State - 1/34 Utah State 6/229 Cal Poly : 
— on Meas pari 6/205 Wiceonsia-tvaen Bay = =‘: 2/73:« Long Beach State* 7/231 Pacific _ 2/144 Drexel 7/225 Towson 
Eee 3/117 Wis.-Milwaukee = 7/230 Loyola (Ill.) 3/131 UC Irvine 8/246 Idaho _ 3/158 Delaware =— 8/268 _ Northeastern 
ee 4/153 Cleveland State 8/248 Illinois-Chicago 4/135 UCSantaBarbara 9/304 Cal State Fullerton : 4/159 Boston University 9/293 Hartford ; 
5/142 Boise State : 5/162 Maine 10/295 New Hampshire 
| ceetiatil 
First Team 
— ashad Phillips, Detroit 5-10 160 Sr First Team : | First Team 
ses tt ea Gackecn Butler 5-9 165 Jr : F Shawn Daniels, Utah State 6-6 250 Sr. - G Tony Orciari, Vermont 6-3 180 Sr. 
F Kevin Melson, Wright State 6-6 195 Sr =  F Ike Harmon, Cal St. Fullerton 6-7 190 Sr. © G Norman Richardson, Hofstra 6-5 200 Sr. 
=~ C Chad Angeli, Wisconsin-Milwaukee 6-9 240 Sr. = © Chis Bjorklund, Cal Poly 6-9 235 Sr —  F Mike Kouser, Drexel 6-7 230 Sr. 
— ol C Scott Robisch, Butler 6-11 225 Sr. =: G/F Ramel Lloyd, Long Beach State 6-4 225 St.  F Brian Barber, Towson 6-6 205 Sr. 
a - -¥ , Rane ioge Mia Sie 5-10 165 St = © Joe Linderman, Drexel 6-9 240 Sr 
| 18, Southert : a 
14 2 18. Southern | 21. Metro Atiantic 
Bers sina 3 Niagara* 6/190 Rider 
=) ' 1/97 College of Charleston* 1/151 UNC Greensboro 1/101 Niagara wae een 
a : 2/141 Wofford 2/155 Davidson 3 2/128 Iona one: Maik 
— 3/161 Georgia Southern 3/187 Appalachian State  -—»«3/167 Manhattan a a 
—! - 4/234 Chattanooga 4/239 EastTennessee State 4/170 Fairfield 9/306 ers 
: §/241 Furman 5/260 Western Carolina - 5/179 Canisius 10/309 Loyola (Md.) 
: 6/302 The Citadel 6/305 VMI 3 
— First Team i 
— =) | First Team G Demond Steward, Niagar 6-3 190 of 
‘ G Casey Rogers, Western Carolina 6-0 170 Jr. G Daryl Greene, Niagara 6-1 185 Jr 
: G lan Chadwick, Wofford 6-4 195 Sr. F Durelle Brown, Manhattan 6-7 220 Sr. 
: G Jeff Bolton, Charleston 6-3 170 Jr. F Mario Porter, Rider 6-6 210 Jr 
- F Karim Souchu, Furman 6-7 210 So. C Darren Fenn, Canisius 6-10 237 Sr. 
C Jody Lumpkin, Coll. of Charleston 6-8 250 Sr. 
z. 


ARMED: Armstrong will help hold off the ’Zags. 


14, West Coast Brett Blizzard, UNC Wilmington 6-3 190 So, | G Markus Carr,CalState Northridge = 6-1 180 Jr 
: F/G Jim Moran, William and Mary 6-7 225 Sr. :  G Justin Brown, Montana State 6-4 175 Jr. 
1/35 Pepperdine* 5/108 Santa Clara F George Evans, George Mason 6-7 225 Sr : F Chris White, Eastern Washington 6-9 220 Sr 
2/43 Gonzaga* 6/226 Portland : © Patrick Doctor, American 6-9 235 Jr : C Brian Heinle, Cal State Northridge 6-9 225 Sr 
3/81 San Diego 7/252 St. Mary’s ' F Greg Stevenson, Richmond 6-6 220 Sr °F Jeff Parris, Cal State Northridge 6-5 223 Sr. 
4/96 San Francisco 8/315 Loyola Marymount : 
First Team 
G Brian Jones, Santa Clara 6-3 195 Sr. 


G Brandon Armstrong, Pepperdine 6-4 180 Jr. 
F Casey Calvary, Gonzaga 6-8 235 Sr. 
F Kelvin Gibbs, Pepperdine 6-6 270 Sr. 
F Darrell Tucker, San Francisco 6-9 215 So. 


15. Ohio Valley 


1/102 Austin Peay* 6/199 Tennessee-Martin 
2/112 Murray State 7/259 Tennessee State 

3/126 Southeast Missouri 8/279 Eastern Kentucky 
4/169 Eastern Illinois 9/294 Morehead State 

5/185 Tennessee Tech 


First Team 
G Kyle Hill, Eastern Illinois 6-2 180 Sr. 
G Michael Stokes, SE Missouri 6-0 180 Sr. 
G/F Trenton Hassell, Austin Peay 6-5 195 Sr. 
F Isaac Spencer, Murray State 6-6 220 Sr. 
F Larrie Smith, Tennessee Tech 6-5 200 Sr. 

16. Sun Belt 

EAST WEST 


1/85 South Alabama* 1/134 Louisiana Tech 

2/92 Louisiana-Lafayette 2/140 Western Kentucky 
3/94 New Mexico State 3/178 Florida International 
4/174 New Orleans 4/228 Middle Tennessee St. 
5/217 North Texas 5/253 Arkansas State 
6/249 Denver 6/300 Arkansas-Little Rock 


First Team 
G Gerrod Henderson, Louisiana Tech 6-4 208 Sr. 
G Chris Davis, North Texas 6-6 225 So. 
F Lonnie Thomas, Louisiana-Lafayette 6-8 225 So. 
C Virgil Stansecu, South Alabama 6-10 267 Sr. 
C Chris Marcus, Western Kentucky 7-1 285 Jr. 


BACK FOR MORE: With Lumpkin dominating the Southern league, Charleston is poised for a first place nisl 
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1/221 Alabama State* 6/282 Southern 

2/232 Alabama A&M 7/286 Texas Southern 
3/237 Alcorn State 8/298 Jackson State 
4/274 Mississippi Valley St. 9/313 Arkansas-Pine Bluff 
5/276 Prairie View 10/316 Grambling State 


First Team 

G Courtney Henderson, Southern 6-2 175 Sr. 

G Gregory Burks, Prairie View 5-8 145 Jr. ‘ 

F Marcus Fleming, Alcorn State 6-8 215 Sr. = 

C Henry Jordan, Mississippi Valley St. 6-10 220 Sr. 

F Tyrone Levett, Alabama State 6-5 215 Jr. = 
: 28, Big South = 
_: 1/183 Winthrop* 5/275 Elon . 
2: 2/193 Radford 6/277 Charleston Southern 
“4: 3/254 UNC Asheville 7/284 Coastal Carolina = 
% 4/270 High Point 8/292 Liberty = 
2 First Team = - 


G Andre Smith, UNC Asheville 6-2 
G Mantas Ignatavicius, High Point 6-3 
C Eyo Effiong, Winthrop 6-9 235 Jr. 
6-6 
6-6 


BIG WEST BEST: Daniels is a nde y Utah State. 
59 Cairthia nd 


49x wu stinl 5 Ca 


F Jason Williams, Radford 
McNeese State* 7/202 Lamar ree ted | 

ys 57 Northwestern State 8/209 Southeastern La. F Greg Lewis, Winthrop 

3/164 Texas-San Antonio 9/223 Texas-Arlington 

4/184 Nicholls State 10/266 Southwest Texas State 

5/191 Louisiana-Monroe 11/301 Stephen F. Austin 


6/194 Sam Houston State 


irTans Brwne erica f\Fiailad gm 
' 4 Me 


; ; | . n 
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6/264 Stetson 
7/265 Jacksonville State 


1/123 aati State* 
2/130 Samford 


2/243 Coppin State 8/303 Florida A&M 
3/245 North Carolina A&T 9/310 Md.-Eastern Shore 
4/257 South Carolina State 10/311 Delaware State 
5/258 Norfolk State 11/318 Howard 

6/261 Morgan State 


First Team 
G Marseilles Brown, Hampton 5-10 170 Sr. 
G Joe Brown, Coppin State 6-7 200 Sr. 
F LaSean Howard, Hampton 6-6 191 Sr. 
C Curtis King, Morgan State 6-7 205 Jr. 
F Bruce Jenkins, North CarolinaA&T 6-6 205 Jr. 


Player of the year pick in red 


SEND HIM IN: Gonzaga’s Calvary gets help this year. 


*NCAA Tournament selection 


BOBLEVERONE/TSN 


First Team : 
G Tierre Brown, McNeese State 6-2 189 Sr. 3/211 Central Florida 8/283 Campbell 
C Demond Mallet, McNeese State 6-1 182 Sr 4/224 Troy State 9/314 Jacksonville - 
G Devin Brown, Texas-San Antonio 6-4 205 Jr 9/255 Mercer 10/317 Florida Atlantic 
F/G Jeremy Burkhalter, Sam Houston 6-4 194 Sr. First Team 
C Wojciech Myrda, Louisiana-Monroe 7-1 230 Jr. G Shemard Long, Georgia Stats 6-4 200 Sr 
DA ers G Kevin Morris, ek al State - OQ) ti75: SF. 
a Wy F Marc Salyers, $ 6-9 220 Sr. 
1/99 Penn* 5/267 Harvard C Scolt Eliarenrt Mercer 6- 9 245 So. 
9/105 Princeton 6/278 Brown F Sebastian Singletary, Stetson 6-5 240 Sr 
3/244 Yale 7/299 Dartmouth SS ae a 
4/251 Columbia 8/308 Cornell 30. Mid-Gont neni 
1/189 Oakland 6/250 iUPU-inddanapolis 
First Team ; 
: i 2/196 Valparaiso* 7/281 Oral Roberts 
Once Wowie ee” itary 3/201 Mo.-Kansas City 8/285 Chicago State 
F Craig Austin Columbia 6-6 210 So. 4/212 Southern Utah 9/312 Western Illinois 
F Ugonna Onyekwe Penn 6-9 225 So. 9/233 Youngstown State 
F Dan Clemente, Harvard 6-7 220 Sr. First Team 
25. Northeast G Jeff Monaco, Southern Utah 6-0 170 Sr. 
4). NOFMEeASt G Brad Buddenborg, Oakland 6-5 210 dr. 
1/133 St.Francis (N.Y.)* 7/247 Wagner Sg ater age oe 6-8) "229 Ui. 
2/147 Fairleigh Dickinson 8/272 Mount Saint Mary’s hael Jackson, Missouri-KC B-7 215 dr. 
3/154 Central Connecticut 9/273 St. Francis (Pa.) F Frederick House, Southern Utah 6-5 210 Sr. 
4/213 Maryland-Baltimore 10/283 Long Island a. - 
5/218 Monmouth 11/290 Sacred Heart di. FauwiOL 
Se , ; 
| 6/222 Quinnipiac 2/291 Robert Morris 1/118 Navy* 5/288 Colgate 
2/145 Lafayette 6/296 Army 
First Team ‘ 
G Rahsaan Johnson, Monmouth 6-0. 180 Jr. 3/176 Holy Cross 7/307 Lehigh 
G Steven Howard, St. Francis (N.Y.) 6-3 195 Sr. 4/235 Bucknell 
F Richy Dominguez, St. Francis (N.Y.) 6-5 195 Sr. 
C Corsley Edwards, Central Conn. 6-9 275 Jr. signee ere ee ee 
C Chris Ekwe, Fairleigh Dickinson 6-8 250 Sr. - ’ 2 
. a= G Chris Spatola, Army 5-11 150 Jr. 
96 Mid-Eactern Athletic C Josh Sankes, Holy Cross 7-1 255 Sr. 
40, Vi iG@-£a sie a AUEUC F Chris Williams, Nav 6-4 210 Sr. 
1/219 Hampton* 7/271 Bethune-Cookman F Pat Campolieta, Colgate 6-6 220 Jr. 


Independents 

220 Texas-Pan American 287 Belmont University 
262 Centenary 297 Stony Brook 

269 Albany (N.Y.) NR Texas A&M-C. Christi 


est oem: e 
G Roniie erie Cantananie 6-4 205 Sr 
G Lee Denmon Ill, Texas A&M-Corpus Christi 6-3 175 Sr. 
F Wes Burtner, Belmont 6-5 1245) Jr 


F Michael Hicks, Texas A&M-Corpus Christi 6-5 
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Schools worked every angle to land 
prized blue-chip forward from 

St. Louis. He chose Florida—a 
decision shaped by the program’s 
potential, his comfort level there, 
even palm trees. By David Lee 


n a periwinkle-sky, 70-degree October after- 

noon, David Lee is shooting around in a 

stuffy, antiquated practice gym at Chami- 

nade Preparatory Academy in suburban St. 
Louis. A dozen or so teenagers are playing ball, but Lee 
is easy to spot—and not just because he's 6-9. 

As he makes his way out of the gym, Lee calls for a 
ball, wanting one last shot. He catches it 30 feet from 
the basket—with its rim hanging off one of those old- 
school backboards that are more circular than square— 
and lofts a lefthanded shot that falls into twine. Yes, it's 
a good time for Lee, TSN’s No. 10 prospect and a part 
of what is shaping up as the nation’s No. 1 recruiting 
class next season at Florida. Now that he has decided to 
become a Gator, Lee talks with TSN projects editor Kyle 
Veltrop about what the recruiting process was like: 


My sophomore season. | started getting 
letters from a couple of Big Ten schools, a couple of 
Big 12 schools. At that point, I wasn’t ranked by any 
of the recruiting experts. That next summer, I went 
to the Nike Hoops Jamboree in San Diego, got the 
MVP, and that’s when it got crazy. 

My mom and dad helped me open more than 
6,000 letters from 90-something Division I 
programs. For a few weeks, I'd get 40, 50 letters 
every day. Kansas sent personalized comic strips and 
crossword puzzles. Northwestern did a lot of crazy 
stuff, too. The most letters I got in one day was from 
Stanford. They sent 52! The mailman kind of looked 
at me strange that day. 

Every time the phone rang, I thought it had 
something to do with recruiting. Between being a 
normal kid, working out and playing, I wasn’t around 
the house a lot so my mom had to take a lot of the 
calls. She got hit hard. I also got constant calls from 
recruiting services. Those guys are somewhat fun to 


talk to, just to hear their takes on me and the other 
players I've met. Sometimes, I just didn’t want to talk 
to anyone. I'd say, “Mom, I need a dead period.” 


The Nike camp | went to in July was great. 
The first three days, there were classes. There was 
one on dealing with the police, which hopefully none 
of us will have to do. They had a class on the mental 
side of sports with Venus and Serena Williams’ 
psychologist. They had classes on dealing with the 
media. 

Carlos Hurt, who has committed to Louisville, was 
my roommate. I faced a lot of great players. 
Ousmane Cisse. Tyson Chandler. I had to guard 
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Eddy Curry; he was the only guy who got me. 

At the camps, a lot of the players recruit each 
other. If a guy had committed somewhere, he’d give 
you a speech about why you should go there, too. 
Like Rashaad Carruth talked to me about Kentucky, 
Dajuan Wagner about Memphis, Carlos about 
Louisville. The guards are the ones who mainly 
talked with me because I guess they wanted a big 
guy to go with them. 


My six finalists were Florida, Missouri, 
Kansas, Duke, North Carolina and Illinois. | wanted 
a coach | could have a personal relationship with. | 
don't want a coach where I just clock in at practice, 


om § 


a SES Ce’ 


SUNSHINE STATE SMILING: Solicitations came by mail, in person and through fellow high schoolers stumping on the summer camp tour, but ultimately Florida’s coaching staff won over Lee. 


clock out and then don’t talk with him. I wanted a 
coach | could get along with, joke around with some. 
That's the kind of coach I would work my butt off 
for. 

I was impressed with Florida’s campus, and — 
Carolina's was awesome. I got to meet Vince Carter, 
and he’s my favorite player. That was unbelievable. 
At Kansas, I got to spend time with Coach (Roy) | 
Williams and with Drew Gooden and Nick Collison, — 
and they were great guys. 

Mizzou is close to home, so I felt really 
comfortable there. They did a good job recruiting 
me. They tried to sell the in-state angle a lot. There 
were just other factors that were more important. 


—— 


Rhe Sports 


Fr. geiie Gg. me 4 : 
Spormgnews ‘WiMic 
Name the college basketball team that 

|| dominated the 1960s and ’70s, compiling an 

|| amazing 507-79 record that averaged out to 

|] a 25-4 annual record over a 20-year period. 


The answer will appear in this week's The Sports Marketplace section. a 
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x Friendly Service. 
x 13 Month Warranty. 


> www.tkaelectronics.com 


TEXAS Cable WHOLESALE 


CABLE T.V. DESCRAMBLERS 


Lowest creces Friendliest Service 
BOSS 7 $105 - RFT’s $55 


(Minumum 10 Lot) 30 Day Money Back 


877-885-8877 w-r 10-6 Sat 102 


CABLE 'T.V. 
DESCRAMBLERS 


AND TEST CHIPS 


(GB) All major brands. 
30-day money back guarantee, 
‘=| I-year warranty. 
TKB ELECTRONICS 
I-B00-579-3285 


OFS 53 Bi es Bs 
CONVERTERS & DESCRAMBLERS 


* 30 Day Money Back Guarantee 
* 1 Year Warranty * Quantity Discounts 
*Lowest Prices * Free Catalog 
Hablamos Espanol! 


1-800-785-1145 


CABLE EQUIPMENT 
LOW. LOW WHOLESALE PRICES! 
1-800-521-0512 
New 1-Piece Jerrold 
5 units $119/ea; 

10 units $99/ea; 20 units $89/ea. 
WHOLESALE ELECTRONICS 


Check oul our websile: www.whe.net 


ChopTalk 
makes a Great 
Holiday Gift 


12 issues: $29.95 
Subscribe Today 
1-800-700-CHOP 


Check out next week’s 
issue of 

PL ee ee, The Official Monthly Magazine 

a na i! van, nin PWS of the Atlanta Braves 

-r ae PUY & 


www.ChopTalk.com 


MEMORABLE MOMENT... 
October 1, 1961 - Roger Maris drove a 
pitch from Boston's Tracy Stallard for his 
record-setting 61st home run, giving New 
York a 1-0 victory at Yankee Stadium. 


for the 
Holiday Gift 
Section 
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ili i j i RTS MARKETPLACE. 
Reach over 3.4 million sports enthusiasts each week with an ad in THE SPO RKE} ; 
Ad deadlines are Tuesdays 5:00 PM EST, eight (3) days prior to on sale date. Call Laura Dugan today for advertising information or to place your ad: 


Call (212) 779-5463 Fax (212) 532-5450 
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Introducing the RIEEWYS 
BolFL-VIKYANET SS 
for Baseball:'195 or Softball:*205 
JUGS PRACTICE PACKAGE — 1 
includes: 


1 = JUGS = 
3) Sting-Free™ 
Baseballs 
or Softballs 


GET A SECOND 
DOZEN JUGS 


Soe 
In the USA and Canada,call toll free: 1-800-547-6843. 
Visit our website at: http:/Avww.thejugscompany.com 


Netting & More! 

Nylon #21 - ¢13.5 Price 

Net #30-¢19  PerSa. 
#36 - ¢24 


& ATEC® Pitching Machines 
ATEC® Hilting Streak® only $295 
ATEC® Casey Pro® only $1695!! 
ATEC® Axis 2000©® Inquire here 


CALL! —> 1-800-997- 4233 
@ www.BetterBaseball.com & 


Pitcher Arm Path Trainer 


(Patent Pending) 
Unique, innovative device for 
aiding pitchers in developing the 
proper arm path and arm action. 
Learn to throw the ball harder 
with the same or less effort. 
For information E-mail: 
mfspirito@home.com 
Fax: 401 946-7420 
Phone: 401 943-2376 


Tickets 


Western States 
Ticket Service 


‘ Any Event / Anytime / Anywhere 
Vesnst & Au Mayor Spornc Events + 
w& Tuearee & Concents 
800-326-0331 Fax 602-254-3387 
Web www.wstickets.com — E-:rail info@wsticket. com 


TICKETS 
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* NASCAR * 
* SUPER BOWL x 


* MLB * NFL Football * 
ve All College Football * 


Open * National Finals Rodeo 


1-800-281-0753 


CONCERTS © SPORTING EVENTS © THEATRE 


GIANTS JETS PATRIOTS 
Yankees & Mets Playoffs Super Bowl 
Concerts NYC Theatre 
Specializing In Northeastern Events 
We Buy & Sell Corporate Accounts Welcome 
Choicetix@aol.com © (203)730-1182 ¢ mc vs AMX 
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PRO WRESTLING NEWS 


PRO WRESTLING TORCH WEEKLY is wrestling's widest read insider newsletter 


SPECIAL TRIAL OFFER: $5 for'5 issues! 


*For 14 yrs PWTorch has delivered amazing 
insider info on WCW, WWF, ECW, more! 
‘Over 30,000 words in every 12 page issue! 
‘We are serious about reporting real news. 
We are totally independent & hard-hitting. 
“Order now, get your first issue next week! 


When wrestlers disappear, 7] I've enclosed $5 (check or m.o.) for a 5 issue trial order 
we report why they're gone Send to: Pro Wrestling Torch, Box 201844, MPLS MN 55420 
and where they went... We 

report salaries of wrestlers... 

Send just $5 and find out 

why the Torch was voted 

wrestling’s best newsletter 


CURRENT TOPICS: ECW'S FUTURE 
WCW FOR SALE, WILL WWF BUY? 
UNDERTAKER’S FUTURE, MORE! 


(Special offer for firsi-time subscribers only; once per household.) 


Lamps & SChRooiIs 


WENDELSTEDT 


UMPIRE SCHOOL 
Jan. 2, 2001 — Feb. 7, 2001 


12 MAJOR LEAGUE UMPIRES 
ON STAFF FULL TIME 
CHECK OUR WEBSITE 
www.umpireschool.com 
CALL 904-672-4879 or WRITE 
National Lg. Umpire 

. Harry Wendeistedt 
Mations) Leagoe 88 So. St. Andrews Drive 
Harry Weadeisteat Ormond Beach, FL 32174 


M: FREE <, 
—MicheyDwen _ BROCHURE! * 
BASEBALL SCHOOL 

DEPT. SN MILLER, MO 65707 

1-800-999-8369 sa 


1-877-THE-GAME 


starstruck.com ° starstruck.com 


Get your FREE Official 6 Sessions «Py 15-20 games on lighted professional 
NBA/WNBA Catalog packed sis with recon einton ond ges cach na 
full of exciting Ages 13-20 bec. 18-23 & 26-314 Ages 8-12 Dec. 26-31 
NBA and WNBA Merchandise Coach's/Player's Clinic ¢ Branson, MO ¢ February 
Call Toll Free 


A 1-866-NBA-STUFF : 
Ky | Love this Game! y 


avavel 


THE ULTIMATE IN 
SPORTS TRAVEL 


Call or click for free catalog 


Www.roadtrips.com 
1-800-465-1765 


Own Your Own 
ports Business! 


BE YOUR OWN BOSS! 
Sell sports equpt, pro & college apparel 
memorabilia, sports cards and more 

from your home, store front or Web site. 


FREE INFO PACKET 


800-909-5433 
www.sportslife.com 


$$ OWN A 900 # $$ 


Sports Travel, Incy presents 


LS ae ae) : : 
Shortin (Nows 0) $99 TOTAL COST 
°? Road Trinc _] NO CHARGEBACKS 
() FREE 


www.saturncommunications.com 
SAPURN COMMUNIC ABIONS ING. 


fic free for free brochure! 
- wwww.sportstravelandtoufs:com/ten 


1-388-454-9704 
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I picked Florida for alot of reasons. contest. ~ ; ve. = 
The Gators tee exelent into a The next day, they practiced for a Sneak peak to 2001 


| 
| 
power. Plus, they play up-tempo. But few hours. I was really impressed by } | 
a the main reason was the coaches. _ how Coach Donoyan works the guys. The signing period for players bound for college next fall began this past Wednesday and: will . 
os When I went there during Florida: | What stood out was how intense they —_ ast for another few days. But most top recruits decided on their college long ago. That makes 
MM Florida State weekend _ last_ were in every drill and how they have _teasier to tab what schools are collecting the nation’s top incoming classes for next fall. 
November, I started developing a players challenging each other at 
Lid good relationship with them. (Florida —_—every position. 
_—— recruit) Kwame Brown was also One thing | vans Ser eee was 
are that weekend and so was Orien spending time with the other players, 
cro a eo Brechin this year. I got a but everyone really seemed to get Pos. Name TSN top 100 rank =H. / Wet. Hometown 
campus was beautiful, with palm with Teddy Dupay, Brett Nelson, Matt C Channing Frye 75 6-10/220 Phoenix 
oOo trees and everything. Bonner and Orien Green. They PF” Dennis Latim 39 588 Hated Kan 
When I told Coach (Billy) Dono- showed me a lot of respect. I certainly "Fig ick Rickert 1 6117211 Duluth, Minn 
Poeun eb aay aves he poke appreciate that. $6 Salm Stoudamire 5g iS i 
cs o’cloc . ail eye, Ore, 
He wad seoaatntiie and woke up his Overall, the Class of 2001 Rickert, an enormously talented/skilled offensive threat, joins a Shane Battier-like Latimore and a deadly 
wife and kids. His reaction made me _is stocked. I think a few of the guys perimeter shooter in Stoudamire, 
—— feel like he was committed to me. are still considering the NBA. We 
mmm “Coach Donovan and. Coach hevea lot of guys in our class wih 
(Anthony) Grant came up shortly — unbelievable talent and good NBA F/C Kwame Brown Sor 6-10/226 Brunswick,Ga. : 
— after I committed for my in-home bodies. I think Eddy (Curry) and 'F David Lee 10 6-8/224 St Louis 
j= visit. The whole thing was a cele- i whe are ae ree SF James White 17 6.6/19 Chatham, Va. 
bration. My mom cooked us a good oing straight to the , that’s aS , ; to watch. White is another 
dinner, She made a really good salad something that still crosses my mind. Ss eae ee talented player in the nation, and Lee is athletic and fun to wato 


and some chicken and beef. After But! think the only way I'd go straight 


dinner, we all went to one of my high to the NBA or leave college early is if North Carolina 
school’s football games. I were going to be a lottery pick. 


But after my official visit, I realized SG Jackie Manuel 24 —~ 6-6/186 West Palm Beach, Fla. 
I went to Gaimesville formy — how much fun college is going to be, PG Melvin Scott JI 2165, Balimore) 
official visit on Friday, October 13. and how much fun it will be to be a SF Jawad Williams 1 GSS, Lakewood, Ohio 
That night, we went to Coach partofa big-time program. TsN | © Jocques Dumas os Se Asheboro, N.C. 
Donovan's house for dinner. He has a This class has plenty of mobility and offensive punch. Williams may be a future lottery pick. Scott brings 
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Tom Izzo continues to recruit with passion. Torbert is the real deal, and Anderson is vastly underrated. 
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The biggest lie in sports 


with McEntire is well known, 
the coach’s decision to turn 
down the tickets became news 
on the sports pages. “No, it’s ball season,” he 
said. “She’s got to come here in the spring 
sometime. I can’t even get away for Reba. I don’t 
think the team would want to go see her, either.” 

Now, how bad is that? 

The man would rather sit in the dark studying 
Ohio State’s offense than sit in the front row 
studying Reba McEntire. If ever we needed 
proof that big-time college football has gone 
haywire, there it is. 

No wonder Don Nehlen packed it in at West 
Virginia. He’s 64, a head coach for 30 seasons, 
and he has had it with the game he loves. After 
Saturday’s 31-27 loss to Syracuse, Nehlen told 
his team he would retire at season’s end. Weary, 
dispirited and bitter, he said, “This job is 80 
hours a week, seven days a week, 10'2 months 
a year. So we'll let some younger guy do it.” 

It’s all sick. 

The money does it. If a guy wanted to find out 
exactly how much money is at stake, he could. 
But who needs a number? Whatever, it’s 
ridiculous. It’s ridiculous to put a price tag on an 
“$8.4 million kick,” as we did when a Notre Dame 
place-kicker’s failure cost his team a spot in the 
1997 Fiesta Bowl. It’s ridiculous to hear a college 
football player say, “This one is for the money.” 

Those words came from Joaquin Gonzalez, a 
tackle at the University of Miami. He had made 
a distinction between his school’s Florida State 
game (“for bragging rights”) and its Virginia Tech 
game. The difference: Miami needed to beat 
Virginia Tech to chase the really big money in 
the BCS national championship game. 

As it happens, Virginia Tech also needed to win. So we 
witnessed the appalling sight of quarterback Michael Vick 
playing on one leg. The week before he had been carried 
off the field. But there he was against Miami, his bum ankle 
mummified in tape, encased in a plastic splint and 
protected by a ski-boot-type shoe. The Heisman Trophy 
candidate gimped around, afraid and/or unable to put 
weight on the ankle. Before he’d be tackled, he threw 
himself down. If you didn’t know better, you’d have 
wondered what he had done to deserve such punishment. 

But you knew better. 

You knew, “This one is for the money.” 

Someone decided the quarterback should play in obvious 
pain against as fierce a defensive unit as breathes fire in 
college football today. In 18 minutes of play, Vick did 
nothing except expose himself to further injury. For what? 

The money. 

It’s sick. It’s hypocrisy. It's the biggest lie in sports. For a 
century and more, we've been asked to believe the 
unbelievable, that college football is an amateur game 
played by students. It is professional football—only the 
players don’t get paid. When Michael Vick plays in pain, he 


hen country singer Reba McEntire was set to perform at the 
University of Illinois, the football coach, Ron Turner, was of- 
fered tickets. Because his entirely telisonabie infatuation 


DUBOSE DEPOSED: Alabama thought it had a contending team, but 
when the Crimson Tide stumbled, the coach took the fall. 
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does it not for himself but because Virginia 
Tech wants to make big money. 

Not to single out Virginia Tech. The guess 
here is, any big-time team would have 
subjected its star to the same ordeal. If you 
think not, check the unemployment rolls. 
With the really big money available now 
only in the BCS round of bowl games—eight 
teams at four major bowls—coaches are 
under more pressure than ever. They run 
up 54-7 scores because the BCS computer 
likes big spreads. That, or they get fired. 

The flock of lame ducks grows weekly. 
Call the roll now. Now 71, Brigham Young's 
LaVell Edwards announced his retirement 
before this season began. There’s Nehlen, 
apparently gone of his own accord. Earlier 
Rutgers advised Terry Shea to get gone. 
Awaiting the bloodletting are Bob Simmons 
of Oklahoma State, Larry Smith of Missouri 
and Paul Hackett of Southern Cal. 

Then there is Mike DuBose. Fired, poor 
guy. The Alabama coach began the season 
with a team he considered a national 
championship contender. But when the 
stumbling Tide lost its homecoming game 
to Central Florida, even DuBose’s old 
friend, athletic director Mal Moore, could 
protect him no longer. 

The academician Edwin H. Cady, in his 
book The Big Game, spoke of a coach’s 
unreasonable rewards upon winning—and 
the proportional risks of losing: “When he 
loses, or even sometimes when he does not 
really lose but some accident triggers the 
emotions of mass violence, they kick his 
scapegoating butt out into the boondocks. 
They cut his professional throat and water 
the AstroTurf with the blood of his job and 
his reputation.” 

Even with DuBose still on the job, Moore 
announced Alabama had begun a national search for a 
new coach. (Think about that a second. Unless Alabama 
is interested in out-of-work coaches, a “national search” 
implies talking to men under contract. In some circles, 
that’s unethical. Not in big-time college football. Ethics, 
shmethics.) 

“Sometime this will end,” DuBose said after 
Saturday’s loss to Louisiana State, the Tide’s first in 
Baton Rouge since 1969. The coach spoke of his 
religious faith as he beseeched God for an end to his 
players’ suffering, as if football defeats were the 
equivalents of divinely ordered fire, famine and 
pestilence. 

How sad. One more coach had been sent over the 
edge by the irrational, insatiable demands of a culture 
gone mad, a culture perhaps best defined by the old 
coach, Pepper Rodgers, who once said, “A good season 
for the alumni is when the team goes 11-0 and the 
coach gets fired at the end of the year.” 
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